
HEALTH CONCERNS Kelli Marr, Caleb Poole, Joshua 
Castellon, Terrie Hartman, Cash Miller, Frank Boothe, 
Lynette Jalufka, Dani Tanksley, Dusti Coker 

 

JOYS & OTHER CONCERNS David Cornelsen, Walter 
King, Bryan & Laura Smith, Brenda Havens in complete 
remission, successful Daddy Daughter Dinner Dance, fire 
in Beaver County Oklahoma 

  

IN CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY the family and friends of 
Les Ethetton, the family of Amelia Irlbeck 

 

ONGOING PRAYER  CONCERNS: Dylan Brown, 
Shelly Gross, Lou Ann Barnhart, Betty Hill, Carolyn 
Mason, Beth Sanchez, Judy Gilliam, Kimberly Conrad, 
Kathy Noel, Keith & Dorinda McCormack, Terry 
Gamblin, Betty Ketchersid, Martin Mordecai, Waylon 
Malone, Erin Green, Priscilla Delatte, Christie Wilhite, 
Brandi Sustaire, Bobby Altman, Kason Gabbard, Alisann 
Smookler, Addi Martinez, Lynn Guy, Thelma Fulton, 
Kelli Marr, Carol Turner, Rachel Stockstill, Rachel 
Musgrave, Hunsley Strickland, Earl Blair, Vanda Paris, 
Maxine Sherrod, Terri Gill, Annette Lippold, Jan 
Winstead, Ethel Schroeder, Michael Brewton, Brenda 
Havens, Jan Winstead, Monica Avery 

 

ADDITIONAL INTERCESSORY PRAYERS: 
President Trump and our country’s leaders, Backyard 
Missions, War-torn Countries, New Life Children’s 
Home, the economy, our policemen and firemen, those in 
the military, unchurched men, women and children and 
the Wesley Foundation.  

Please email fumcpray@gmail.com or call 806-655-2851 
with all prayer requests, joys, concerns or updates. 
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 Joys and Concerns 

Pastor’s  —Rev. Rick Enns 

CHURCH STAFF 

SENIOR PASTOR       Rev. Rick Enns 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR    Charlie Keys 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR ……………………  ..Toni Bailey 

YOUTH MINISTER……………………  . ..Kayla Irlbeck 

ASSISTANT YOUTH  MINISTER ...... Ramon Mendoza 

YOUTH INTERN  .……………………… Suzanne Buck 

CHILDREN’S MINISTER Kim Hopson 

CHILDREN’S INTERN ……………………. Danielle Rice 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR Scott Dillard 

FINANCE MANAGER Christi Ybarra 

MUSIC DIRECTOR Melanie Brooks 

ORGANIST Cameron McMinn 

ACCOMPANIST B.J. Brooks 

MODERN WORSHIP MINISTER Jason Lester 

KITCHEN COORDINATOR Charlotte Wilson 

SENIOR PASTOR ASSISTANT             Judy Smith 

COMMUNICATION & MEDIA…………….Ben Nabours 

IHH CHILD CARE DIRECTOR  Brenda Shepherd 

Traditional Worship 8:30 & 10:50 a.m.     Modern Worship 10:50    Sunday School Hour 9:40 

Reflection on the Times 

Leading a church through this time of Covid 19 has been an 
exercise in adaptation. I can’t tell you how many times we’ve made 
decisions and plans only to scrap them hours later. We have 
agonized over decisions of worship, gatherings, In His Hands 
Dayschool, payroll, budget, etc. But through it all I’ve come away 
with some reflections about where we are as a church and society. 

 

1. First Methodist Canyon will be stronger after this crisis than 
it was before. I truly believe it! In fact, I hope you are 
preparing yourself now for what God is going to do after this. 
Because we will be stronger after this crisis than ever before. 
“No weapon formed against us will prosper.” God is striping away 
the things in our life that keep us from Him and guiding us to 
return to him and trust in Him in all areas of our life. I have 
loved to see how so many of you have turned this crisis into an 
opportunity to reach out in love for your neighbors. I have 
been blessed to see the strength and resilience of our members 
as we walk through this together.  

2. We are reaching and ministering to more people during this 
crisis than we were before the crisis! Even though our church 
building is closed and our offices are closed and we are staying 
home, we are reaching more people for Jesus than we were 
before. As a pastor friend of mine said, “Once again, Satan has 
overplayed his hand.” What was meant for harm, is an 
opportunity for spiritual awakening. This past week’s sermon 
has been viewed 628 times so far on Youtube! It is forcing us 
to be creative in reaching out to people online. We are blessed 
to have so many creative people on staff that have adapted to 
this new challenge. As I said earlier, our methods might be 
changing, but our mission doesn’t!  

3. I just said it, but let me say it again. We are blessed with an 
incredible staff that has taken this challenge and run with it. 
Please take a moment to pray for them and as they continue to 
adapt. 

4. I’ve heard many people talk about this virus as being a plague 
brought on by God. I don’t know. That’s God’s business. But I 
do know this - God can take any situation and bring good out 
of it. Here is the good that I see coming out of it. People 
slowing down and cutting out things that are a distraction. 
Families spending much needed time together. Children 

getting bored. Adults getting bored. People that have been so 
busy with life that they haven’t had the time to reflect on 
deeper issues now questioning what good that has done. God 
designed us to take Sabbath and this quarantine is forcing us 
to slow down and take Sabbath seriously, if we’ll let it.  

5. Revival is coming. I don’t say that lightly. The Western 
church has been lulled to sleep by our excess and this is 
wakening us to the deeper spiritual issues of life.  

