
Children join the TLC family as early as 6 
months old, at times…and often after being 
referred by the NICU unit. Some have 
complications due to medical syndromes that 
result in cardiac problems, nystagmus, and 
extremely delayed development. 

When TLC specialists form a team around one child and his family, it includes a 
child development specialist, an occupational therapist, and a physical therapist 
who come to the home on a weekly basis to try to catch each child up. 

“One little boy was very wary of new people and would cry for entire sessions”, 
states TLC child development specialist, Valerie Louthian. Due to poor trunk 
stability, “sitting was only possible a short time with slouched posture and required 
much support from the therapist to maintain”, notes the physical therapist,  
Eunice Lee. “He was very closed off from his environment.” 

This summer, he joined the center-based family group 
that meets 3 times a week. So much has changed over 
his early years of in-home therapies! Christina Colbert, 
the lead child development specialist at the center, 
observes that he now spontaneously greets familiar 
adults with a wave, and has become more interested in 
interacting with his peers. He has begun to wear his 
glasses with consistency and recently started walking 
independently; “this has made a huge difference in his 
ability to actively explore his surroundings confidently 
and without help,” states Christina. He is beginning 
to independently join in group games, only looking 
back occasionally to visually locate his mother. 

“Early intervention works, and the earlier the  
better”, states Marielena Rivas, outreach  
coordinator. PT Eunice Lee agrees. “Children 
become social toddlers who love to interact 
with others, explore their surroundings and get 
ready for preschool. TLC is ready with our  
Inclusive Preschool right now! For more  
information about a tour or a consultation,  
contact 818-708-4948 or mrivas@tlc4blind.org.

Early Intervention Program  
                                 The Earlier the Better

TLC believes in the value  
of each individual and 

promotes the philosophy  
that each participant  

can be assisted to achieve  
his or her full potential

PLANNED GIFTS ENSURE THAT 

TLC WILL BE ABLE TO OFFER 

HIGH-CALIBER SERVICES TO OUR 

COMMUNITY FOR GENERATIONS 

TO COME. IF YOUR LIFE HAS BEEN 

TOUCHED BY TLC, CONSIDER 

INVESTING IN ITS FUTURE  

BY NAMING TLC FOR THE BLIND  

IN YOUR WILL OR TRUST.

A planned gift will…
Help hundreds of babies newly 
diagnosed with disability or blindness 
and their families to navigate their 
futures with appropriate therapy and 
service delivery for solid growth.

Create access to activities, music, 
friendship and fitness for children and 
adults in supervised day programs and 
afterschool program care.

Nurture over 80 men and women 
in comfortable care homes in safe 
community neighborhoods.

Ensure quality supervision of TLC 
clients across the lifespan by trained 
professional staff.

Is TLC already in your will?
Please let us know. Your generosity 
allows naming you as a Visionaire, 
including prominent recognition with 
your permission. Recognition includes 
Visionaires Wall of Honor (coming 2016), 
print and electronic listings in TLC news, 
website or social media. Sharing your 
intentions to leave a legacy inspires 
others to join you.

For more information,  
contact Gail Peters 818-708-1740  

or gpeters@tlc4blind.org.

A California not-for-profit  
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primary purpose of providing  
for the lifetime needs  
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TLC’s birthday celebration  

continues! On October 29,  

2015, the annual Dance-a-thon  

featured Bryan the DJ playing 

tunes from the last four  

decades…beginning in 1975 

with the Captain and Tennille 

and moving up to today’s  

artists, including Adele, Taylor 

Swift and Justin Bieber.  

“40 and Fabulous is such a  

perfect theme for today’s  

party. My sister and her  

friends are loving the music”, 

beamed volunteer and family 

member, Cathy Blin.  

This has been an anniversary year to remember – we celebrated our past 
with an eye to the future, and then, in a very personal way, remembered 
how important each individual person is at TLC. Once again, we realized 
how each person impacts who we are and the decisions we make. We said 
a final goodbye to two of our residents within two months of each other.

