
HEALTH CONCERNS: Tim Wilson, Talley Sanders,  Laura 
Smith, Bette Jalufka, Lindsey Irlbeck, LaRue Barnard,  Kenny 
Kinnaman, Gloria Gray, Arlene Wheeler, Sharron Alvi, Betty 
White, Annette Lippold, Zander—9 yr old with cancerous 
tumor, Brenda Evins, Tim Wilson 

IN CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY: Kathy Rogers and family on 
the death of her father, family of Tommy Thomas, Sherrie 
Perkins & family on the death of her husband, the family of 
Clifford Abbott 

JOY & CONCERNS: Pray for Rain—Rain—Rain—RAIN, 
firefighters and first responders, wild fires around the 
panhandle, the loss of ranches, livestock and other things from 
the fires,  new great grand daughter Lexington June Graham—
SaraBeth Hinders, Seth Rogers graduated from Army Ranger 
School, Glenn Chandler received a kidney, Nola & Ed sister for 
comfort & peace, Ed & Rosemary Smith daughter graduating 
from SMU law school, Rosemary’s dad successful hand surgery, 
Kimmie Person & Sean Smith’s wedding, Laura new teaching 
job in Dimmitt, Kalee French & all college graduates  

 
ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS: Dylan Brown, Shelly 
Gross, Dick Elliott, Lou Ann Barnhart, Betty Hill, Carolyn 
Mason, Beth Sanchez, Judy Gilliam, Kimberly Conrad, Kathy 
Noel, Keith & Dorinda McCormack, Terry Gamblin, Betty 
Ketchersid, Merrell Winstead, Martin Mordecai, Waylon 
Malone, T.K. Baker, Erin Green, Priscilla Delatte, Christie 
Wilhite, Brandi Sustaire, Bobby Altman, Kason Gabbard, 
Alisann Smookler, Addi Martinez, Virginia Tovar, Lynn Guy, 
Thelma Fulton, Kelli Marr, Becca Hill, Clois Rowland, Carol 
Turner, Rachel Stockstill, Rachel Musgrave, Kenneth Schlabs, 
Jack Gaby, Hunsley Strickland, Earl Blair, Terri Gill 
ADDITIONAL INTERCESSORY PRAYERS: President 
Trump and our country’s leaders, Costa Rica Team, Backyard 
Missions, War-torn Countries, the economy, our policeman and 
firemen, those in the military, unchurched men, women and 
children and the Wesley Foundation. Please email 
fumcpray@gmail.com or call 806-655-2851 with all prayer 
requests, joys, concerns or updates. If you have requested someone be 
added to the Ongoing Prayer Concerns, please update us on that 
person occasionally; especially if that person needs to be removed from 
the list. Please email fumcpray@gmail.com or call 806-655-
2851 with all prayer requests, joys, concerns or updates. If you 
have requested someone be added to the Ongoing Prayer 
Concerns, please update us on that person occasionally; 
especially if that person needs to be removed from the list. 
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 Joys and Concerns 

     It’s time to have a family 
conversation. It’s one of  those 
conversations that everyone 
dreads, but must be had. So I 
apologize up front. As you are 
probably aware, the United 
Methodist Church is in crisis. This 

crisis isn’t new, but it’s coming to a head – quickly. 
And I don’t want you to be left unaware.  
     The crisis deals with the issue of  human 
sexuality, and most likely will end with the United 
Methodist Church splitting over the issue. Some in 
the church believe that we need to change our 
stance on sexuality and homosexuality. Others 
however, believe that our current stance is biblical 
and should not be changed.  
     The United Methodist Book of  Disciplines states 
that “we affirm that all persons are individuals of  
sacred worth, created in the image of  God,” but we also 
affirm that “The United Methodist Church does not 
condone the practice of  homosexuality and considers this 
practice incompatible with Christian teaching.”  

