
  

 

Esther Study Questions 
King Xerxes Deposes Queen Vashti 

Lesson 17 – Esther 1:1-22 

A Bit of History 

536  BC – King Cyrus the Great issues a decree allowing Jews in Babylon to return to Israel 
under the leadership of Zerubbabel. 

516  BC – Temple in Jerusalem completed and dedicated.  

486 BC – Xerxes becomes king of Persia. 

478 BC – Esther becomes queen. 

473 BC – Esther saves her people. 

465 BC -  Artaxerxes(Esther’s stepson) becomes king of Persia. 

455 BC – Ezra returns to Jerusalem with exiles. 

444 BC – Nehemiah returns to Israel with exiles. 

Esther 1:1-4 

1.  Where was Persia, and what do we call that area today? 
 

 
2.  Historians say the Xerxes’ father was defeated by the Greeks in 490 BC and Xerxes 

himself invaded Greece in 480 BC to vindicate his father (Though he was bitterly 
defeated).  What then might have been the reason for this elaborate and lengthy show of 
wealth in 483 BC?  How long did it last? 

 

 
3.  What does the description of Xerxes’ display of wealth and the ensuing 7-day feast tell us 

about him? 

 

Esther 1:5-8 



  

4. Who attended the shorter, 7-day banquet? 

 

b.  What problems could verse 8 have caused? 

 

 

5.  Of all the grandeur described in this event, what was most significant to you about the 
garden banquet? 

 

 

Esther 1:9-12 

6. What does v9 tell us about who was in attendance at Xerxes’ garden banquet?  What else 
was taking place at this time?  Where? 

 

7.  At what point during the banquet did Xerxes command Vashti to appear before him and 
his guests?  What was his condition? 
 

 

8.  Why do you think Queen Vashti refused to appear?  What was the king’s response and 
why might he have reacted that way? 

 

 

Esther 1:13-18 

9. Who did the king consult regarding Vashti’s behavior? 

 

B  What were the king’s advisors afraid Vashti’s behavior would encourage?   

 

10.  What does “who understood the times” mean in v13? 

 

 

Esther 1:19-22 

11.  What was Vashti’s punishment?  Do you think it was just?  What else could it have 
included? 



  

 

12.  What did the king’s edict proclaim, and where was it publicized? 

 

Chapter 1 Reflection 

13.  What event stood out to you most in this chapter, and why? 

 

14. How would you define the providence of God?  Where have you seen God’s providence 
working in your life recently? 

 

15.  What do the following verses say about the providence of God: 

Psalm 103:19___________________________________________________ 

Daniel 4:35_____________________________________________________ 

Psalm 22:28____________________________________________________ 

Ephesians 1:11___________________________________________________ 

Romans 8:28__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Proverbs to Ponder 
“The hope of the righteous will be gladness, but the expectation of the wicked will perish”  

                                        Proverbs 10:28 

 

“When pride comes, then comes shame; but with the humble is wisdom”  

      Proverbs 11:2 

 

 

 

 


