Core Values
Last month we were blessed to have Ken Willard come and lead our church in a long-range planning seminar. It gave us the opportunity to reflect on where we are as a church and on where God might be leading us in our future. 
One focus of the day was looking at our core values. Core values explain who we are. It is our identity and illuminates why we do what we do. They are the “constant, passionate, biblical core beliefs that drive the ministry” as Ken explained. 
Many of you participated in filling out a core values survey. That survey had a list of 35 potential core values of a church. We had around 200 of you fill out that survey and from those 16 core values rose to the top. We then took those 16 core values and narrowed them down to 6 primary core values of our church. 
Here are the top 6 that rose to the top from our core values survey. 
· Preaching, teaching scripture
· Christ-centered
· Discipleship
· Worship
· Prayer
· Excellence
I like these core values! It’s not enough though to just write these core values on paper – we need to learn to live them as a church! In fact, Ken gave us an example of how sometimes what we say are core values and how we live them don’t line up. The following core values represent a well-known company in America: Excellence, Respect, Communication and Integrity. Can you guess which company had these as their core values? Enron! Obviously they did not live up to the core values they preached!
We are seeking as a church to live into these core values as we see where God is leading us in the future. However, we did add a 7th core value – it is an “aspirational” core value. An aspirational value is one in which we currently do not hold, but aspire to reach. Our aspirational value is reaching lost people! 
Will you join me in praying for our church and our core values as we seek to continue to discern God’s future for us here at FUMC Canyon?
I would invite you to write these core values and place them on your mirror in your bathroom or somewhere you will see them and be reminded to pray for our church. 
It is a blessing being in ministry with you and I hope to see you on Sunday.

In Christ,

Rick Enns
revrick@firstchurchcanyon.com

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CANYON CORE VALUES
· Preaching, Teaching Scripture
· Christ-Centered
· Discipleship
· Worship
· Prayer
· Excellence
· Reaching Lost People
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