
 

 

 

 

  

 

What is Better Beginnings?  

Better Beginnings, a program of the Arkansas Department of Human Services (DHS), connects Arkansas families with 

information and care that helps their children experience a safe, happy, healthy childhood. 

What is the purpose of Better Beginnings? 

Better Beginnings is designed to improve the level of quality in child care and early childhood education programs across 

the state.  

How is a program rated for their quality of child care?  

The Better Beginnings staff works with child care and early childhood education providers to train their staff to build a 

better learning environment. Program administrators developed a one, two and three star rating system to certify child 

care and early childhood education providers. The rating system is meant to appeal to customers, much like the star-

ratings they see in retail environments.  

How does Better Beginnings assist with finding child care?  

The Better Beginnings website provides the resources that families need to find a child care and early childhood 

education facility that meets their child’s unique needs. This site shows all licensed providers in the state, but uses the 

star-rating system to emphasize Better Beginnings programs. To begin the search for child care and early childhood 

education in a community, families can use the Find Child Care feature on ARBetterBeginnings.com. 

Who can apply to be a Better Beginnings rated program? 

Better Beginnings is available to family child care homes, centers and school-age programs.   

What type of education do children receive in a Better Beginnings program?  

Better Beginnings places an emphasize on preparing children for kindergarten and the bright future ahead of them. 

Better Beginnings’ curriculum is based on early learning and development guidelines: math, science and literacy. 

Do Better Beginnings programs offer assistance to those who need help paying for child care?  

Every star level can accept vouchers as a form of payment.  


