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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church exists to worship God in the beauty of holiness and in Spirit 
and truth; to win the lost to Jesus Christ and disciple every believer; to equip and empower 

every member for ministry; and to spread God’s kingdom through charitable, righteous 
works locally and globally. 



Order of Service
I.  JESUS MEETS PILATE
 
 V.  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
 R.  Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Jesus’ first stop on the way of the cross is the Governor’s palace. Many Jewish leaders want Jesus out of the way. “Crucify him,” 
they insist. They ask for a murderer named Barabbas to be set free; Pilate was afraid of Jesus, and washed his hands in front of 
the people, to show he didn’t want to be responsible for his death.

 V.  God spared not his son;
 R.  But delivered him up for us all.

Let us pray. Lord, you are being condemned even though you are innocent. You are sad when people reject your love. Forgive 
us, Lord, when we forget your love. Amen

Pause for object lesson.

 Hymn: When I survey the wondrous cross
  Where the young Prince of Glory died,
   My richest gain I count but loss,
  And pour contempt on all my pride.

II.  JESUS TAKES THE CROSS
 
 V.  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
 R.  Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

The Roman soldiers bring a large wooden cross for Jesus to carry. It is very heavy and rough. Though Jesus is tired, and weak, 
he reaches out and accepts the cross lovingly. He is like a sheep led to slaughter.

 V.  The Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
 R.  For our sins he was stricken.

Let us pray. Dear Jesus, for you the cross stands for all the world’s evil, hatred, and cruelty. By your love you transform this 
cross into a symbol of hope and salvation for us. Help us walk in the way of the cross. Amen.

Pause for object lesson.

 Hymn: Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
  Save in the cross of Christ, my God:
  All the vain things that charm me most,
  I sacrifice them to his blood.
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III.  JESUS MEETS HIS MOTHER

 V.  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
 R.  Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

On the narrow roadway, Jesus turns the corner and looks ahead to see his mother. She reaches out to touch him. He is thankful 
that she is there. She doesn’t say anything to him, but he knows that she loves him and is proud of him, even though she feels 
sad and helpless to do anything.

 V.  A sword also will pierce your soul, Mary:
 R.  So that the hearts of many will be revealed.

Let us pray. Our beloved Father, we humbly confess that although we belong to Jesus, we share so little in his sufferings, 
although Mary his mother did. Give us, like her, a heart that endures to the end. Help us to be like Mary, to stand beneath 
your cross and share your pain. Amen.

Pause for object lesson.

 Hymn:  At the cross her station keeping,
   Stood the mournful mother weeping,
   Where he hung, the dying Lord.
   For her soul of joy bereaved.
   Bowed with anguish, deeply grieved,
   Felt the sharp and piercing sword.

IV.  SIMON HELPS JESUS

 V.  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
 R.  Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

The soldiers notice that Jesus is very weak. He is struggling under the  load, so they pull a man from the crowd — a stranger 
— and force him to help Jesus carry his cross. The stranger, whose name is Simon from Cyrene, in Africa, doesn’t dare disobey 
the soldiers, even though he is frightened and embarrassed to be seen helping Jesus. He doesn’t know who Jesus is. What if the 
soldiers had asked you to help Jesus? Would you want to help him?

 V. Whoever does not pick up his cross and follow me:
 R. Cannot be my disciple.
 
 Let us pray. O God, out of love your Son overcame death to save us. Help us daily to take up our cross in love and follow   
 him. Amen.

Pause for object lesson.

 Hymn:  Beneath the cross of Jesus, I fain would take my stand.
  The shadow of a mighty rock, within a weary land,
  A home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way,
  From the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day.
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V.  JESUS MEETS SOME WOMEN
 
 V. We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
 R. Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

On his way, Jesus meets a group of women from Jerusalem. They are weeping for him because he is suffering so much and 
because many officials have treated him cruelly. Jesus tells them to weep for themselves and for their children, because the 
cruelty in the world will surely touch them, just as it is touching him.

 V. Those who sow in tears:
 R. Shall reap in joy.

Let us pray. Lord, there have been cruel people in our life who have hurt us. Cruel people hurt those we love. Jesus, you know 
how that feels. Forgive us for hurting you by our sins. Create in us new hearts to love and serve you. Amen.

Pause for object lesson.

 Hymn:  Amazing grace! How sweet the sound,
   That saved a wretch like me!
   I once was lost but now am found,
  Was blind but now I see.
 ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
  And grace my fears relieved, 
  How precious did that grace appear
  The hour I first believed!

