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RECTOR’S EDITORIAL

Strive for peace with everyone, and 
for the holiness without which no one 

will see the Lord.” (Hebrews 12.14)
“. . . as he who called you is holy, you also be 

holy in all your conduct, since it written, ‘You 
shall be holy, for I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1.15-16)

At the head of the year, it is the habit of the 
Church to look into those moments of Jesus’ 
life that speak of His divinity. In the season 
of Epiphany, we look at the Magi who bring 
gifts befitting kings, prophets, and priests. 
We stand in awe when we hear the voice of 
the Father from heaven proclaiming Jesus 
as His Son and are commanded to listen 
to Him. And we wonder at Jesus who is 
identified as the Lamb of God. The invasion 
of Christ into our world, becoming one of 
us in our flesh, is all about the sovereign 
rescue of God to make us righteous by His 
perfect sacrifice and atonement. This is 
about our justification and sanctification. 
This is about the holiness of God and His 
will that we would be holy too. 

This issue of Ad Fontes is about holiness. 
Whole books are written on the subject. One 
of the best is J. C. Ryle’s book called Holiness. 
Large sections of systematic theology texts 
are devoted to holiness. Theologians from all 
ages, if they are careful to ensure that their 
theology is rooted in the Scriptures, have 
much to say about it. And when looked at 
carefully, we see the call to personal holiness 
is found throughout scripture, from Genesis 
to Revelation, Old Testament through New 
Testament. I will not pretend to even scratch 
the surface of the subject of holiness, nor 
say anything new or original in this short 
editorial. We are simply putting the subject 
out there because it is something that the 
Church should be continually thinking and 

praying about. It is, after all, a command of 
God for His people. 

In order to prime the pump, so to speak, 
take a look at Paul’s letter to the Colossians, 
chapter one: 

“And you, who once were alienated 
and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 
he has now reconciled in his body of 
flesh by his death, in order to present you 
holy and blameless and above reproach 
before him, if indeed you continue in the 
faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting 
from the hope of the gospel that you 
heard, which has been proclaimed in 
all creation under heaven, and of which 
I, Paul, became a minister.” Colossians 
1.21-23 (emphasis added)
Paul is connecting the Gospel, which is 

the proclamation of the reconciling act of 
Christ in His death for us for the purposes 
of making us holy. Or to put it more simply, 
we are made righteous in order to pursue 
holiness. I think that same purpose can 
also be seen in that wonderful verse from 
Paul’s letter to the church in Galatia, “For 
freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 
therefore, and do not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery.” (Galatians 5.1) Freedom in 
Christ is fellowship as sons and daughters 
with the heir of the kingdom, the Son of 
God. (John 8.34-36) We get that freedom 
and that fellowship at the moment of 
justification. “Christians are justified by the 
righteousness of Christ whereby they dwell 
in him and are thus acceptable to God.”1  
Justification is the sovereign and complete 
act of God in making us right before Him. 

But, holiness is simply being set apart for 
God. Once we are justified, we set ourselves 
aside for His purposes. We are devoted to 
Him. And, we are His own people. Holiness 
involves every part of our life, both outward 
and inward. Holiness is seeking His way and 
will in our home life and our public life. As 
husbands, wives, parents, grandparents, 
aunts and uncles, sisters and brothers, our 
lives should reflect Christ in all we say and 
do, all our thoughts and motivations. And 
that is hard to do. That’s why we need His 
help to get there. His Holy Spirit is promised 
to us, to transform us more and more into 
His image. That is sanctification. 

1   C. FitzSimons Allison, The Rise of Moralism: The 
Proclamation of the Gospel from Hooker to Baxter 
(Vancouver: Regent College Pub, 2003). Page 5.

Holiness doesn’t just concern us, but 
when we read the Word carefully we see 
that objects are also devoted and dedicated 
to the Lord. Buildings like St. Andrew’s, and 
our homes, vessels for worship, objects 
related to Him, all have a sense of the holy 
when given to Him. That should remind 
us that when we look at all of creation we 
should see the Lord’s ownership over it all. 
As Abraham Kuyper has said, “There is not 
a square inch in the whole domain of our 
human existence over which Christ, who 
is Sovereign over all, does not cry: ‘Mine!’” 
That is what the Venite tells us and which 
we proclaim almost every Sunday, 

O Come Let us sing unto the 
Lord; Let us heartily rejoice in 
the strength of our salvation.

Let us come before his presence 
with thanksgiving; and show 
ourselves glad in him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God; 
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are all the corners 
of the earth; and the strength of 
hills is his also.

The sea is his and he made 
it; and his hands prepared the 
dry land.

O come let us worship and 
fall down; and kneel before 
the Lord our Maker.

For he is the Lord our God; and 
we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand.

O worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness; let the whole 
earth stand in awe of him.

When we recognize the Holiness of God 
and His great love for us to make us His own 
people, to set us free, the only appropriate 
response is worship. Worship the Lord in 
the beauty of Holiness in our hearts, and 
in our minds, and in our daily life, in our 
Sunday worship, and in our workday week, 
in our homes and in the marketplace. All is 
meant to be set aside for Him and to Him. 

In this issue of Ad Fontes, we are exploring 
and affirming holiness in various ways. I 
hope it is encouraging and brings joy. 

THE REV’D JAKE WORLEY
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When one thinks about the 
Reformation in the 16th 
Century one might think 
about Martin Luther and 

indulgences, or Henry the VIII and all of his 
wives. What is often not thought of with 
regard to the Reformation is missions. This 
is because missions are too often thought 
of as people traveling to faraway places like 
Africa and China to bring the Gospel to others 
who have never heard about Jesus. In fact, if 
you have ever taken a class or read about the 
history of Christian Missions, then you may 
have heard that modern Protestant Missions 
started in the 1700’s with the Moravians...200 
years after the Reformation. But I want to 
propose that the Reformation not only laid 
the foundation for the what became the great 
mission movements centuries later, but the 
Reformation itself was a great time of mission. 
So first, it would be good to define missions.

In The Great Commission Jesus tells the 
Apostles that they are to, “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-
20 ESV). These verses have long been the 
basis for missions, and rightly so. Sometimes 
however, the emphasis has been placed 
upon the word “go” rather than on the only 
command Jesus gives. That command is to 
“make disciples.” Making disciples is the heart 
of missions. Everything else flows from this 
command including the going, the baptizing 
and the teaching. When seen in this light, the 
Protestant Reformers were burdened with 
fulfilling Jesus’ command of making disciples. 
The going for them, for a number of reasons 
beyond the scope of this article, meant to their 
own people, in their own countries. Their own 
people had been starved of the Gospel for too 
long by the Church.

