
“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be 

afraid?”      Psalm 27:1 

 

“Do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your 

strength.”  Nehemiah 8:10 

 What amazing things God has done in 2020! It has 

been one of the hardest years of ministry for so many, 

including myself. At the beginning of the year, no one knew 

what was coming. Yet, in the midst of uncertainty, in the 

midst of a global pandemic, in the midst of racial tensions, in 

the midst of a highly contested national election – God is still 

in control. God is still our light and our salvation. We don’t 

have to fear! We rejoice that the joy of the LORD is our 

strength!  

 I have constantly looked to God for direction during 

these days. And he has allowed me to see the blessing in the 

midst of the difficulty. He is faithful. We have talked as a 

church often about how we must keep our minds focused on 

the blessings from God and not let ourselves get sucked into 

the negativity we see around us.  

 So, let me share just some of the blessings so far! 

• We have transitioned to having online worship every 

Sunday, which has allowed hundreds of people to 

worship with us each week during this global pandemic. 

We have both our traditional and modern service online 

each week. 

• We are averaging 516 in worship on Sundays in person 

and online! 

• Our children’s ministry team has served 81 families with 

our “popcorn and Jesus” ministry kits over this past 

semester. This was an incredibly creative “pivot” for our 

children’s ministry as we haven’t been able to meet in 

the building. We have actually reached more families 

through this holistic ministry than in a typical year. 

• Our Amarillo campus is the new home for the Amarillo 

Youth Choir. And we are open to other creative 

partnerships to use our Amarillo campus. 

• We continue to adopt and pray for the Canyon 

Intermediate school and now are partnering with 

Westover Park Jr. High in Amarillo. God has given us 

much favor with CISD. We even have a banner with our 

logo in Westover Park! Both CIS and WP covet our 

prayers and are so appreciative of the love and support 

we give to them! 

• Many of our grow groups are continuing to meet in 

person during the week or online. I’m so proud of our 

groups in getting creative in meeting. I must brag on our 

Crusaders Sunday school class. They are the “Senior 

Saints” of our church, yet they were the first ones to 
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• Year-to-date, we are averaging 324 in person 
worshipers and 192* online worshipers for a total 
of 516. (* only the Sundays we had both in person 
and online) 

• Through October, our total church income was 
$930,691 and our expenses have been $936,827, 
which leaves us in the red $6,136. This is right on 
target to where we expected to be overall for 
2020. 

• Our In His Hands dayschool serves 150+ children, 
while we employ 62 staff members! 

• Wednesday Night Meal this year served 1829! 

• Popcorn and Jesus Kits picked up by 81 families 
this year averaging almost 100 kids per week! 

By the Numbers 
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Church Updates 

The Angel Tree is online this year. You can adopt your 
angel from any device! 

Please consider adopting or sponsoring an angel and 
volunteering to help with present pickup. 

More info on the Virtual Angel Tree and how to adopt 
can be found on our website under the ministries tab.  

firstmethodist.church/ministries/angel-tree 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
December 6: Presents due to church 
December 13 from 3:30-5:30pm: Present Pick up 

Tuesday, December 1, 6pm via Zoom 
We will celebrate the ministry of our church, review 
membership, elect leaders, and set the pastors’ salaries 
for 2021. 
Zoom link can be accessed from the church website 
firstmethodist.church. 

 

 

 

 

 

For the protection of our community and under much 
prayer and discernment, we have decided not to have 
in person Christmas Eve services this year. However, 
we will have our Christmas Eve service recorded and 
available on our Facebook page, YouTube, and on the 
front page of our website firstmethodist.church. 

In addition, we will have come-and-go communion on 
Christmas Eve at both our Amarillo and Canyon 
campuses from 4-6pm. 



embrace ZOOM to continue meeting and they were 

the first to begin meeting back in the building during 

the week! 

• We hosted a “drive thru” Trunk or Treat that served 

238 cars and 451 children at our Amarillo campus. This 

truly was a creative team effort to pull this off, and the 

church was fantastic in stepping up to serve. One of 

the fun parts of this event was that each family had 

their picture taken and posted on our Facebook page. 

They could then later go and download that picture. 

• We continue to partner with the Wesley Foundation 

and have three ministry interns this year helping with 

both the Canyon and Amarillo campuses. Each intern 

has graduated from college and is exploring various 

avenues of ministry. I can’t say enough about the 

importance of our partnership with the Wesley 

Foundation. They are raising up generations of 

Christian leaders and sending them into the world. 

Many of them are serving throughout our conference. 

• The staff at First Methodist Church is an incredible 

group of individuals that God has brought together to 

create more than a team – we are family. I can’t sing 

their praises enough. 

  Charlie has led with grace and vision and has been 

a huge part of our creative force in launching the new 

campus. 

  Toni is a true prayer warrior who has prayed into 

existence the Amarillo campus. Her spirit is led by the 

Lord in everything she does. 

  Pam has stepped into the role of helping with 

pastoral ministry and has poured her life into this 

passion she has for people. She has been a blessing in 

organizing our pastoral care team and keeping us all 

informed and prayed for! 

