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The Messenger: Good News of Jesus Christ 
A Communication Ministry of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Edwardsville, Illinois 

September  2020   

           

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mark Your C a l e n d a r  
 

Wednesday, Sept.  9 

Mission Team Meeting 7:00 PM 

 

Sunday, Sept. 13  

Board Meeting  

5:30 PM Fellowship Hall 

 

Monday, Sept. 14  

Search & Call Committee  

7:00 PM Zoom 

 

Every Sunday 

Youth Meeting 

5:30 PM Outside 

 

Items Needed for Glen-Ed Pantry 

 

The Glen-Ed Pantry is in need of the following items:  instant 

rice, saltines, size 6 diapers, sugar, pork-n-beans, body wash, 

BBQ sauce, pickle relish, pickles, yellow cake mix, deodorant 

(men’s & women’s), dish soap, and laundry detergent. 

 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, the pantry is seeing an influx in 

the number of clients it is serving in the community.    

 

If you are able, donated items can be brought to the church and 

placed in or near the designated bin in the Narthex.   

 

Thank you – the Mission Team 
 

Special Offering to help with Hurricane Laura Relief 

 

The Mission Team is collecting a special offering to aid the victims of Hurricane Laura that hit the Gulf Coast 

on August 27, 2020.  We will coordinate our special offering with Week of Compassion, which is our 

denomination’s ministry that responds to disasters around the globe throughout the year.   

Envelopes will be available in the Narthex starting Sunday, August 30.  We will take donations through 

September 13, 2020 and you can either place your donation in the offering box in the Narthex on Sundays or 

you can mail them to the church.  Please make the checks payable to First Christian Church and put “WOC-

Hurricane Laura Relief” in the memo line or on-line at fccedwardsville.org, click on Donate – remember to 

designate it to “WOC-Hurricane Laura Relief”. 

 

Thank you – FCCE Mission Team 

 YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Hello everyone! The youth group is excited to be getting back into our regular routine, of course with a few 

changes in order to keep everyone healthy and safe. With that being said, our youth group is meeting at 5:30 

p.m. every Sunday outside of the church with their own chairs and snacks. We are still able to do small 

groups, play games, participate in team builders, and find creative service projects as well. This group is 

absolutely incredible and we are so blessed to be meeting in person once again. If you have any ideas for 

service projects we could invest in safely at this time, please contact Macy Shriver.  

 

Blessings, 

Macy Shriver 
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SEARCH COMMITTEE 

 

The search committee has continued to meet regularly via Zoom.   In our last communication, we advised on 

the progress we have made in preparing the church profile. The church profile will be used to advertise, 

through the resource provided by our denomination’s regional office, The Christian Church of Mid-

America (Disciples of Christ), that we are searching for a settled minister.  

 

At this point, most of the information required for the church profile has been gathered and the document itself 

is in the process of being drafted. The last major component left to be completed is the discernment portion of 

the profile. A sub-committee has been diligently working on developing a congregational survey. This survey 

is currently being tested and based on the feedback we receive, the survey will be refined and put into final 

form. We would anticipate that the survey will be ready for distribution to the congregation before the end of 

September. It is essential that we have your cooperation in completing the survey. The congregational survey 

will provide us with important information to use in completing the church profile and in matching our needs 

with the talents of those seeking a call. Your prayerful and thoughtful completion of the survey is crucial to us 

fulfilling the committee’s goal of identifying the best possible candidate to be our settled minister.  

 

 

 

Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Book Group still forming, honest 

 

Doug Job has proposed starting a book group to explore issues of systemic racism, and several of us have 

said we’re interested—now including our Elders. It is past time to get this party started! So, if you told 

Doug you’re interested, please e-mail him at doug@fccedwardville.org or phone him at 618-656-7498 or 

706-248-0194. (He’s sorry, he’s misplaced the list where he was keeping track.) If you haven’t said but are 

interested now, please let him know. If you’re an Elder, we’ll continue discussing the issues in our 

meetings; you’re welcome in the book group as well. 

 

Please get a copy of Pre-Post-Racial America: Spiritual Stories from the Front Lines by Sandhya Jha. It’s 

available from Chalice Press here: https://chalicepress.com/products/pre-post-racial-america and also from 

Amazon (where there’s a Kindle edition). 

 

Doug will be in touch to invite you to an organizational meeting by Zoom during the first full week of 

September. We’ll iron out details of how often to gather and how much material to undertake in that 

meeting. If you don’t “Zoom,” don’t worry; you may simply call in by phone. 

 

Sandhya (which, she says, rhymes with “honda”) is the daughter of an Irish mother and an Indian (and 

Brahmin) father; she was raised in the US going to Disciples churches. She “gets” that we all come from 

different places, and need to listen carefully to one another’s stories. I think we’ll find her a good guide as 

we tackle this together. —Doug Job 

 

mailto:doug@fccedwardville.org
https://chalicepress.com/products/pre-post-racial-america
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Season of Creation coming to FCCE 

 

Twenty years ago, an Australian pastor and his 

Lutheran congregation got to thinking: when in 

the great story of the church year, from Advent 

to Pentecost, do we celebrate God’s gift of a 

good creation and our stewardship of it? The 

answer was, we’ll have to add that. So they 

spent a month with a focus of worship and 

activities on the Creator and God’s Creation. It 

has caught on, and now is a world-wide 

emphasis enjoyed by tens of thousands of 

Christians of many traditions. This September, 

we at First Christian of Edwardsville join them! 