John Wycliffe was a forerunner of the 
Reformation (about 100 years before Martin 
Luther). Wycliffe was a priest who became 
convinced that the people needed to hear 
the Bible in their own language. He went on 
mission to make disciples, translating the 
Bible into English so that people could hear 
it, read it and respond to it in faith. Of course 
the Church opposed this. For centuries the 
Western Church, centered in Rome, only 
allowed the Bible to be read and heard in Latin 

which the vast majority of people did not 
understand. The people of Western Europe 
were essentially “unevangelized.” The Church 
was so upset with Wycliffe that after he died 
they forbid anyone to translate, own, or read 
any part of the Bible in their own language. 
Violation of this law was punishable by death 
(Constitutions of Oxford 1408).

Luther (and others) picked up Wycliffe’s 
mission. Struck by St. Paul’s words in Romans 
that the Gospel is “the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes” (Romans 
1:16). And also how someone could believe 
unless they heard someone preaching to 
them? (Romans 10:14-17). This led Luther to 
translate the Latin Bible into his own German 
language. To make this point even stronger, 
Luther and his followers were first known, 
not as Lutherans, not as Protestants, but 
as Evangelicals. This was Luther’s preferred 
term. Evangelical comes from the Greek word 
for Gospel. Truly the mission of the Reformers 
was evangelism: the making of disciples. They 
accomplished this mission by bringing the 
Gospel to the people in their own language.

As an Anglican, let us look a little more at 
England and the mission work of Archbishop 
Thomas Cranmer. After Henry the VIII fired 
the Pope and made himself the head of the 
Church of England, Cranmer began taking 
steps to evangelize the English people. Now 
the steps were small ones at first since Henry 
remained largely Roman Catholic in his own 
convictions. Hugely significant to this end, 
in 1539, the first authorized English Bible 
was produced. It was called The Great Bible 
and Cranmer was able to have one in each 
church. The Bible was placed at the entrance 
of the church, under lock, but this allowed 
every person coming into the church the 
opportunity to read the Bible in English! 

After Henry died in 1547 the flood gates 
opened. The locks came off the Great Bible. 
At last the people were fully free to hear 
and read the Word of God. The first Book of 
Common Prayer was released two years later 
and now all of England was worshipping 
God in English. With further revision in 
1552, the Prayer Book was made thoroughly 
Evangelical with the Gospel message front 
and center. However, this mission work was 
not going to be an easy task. A lot of the clergy 
were not equipped to implement the mission 
work of evangelization. So Cranmer and 

his bishops began writing Gospel homilies 
the clergy could read in English until they 
themselves were trained. In addition, for 
the common people this change was also 
challenging. It is not an easy thing for people 
who have been under the threat of death to 
simply change their ways. Could they trust 
what was happening? 

The short answer was no. The longer 
answer was yes. Henry’s son Edward died 
young in 1552 and his Roman Catholic half-
sister, Mary, ascended to the throne. She 
removed all of Cranmer’s work, had him 
burned at the stake and returned England 
to Catholicism. For the people this meant no 
more Bibles in English. No more worshipping 
God in their own language. Thankfully, 
Mary’s reign was short and Elizabeth became 
Queen. She restored Cranmer’s Bible and 
Prayer Book and the work of evangelizing 
England began anew. And the Reformer’s 
mission work bringing the Gospel to their 
own people was also all over Europe. 

It was the foundational mission work of the 
Reformers in their own lands that eventually 
enabled the spread of the Gospel to other 
places. Again, as mentioned above, there 
were certainly some major factors outside of 
their control that prevented global missions 
from happening in their own time. But the 
Reformers knew the Bible. They knew the 
mission of God and Jesus’ command to make 
disciples...from Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, 
to the whole world. As John Calvin wrote in 
the preface of The Institutes of the Christian 
Religion, the Father has appointed Christ to 
“rule from sea to sea, and from the rivers even 
to the ends of the earth.” For them, Jerusalem 
and Judea were Western Europe. They were 
willing to pay the price with their own lives 
to carry on the mission preaching the Gospel. 
Their descendants would take it from there. 

The Reformation and Mission
BY THE REV. DR. SHANE COPELAND

ANGLICAN MUNDI

My name is Shane Copeland. I am an Arizona native. 
I have been married for 26 years to Kristine, a fellow 
native, and we have 2 grown children: Cody and 
Rachel. I grew up in non-denominational, Bible 
Churches. In 5th grade, I felt a call to the ministry. After 
high school I served four year in the United States 
Marine Corps. Since then, I have spent my adulthood 
pursuing theological education and church planting. 
I became in Anglican in 2005 after a long journey 
through church history and studying the 39 Articles. 
I immediately felt at home.  Most recently I planted/
pastored St. George’s Anglican Church in downtown 
Phoenix (2008-2018). During all that time, I was bi-
vocational, working 3-4 days a week at Vanguard 
Investments. Currently I am teaching Christian 
Worldview at Grand Canyon University. I love to read, 
especially military and church history, theology and 
good fiction. I enjoy baseball (Arizona D’backs fan) and 
spending time in the outdoors camping and hunting.
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Holiness”—like “sin”, “atonement”, 
and a host of other words—belongs 
to a category of terms that church 

folk hold to be of utmost importance 
in understanding the Christian faith. 
Holiness, we believe, is that to which God 
has called his people. St. Peter, quoting 
Leviticus, puts it this way: “As obedient 
children, do not be conformed to the 
passions of your former ignorance, but 
as he who called you is holy, be holy 
yourselves in all your conduct; since it is 
written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy’” 
(1 Peter 1:14-16). But while the concept 
is often taken for granted in the context 
of the Church, we can safely assume that 
neither the meaning nor the appeal of 
Christian “holiness” is understood by our 
wider culture. That might seem obvious, 
but the implications are considerable when 
we think about ministry and evangelism. 
“Have you considered a life of holiness?” 
is a bad sales pitch for several reasons, not 
the least of which is the fact that the one 
on the receiving end will likely have no idea 
what we’re talking about.

Of course, it’s not that unchurched people 
have never heard the word “holy” before; 
“holy” has meanings and associations 
outside of the Christian faith. In fact, if one 
were to employ the bad sales pitch above 
(“Have you considered a life of holiness?”), 
one might catch the attention of a certain 
kind of person. Many people are, after all, 
looking for transcendence—people want 
to experience the holy, the sacred. And 
as Christians, we have what people are 
ultimately looking for: we worship the holy 
God. So, what’s the problem, then? Why 
aren’t the pews overflowing on Sunday 
mornings with holiness-seekers? 

The problem is that we are dealing 
with different versions, different 
understandings, of what holiness is to begin 
with. Many people (including ourselves 
on occasion) subscribe to definitions of 
holiness that fall squarely outside of the 
Christian tradition. For instance, in our 
culture there seems to be some sense 
of “holiness” related to the individual—
whatever makes you “you” is in some 

sense holy. It’s no wonder that cultivating 
a personal brand or image is of such 
high priority in our culture. Significance, 
sanctity—all of that seems to reside in the 
self. And so naturally whatever sets one 
apart from everyone else has become the 
most important thing; it has advanced to 
the category of the holy. 