  Kim’s leadership in our children’s ministry has 

been amazing during this season. She loves each child 

and has blessed so many with her creativity. 

  Kayla continues to be the backbone of our youth 

ministry, even when she is on maternity leave! 

Creative and passionate about our youth, her spirit is a 

joy. 

  Jason continues to lead our modern worship 

service with excellence and grace. He has created an 

incredible team and has been instrumental in helping 

us create a team for Amarillo. In addition, his expertise 

in all things audio/video has saved us thousands of 

dollars as he has almost single-handedly set up 

everything at our Amarillo campus! 

  Raymon has stepped up in leading our youth 

during Kayla’s maternity leave and has done an 

incredible job of loving our youth and helping them 

see Jesus. 

  Matthew and Suzanne have stepped in this year as 

our youth interns and their love and passion for Jesus 

spreads to the youth they serve! 

  Scott is the backbone of our church in making sure 

everything runs smoothly. His humble spirit and 

attitude are a blessing to all. 

  Christi has endured so much this past year. In the 

midst of her grief in losing a husband to cancer, she 

continues to serve with grace. She is a strong woman 

of God who never gives up and desires to do her job 

with excellence and compassion. 

  Bethany is a joy to work with and I am excited to 

see where she takes our children’s ministry at the 

Amarillo campus. 

  Ben jumped into the staff earlier this year to take 

our media team to a whole new level. His expertise 

and passion have been vital to our ministry as we 

launched our online services. 

  Aaron has taken the lead to “pastor” the people 

that we have online on Facebook and helps keep our 

Facebook page up to date. He has a pastor’s heart! 

  Judy has stepped in this year to be my assistant 

and I’ve been blessed by her humble spirit and passion 

for Jesus. In the midst of the chaos of the year, her 

calming spirit is a blessing. 

  Mel and BJ are a constant creative force that make 

our Sunday worship go smoothly. It is always a joy 

working with them. During this season of COVID they 

have constantly come up with more creative ways to 

share their passion for worship through music for our 

church family. 

  Cameron is the best organist I have ever worked 

with! His humility and grace are a joy! I am always 

amazed at his skill leading us in worship. 

  Charlotte has used her gift of cooking and serving 

that has blessed hundreds of people this year. She 

pivoted our Wednesday night meals to make them all 

“takeout.” We have the best takeout food in all of 

Canyon. She pours her heart into her food. 

  Brenda has led our In His Hands ministry in one of 

the toughest years we’ve ever had! Navigating new 

state regulations and trying to keep staff and children 

safe consume her week. But it is all done with an 

incredible love for each of these children we serve. 

  In addition, we have an incredible group of IHH 

teachers, nursery workers and custodial staff that 

bless literally thousands of families with the work they 

do! 

 Working with our coaches, we have also revised 

our Vision/Mission/Values/Success Factors as a church. 

We call this our Ministry Compass. This Ministry Compass 

informs everything we do as a church and has been our 

guide in helping with the launch of our Amarillo campus 

and in evaluating our ministries at our Canyon campus. 

Our new Ministry Compass is attached to the end of this 

report.  

  

Our goals for 2020 were the following:  

1. Study Committee – earlier this year we formed a Study 

Committee to discern what we will be doing with the 

land behind the church. The Study Committee has 

finished its work and is in the final stages of writing up 

the report that they will present to the church in early 

2020. Part of that report includes the 

recommendation for additional parking and more 

accessible entrance into the building. 

2. New Church Plant – We have been blessed with the 

opportunity to start a second campus of FUMC Canyon 

in South Amarillo. This has been a long-term vision of 

our leadership and it is amazing to see how God has 

moved to make this a reality. All of our key leadership 

Committees (Administrative Board, Trustees, Finance, 

SPRC) are in agreement that this is a God ordained 

“next step” for us as a church. 

 We have put the Study Committee on pause as we 

have focused most of our efforts on getting the Amarillo 

campus up and running. I’ve been so pleased at all of our 

members who have been constantly interceding and 

working to get this campus up and running. We are 

anticipating great things for 2021 as God leads us to this 

new endeavor. 

 Our primary goal for 2021 is the successful launch 

of our Amarillo campus. This is our BWAG (Big Wild 

Audacious Goal). It will be a challenge to work through the 

metrics of this process, but I am constantly amazed at the 

ways that God has been faithful.  

 As part of this goal of launching an Amarillo 

campus, we are also launching an online campus. We 

realize that many people, especially in this season of 

COVID-19, do not have a church home or cannot come to 

our physical location. Our online presence has become 

their home. We are looking at more ways to get creative 

in ministering to these people who call our church home, 

but don’t even live in the Panhandle of Texas.  

 First Methodist Church has become a multi-site 

church with locations in Canyon, Amarillo and Online. We 

call ourselves “one connected church.” And it is our 

constant goal to communicate that we are all a part of the 

same body of Christ.  

 We are a blessed community of faith, and it is a 

blessing to be your pastor. I look forward to see what God 

has for us in the new year. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

 

Rick Enns 

Lead Pastor 


