

Next Steps
I finished on Monday. It took me about two years, but I finished. Now I’m trying to discern what I’m going to do next. What is my next step? You see I’ve had as my tradition to read through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation over and over again for the past decade or more. I can’t even remember when I started this tradition. But I remember what Bibles I’ve used.  The first one was a small NIV pocket Bible that I’ve had since college. Every time I pull it off the shelf, I get a feeling of peace. It’s like an old friend that I can always turn to. It’s the Bible that I was reading when I was called to ministry. In fact, the scripture from Numbers 14:9 that God used to call me to ministry is underlined. 
The second Bible that I used is a New Living Translation (NLT) that I bought at a Christian bookstore on the clearance table. I’ve grown fond of the NLT translation. It’s one of my favorites to read. It was the Bible I was reading when God called me to be a Sr. Pastor while in Plano. This time it wasn’t in the book of Numbers but in the Book of Deuteronomy (1:2-3). 
The third Bible that I used is a New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), “Life with God Bible” that Lynda Graybeal gave to me. I would highly recommend this Bible! I’m not just saying that because Lynda was one of the editors, but because of its great articles throughout that focus on spiritual formation. It’s the Bible I have with me every Sunday morning. I love this Bible!
Another friend of mine, Mike Heard, gave me a chronological Bible that I used to read the New Testament in chronological order. This is a great Bible that has a daily reading that would allow you to read the whole Bible in a year in chronological order. The part that I really like about this Bible was that you can read the letters of Paul in the order that we think he wrote them.
And finally, I just finished reading the Contemporary English Bible (CEB) with the Apocrypha. Now I still have one more book of the Apocrypha to read (4 Maccabees), but I’ve finished the rest. I had never read all of the Apocrypha before. The CEB bible was edited by a good friend and mentor of mine, Joel Green. It’s an easy translation to read and one I would recommend to anyone.  
So, the question for me now is “What’s next?” What’s my next step? I’m not sure. I know I’ll read through the Bible again, but I’m feeling a sense of spending a season studying specific books of the Bible. And funny enough, Leviticus is one of the books that I feel God is calling me to take a closer look at. Not sure if I’m looking forward to that, but we’ll see where that leads! 
What’s your next step? I hope you are reading the Bible. If not, I want to remind you that we have a Fall Bible Reading Plan that you can pick up in the parlor of the church or at the Welcome Desk. This plan would allow you to read the New Testament and Psalms by the end of the year. I would encourage you to pick one up and begin reading if you don’t have a plan.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I want to continue to encourage you to take your next step in discipleship. It’s different for all of us, but it’s important that we are seeking God’s guidance in our daily lives. I pray that God would speak His truth to you and spur you on to your “next step.”
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