But if the wider culture puts forward an 
understanding of holiness as the self set 
apart for itself, the Christian puts forward 
an understanding of holiness as the self 
set apart for God. In fact, in the Christian 
understanding of holiness, when the self 
is set apart for God, it dies altogether. As 
St. Paul writes, “We know that our old self 
was crucified with [Jesus] so that the sinful 
body might be destroyed, and we might no 
longer be enslaved to sin” (Romans 6:6). This 
means then that as the Church proclaims the 
Gospel to the world—a world which regards 
the self so highly—she is actually issuing an 
invitation to personal mortification, death of 
the self. The difficulty is obvious.

We have faith, however, that even the 
impossible is possible with God. God 
works through His Church to draw all 
people to Himself. We have been set apart 
for God, we have died with Christ, and 
we are being sanctified in the Holy Spirit. 
The self has been put to death, certainly, 
but how mercifully has He given it back 
to us, renewed and transformed! In Mere 
Christianity, C. S. Lewis asserts that there 
are “Personalities in God” and that actually 
“there are no real personalities anywhere 
else.” He goes on to say that “until you 
have given up your self to Him you will not 
have a real self. Sameness is to be found 
most among the most ‘natural’ men, not 
among those who surrender to Christ. How 
monotonously alike all the great tyrants 
and conquerors have been: how gloriously 
different are the saints.”1 

The holiness to which God calls us is 
anything but dull. God has in mind for us, and 
for everyone who would put his or her faith 

1 C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York, NY: Harper-
Collins, 2001), 226. I am indebted to our youth minister, 
Scott Perry, for reminding me of this incredible passage.

in Christ, true and eternal life. Ministry and 
evangelism of any form should always start 
from a place of leaning into that life, leaning 
into that holiness. If we’re not actively growing 
in holiness, we can’t expect our outreach to 
bear holy fruit. “Let your light so shine before 
men,” Jesus says, “that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is 
in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). We need to be 
continually giving ourselves over to the Lord 
for sanctification as we engage in ministry.

To be clear, the idea is not that we would 
advance so much in holiness that we would 
become interesting people—interesting 
enough for people to imitate us. The idea 
is that in living holy lives, those around us 
might come to know and love Jesus, who is 
“the Holy One of God” (John 6:69). As Lewis 
puts it, “Christ will indeed give you a real 
personality: but you must not go to Him for 
the sake of that… The very first step is to try 
to forget the self altogether. Your real, new 
self (which is Christ’s and also yours, and 
yours just because it is His) will not come 
as long as you are looking for it. It will come 
when you are looking for Him.”2 When it 
comes to ministry, we must live in such a way 
that those around us might start looking for 
the One who is making us holy.

As we begin the season of Lent we are 
invited to take stock. Are we growing in 
holiness? Are we stagnant? What graces 
have we neglected or refused? What sins 
have we taken up? The Lord, as always, is 
calling us back in love. Growth in holiness 
might be an issue of personal concern, but 
it certainly isn’t private. We all need to grow, 
we all need to look more like Jesus, for our 
sakes and for the sakes of those with whom 
God has called us to share the Gospel. 

2  Ibid., 226.

The Rev. Sam Wilgus graduated from Wheaton College 
in Wheaton, IL with a BA in biblical and theological 
studies and from Nashotah House Theological 
Seminary in Nashotah, WI with a MDiv. In 2017 he was 
ordained to the diaconate and the priesthood in the 
Diocese of Quincy (ACNA). Sam now lives in Fort Worth, 
TX with his wife, son, and daughter, and he serves 
as the Priest Associate at St. Andrew’s. Sam enjoys 
spending time with his family, studying the Bible, cast-
iron cooking, and all things science-fiction.

MINISTERIUM

Holiness for the Sake of Others
BY THE REV. SAM WILGUS
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D r. Mark Hitchcock, author 
of the book The End: A 
Complete Overview of 
Bible Prophecy and the 

End of Days, blessed the women of St. 
Andrew’s with a visit to our morning 
bible study on Thursday, February 
13th. He was there to address our study 
of the prophetic portions of Daniel. 
Dr Hitchcock gave a knowledgeable, 
informative and easy-to-understand 
break down of the Four Empires and 
the Seventy Weeks topics we have 
encountered in the book of Daniel, 
along with a few other concepts. Near 
the end of his expository teaching 
regarding end time events, Dr. 
Hitchcock spoke more pointedly to the 
importance of the holiness involved in 
the prophecy of Daniel.

Mark reported that he and and his 
wife, Cheryl, recently went to see the 
movie, 1917, which opened in theaters 
on Christmas Day. It follows two 
fictional WW I British lance corporals 
tasked with stopping a battalion of 
nearly 1,600 men from walking into a 
German ambush. They have to get to a 
colonel in charge to call off the attack. 
One of the men, Blake, has a personal 

stake in the mission: His older brother, 
a lieutenant, is among the soldiers 
slated to fall victim to the German 
trap. “If you fail,” their general warns, 
“it will be a massacre.” 

While Blake and his brother-in-
arms, Schofield, are imaginary, this 
war story is grounded in truth. They 
are giving everything they have in 
order to warn of the ambush. The 
story of the movie focuses on all they 
go through, surmounting hill after hill, 
to warn their battalion. Dr. Hitchcock 
spoke into this scene, “Here we are as 
believers. And we know that people who 
don’t know Christ are in this world. 
They will go to an eternity that is lost. 
Here, this guy (Blake) is running…he is 
passionate…It is a reminder to me that 
we need to have that same passion for 
those who may be lost.  We have to tell 
people about Christ.”

Dr. Hitchcock’s book, The End, tells 
people about Christ in the light of 
prophecy and holiness. It explores 
bible prophecy in clear terms, with 
helpful charts. It refers to all portions 
of the bible, and the prophetic words 
of Christ, as well as the books of Daniel 
and Revelation. I commend to you two 
short segments at the beginning of 
The End that explain the importance 
of prophecy and holiness in bringing 
others to belief. 

Prophecy is a Tool for Evangelism (p. 10)

I have listened to the testimonies 
of hundreds of people through the 
years, and I am amazed by how 
many people first began to think 
about their relationship with 
God a a result of Bible prophecy. 
The first Christian book many 
unbelievers read is a book on 
Bible prophecy. God often uses 
the prospect of the last days and 

the coming of Christ to awaken 
people to their need for Christ.

This phenomenon shouldn’t 
surprise us, because Bible prophecy 
fascinates everyone — even 
unbelievers. People today have a 
sense that our world is getting near 
“closing time,” that things are not 
“business as usual.” Most people 
have the same basic questions 
about the future: What’s going to 
happen to the world? Are these the 
last days of the world as we know it? 
Is Jesus really coming back? Will the 
human race survive in the future? Is 
there life after death? Are heaven 
and hell real?