Larry Pearlman was often referred to as TLC’s first ambassador, having 
been photographed with Sammy Davis, Jr., Mayor Tom Bradley, and Peter 
Yarrow, of Peter, Paul, and Mary. He represented TLC at a variety of 
community events not only with his TLC family, but with his parents, 
founders Bernice and Seymour Pearlman during their lifetimes. Larry’s 
love of music, particularly drumming, added so much to his world.  He 
loved to have visits from his beloved dog, “Emma”, and his cousins’ visits 
meant so much to him.  Just last year, Larry had his bar mitzvah ceremony 
at age 59, a pinnacle of achievement for him and his family.

Longtime resident Daryl Doolen passed away after 75 well-lived years, 
leaving behind a loving girlfriend and a legacy of what it means to live a 
full life. I knew him for twenty years, and in that time I was always 
impressed by his ability to advocate for himself, and, equally importantly, 
his “sweet girl” Debbie. Daryl never hesitated to remind me of all the 
things I should do; that I should visit more often, that I should make sure 
he could see his girlfriend, and that I should never “give up the ship.” 

Those of us who work at TLC do so because we believe we can make a 
difference in the lives of the people who participate in our programs. Along 
with their families, we want them to live a full and engaged life, enjoy 
friends, get involved in meaningful activities and find ways to experience 
the joys and challenges of living. Building that good life is our goal at TLC. 
Though there are days that we might be distracted, Larry and Daryl always 
reminded me – and many of you – that what we do matters, that everyone 
at TLC deserves our best efforts.  

We will honor their lives by doing the same: persevering and advocating 
for all in their memory.

From the Director

In Memoriam

Daryl Doolen 1939-2015

Larry Pearlman 1955-2015

Dancers and longtime residents John 
Wood and Judy Tompkins (winners of 
the “Shake a Little TLC” trophies), 
remembered most of the songs from 
the late 70’s! In the 80’s, when movie 
Urban Cowboy came out, a country-
western dance called the “Cotton-Eyed 
Joe” hit the mark. Lara Conrady, a 
new volunteer and transplant from 
Texas, showed a brave group how  
to do this fun line dance, once they 
found the beat! Her dancers learned 
that the Cotton-Eyed Joe starts with 
simply learning the way of walking 
(quick, quick, slow, slow). 

This day-to-evening party had Day 
Program folks moving and grooving 
at the beginning and carried into  
the evening, and allowed all our  
Residents and their caregiving staff 
to come for the fun, food and  
festivities. TLC appreciated key  
sponsor Montage Insurance Solutions, 
who not only sponsored the event 
but also sent great volunteers from 
the company, Margarita Laverde and 
Adrienne Marine, to head up the  
massive pizza brigade. 

Other trophy winners included  
Nickolas Kontos and Jacqueline Vann 
(Dancing in the Streets trophies) and 
Christina Coneche (“Dance with Me” 
staff trophy). Grab bag prizes, official 
Dance-a-thon medallions and a special 
dessert (thank you, CREAM Northridge!) 
made this event something to remember 
when we turn 50! 

We Danced to Our Own “Top Forty” 

“Don’t 
    Give 
Up     
    the      
  Ship”
                            - Daryl Doolen



Thank You 
Dance-a-thon
2015 Sponsors 

A1 Livescan Notary  
and Shipping 

Absolute Fire Protection

Bergman Dacey Goldsmith

Glass Etc Cal. 

Landegger Baron Law Group

Montage Insurance Solutions

Silbert Consulting

Big Mama and Big Papa Pizza

Thyra and Karl Boeckmann  

CREAM Northridge 

Delicious Bakery

Domino’s 

Mike’s Roofing and Building

Mitch Englander and
    Council District 12 

Farmer Boys

H & O Automotive

Kennedy Lock and Safe

Matadors Community Credit Union

Alan and April Meadow 

Mey Fung Bakery

Cyndi and Bill McAuley 

Papa John’s Pizza 

Pieology

Pizza Man

Joan Schulman

Dr. Bill Takeshita

Tolman & Wiker

Andrea Zeller and Hair Raising Experience



It came up at an Individual Program 
Plan (IPP) meeting; sort of a usual 
question, too. “What one thing would 
really make your day?” The answer? 

