
fccedwardsville.org 618.656.7498 Page 1 

The Messenger: Good News of Jesus Christ 
A Communication Ministry of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Edwardsville, Illinois 

October 2020   

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You!!!  Hurricane Relief Efforts 
 
I am truly humbled by the generosity of this 
congregation.  Whatever the need, you are always willing to 
help.  It is because of your continued generosity that we 
were able to send $1,762 to Week of Compassion to help 
with hurricane relief efforts and with the items that the 
congregation donated, the youth group assembled  
80 hygiene kits for Church World Service (CWS) at their 
meeting on September 27, 2020.   This will help CWS to 
replenish their supplies.  These kits can mean the difference 
between sickness and health for struggling families.  In 
addition, $160 will be sent to CWS to help with the 
processing fees for the kits.  
 
Thank You – The Mission Team 
 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
 
It’s almost that time again to 
start filling shoeboxes for 
Operation Christmas 
Child. Information and 
shoeboxes will be available 
later in October. 

 
Shoeboxes will be dedicated on 
Sunday, November 15, 2020. 
 
 

 
 

   
Youth Group 

Schedule 
 
4    Team Builder        
11   No Meeting 
18  Youth Picnic 
24  Yard Work 
25   Meeting 
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Items Needed for Glen-Ed Pantry 

 
Glen-Ed Pantry is in need of the 
following items:  instant rice, instant 
oatmeal, toothbrushes, pancake mix, and 
canned fruit.   
 
Due to the ongoing pandemic, the pantry 
is seeing an influx in the number of 
clients it is serving in the community.    
 
If you are able, donated items can be 
brought to the church and placed in or 
near the designated bin in the Narthex.   
 
Thank you – the Mission Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reconciliation Offering 
2020:  The Rocks Are Crying 
Out: Show Up; Speak Up; Stand 
Up 

In Luke 19:39 to 40 we read that some of the 
Pharisees in a crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher rebuke 
your disciples.” “I tell you,” he replied “If they keep 
quiet the stones will cry out.” Though we know that 
God’s spirit will cause the stones to cry out if we 
remain silent, when it comes to being an anti-racist, 
pro-reconciling church, silence is not an option. 

Your gifts to Reconciliation Ministry allow your 
communities and your congregations to ensure the 
human dignity of every child, to ensure all have access 
to Christ’s abundance, to fully flourish in education, 
and financial stability, and friendships across God’s 
human diversity. Won’t you join the chorus in 
shouting out Hosana, Hosana blessed are we who 
come in the name of the Lord. Thank you for your 
generosity. 

Your gift may be put in the offering on Sunday, Oct. 
4th, mailed to the church office, or give on-line.  
Marked your gift “Reconciliation Offering” on the 
memo line. 

 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 

Our youth parents have put together the 
latest calendar for the youth group. With 
this semester, we are trying to be a bit 
more creative in our activities Such as 
creating a Nativity scene for our church!  
 
Our JYF kids are having a virtual picnic 
on Sunday, October 4th. This will be a 
great chance for them to reconnect with 
their church friends as we enjoy a snack 
and Bible study all in the comfort of our 
own homes. 
 
 We are so excited to be connecting with 
all the kids once again and can’t wait to 
see what this new semester brings! 
 
May God bless you all.  
 
Macy Shriver 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessings, 

 
May be mailed to the church at  

310 S. Main St. Edwardsville, IL  

62025 or on-line at 

fccedwardsville.org, click on Donate 
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Search Committee Update 
 
The search committee continues to meet 
regularly via Zoom.   The committee’s focus in 
September was to conduct a beta test of the 
congregational survey and analyze the feedback 
received.  Our thanks to those who participated 
in the beta test.  Based on the feedback, the sub-
committee that developed the survey has made 
necessary adjustments to ensure that we get the 
best information possible.  The final version of 
the survey is now ready for distribution to the 
congregation.  
  
It is essential that everyone complete the survey 
as the information received will provide the 
search committee with the information needed 
to finish completing the church profile and in 
matching our needs with the talents of those 
seeking a call.   
 
The link to the congregational survey will be sent 
out via Constant Contact on Sunday, October 4, 
2020 and we ask that you complete the survey 
by October 19, 2020.  If you do not have access 
to take the survey online, we will have iPads 
available after church services on Sundays 
October 11th and 18th for you to use to complete 
the survey.  Rest assured that the iPads will be 
sanitized after each use.  For those that are 
homebound and do not have access to a 
computer we will be mailing out hard copies of 
the survey.   
 