The Bible answers all these 
questions about the future, 
and we can and should use this 
knowledge to share Christ with 
others as God opens the door 
of opportunity. I like the way 
Randall Price puts it: “What good 
is it to be able to understand 
the seven heads described in 
Revelation 13:1 if we don’t use 
our own head? Of what profit is it 
to discern the ten toes of Daniel 
@:41-44 if we don’t move our own 
two feet? And what value is it to 
know about the great mouth that 
speaks lies (Daniel 7:8; Revelation 
13:5), unless we open our mouth 

MISSIONES

Prophecy and Holiness
A closer look at the teaching of Dr. Mark 
Hitchcock, Bible Prophecy Expert
BY MOLLY BRYANT
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and speak the truth? In every 
generation where prophecy has 
been properly proclaimed, the 
results have been a harvest of 
souls to the glory of God.”

Prophecy Motivates Us to Live Godly 
(Holy) Lives in Light of Eternity (p. 12)

Several years ago during a 
question-and-answer session at 
a prophecy conference, I heard 
one of the speakers say, “I believe 
in the three Ps of Bible prophecy. 
I’m premileenial, pretrib, and 
prepared.” I like that. That’s really 
the key. What we believe is very 
important. We should never 
minimize it. This entire book 
presents what I believe the Bible 
teaches about the future. If what 
we believe about the future doesn’t 
matter, then I’ve wasted my time 
and yours. God spent a great deal 
of time and ink telling us what to 
expect in the future. It’s important. 
But while the doctrines we hold 
are key, it’s equally important 
that our doctrines hold us. That 
is, they should make a practical 
difference for how we live each 
day. Prophecy was not given to 
us just to stir our imagination 
or to capture our attention. God 
intends for prophecy to change 
our attitudes and actions so they 
will be more in line with His Word 
and His character.

Charles Dyer, a prophecy expert, 
emphasizes this practical purpose 
of Bible prophecy: “God gave 
prophecy to change our hearts, not 
to fill our heads with knowledge. 
God never predicted future 
events just to satisfy our curiosity 
about the future. Every time God 
announces events that are future, 
He includes with His predictions 
practical applications to life. God’s 
pronouncements about the future 
carry with them specific advice for 
the ‘here and now.’” 

We do not live holy lives for the sake 
of simply being righteous in God’s sight. 
We are to lead holy lives for the sake of 

those around us. Will they accept our 
love, warnings, or correction if our 
witness is unclear in the shape of our 
walk? Knowledge and holiness are not 
ends in themselves. Daniel, when he 
got on his knees for the condition of his 
captive people beginning in Ch 9 v. 4, 
humbled himself in the holiest of ways. 
He, our faithful Daniel, counted himself 
among the wicked in transgression 
among his people before the Lord. He 
apologizes on behalf of himself and 
his people using the pronoun “we” a 
telling seven times. I wonder if any of 
us has the courage to pray on behalf of 
our nation and its leaders in this same 
courageous way?

As St. Andrews’ Rector, Jake Worley, 
preached the following message in his 
sermon on Matthew 5, Salt and Light 
on February 8, “We must be filled with 
torchlusspanik (gate-closing panic or 
the fear of diminishing opportunities as 

one ages) for the sake of those around 
us. Time is running out. The harvest 
is plenty and the laborers are few. Are 
we salt and light for those walking by 
our church? We need to be known for 
our purity in deed and in word and 
affect the culture around us. We are 
conscience, not mirror, of the culture. 
Any individual’s window of opportunity 
to be saved may be closing as they walk 
by us and don’t know Jesus. Are we 
moved with urgency for these people? 
Let us be the church He came to 
build—in the beauty of holiness. 

Molly Bryant graduated from Southwestern University 
in Georgetown, Texas with a BA in education. She 
taught for 11 years in the elementary classroom.  
Now, Molly works part time for St. Andrew’s as 
Welcome and Membership Services Coordinator and 
is a stay-at-home wife and mom. She is passionate 
about learning and growing her relationship with the 
Lord, her family, her job, Girl Scouts, teaching, the 
outdoors, running, horses and food.
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John 16.32-33

“Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave 
me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. I have said these things to you, that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”

This last week has been interesting, to say the least. We are seeing mass panic and fear grip 
the nation and even the world. I just returned from the grocery store, and the empty shelves are 
a testimony to the fear. But Jesus’ words in John 16 should be echoing in our hearts. While the 
immediate context of these words is Christ’s coming arrest and crucifixion, they are more than 
appropriate for us today in the midst of the Coronavirus pandemic and the subsequent quarantine 
measures. 

Jesus is telling us that even when things look out of control, when things seem to be falling apart, 
He is not out of control and things aren’t falling apart. The Coronavirus outbreak has not diminished 
the power of God. It has not caught Christ by surprise. And it has not made the Lord somehow less 
able to fulfill His promises to us. Jesus says in John 14, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid.” The Lord is still God, and His might is still being exercised for us, on our behalf. The peace 
that Christ gives us is nothing that the world can offer. It exceeds it, surpasses it, and overcomes it. 
Jesus says, “I have overcome the world.” So, take heart. Be courageous, and let us not give up our 
hope that is in Him.

I am convinced of everything that I just wrote to you. And I also firmly believe that there is good 
that comes from this. We are told that “for those who love God all things work together for good, 
for those who are called according to his purpose.” I think we can find that peace and know the 
goodness of God for us in the middle of this trying time. This time of isolation and quiet is the Lord’s 
call to His people to press into Him more fervently. It is a time to double our efforts in prayer and 
fasting (if we are able). And it is a time to listen to Him as He speaks to us in His Word and in our 
hearts as we pray. Archbishop Foley Beach’s instruction to us this past Sunday is the place to begin. 
Let us pray this way:

• repenting of our sins and asking God’s forgiveness
• asking God’s intervention to stop the spread of this virus
• asking God for healing for those who are sick
• asking God to use us, his people, as agents of love and compassion
• asking God to draw people to himself through the saving power of Jesus on the cross.

This is the time for believers to shine, being the light that Jesus wants us to be. We cannot let fear 
and panic take hold of us. We need to trust in Him who has overcome the world and who promised 
that He would never leave us or forsake us. Let us hold firm to the hope that is set before us!

Be assured I remember you all in my prayers. 

Jake

Saint andrew’S
epiScopal church

Member of the Anglican Church in  
North America (ACNA)
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April *Nursery will be available
For the safety of our parishioners and in an effort to prevent the spread of Covid-19, 

church meetings and events may be  suspended. Stay connected on Facebook, Instagram and our weekly 
email, The Voice. Morning Prayer will be live streamed at 10:30 a.m. Sunday mornings.