“I want to be on The Price is Right!”

Karen Brown, day program case man-
ager stopped. She thought, “Wait. 
This might be a great opportunity.  
I think we can make this happen!” 
TLC is fortunate to have staff members 
with all sorts of experience, and  
Karen came to the organization from 

the world of television editing. How in the world did a TV editing career turn into a human service path at TLC? “I am 
fulfilling my personal goals and making a difference in people’s lives.” Well, lucky for Craig, Chris, Dee Dee and Jorge, 
who traveled to CBS for the taping, were treated a bit like celebrities, and fulfilled their own dreams that day.

Dee Dee was excited as they pinned on a name tag and told her what would happen during her pre-taping interview. 
Craig was ready to play the game; he turned into a fan favorite during the pre-show warm ups, with the crowds chanting 

“Craig! Craig!” to his utter delight. Jorge was able to take it all in: the flashing lights and sounds, the chill of the studio 
and the applause of the audience were unmistakable sensations. 

Karen and her collaborator from television made it happen. So did staffers Mario and Atousa along with Dan Cayem, 
psychology consultant, who all attended this unforgettable experience with our celebs. Our day program team turned 
into TV extras that day! Congratulations on your fame!

You’re  
the Next 
Contestant 

Forty Bucks 
         Well-Spent
         What we did with the money

Thank you again! Hundreds of you 
TLC supporters exceeded a $40,000 
goal in the recent Forty for Forty  
campaign. We are busy spending 
$48,000 on sensory equipment, new 
day program furnishings, installing 
new shade structures to combat the 
brutal sun, and making shopping lists, 
rather than wish lists! Your gifts enable 
us to maximize the senses: hearing, 
smelling, tasting, feeling, and moving. 

Here is a beginning roster of items that 
your generosity and our staff’s creativity 

have partnered to make possible:

recliners

new couches  
for Day Program 

massage pillows 

rockers

iPads and tablets 

exterior seating

shade covers

arts and crafts 

projectors

new games 

meditation music

karaoke machines

new built-in BBQ for campus

Project Safe, a child abuse prevention program, was invited to  
share their vision of creating a more nurturing community for children.  

Dr. Wingfield and Dr. Chon shared their expertise with TLC early intervention 
staff members in an all-day learning event.

Board Member Joan Schulman  
tours new TLC volunteer  
Malerie Halperin around  

our campus. The next generation  
of supporters are finding ways to  

help out: with TLC communications, 
reading to clients, weeding 

and planting the gardens, 
to name a few!

The judges of the  
pumpkin contest  
(kids from Children’s 
Afterschool) had a  
tough job deciding,  
but they named these 
winners! Congrats Ady, 
Roxana, and Mayra  
from Day Program!

Catching Up with TLC

The Teal Sea Band entertains at a command performance  
of 18 songs at UCP’s private affair in early November.

Matthew Delacorte is a delightful member of our residential community and 
many consider him an “Elder Statesman” of our Support Center. Matthew, 67, 
enjoys talking with people. Bilateral hearing aids help him listen to and chat 
with visitors, participants and staff; Matt makes everyone laugh with his antics. 
Challenges associated with blindness and other physical disabilities do not deter 
him from eagerly approaching each new day with positive energy. He gets 
around with a graphite folding white cane, which together with the hat he  
always sports on his head, give off the “Fred Astaire savoir-faire” that only 
Matthew can pull off.

He lets everyone know he wants to be called, “Matthew Delacorte, the Third, 
from New York, New York”! When he learned of an honor bestowed  
annually by the Third District of the City of LA, this suddenly had a new 
meaning! Matt was honored by City Councilmember Bob Blumenfield in a 
celebration held at the grand council chamber of City Hall in September.  
He was singled out for representing the best of Los Angeles’ deaf community 
in raising awareness and living a fulfilling life on this special day. His  
housemates from “Community House” and all his admirers from day program 
joined in congratulating Matthew. 

Deaf Awareness Day in L.A.

Matthew Delacorte nominated by 
Councilmember Bob Blumenfield