6. More than ever we need to be in prayer interceding for our 
nation, our world, our leaders, our church, our family, the lost.  

7. God is in control. He isn’t surprised by any of this. In fact, I’m 
constantly amazed at how God has guided us so that we are 
prepared for this time. Many of you know that we do our 
sermon planning in advance. Guess what our next sermon 
series is after Easter? You guessed it – “Disconnected!” The 
whole premise of the series is how we have been disconnected 
as a society and need to reconnect with people, family, etc. and 

slow down. We planned this series before the Corona virus 
was a thing.  

 

Church family, it is a blessing to be your pastor. Please continue to 
pray for me and the church as we seek to be faithful in our calling 
to glorify God in worship, grow in likeness of Jesus and give our 
lives in love of Jesus! 

 

Stay home. Stay safe. Stay in love with God! 

 

 

Rick Enns 

Lead Pastor 

renns@firstchurchcanyon.com 

P.S. We will continue to worship online for the foreseeable future. 
So please make sure you log onto our church website—
firstchurchcanyon.com and click on the worship link to continue to 
stay connected.   

Ways to continue to give 
during this time 
Although we are unable to be in the church building, we 
are still to be the church. One of the ways is to keep 
tithing and making to the church if you are able to do 
so. Your giving is needed to help in the day to day 
operations of the church and the staff here at FUMC 
Canyon. Two ways to make that happen  
1. write a check and place it in an envelope with a 

stamp on in and drop it in the mail box. 

2. go to firstchurchcanyon.com and click on the give 
tab and follow the directions from that point. Here 
is the link to help you get there. http://
firstchurchcanyon.com/give   

Please remember to watch the  Sunday 

morning worship online. Stay connected and 

continue being the hands and feet of  Jesus. 

Check on your friends and family often. You 

can log onto firstchurchcanyon.com and click 

on the link to watch the worship service. 

The worship services are uploaded each 

Sunday morning. We are continuing to be 

prayer for each one you.  

If  you are receiving the newsletter by email 

you can click on the link and view the 

worship service—http://

firstchurchcanyon.com/ . 

 

http://firstchurchcanyon.com/give
http://firstchurchcanyon.com/give
http://firstchurchcanyon.com/
http://firstchurchcanyon.com/


Message from Associate Pastor                        written by  Toni Bailey 

Monday, December 24 

Wednesday, August 21 5:30-7:30 

I’m Declaring New Things! 

Isaiah 42:6-9 says, 

      “6 I, the LORD, have called you for a good 
reason. I will grasp your hand and guard you, and 
give you as a covenant to the people, as a light to 
the nations, 
7 to open blind eyes, to lead the prisoners from 
prison, and those who sit in darkness from the 
dungeon. 8 I am the LORD; that is my name; I don’t 
hand out my glory to others or my praise to idols. 
9 The things announced in the past—look—they’ve 
already happened, but I’m declaring new things. 
Before they even appear, I tell you about them.” 
     Hello Church Family! Are you enjoying your 
time at home? Are you taking advantage of  this 
Sabbath rest that God has provided? Are you a 
little uncomfortable with this slower pace of  life? 
Is there more of  an awareness of  God’s presence 
in your life? Or is there fear and anxiousness? 
    I believe that God is speaking to us through his 
Word and the Holy Spirit. I believe that God is 
declaring new things that are about to happen and 
are even happing now!  
     With the Coronavirus running rampantly 
throughout our world there is great opportunity 
for us to shine brightly with God’s love and grace 
in our communities. I have already been blessed 
reading and hearing about the creative ways in 
which we communicate with each other, how we 
remain connected to one another, and how people 
are helping one another. 
     I believe that God has called us to be a light to 
the nations, and to open blind eyes, and to lead the 
prisoners free from prison, and those who sit in 
darkness, bringing them out into God’s marvelous 
light.  
     But God will not compete with our idols. I think 
that God gently removed our idols of  sports, 
entertainment, work, and money in order for us to 
get our priorities straight. God should be first and 
foremost in our life. It is important to create space 
and time to spend with God! Why? Because God is 
so in love with his children and he desires sweet 
fellowship with you! 
     I did NOT say that God created the 
Coronavirus but I do believe that he can use this 

crisis for our good and for His glory!  
     I believe this time of  being confined to our 
homes is a preparation time for God to do a good 
work in us and through us by purifying our hearts, 
strengthening our faith, and anointing us to 
proclaim that, “the Kingdom of  God is here and 
now is the time to repent and believe in the Gospel 
of  Jesus Christ!”   
     I believe that we can expect God to meet us 
where we are and use us in miraculous ways! I 
believe lives will be changed! I believe that my life 
is being changed. God is doing a new thing in all 
of  us and we need to be open to the leading of  the 
Holy Spirit in us. 
     We have all been forced to try new things as a 
result of  the Coronavirus. I know that I have had 
to learn to do new things; from online preaching 
and teaching to neighborhood prayer drives! I’m 
learning that I can be creative because God is my 
creator and he is definitely creative!! 
     When the Coronavirus passes there will be a 
temptation for us to return to life as usual or life as 
it was before the virus. And I think that would be a 
tragedy!  
     The world as we knew it has changed as a result 
of  this virus! And we have been given new 
beginnings in our life, with our families, our friends 
and our neighbors. Let’s Join God in the new 
things He is declaring! LISTEN! He is telling us 
about them now……… 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Toni 

As we find ourselves in the midst of  social distancing, Confirmation 2020 was 
able to travel to Alamogordo, NM for some fun, fellowship, and growing in 
faith.  The end of  February found our kiddos serving, making connections, and 
gaining confidence.  It also gave them an opportunity to experience White 
Sands National Park. 


