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SUNDAYS 
November 7  

All Saints Sunday 

November 14  

Honoring Veterans              

Hebrews 10:11-25 

“Provoke the Love” 

Nov. 21 - Thanksgiving  

John 18:33-37 

“Born into this world…” 

Collecting the T-giving 

Offering for Higher Ed. 

Nov. 28 - Advent One 
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In this issue: 

• Fun Timers 

• Bring Bed Linens  

• Shared Prayers 

• Facing West  

• Thanksgiving Meal 

• Manger-Making  

A Special  
Advent Edition  

of the  
Messenger will 
be published in 
late November.  

It was a a very good Sunday when John and Pat Stanko came forward to place their mem-

bership with First Christian Church.  They joined on 

October 24 at the end of the 9:00am service.  The 

Stankos come by transfer of membership from First 

Christian Church in Canton, IL where they were long 

time residents and members 

     Pat and John moved to Edwardsville, landing in 

Holiday Shores, in 2020 to be closer to their two 

grown daughters and husbands who live in St. Louis.  

John is a retired Fire Chief and arson investigator 

while Pat is a retired educator and also travel agent.  

In retirement Pat is a Master Gardner and John loves 

the water, often readying a water ski.   

     They have already found a home in our church 

choir and are usuals at most any church event.  We 

are glad the Stankos have come among us in this sea-

son and look forward to getting to know them, sharing in discipleship in the coming years.  

They are pictured here with Rev. Spear on Oct. 24.  Welcome John and Pat! 

 

Join us for the annual  
All-Church Thanksgiving Meal prepared 

and served by the Church Board.   
Turkey and all the trimmings.   

Safely served and shared with space in 
Fellowship Hall.  Carry-out or delivery will 

be available for homebound friends.  

Sunday, Nov. 21, 12:00pm  
All are asked to RSVP by Nov. 18 to 

the church office—call or email. 
An RSVP signup is also in the Narthex. 

Who will you invite to join us for worship and the meal this year? 



CALENDAR 
P = Parlor / S = Sanctuary /  FH = Fellowship Hall 

D = Downstairs  / PS = Pastor’s Study 

WEEKLY  

Sun. - Traditional Worship, 9am, S 

   Coffee Fellowship, 10-10:30am, FH 

   Sunday School, 10:30am, D/P 

   Contemporary Worship, 10:30am, S 

Tues. - Praise Choir Rehearsal, 6:30-7:30pm S  

Wed. - Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7-8pm, S 

*See Youth and Children’s page for their calendar. 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOSTS  

Thanks to these NOV hosts: 

Nov. 7:   Teri and Barb 

Nov. 14:  Campagna/Small 

Nov. 21:  Bernice Brown (Paula shop) 

Nov. 28:  OPEN 

THIS MONTH  

Nov. 4, 9, 18: Book Study “Grateful,” 7:00pm PS 

Nov. 14: Board Meeting, 5:30pm, FH 

Nov. 30: Elders Meeting, 7:00pm, PS 

Nov. 27:  Decorating the Church, 9:00am-12pm 

GROUPS USING THE CHURCH BUILDING  

Mon.: Christian Crafters, 9:30am, FH  

   Tutoring, 4-7pm, D; Boy Scouts, 7-8:30pm, FH 

Tues.: Tutoring, 4-7pm, D  

    (1st, 2nd, 3rd) Boy Scouts, 6:30-9pm, FH  

Wed.: Tutoring, 4-7pm, D; (2nd) Boy Scouts, 7-8:30pm, P  

Thur.: Rotary 12-1pm, FH; Tutoring, 4-7pm, D      

   AA, 7-8pm FH 

Sat.: Yoga, 12-1pm, FH  
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FACING WEST 
A monthly pastoral column 
It is not the rule, but yet it is the rule for a 

pastor to include in a traditional church 

newsletter a “pastoral word” for the day.  

Reflections on the season, events in the church’s life or news of 

the world tend to be the norm.  In each church I have served I feel 

the need to label that column appropriately for that time and 

place.  In other words I am not bringing a long-standing column 

title to this newsletter.   

     At my desk in the Pastor’s Study just to my left is a bank of 

windows.  Looking out those windows I see the constant traffic on 

Main St., the coming and going of emergency vehicles from across 

the street, and the setting of the sun.  I am facing west.   