VI. JESUS IS STRIPPED
 
 V.  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
 R.  Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Jesus has reached the top of the hill. The soldiers let him drop the cross to the ground. And while Jesus stands there in front of 
the crowds, the soldiers pull off his clothes, leaving him humiliated. He is being treated as a common criminal, as if he were 
worthless.
 
 V.  They gave him wine with bitter herbs to drink, but he refused it.
 R.  They threw dice for his clothes.

Let us pray. Lord, when we are made to feel embarrassed and treated as if we were without value, we know that you, Jesus, 
understand because you have experienced shame. Amen.

Pause for object lesson.

 Hymn:  On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,
   The emblem of suff’ring and shame;
   And I love that old cross where the dearest and best
   For a world of lost sinners was slain.

   So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross,
   Till my trophies at last I lay down;
   I will cling to the old rugged cross,
   And exchange it some day for a crown.
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VII.  JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS
 
 V. We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
 R. Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Now the soldiers make Jesus lie on the cross. They stretch out his arms and fasten them with nails. They also nail his feet so 
that he is securely fastened to the cross. Only his great love for us enables Jesus to bear his pain and suffering. Two robbers were 
also crucified there that morning, one on either side of him.
 
 V.  I, if I be lifted up,
 R.  Will draw all men unto me.

Let us pray. Jesus, when we are in great pain and can’t move, we remember how much you suffered for us. You know, Lord, 
how it feels to be trapped. Amen.
Pause for object lesson.

 Hymn:  In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,
    A wondrous beauty I see;
    For ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died.
    To pardon and sanctify me.

    So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross,
    Till my trophies at last I lay down;
    I will cling to the old rugged cross,
    And exchange it some day for a crown.

VIII.  JESUS DIES
 
 V. We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
 R. Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

The cross is standing, and Jesus is hanging on it. At the foot of the cross stand Mary, his mother, and his disciple, John. Time 
goes by very slowly, for Jesus is full of pain. But more important than the pain is his love for us, and his willingness to die, for 
us to be free from sin. Even on the cross Jesus is able to care for his mother, asking his close friend John to be like a son to her, 
and for her to be like a mother to John.

 V.  Christ for our sake was obedient even unto death.
 R.  Even the death of the cross.

Let us pray. Jesus, you have shown us that even when we are in pain and suffering, even when we are dying, we can still love 
because you, Lord, help us. Amen.
Pause for object lesson.

 Hymn:  Who, on Christ’s dear mother gazing,
    Pierced by anguish so amazing,
    Born of woman would not weep?
    Who, on Christ’s dear mother thinking,
    Such a cup of sorrow drinking,
    Would not share her sorrows deep?
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IX.  JESUS IS PLACED IN MARY’S ARMS

 V.  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
 R.  Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

After Jesus dies, a few friends gently take his body down from the cross and put him in the arms of his mother. She held Jesus 
like this when he was a baby, but now his body has no life left in it. Her heart is filled with sadness and emptiness. Her eyes 
were blessed to look into his more than any other human’s, her ears to hear more words from his divine lips.
 
 V.  Her tears are on her cheeks.
 R.  No one can comfort her.
 
Let us pray. Lord, it’s just as you said through the prophet Zechariah, “I will pour out on the house of David, and the people 
of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and prayer, and they will look on him they pierced, and mourn for him as for an only son, and 
grieve bitterly for him as for an oldest child who died.” Amen.

Pause for object lesson.

 Hymn:  For his people’s sins chastised,
   She beheld her Son despised,
   Scourged, and crowned with thorns entwined;
   Saw him then from judgement taken,
   And in death by all forsaken,
   Till his spirit he resigned.

X.  JESUS IS BURIED
 
 V.  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
 R.  Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

The final stopping place for Jesus is a dark tomb. Joseph of Arimathea asks for Jesus’ body and places it in the tomb, a hole 
carved out in the side of a mountain. His friends place his body on the stone slab, wipe off the blood, wash his body clean, and 
cover it with cloth and fragrant spices. His friends and his mother touch his body for the last time before they leave. They are 
discouraged and feel that all their hopes for Jesus are gone.
 
 V.  You will not abandon me to the grave.
 R.  Nor let your holy one see corruption.
 
Let us pray. Lord, we know how your friends must have felt because we ourselves have at times felt discouraged and lost   
hope. Help us to trust you, even when we don’t understand. Amen.

 Hymn:  Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
   Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
   Oh!……..Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble,
   Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

   Pause for final readings, prayers, object lessons and Benediction.
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