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March 22, 2020 
Parable of the Mustard Seed and the Leaven 

Matthew 13:31-33 
 
Main Point 
Though the Kingdom may seem insignificant and small right now to the visible eye, it is filled 
with unimaginable growth and unbelievable power. 
Gathering at the Table 

• For the benefit of those who were not here, what was the main emphasis this morning? 
o You can catch up at fbchazlehurst.com or on our facebook page.   

• Is there one particular thought that resonated with you? 
• Any concerns or questions from the text? 
• Give an example of something you discovered was “more than meets the eye.” 
• How have you seen something small influence something big?   
• What do you think of when someone says, “big things come in small packages” and why? 
• How are we sometimes discouraged when we can’t see the big picture? 

Going Deeper in the Word 
Read Matthew 13:31-33 

• Why does Jesus use the mustard seed as a picture of the kingdom?  Can you tell what the plant will be 
by looking at the seed?  Does that change the reality of what it becomes? 

• How does Matthew 17:20 impact your understanding about a mustard seed?  What is Jesus’ point 
using that illustration? 

• What benefit does the grown mustard “tree” give?  How is that like the growing kingdom?  
• Which is more valuable the mustard seed or the mustard plant?  (hint: this is a trick question) Why? 
• What are some ways the kingdom is growing that we can’t yet see? 

Consider these verses Matthew 16:6-12, 1 Corinthians 5:6, and Galatians 5:7-9 
• While used in a negative sense, how is leaven used in these passages?  Why? 
• If a little leaven influences a large area, how does this work positively in regards to the kingdom of 

God? 
• How do we see that at work in scripture?  Right now? 

Read John 12:23-24 
• Here Jesus returns to a picture of a single seed sown.  It is not a mustard seed but a grain of wheat.  

What is Jesus talking about here?  More specifically, WHO is Jesus talking about? 
• How does that inform your thinking about the Kingdom?   
• What is the fruit that is produced? 
• How does this connect to His teaching in Matthew 13?  

Getting Prepared to live out the Word this Week 
• In what ways do you, as a kingdom citizen, need to live as leaven this week? 
• How are you encouraged by theses parables? 
• What do they challenge you to do today? 

Growing Together in Prayer 
Pray for one another!  Call a friend and pray, gather with your family and pray, text a prayer to someone you 
know.  Pray!  