     I believe there is something to be said for facing west.  From 

this vantage point I am watching the sun set upon the day.  I am 

mindful of what it has brought to me, this community, and our 

church folk.  As the day’s end brings reflection on what has been 

it also prompts my wondering about what is ahead.  I think this 

might be the place from which to write to you each month.  

Facing west upon the town, with the witness of FCCE firmly 

planted in the day yet an unknown future firmly planted in faith.  

We shall see what comes… 

Over the 100-day mark 
Well, the time has already flown as we find ourselves past the 100

-day mark of shared ministry.  Here is what I observe about us: 

     Worship attendance is low.  You know it; I know.  There should 

be no reason for us to now have at least 50 people in both 

worship services.  Changing this will be our biggest and most 

important work in the months ahead. 

     Every day is a new and varied full plate.  Ministry in a church 

our size is unique.  I am excited to find my days including so many 

aspects of ministry.  In the course of these weeks I have been 

visiting and establishing pastoral care connections and patterns;  

writing content and cropping pictures for this and other 

publications; creating future youth-and college-aged plans; 

planning the week’s two worship services; giving attention and 

some oversight to the financial, media, organizational elements of 

ministry.  There is a lot of catching up to do in this first year.  

Ministry teams are getting meetings in and figuring out what our 

fellowship, mission, property, and worship life will look like in the 

future.  It could be very much like it was in the past.  Do not be 

shocked if there is some change.  We are now a different place 

than when we stepped away in the spring of 2020 to be church 

from home.  I look forward to what might be 

possible as God invites us back following the 

pandemic and pastoral search to be a strong 

church again.  Is it possible?  I believe so.  I have 

invested my future in that hope, and I believe 

many of you have too.    

     Advent is coming.  There is such goodness and 

wonder ahead in the seasons of Advent and 

Christmas.  For us to find that joy again after not 

being in person last year will be a great part of 

our near future.  Question:  Will you participate 

to make that a shared possibility?   Your 

involvement and invitation to others will count. 

This and much more as we go... 

-Rev. Jimmy Spear 



Children’s Class: K-5th 

In the 10:30am hour.  Meet first in 

the sanctuary for worship and then 

after the Children’s Moment go with 

the day’s teacher downstairs.  OLD SUITCASE & GAMES 
The Youth Group (6th-12th grade) needs a good quality smaller 

suitcase — one from the 1960s/1970s would be best.  Pristine 

would be the preference — if it is smelly and has been literally 

in most of the airports of north America we don’t want it.  

However, sometimes there is a perfect little Samsonite lurking 

in a church member’s attic that will 

never be used again. ALSO, it needs to be 

the sitting-top-open type.  

     Do you have games you would like to 

pass on?  Decks of playing cards, Uno, 

Phase 10, dominos, Taboo, Apples to 

Apples — small games or card-based are 

preferred.  We are creating a mobil game case for youth group 

travel and times.  All the go-to games will be in one place with 

paper and pencils, games, dice, sand timers etc.  Leave them 

outside the office.  Thanks!  
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YOUTH GROUP  

CALENDAR: November 
Grades 6 - 12:  Meet Sundays at 5:30pm 

for one hour—downstairs, watch week-

ly text reminder for food/event details. 

 

Nov. 14:  Building mangers 4:00-5:30pm 

For the Manger Project; NOTE unique 

time due to Board Meeting 

 

Nov. 20 – SATURDAY: Service Project – 

helping at the  Glen Ed Food Pantry sort 

Scouting donations; time: 10am-12pm 

 

Nov. 28 and the weeks of Dec. 5, 12, 19 

– a church holiday event, some regular 

youth group, a fun night with white ele-

phant gifts, etc.   TBD 

6-12th Youth Class   

The Youth Sunday School group (6th-

12th) will be learning from the series 

“t.b.d.— think. believe. do.” Topic: 

SIN.  Meet in the sanctuary for wor-

ship first!  Stay in Worship on 1st Sun. 

The youth group 

spent the after-

noon of Nov. 7 at 

the home of a 

church member 

helping with a 

little fall clean-

up.  It was a 

beautiful day to 

serve friends.  

 
Pictured are Elliott Hearndon, Ben and Dan Rash-

man, Frances Gregg, Austin Wolfe, Jimmy Spear, 

and Gerry Gregg.  Not pictured, Melanie Herndon.  



