
 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Worship Plan| “Blessed Assurance” 

(Portions borrowed from He Reads Truth) 

 

Open in Prayer 

Take time to ask God to bless this time together as a family. Thank Him for His faithfulness and peace. 
Ask Him through the Holy Spirit to reveal truth to you and to speak to you through this time together. 

Bible Reading 

1 John 4:7–19 (ESV):  

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 
knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of 

God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No 

one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.  

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we 
have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever 

confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know 
and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and 
God abides in him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of 

judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19 We 

love because he first loved us. 

 

Hebrews 10:19–23 (ESV): 

 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by 
the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since 
we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 



1 Peter 1:3–9 (ESV):  

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power 
are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you 

rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the 
tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may 
be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not 
seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is 

inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

Devotional 

Frances Jean “Fanny” Crosby (1820-1915), an only child from Brewster, New York, was one of the 
most prolific hymn writers the world has ever seen, composing over 8,000 hymns, along with several 
books and over 1,000 poems. Because publishers in her day were often reluctant to publish a 
woman’s work, Fanny used more than 200 masculine pseudonyms over the course of her career. 
 
Blind from an early age, Crosby saw the world through her mind’s eye. She would begin to compose 
a hymn in her head, and once she had it written on her memory, she would then recite it to her 
personal stenographer who would write it down for her. She often worked on 5 or 6 hymns at a time, 
each floating in its own corner of her imagination until she felt ready to let it out. 
In describing her hymn-writing process, Crosby once said: “It may seem a little old-fashioned, 
always to begin one’s work with prayer, but I never undertake a hymn without first asking the good 
Lord to be my inspiration.” The hymn “Blessed Assurance” reveals that she did indeed believe her 
Lord to be good. 
 
“Blessed Assurance” is an exploration of the wonder of what it means to walk presently in what Peter 
calls a “living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Pet 1:3). For Fanny 
Crosby, one thing this “living hope” means is that we have a reason, right now, to celebrate with 
the confidence to draw near to God, trusting that He will never cast us away. This hymn 
celebrates the goodness of being at ease in a confident and perfect love that casts out fear (1 John 
4:18). 
 
“Blessed Assurance” in unashamedly happy. Crosby uses words like foretaste, praising, delight, 
happy, goodness, and, of course, blessed to give the song its buoyancy. In a cynical world, a hymn 
like this is refreshing. Crosby isn’t offering Christians a false sense of optimism. She is 
articulating the sure and eternal benefits of the work of Christ given to the believer. “Blessed 
Assurance” invites us to “draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water” (Heb 10:22). 
 
For the blind hymn writer from New York, passages like 1 John 4:7-19, Hebrews 10:19-23, and 1 
Peter 1:3-9 were cause for celebration, which is what this hymn sets out to do. The Christian’s hope 
for happiness and peace is not wishful thinking. It is based on what we have already been 
promised because of the finished work of Christ—a blessed assurance that Jesus is ours. 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%204.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%204.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%204.7-19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.19-23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.3-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.3-9


Worship through Song 

Blessed Assurance: YouTube 

BLESSED ASSURANCE 
Fanny Crosby, 1873 

Blessed assurance; Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

Refrain: 
This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long; 
this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain] 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest; 
watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. [Refrain] 

Close in Prayer 

Allow each person to pray and have someone designated to close the prayer time 
Use the A.C.T.S. (Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication) model or a prayer guide to direct 

this time for your family 

https://youtu.be/rDeiy9-t2GE