CALENDAR

*A nursery will be available

Wednesday, April 1
9:30 a.m.  Moms’ Morning Prayer & Fellowship, 

Offsite
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting, Koslow
12:00 p.m.  Meditations at Noon, Chapel with 

lunch following in Moncrief
6:00 p.m. Compline +,* Moncrief
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice, Choir Room

Thursday, April 2
10:00 a.m.  Women’s Morning Bible Study, 

Moncrief 
11:00 a.m. The Gift Shop at St. Andrew’s Open
12:00 p.m. Lunch at Victory Temple, Offsite

Friday, April 3 
Church Office open until noon

2:00 p.m.  Stripping Leaves of the Palm 
Branches, Moncrief

Saturday, April 4
9:00 a.m. Palm Cross Assembly, Moncrief

Sunday, April 5
Palm Sunday

8:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
8:45 a.m. Parish Breakfast,* Moncrief
8:45 a.m. The Gift Shop at St. Andrew’s Open
8:50 a.m. Prayer Troop Service,* Chapel
9:15 a.m.  Adult Christian Education,* Moncrief
9:15 a.m.  Children’s Fellowship & Bible Time,* 

Sunday School Area 
9:15 a.m. Youth Education,* Youth Rooms
10:30 a.m.  Holy Communion with Palm Cross 

Assembly and Mite Box Ingathering,* 
Church

10:00 a.m.  Preschool Chapel,* Children’s Chapel
10:50 a.m.  Preschool Second Hour of Sunday 

School,* Preschool Rooms
11:15 a.m.  Children’s Sunday School,* Youth 

Rooms 3 & 4
12:00 p.m. Youth Meet & Eat, Offsite
5:00 p.m.  Evening Prayer,* with Bible Study, 

Koslow*
5:00 p.m.  All Ages Children’s Choir, Choir Room

Monday, April 6
4:00 p.m. Finance Meeting, Koslow

Tuesday, April 7
6:45 a.m.  Men’s Devotion & Bible Study, Chapel 

& Koslow
10:00 a.m. Mass of Collegiality, Offsite
11:00 a.m.  Serving at Ronald McDonald House, 

Offsite
11:00 a.m. Daylight Greek, McFarland
12:00 p.m. No Holy Communion Service

Wednesday, April 8
9:30 a.m.  Moms’ Morning Prayer & Fellowship, 

Offsite
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting, Koslow
11:00 a.m.  Set-up of Way of the Cross and Walk to 

the empty Tomb, Moncrief
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice, Choir Room

Thursday, April 9
10:00 a.m.  Decorating Garden of Gethsemane, 

Chapel
11:00 a.m. The Gift Shop at St. Andrew’s Open
7:00 p.m.  Holy Communion Service with   Foot 

Washing,* Church
8:30 p.m. All-Night Prayer Vigil, Chapel

Friday, April 10  
Church Office open until noon

8:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer and End of Prayer 
Vigil, Chapel

12:00 p.m.  The Seven Last Words of Christ,* 
Church

6:00  p.m.  Family Way of the Cross,* Moncrief, 
Chapel, Church

Saturday, April 11
Sunday, April 12
Easter Sunday

8:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
8:45 a.m. Parish Breakfast,* Koslow
8:45 a.m. The Gift Shop at St. Andrew’s Open
8:50 a.m. Praying for St. Andrew’s,* Chapel
9:15 a.m. Fellowship* Koslow
9:15 a.m.  Walk to the Empty Tomb,* Moncrief 
10:30 a.m.  Holy Communion the Feast of the 

Resurrection,* Church
11:15 a.m. Walk to the Empty Tomb,* Moncrief
12:15 p.m. Easter Egg Hunt, Courtyard

Monday, April 13
Office closed for Easter Holiday 
Tuesday, April 14

6:45 a.m.  Men’s Devotion & Bible Study, Chapel 
& Koslow

11:00 a.m. Daylight Greek, McFarland
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion, Chapel

Wednesday, April 15
9:30 a.m.  Moms’ Morning Prayer & Fellowship, 

Offsite
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting, Koslow
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice, Choir Room

Thursday, April 16
9:30 a.m.  Women’s Morning Bible Study,*   

Moncrief
11:00 a.m. The Gift Shop at St. Andrew’s Open
5:00 p.m.  Women’s Evening Bible Study, Offsite

Friday, April 17  
Church Office open until noon
Saturday, April 18
Sunday, April 19
The Second Sunday of Easter

8:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
8:45 a.m. Parish Breakfast,* Moncrief
8:50 a.m. Praying for St. Andrew’s,* Chapel
9:15 a.m.  Adult Christian Education,* Moncrief
9:15 a.m.  Children’s Fellowship & Bible Time,* 

Sunday School Area
9:15 a.m. Youth Education,* Youth Rooms  
10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer,* Church
10:00 a.m.  Preschool Chapel,* Children’s 

Chapel
10:50 a.m.  Preschool Second Hour of Sunday 

School,* Preschool Rooms
11:15 a.m.  Children’s Sunday School,* Youth 

Rooms 3 & 4
11:45 a.m.  Exploring St. Andrew’s/Adult 

Confirmation Class, Koslow
12:00 p.m.   Youth to Main Street Arts Festival, 

Offsite
5:00 p.m.  Evening Prayer with Holy 

Communion,* Koslow followed by a 
light supper in Moncrief

5:00 p.m.  All Ages Children’s Choir, Choir Room

Monday, April 20
6:30 p.m. Great Books,* Koslow

Tuesday, April 21
6:45 a.m.  Men’s Devotion & Bible Study, Chapel 

& Koslow
10:00 a.m. St. Margaret’s Guild Meeting, Koslow
11:00 a.m. Daylight Greek, McFarland
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion, Chapel

Wednesday,April 22 
9:30 a.m.  Moms’ Morning Prayer & Fellowship, 

Offsite
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting, Koslow
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice, Choir Room

Thursday, April 23
9:30 a.m.  Women’s Morning Bible Study,* 

Moncrief
11:00 a.m. The Gift Shop at St. Andrew’s Open

Friday, April 24
Church Office open until noon
Saturday, April 25

8:00 a.m.  C.a.M.p. Global Ministries Building   
Bunk Beds, East Parking Lot

9:00 a.m.  Eddleman-McFarland Scholarship 
Interviews, Moncrief, McFarland

11:30 a.m.  Easter Outreach at San Juan Apostol, 
Offsite

Sunday, April 26
Third Sunday of Easter

8:00 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
8:45 a.m. Parish Breakfast,* Moncrief
8:50 a.m. Praying for St. Andrew’s,* Chapel
9:15 a.m. Adult Christian Education,* Moncrief
9:15 a.m.  Children’s Fellowship & Bible Time,* 

Sunday School Area
9:15 a.m.  Youth Sunday Education,* Youth Rooms
10:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer with Baptism,* Church
10:00 a.m.  Preschool Chapel,* Children’s Chapel
10:50 a.m.  Preschool Second Hour of Sunday 