     This is not an easy issue to deal with and I 
believe there is a deeper issue. That issue is the 
authority of  Scripture and what the purpose of  the 
church truly is.  
     So back to the family conversation. Over the 
summer I am going to be leading an 8-week small 
group discussion on this issue using the video and 
book “A Firm Foundation.” We will meet on Sunday 
nights starting June 24th, at 6:30 pm.  

     My hope is that this time will allow us to ask 
hard questions about who we are as a church and for 

me to share information about the process that has 
taken place and will take place (e.g. Commission on a 
Way Forward, special called session of  General 
Conference for 2019, the Bishops recommended plan, etc.). 
I will also share my thoughts on where we are and 
where we are going as a church as well. 
     This isn’t going to be an easy discussion. But I 
promise that we will be respectful of  each other. It 
doesn’t matter where you stand on the issue, I want 
us to be informed of  what is taking place. And more 
than that, I want you to be in prayer for our church.  
     I look forward to the conversation and look 
forward to the ways in which the Holy Spirit will be 
guiding our future.  

 

In Christ, 

 

 

 

Rick Enns 

Sr. Pastor 

revrick@firstchurchcanyon.com 

A Note From the Pastor 

By the Numbers 
We had 670 worshipers on Easter Sunday and our 
average worship attendance in April was 483.   

 

On Mother’s Day, we had 553 worshipers to 
celebrate women, children’s Sunday and 
confirmation.  This was the highest attended non-
Easter Sunday in the last 10 years. 

 

YTD, we are averaging 209 in the 8:30 Traditional, 
126 in the 10:50 Traditional, and 126 in the 10:50 
Modern.  Overall, we are averaging 461 worshipers 
per Sunday compared to 431 a year ago. 

 

Our finances as of April 2018: 

                Income - $328,466, Expenses - $327,194 

 

YTD, we have had 65 first time guests in 2018. 

CHURCH STAFF 
SENIOR PASTOR Rev. Rick Enns 

PASTORAL CARE Angela Asbill 

LAY MINISTER Roman Asbill 

YOUTH AND DISCIPLESHIP MINISTER Charlie Keys 

YOUTH ASSISTANT Kayla Irlbeck 

YOUTH INTERN Stephen Williams 

YOUTH INTERN Carolyn Castro 

CHILDREN’S MINISTER Kim Hopson 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR Scott Dillard 

FINANCE MANAGER Christi Ybarra 

MUSIC DIRECTOR Melanie Brooks 

ORGANIST Cameron McMinn 

ACCOMPANIST B.J. Brooks 

MODERN WORSHIP MINISTER Jason Lester 

KITCHEN COORDINATOR Charlotte Wilson 

SENIOR PASTOR ASSISTANT Sarah Tirey 

IHH CHILD DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR Brenda Shepherd 

Thank You Notes 
Thank you so much for the prayers, gifts, food and love you 
have given us this year.  

We are blessed to have thoughtful people like you in this 
world (city). 

Love & Blessings,  

Bette Whittworth 

 

Thank you all so much for all of the wonderful treat, meals 
and kind words you provided this year for CIS! 

The way you showered us with kindness meant so much! 

With gratitude, 

Shannon Stewart 

 

I want to say a huge Thank You for all that you have done 
to support us at CIS. You have blessed us more than you 
know! Thank you again for all that you do for us! 

Kelli Keith—CIS  

 

Thank you for the monetary donation for a new food 
warmer for the Ceta Canyon Dining Hall Kitchen. 

Mike Wentz, Executive Director 

mailto:revrick@firstchurchcanyon.com


Upcoming Events Worship Team Highlight  written by Nola Hopkins 

Called Charge Conference:   

Sunday, June 3 in the Sanctuary immediately following 

Sunday morning worship service  

UMW Book Review:  

Thursday, June 7 at 9:30 am, Church Library 

SPRC Meeting: No Meeting in June  

 

 

Finance Committee:  

Monday, June 18, 6:00 pm,Rm #113 

Trustee Committee  

Monday, June 25, 6:00 p.m. Room #113 

 

Church Office will be closed on Monday, May 28.  