Your prayerful and thoughtful completion of the 
survey is crucial to us fulfilling the committee’s 
goal of identifying the best possible candidate to 
be our settled minister.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Search Committee 

 

Sightings and Soundings: rainbows 
against the night 
 
Did you see it in the east? Monday evening, as 
the sun was setting, and a surprise shower 
moved over EdGlen, a perfect rainbow formed 
in the rain-prismed light. If you didn’t, well, 
remember a time and a place that you did see a 
rainbow. Remember, too, that in our scriptures, 
the bow is the sign of the promise that life shall 
be preserved. 
 
East is the direction of sunrise, of new days and 
a New Day. But it is also the direction from 
which night arrives. Indigo clouds with night 
close behind them were the backdrop for 
Monday’s display. 
 
I don’t want to empower depression, but I’m 
not making it up to say that these times we’re 
living through can feel as dark as if night is 
falling on us. 
 
Neither am I making it up to say that sometimes 
the dark makes it easier to see the light. And 
rainbows, with their reminder of from whom 
life comes and in whose hands, it is held and 
healed. 
 
You may have seen this in a meme or quoted for 
counsel: “Do not be daunted by the enormity of 
the world’s grief. Do justly now. Love mercy 
now. Walk humbly now. You are not obligated 
to complete the work but neither are you free 
to abandon it.” These words combine a quote 
from the Jewish commentary and religious 
writings called the Talmud with a preface to 
them based on Micah 6:8, probably written by a 
19th century British scholar of Hebrew, A. W. 
Streane. Whatever their source, they are good 
medicine for us in these times … especially if we 
light them with rainbows. 
 
Inspired and rainbow-wrapped, let us press on. 
—Doug  
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Regional Assembly streams this 
Saturday 

 
The Regional Assembly of the The Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) of Mid-America 
is online this Saturday, October 3, beginning 
at 9 am. Join us live on the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) of Mid-America 
Facebook page: 
facebook.com/ChristianChurchDisciplesOf
MidAmerica 
  
Tune in for: 

• State of the Region Address 

• Worship/Bible Study 

• Business/Reporting 

• Recognize/Welcome new clergy 
 
Find more information on the Assembly 
page of the CCMA website: mid-
americadisciples.org/regional-assembly-
2020 
 

COVID-19 Reminders 
 
We are wearing masks and socially distancing.  
Please keep at least 6 feet of space between you 
and anyone you don’t live with.  Those speaking 
or singing are at least 20 feet from you and/or 
are behind shields.  In our 9 AM service, a 
soloist sings on our behalf.  In our 10:30 AM 
service, our worship band plays and sings for 
us.  If you sing along or pray the Lord’s Prayer 
aloud, please do so softly.  Individually 
packaged communion cups and wafers are on 
tables just outside the sanctuary.  Together we 
slow the spread; thanks for participating! 

Elders Schedule 

9:00 AM   10:30 AM 

Oct. 

4 A. Campagna    D. Rolens 

11 R. Eberhart    S. Campagna 

18 T. Smith    J. Kelley 

25 J. Speciale    T. Wetzel 
 
Nov. 

1 L Coracy D. Rolens 

8 A. Campagna M. Wolfe 

15 S. Campagna D. Herndon 

22 R. Eberhart T. Wetzel 

29 J. Kelley J. Speciale 

 

Dec. 

6 D. Rolens T. Smith 

13 M. Wolfe A. Campagna 

20 D. Herndon L. Coracy 

24 TBD  TBD 

27 J. Speciale J. Kelley 

 

Elder serving will do both Offertory 

and Communion prayer. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Happy Birthday 
October 
1 Toni Paur 
2 Paul Meier 

3 Charlie Belobrajdic 

9 Donna Potter 

12 Tyler DeWitt 

15  Peter Gruben 

21 Kari Belobrajdic 

22 Virginia Small 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
October 
9 Jon & Michelle Varady 
13 Ron & Karen Eberhart 
16 Rich & Joanne Kelley 
17 J.C. & Marisa Wetzel 
19 Al & Pam Kennerly 
20 Ed & JoAnn Small 
28 Max & Korine Rolens 
30 Kevin & Cynthia Shriver 