School,* Preschool Rooms
11:15 a.m.  Children’s Sunday School,* Youth 

Rooms 3 & 4
11:45 a.m.  Exploring St. Andrew’s/Adult 

Confirmation Class, Koslow
3:00 p.m. Realms of Light, Church
5:00 p.m.  Evening Prayer,* & Bible Study, Koslow
6:30 p.m. Youth SNL, Offsite

Monday, April 27
Tuesday, April 28

6:45 a.m.  Men’s Devotion & Bible Study, Chapel 
& Koslow

11:00 a.m. Daylight Greek, McFarland
12:00 p.m. Holy Communion, Chapel
4:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting, Koslow

Wednesday, April 29
9:30 a.m.  Moms’ Morning Prayer & Fellowship, 

Offsite
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting, Koslow
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice, Choir Room

Thursday, April 30
10:00 a.m.  Women’s Morning Bible Study, 

Moncrief 
11:00 a.m. The Gift Shop at St. Andrew’s Open
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ARS

God’s Holiness In Music
Thomas Tallis’ “If Ye Love Me”
BY CHRISTOPHER WILSON

T here is a running joke in the St. 
Andrew’s choir. Whenever we are 
rehearsing a difficult anthem and 
the week of its use in service has 

arrived, (and Dr. Runnels is feeling more and 
more stressed!), one of the choir members 
(me) will quip, “That’s it. Everybody get out 
“If Ye Love Me”. I say it because most of the 
choir members know the anthem well, and 
we can rehearse it quickly for service-ready 
performance. Usually there are some polite 
chuckles and a wry smile from Dr. Runnels, 
but we always move on with better focus on 
our actual musical work. 

This joke plays better live. As with many 
situational humor moments, you just 
have to be there. But to a larger point, the 
anthem “If Ye Love Me” by Thomas Tallis is 
not, in any way, a second-rate replacement 
or fill-in anthem. It is one of the greatest, 
most revered, and longest-serving choral 
anthems in Anglican history. First published 
in 1565, the text is taken from Tyndale’s 1539 
translation of the Bible, and can be found in 
John 14:15 - 17.

If ye love me, keep my commandments.
And I will pray the Father,
And He shall give you another comforter,
That he may ‘bide with you forever;
E’en the sp’rit of truth.

It may not replace John 3:16 as the easy-
to-memorize cornerstone of the Christian 
faith, but it doesn’t take a theologian to read 
and interpret how many facets of our faith 
can be found in there. Since my writing is on 
holiness, I’ll take each line and write about 
what it means to me and how it helps me as 
a reminder of the holiness of God every day,

“If ye love me, keep my commandments”
Merriam-Webster defines holy as “exalted or 
worthy of complete devotion as one perfect 
in goodness and righteousness”. The first 
part of the definition, “exalted or worthy of 
complete devotion” is spoken to directly 
in the first line of the anthem. God IS holy, 
God IS worthy of complete devotion, and to 
do that we MUST keep his commandments. 
Sadly, this is a much greater challenge in our 
daily lives than it feels on Sunday morning 
amid the awe and sanctity of the beautiful 
space in which we worship, St. Andrew’s. 
Many times I have sat in the morning prayer 
or communion service and felt that, with 
God’s help, I can do no wrong. Then Monday 
comes and I’m faced with work or personal 
challenges, and I seem to forget everything 
that Jake or Sam said in the pulpit, and I’m 
trying to do everything in earthly ways, 
forgetting to seek the assistance of God 
or remember His commandments as 
guideposts. It’s all, however, right there - 

keep my commandments. Sometimes the 
holiness of God can be found in simplicity. 
Keep my commandments.

“And I will pray the Father,”
Prayer. What a simple yet complex word! I’ll 
admit that I get fearful at our family holidays 
for one reason - I might be asked to pray 
over our meal. Even as I write this, it sounds 
ludicrous. Why am I fearful about talking 
with God? The fear is really just performance 
anxiety because I haven’t prayed aloud 
enough to have the rudiments down pat yet. 
Praying, however, should never bring fear or 
anxiety, even when you have to do it aloud. 
It should bring comfort and peace to those 
who hear it and feel it. It can be the most 
direct expression of God’s holiness, if done 
in the right spirit and with the right heart. 
In the anthem’s text, God is praying FOR 
us, so it’s doubly powerful - we have a direct 
line of communication with God and Jesus 
is offering to intercede for us as well. Talk 
about your armor of God!

“And He shall give you another comforter,”
Since this is Jesus saying these words, this 
“comforter” that He will give is the Holy 
Spirit. I have spent my whole life attending 
church, but I still can’t claim to be much of a 
Bible scholar. (Seems to me I’m unearthing 
some personal spiritual goals in the writing IM
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of this essay!) When I get a sense of God 
moving within me, behind me, before me, 
beside me, and all the rest as mentioned in 
the hymn St. Patrick’s/Deirdre (268), I feel 
that it’s always the Holy Spirit at work. When 
I pause, take a deep breath, and witness the 
majesty of the sunrise or sunset, or watch a 
flock of birds in synchronized flight, or feel 
emotionally moved at the perfect marriage 
of sacred text and music (usually a chill 
down my back), then it’s the Holy Spirit 
communicating with me, telling me “You 
are beloved. You are chosen and named. You 
are my child.” That is the greatest comfort in 
a world that sometimes seems to offer every 
feeling except comfort. The holiness of God 
is never stronger than when it provides that 
perfect sense of security and peace.

“That He may ‘bide with you forever;”
Anytime I hear or see the word “abide”, I’m 
reminded of the classic Henry Francis Lyte 
hymn “Abide With Me” (467). One of the 
definitions of abide is “to stand by”. That 
hymn often comes to my head when I’m 
in need of some spiritual uplifting, a little 
reminder of God’s holiness to elevate my 
mood or day. The knowledge that someone 
is “standing by” me, and I’m not alone. 
Moving back to the Tallis line, notice the last 
word, “forever”. Can you really imagine what 

it means for Him to stand by you forever? It’s 
a depth of feeling, and of love, that surpasses 
human understanding. I hope that each 
of you has experienced love on a deep and 
devoted human level, but I still don’t think 
it’s even close to the holy love of God that will 
be with us forever. Hallelujah!

“E’en the sp’rit of truth.”
The final line of the anthem brings us to 
one of the most comforting parts of our 
faith - that what we believe in is the absolute 
truth. None of us were there 2000 years ago 
to witness what Christ has offered us, life 
after death - his sacrifice for our sins. But we 
have complete faith that His holiness and 
righteousness IS the supreme truth in the 
world as we know it today. It’s natural to have 
bad days and experience doubt in our faith. 
I believe it’s healthy to evaluate the words of 
the Bible with some heady skepticism and 
challenge what you think and feel. It leads to 
deeper appreciation and understanding of 
what the words of the Bible truly mean - to 
you and to your life’s spiritual journey. Even 
through our doubt, however, the words of 
God have stood for 2000 years, and always 
end up leading me back to one simple fact: 
it’s the truth. God: the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit of Truth.