Team Meetings & Announcements 

 ONCE A MONTH BAKING 

We spend a day together in the kitchen 
with fun, fellowship, and filling the 
freezer with baked goodies to use for 
our Sunday mornings hospitality.  

If you would like to join us on one of 
our Once A Month Baking days, please 
e-mail kitchen coordinator Charlotte 
Wilson at usdkwilson@sbcglobal.net 
for more information. 

Upcoming baking days: 

Friday June 8th 

Friday July 13th 

Friday August 3rd 

 

MEAL FOR THE CAST & CREW 
OF "TEXAS" 

FUMC will again this Summer provide 
a meal for the cast and crew of 
"TEXAS". They will enjoy the meal 
after their performance on Thursday 
June 28th. Please watch for a sign-up 
table in the Parlor on June 3rd, 10th 
and 17th. 

Mother’s Day  - Honoring Women with Purple Scarves 

Canyon Intermediate  

School Update 
     FUMC Canyon has completed another 
school year of blessing the staff and 
students of Canyon Intermediate School. 
For those of you who do not know, our 
church has “adopted” Canyon Intermediate 
School (CIS). What does that look like? 
Each staff member at the school has been 
personally adopted by a member of our 
congregation. The person who adopts a 
staff member commits to pray for their 
adopted person weekly. They also take up 
a token of appreciation once a month to 
the school to bless their staff member. 
Tokens of appreciation range from a cold 
soft drink or tea, favorite snack, 
homemade cookies, casserole for their 
freezer, encouraging card, etc… There is 
no right or wrong way to do it.  Mrs. 
Fruge, the secretary at CIS, said it is 
amazing to witness what these small 
tokens of appreciation can do to lift a staff 
member’s spirit. She said that the Holy 
Spirit is at work in this ministry. It never 
fails when a treat is delivered to the 
school; it always seems to be for the staff 
member that needs it most that day. How 
encouraging to be uplifted on a 
discouraging day! 

     We also bless CIS by providing 
backpacks complete with school supplies 
throughout the year for the students that 
register without the resources to purchase 
supplies. We provide snacks for the 
teachers each month, and twice a year we 
feed them an appreciation meal. 

     We fed the staff of CIS on May 7th for 
teacher appreciation day. I wish you all 
could have been there to hear what they 
say about YOU! Each month you blow 
them away with your sweet thoughts, 
goodies, prayers, and gifts. They feel the 
presence of God working and moving in 
their school. They are so grateful to each 
and every one of you, and I am too! 

     If you have not ever been a part of this 

ministry, I encourage you to prayerfully 
consider joining us in the fall. We need 
about 65 volunteers to make this ministry 
a reality. All it takes is weekly prayer and 
a small monetary commitment each 
month. Each staff member fills out a 
questionnaire, so you know exactly what 
they like and do not like.   

     For those of you who participated this 
year, thank you again for impacting our 
community and CIS.  Although we will 
not take goodies up each month during the 
summer, I encourage you to continue to 
lift your staff member up in prayers! 

     Please let me know if you have any 
questions. You can call the church office or 
email me. 

Blessings, 

Sarah Tirey 

stirey@firstchurchcanyon.com 

806-655-2851 
 

 

 

Called Charge Conference 
Sunday, June 3 immediately following 
Worship Service—Sanctuary. The 
purpose is: 

1. Vote to create an associate pastor 
position at First United Methodist 
Church, upon recommendation of the 
Administrative Board acting on a 
recommendation by the SPRC, so that an 
appointment of an associate pastor might 
be received.   

2. Adopt, upon recommendation of the 
Administrative Board acting on a 
recommendation by the SPRC, the 
compensation for Charlie Keys as the 
associate pastor, as documented in the 
Pastor Compensation Form 2018, and the 
Resolutions and Policies, which support 
said compensation, as he is appointed to 
serve as a part-time local pastor at the 
church, effective July 1, 2018.   