 

The Season of Creation runs from September 1 

(which Orthodox Christians observe as a day of 

prayer for creation) to October 4, the feast day 

of St. Francis of Assisi. This year the suggested 

themes are: 

 

September 6: Forest Sunday 

September 13: Land Sunday 

September 20: Wilderness Sunday 

September 27: River Sunday 

 

Many churches wrap up the Season of Creation 

with a Blessing of the Animals on the first 

Sunday of October. FCCE enjoys World 

Communion Sunday on that day. Can we 

stretch our Table to seat our companion animal 

friends at it as well? We shall see <wink>. 

 

I think we’ll find this experience refreshing and 

fun. If you have any ideas for how to make it 

meaningful, please share them with me or a 

member of our Worship Team. May our Creator 

see what we do, smile, and see that it is good! 

—Doug Job and the FCCE Worship Team 

 

Sightings and Soundings: Back to School 
 
“Back to school.” I remember how my 
wistfulness at the end of summer freedom was 
tempered by the thrill of diving in again to the 
trials, errors, adjustments, and mastery of 
learning. School offered that, or at least some 
structure and credit for it. And the society of 
one’s schoolmates. So it was good, but … school 
and the society of one’s schoolmates also 
brought ample opportunities for questioning, 
doubt, anger, and maybe fear if not outright 
dread. Sometimes it kinda stinks to be a kid. Or 
a parent, grandparent, or adult who cares about 
kids. In this year of the COVID crisis, it must be 
especially odoriferous.  
 
However you and yours are going back to school 
this year, whether in person, remotely, some 
hybrid, or at home, likely you could use some 
help. Praying might not seem practical, yet I 
find that when I turn toward God, I find I’m in a 
“much larger room” than I thought I was stuck 
in. The Reverend Traci Smith*, herself a mom of 
school-age kids, shares some prayers we may 
use here: https://tinyurl.com/y2rs7dnc 
 
I plan to start saying the “Prayer for Putting on a 
Mask” when I reach for one of the masks Susie 
made for us. I want to see if it will make the 
action more meaningful—sacred, even. 
 
While I’m on the subject, I wonder sometimes if 
we grown-ups should try to forget we know it all 
and go “back to school” ourselves. Not to the K-
12, but to exploring and experimenting, under 
kindly guidance, a world and relationships in it 
that are a much bigger room than those we’ve 
stuck ourselves in. —Was that the first bell? 
Let’s not be late to class. 
 
*Links to more of Traci Smith’s resources for 
faithful families may be found at her website: 
traci-smith.com 
 
—Doug  
 
 

https://seasonofcreation.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/SOC_logo_BandW.jpg
https://tinyurl.com/y2rs7dnc
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  We Are All In This Together! 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make our blood drive for the American Red Cross on August 27 a 

success.  We had 24 units of whole blood donated!  This was seven units over our goal of 17.    

 

Blood is a perishable product that can only come from generous, volunteer blood donors, so we appreciate 

all those who were willing to come out and donate during the pandemic to help others.   

 

The need for blood is constant and your generous gift of a blood donation can help save up to three lives 

and change them forever.       

 

Thank you – the Mission Team 

 

Happy Birthday 
September 
 
1 Bev Brown 
2 Mike Coracy 
2 Henry Gruben 
5 Carolyn Case 
7 Danny Rolens 
9 Cam Potter 
13 Joanne Kelley 
13 Ed Small 
19 Linda Hester 
22 Connor Smith 
22 Keaton Smith 
23 Barbara Durham 
23 Rob Luster 
26 Frank Kessinger 
28 Max Rolens 
 

Happy Anniversary 
September 
14 Paul & Angelia Meier 
30 Rob & Karen Luster 

Elders Schedule 

9:00 AM   10:30 AM 

Sept. 

6 T. Wetzel   M. Wolfe 

13 D. Herndon   D. Rolens 

20 J. Kelley   T. Smith 

27 J. Speciale   L. Coracy 

 

Oct. 

4 A. Campagna    D. Rolens 

11 R. Eberhart    S. Campagna 

18 T. Smith    J. Kelley 

25 J. Speciale    T. Wetzel 
  
 
 

 

Thank You Received 

 

Dear Church Family –  

Thank you for your 

continued support to 

Riverbend Family 

Ministries.  We are so 

blessed to do ministry side 

by side with your 

congregation.  Because of 

your support, we are able to 

help so many families in 

crisis right now.  Your 

partnership is changing lives 

and for that we are so 

thankful.  We continue to 

pray over you all.  Be 

blessed.  Tammy 

 

REMINDER - ANNUAL REPORTS 

  

2019-2020 Ministry Directors 

  

Please submit your reports to the Administrative Assistant by email or drop off in the church office 

by Tuesday, September 15th. 

Email:  admin@fccedwardsville.org 

 

 