If there’s a final conclusion to my analysis 
of this legendary anthem, it’s a reminder 
of the power of love. The opening line is “If 
ye love me, keep my commandments.” God 
is laying down His truth in one simple rule 
- how to show our love for God. Look at 

what he offers us in return in the following 
four lines - unceasing love through prayer, 
comfort, abiding by us, and knowledge of 
the truth. Holy is the Lord, and he will abide 
with us, providing peace and understanding. 
To me, that is love at its purest essence. 
When we sing this anthem again, I hope that 
you are able to hear this in the words and 
music that St. John, Thomas Tallis, and the 
St. Andrew’s choir presents, and I hope that 
it reinforces your love for the Lord and your 
faith in His holiness. 

Recommended recordings:
Faire Is the Heaven  
 The Cambridge Singers, John Rutter 
(director)
The Tallis Scholars Sing Thomas Tallis  
 The Tallis Scholars, Peter Phillips 
(conductor)
Beyond Chant  
 Voices of Ascension, Dennis Keene 
(conductor)
Many Are the Wonders 
 ORA Singers, Suzy Digby (conductor)

Chris Wilson has been a member of St. Andrew’s since 
2006. He is a teacher with Arlington ISD. He sings in 
the St. Andrew’s choir and composes music for them. 
He received BM and MM degrees from TCU in the 
90s. In his spare time, he reads, watches sports, and 
listens to music of all types without ceasing. IM
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T he vortex of nothingness roared 
in deafening silence, as the 
grand Creator hovered over 
the puissant chaos of deep 

emptiness. The Voice that was and is and 
will be, spoke the world into cognizance.

Light coalesced into sound, quickened 
and vibrated across the abyss, piercing the 
darkness of the void, flinging particles into 
the darkness not yet called night.

Then the Lord of the universe stilled 
the noise and quieted the light until 
it collapsed, forming space into solid 
shape, “Heaven,” he smiled “and earth 
below.”

Light and dark separated and the ball 
turned round and round and seasons 
bloomed and gave birth to life.

Out of the rock and water a new melody 
arose, the first primordial sounds. 
Horsetails, cycads, ferns trembled then 
exploded into color greening the night, 
exhaling life. The planet trembled and 
took her first breath. Solid gaseous sun 
and rocky moon appeared through the 
mist. 

The sun stood like a god and the moon 
reflected the light. Stars whispered of 
the fireflies to come and other worlds 
now far flung. And the Creator sighed 
with delight. 

Then life breathed out by the earth’s 
greening skin was inhaled by a new 
life that crept, and slithered and oozed 
and swam. It crawled and walked and 
hopped and galloped and flew across the 
slow sounds of land. 

The Beautiful, Tender, Laughing One 
stooped to earth one more time scooping 
up mud and salt water into a huge gentle 
palm, clasped hands together rolling 
moist dirt into a ball, then tenderly, 
squeezed and pinched, pulling here and 
plumping there until a small moist form 
lay within its breadth. He pinched a nose 
into the face, to smell the sweet earth, 
and placed liquid orbs on either side to 
regard the heavens eternal crepuscular 
birth. Great hands that had designed 
galaxies massaged tiny fingertips. Then 
ever so carefully, the Creator touched 
the form’s tiny mouth to His lips and 
gave him His breath.

He set the diminutive dirt being upon 
the great ball of earth and said go run, 
beneath the trees, scratch the lion 
behind his ear, reach into the bee’s hive 
and retrieve the comb. None will devour 
or sting in your new home.

And the man made of earth ran from 
place to place in the garden, eating the 
berries of bushes and the fruit of trees. 

Every day the light would open his eyes 
to see. One by one he named each animal 
and tree recreating God’s world into 
words delighting as he repeated back 
to his Creator the names of every plant, 
beast and bird.

Then one day, after naming the dove, 
the man saw another fly near its nest and 
tuck its head into the other’s breast. The 
mud man sat upon a stone holding his 
thick head in his hand. He felt something 
new within, an emptiness, beneath his 
dense skin. He knew not the word, but 
for the first time, he felt he was alone. He 
lacked something he had never known.

God came in the evening near dark 
to walk with him, and He saw the hole 
opening in the man’s heart. That night 
as the man slept deeply, out of the space 
growing in the man’s chest God shaped 
a creature, in shape so exact it filled the 
emptiness in its place.

When the man’s eyes opened there 
beside him was his reflection only 
different because she was all he was 
not, an exact complement to his form. 
Together they roamed their garden 
home sniffing the damp air for the 
rose’s perfume, watching pink dawns 
and circling in each other’s arms at the 
night’s falling fitting together where one 
left off and the other began. 

One day they stumbled upon a tree so 
beautiful it hurt them to look, but there 
was darkness in its beauty that caused 
them to tremble where they stood. The 

POETICA

Set Apart
BY PEGGY RUSH
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Lord told the man “Take and eat all that 
you might, but do not touch that tree for 
it will destroy your sight.”

The man of humus nodded not 
understanding these words of the divine, 
and the smallest question entered his mind. 

One day as the woman passed by the 
tree its darkness fell across her heart, 
and crawled out in a long shadow and 
formed solid doubt. The slender dark 
creature whispered, “Surely, this is 
nothing to fear, taste the fruit and see. 
Has not all else been good to eat?”

And she heard in her heart her Lord’s 
voice. She knew not the reason behind His 
words, but remembered her promise that 
soon would be broken. She understood 
tree and fruit and Adam, her man’s 
name, and for one moment she ignored 
the words her Creator had spoken. She 
longed to know more, to understand, to 
see as her Creator could. She took the 
fruit into her hand, a thrill ran through 
her that was new and strange, but felt 
delicious in its otherness. She trembled. 
The feeling seared her heart, as she took 
the bite. The sweet juice ran down her 
chin, then the sour taste squeezed her 
lips tight. She looked at her hand still 
clutching the fruit. She saw dark flesh 

against the streams of light. She became 
aware of herself standing in the garden’s 
shadows, shivering, in evening’s coming 
night. She heard Adam’s voice and saw 
her naked flesh, shame chased her to 
hide in the tall reeds at the river’s edge. 

When Adam saw his wife he felt her 
difference. “What have you done?” he asked, 
fearing the darkness of this new distance. 

“I tasted the fruit. I didn’t mean to,” she 
said “I couldn’t help it. It’s not my fault.” 
She looked to the ground searching for 
the place where the long shadow began, 
wishing to show it to the man. 

 “But see,” she added “I am not blind or 
if I am it’s not so bad. I can see myself, look 
how different from you I am.” They both 
stared, one at the other. He felt her leaving 
him as he moved to be with her. For the first 
time he sensed they would not fit together. 