UMW Rose Sale 
The United Methodist Women will be 
selling Father’s Day roses Sunday, June 3 
and June 10 You may purchase your roses 
at the table outside of the Sanctuary or at 
the table in Fellowship Hall. Bouquets of 
roses will be placed on the altar on Father’s 
Day in honor or in memory of our parents 
or someone who has filled that significant 
role in our lives. All proceeds from the 
sales will benefit mission work locally and 
throughout the world. 

 

Orange Ties—Sunday, June 17 
Wear your orange ties on Father’s Day  

Once again we will be honoring men and 
wearing orange ties on Father’s Day—if 
you need an orange tie you can stop by the 
church office during the week and get a tie.  

      Modern worship minister 
Jason Lester has one goal 
when he leads worship at the 
10:50 modern service: “to 
bring as many people into 
the presence of God as I 
can.” He has the same goal 
when he leads Wednesday 
night worship for the youth. 

      The team has 20-25 members with nine on stage on any 
given Sunday.  Musicians play the electric guitar, drums, 
electric keyboard, bass, violin, sax, acoustic guitar, and B3 
organ. That doesn’t include four who run the sound booth. 
Lester leads the singing with one backup singer from a total of 
six singers. 

     Members’ ages range from high school to mid-50’s. 

     “It’s a very multi-generational worship team,” Lester said. 

     “I love being a part 
of such a talented group 
of musicians,” lay 
minister and team 
member Roman Asbill 
said. “They are the best 
and most creative group 
of people I have ever 
had the honor to serve 
with.” 

     Keyboard player 
Duane Stewart estimates he has been on the worship team 11-
12 years. He grew up playing drums and then the bass in 
church. He plays by ear. 

     “If you tell me a chord, I can play a chord,” he said. “I am just 
lucky to be a part of it. For me it’s a God-given talent. It’s not 
something I was taught. I am glad they let me play with them.” 

     With the team-preaching concept that began with the start 
of three services last August, the message is the same in each 
service. Only the worship style is different. 

     While the two traditional services have liturgy such as the 
Apostle’s Creed, the modern service extends its worship time. 
People typically stand for 15 minutes to sing. Lester said the 
modern service has “younger people and those who express 
themselves through music to worship.” 

     “The praise team always helps our minds center and prepare 
our hearts for worship,” modern service attendee Kimberly 
Dudley said.  “For me, there are many times I come in 
distracted, and my mind is full of things. I always know I can 
take a deep breath and re-center my focus where it needs to be 

because the music is the ‘trigger’ that sets me on that path. I am 
so grateful for their ministry, and I know so many are blessed 
by them using their gifts each week. Thank you praise team!” 

      Lester chooses songs that align with the sermon topic. “I 
pick songs I feel the congregation can identify with their 
message,” Lester said. “I also pick songs I feel the congregation 
will be familiar with or know.” 

     The team practices 
each Sunday at 9 a.m. 
Lester said anyone 
who would like to join 
the team should 
contact him personally. 
He said he knows of 
several in the 
congregation who are 
musically talented but 
may be too shy to 
approach him about 
joining the team. 

     For Lester, the best part of leading the worship team is “to 
get to do something you love in response to the gifts God has 
given you. I firmly believe the gifts God has given me as a 
musician are for the sole purpose of leading worship and not for 
something else.” 

     Strangely enough, Lester did not learn to play the guitar 
until after he graduated from WTAMU with a degree in music 
composition. Lester’s first job was as choir director at First 
Baptist Church in Happy. The pastor decided he should also 
learn to play the guitar and lead the youth. He then served as 
interim worship leader at Oasis Southwest Baptist Church in 
Amarillo, a church with attendance of 1,000. 

     When he came here nine years ago, attendance in the 
modern service on his first 
Sunday was 44. 

     “I wondered, ‘What did I 
get myself into?’” Lester said. 

     Average attendance to date 
in 2018 is 127. That’s a 288.6 
percent increase. 

mailto:stirey@firstchurchcanyon.com