He grabbed the fruit still in her palm and 
put it to his tongue. He felt a strange tingling 
he had never known, the desire to devour and 
overpower this being now so new in his sight. 
The fruit’s sweetness urged him to swallow 
and when he did the heat split his chest and 
threw him to the ground. He rose to his knee 
and saw his wife, Eve, and he knew she was 
woman and understood her as other and he 
felt strange tears as the taste of the first bite 

of self dripped from his trembling lips. 
The new strangeness caused both 

to shiver, the air became cold and the 
darkness of evening now scared them. 
They heard the footsteps of their Lord in 
the twilight and hid

“What have you done?” their Creator 
asked. But they could not answer a 
question so simple as that. 

“She made me…” Adam stuttered. “No, 
it was not my fault…” she finished. God 
shook His head. Until they could answer 
differently they would never delight in 
this hallowed garden’s light. Wherever 
they went the darkness would follow and 
soon all around would be swallowed in 
perpetual night.

The Creator wept as He told the two them 
what to expect. But in His heart He already 
knew He would one day sacrifice His own 
Son’s life for this man and his wife. 
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FUTURA

All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Go, therefore, 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

The Lord’s commission to His disciples 
is so full of theology and promise, it is 
difficult to know where to begin when 
exegeting His words. There is Christ’s 
overt claim of divinity, His missional 
command to carry the gospel to the world, 
and the full revelation of the Trinitarian 
Persons. Additionally, just prior to the 
promise of Jesus’ eschatological return, 
He gives a pedagogical command which 
helps us understand why He told His 
followers to “make disciples” rather 
than “converts” earlier in the passage. 
The original disciples, transformed 
into apostles, are told to teach the next 
generation of Christians “to observe all 
that I have commanded you.” Jesus, in 
empowering those who are sent (which 
is the meaning of “apostle”), clearly 
states His expectation that the Church 

was to be made of those who had been 
thoroughly taught what He had already 
given to His original followers. Yet, not 
only were Christ’s spiritual children to 
be taught, but they were also expected to 
observe what they were taught. In other 
words, they were to become disciples…
devoted adherents to the words of 
Christ, having their lives modeled after 
His teaching. The early and consistent 
expectation of the Lord, it seems, is that 
His people would pursue holiness.

Far from some sudden addition to 
Jesus’ instruction or some last-minute 
turn in His design, the holiness that He 
commanded to be taught and pursued 
was the Lord’s overarching plan for His 
people from the outset. The Apostle Paul 
states in Ephesians 2:10, “For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them.” 
The Lord’s designs on the future of His 
people had been set in eternity past, 
“even as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and blameless before Him” 

(Ephesians 1:4), and hold the promise 
of fulfilment until His return… at “the 
end of the age.” Quite simply, there is 
no alternative structure for the life of 
Christians other than to be shaped by 
holiness until the Savior returns in glory to 
complete the restoration of His creation.

In the intervening time between Jesus’ 
Great Commission and His return, 
Christians live in the ongoing struggle 
that is sanctification. Unable to sustain 
ourselves within an effort of holiness, 
we must be helped by the Holy Spirit 
to leave behind the Works of the Flesh 
and to manifest the Fruit of the Spirit 
(Galatians 5). When we fail and fall into 
sin, “…we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also the sins of the whole 
world. And by this we know that we 
have come to know Him, if we keep His 
commandments” (I John 2:1b-3). Love 
becomes the motivation for the lives 
of believers; love from the Lord, which 
saves us, leads to love as our response to 
Him and love as the driving force behind 
our desire to keep His commandments. 

Holiness is not the end result of our 
efforts, but the ongoing result of the love 
of the Lord growing in our hearts and 
minds. Imperfection remains and, like 
Paul, we cry out “For I do not do the good 
I want, but the evil I do not want is what 
I keep on doing…Wretched man that I 

Holiness and Glory: The Now 
and The Not Yet
BY JEFF ANDERSON
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am! Who will deliver me from this body 
of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve 
the law of God with my mind, but with my 
flesh I serve the law of sin” (Romans 7:19, 
24-25). It becomes clear both in Scripture 
and in the daily lives of Christians that 
there is a degree of holiness, a conformity 
to the good works for which we have been 
designed, which will only be reached 
when Jesus returns and purges all that is 
evil even as He refines His saints.

The prophet Malachi has written not 
only of the day of the Lord’s return, but 
also of that day’s effect on His people. 
“But who can endure the day of His 
coming, and who can stand when He 
appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire and 
like fuller’s soap. He will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and He will purify 
the sons of Levi and refine them like gold 
and silver, and they will bring offerings 
in righteousness to the Lord…They 
shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, 
in the day when I make up my treasured 
possessions, and I will spare them as a 
man spares his son who serves him. Then 
once more you shall see the distinction 
between the righteous and the wicked, 
between the one who serves God and the 
one who does not serve Him” (Malachi 3: 
2-3, 17-18). In the day Christ promised, 

the day of His return, sanctification 
will be completed and our struggle for 
holiness will end. The Lord will refine 
His people, those who have been taught 
to observe all He has commanded, and 
the fruit of the Holy Spirit in our lives will 
become a harvest of righteousness. We 
will truly live as Christ’s workmanship, 
carrying out the good works that He 
prepared beforehand. Our Advocate will 
remove our wretchedness, and there will 
be no more law of sin. We will know Him 
as we are known by Him, and our refining 
will produce within us a beauty as clean 
as purified silver. At the end of this age, 
our identity will become clear when we 
are revealed as the holy ones of Christ, 
shining like bride entering her new home 
under the protection of her groom.

“Then came one of the seven angels 
who had the seven bowls full of the seven 
last plagues and spoke to me, saying, 
‘Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife 
of the Lamb.’ And he carried me away 
in the Spirit to a great, high mountain 
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem 
coming down out of heaven from God…
the glory of God gives it light, and its 
lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the 
nations walk, and the kings of the earth 
will bring their glory into it…But nothing 
unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone 

who does what is detestable or false, but 
only those who are written in the Lamb’s 
book of life” (Revelation 21:9-10, 23b-24, 
26-27). At long last, all hope fulfilled, we 
will stand before our Father reflecting 
His glory and bearing His image in the 
manner for which we were designed. 
Holy, finally and forever. “No longer 
will there be anything accursed, but the 
throne of God and the Lamb will be in it, 
and His servants will worship Him. They 
will see His face and His name will be on 
their foreheads” (Revelation 22:3-4). 

Thank the Lord that the promise of our 
baptism, where we are called by the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, is realized on that promised 
day. We will stand before Him as He sees His 
perfected children bearing that Holy name. 
What a future! What a hope! And, as we 
await our Savior’s return, we say alongside 
our brother John in the closing words of 
Scripture, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The 
grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.” 
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