BED LINENS & ALDI  
Helping Afghan Refugees 
 

FCCE is partnering with other area churches to collect needed 

items to help the many refugees from Afghanistan that are/will 

be relocating to the St. Louis area.  Donated items will then be 

taken to Oasis International in St. Louis.  As the 

organizations that are helping the refugees lo-

cally have been overwhelmed with donations, 

in Oct, Nov., and Dec. we will have a monthly 

focus donation.   

In the month of November we will concentrate 

on collecting   $50 ALDI GIFT CARDS and 

BED LINENS (twin, full, queen)(new 

and if used, very clean)   

     We found out that these two items are needed and are not 

typically donated.  The request for gift cards to Aldi’s helps as 

this is the one grocery store in the community where they are 

relocating, allowing for purchase of perishables.   

     If you are able to help, donated items can be placed in a spe-

cial area of the Narthex.  Place the gift cards in the OFFERING 

BOX.  If you are unable to get to Aldi, make a donation in the 

offering and designate “ALDI CARD” and the Mission Team will 

get the cards.  Thank you. 

NEEDED  

CURRENTLY   
The following items are cur-

rently needed at the Glen-

Ed Pantry this month:     

• coffee, tea & , hot chocolate 

• salt & pepper,  spices, sugar, and flour.      

If you are able, donated items can either be 

brought to the church and placed in the designat-

ed bin in the Narthex, or they can be dropped off 

at the Pantry during regular pantry hours. 

     The Pantry can also accept monetary dona-

tions that will allow them to buy the specific 

products they need when they need them.  Mon-

etary donations - you can donate directly to the 

Glen-Ed Pantry through their web site,   

www.glenedpantry.org, mail or drop off your do-

nation at the Pantry, 125 5th Avenue, Edwards-

ville, IL  62025, during regular pantry hours, or 

place in the drop box next to the door.  Your do-

nation goes directly to the Pantry which, in turn, 

serves their clients' needs.  For more information 

check out www.glenedpantry.org. 

LOCAL & GLOBAL  

MISSION 
FROM THE MISSION TEAM 
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Special Offering to be collected Nov. 14 & 21:   

The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the Colleges, 

Universities, Seminaries, and Divinity Houses affili-

ated with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

Support for Disciples Mission Fund and gifts to the 

Thanksgiving Offering are a critical part of the on-

going collaborative work of church and higher edu-

cation that is such a foundational part of the herit-

age of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).   
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PRAYERS of the PEOPLE 
Sympathy is extended to Keith Durham in the passing of his brother Bill (93) in Pon-

tiac, IL.  A service was held there on Nov. 2.  Healing prayers continue for Marilyn 

Morrow (Martha’s sister) as she continues to recuperate following surgery last 

month in Normal IL;  Mary Lou Heckel continues to Teri Voss is back among us and 

doing better;  Jean Durr awaits a hip replacement and Joyce Chapman continues 

her treatments. Joan Vance is now residing at River Crossing of Edwardsville, 

(formerly Rosewood) on Center Grove Rd. 

A BIG Birthday weekend 

for Virginia Small’s 98th 

was held October 23-24.  

It included all seven of her 

children being in town 

and joining her for wor-

ship on Sunday.  They are 

all pictured below. Happy 

Birthday to our most sen-

ior member! 

Prayer ministry — the 

process:  when a name or situation is shared with the pastor the request, as appro-

priate and with permission, will be shared with the prayer ministry email group, 

offered in morning worship, and listed (with updates) in the next Messenger.  If 

prayers are not for publication please indicate it to the pastor. 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm 

The NUMBERS 
Our Mission Giving in October 

10 Irons 

1 Toaster 

11 Aldi Gift Cards 

20 Units of Blood 

2  Evlyn McQuinn 

4   Mary Lou Heckel 

6   Jake Lachapelle 

   Karen Luster 

10  Joan Vance 

17  Emily Motsinger 

18  Tabitha Chapman 

  Kimberly Durr 

19  David Smith 

23  Payton Wolfe 

25  Barb Small 

27  Troy Marchetto 

  JC Wetzel 

29  Marilyn Morrow 

 

Anniversaries: 

3   Justin & Wendy Hampson 

19  Darryl & Joyce Chapman  

THANKS 
Dear First Christian Friends,  

Our heads had barely stopped 

spinning with wonder at your 

many kindnesses shown as we 

parted when you knocked us flat 

with your incredibly generous 

love gift.  Thank you!  A thou-

sand thesauruses don’t have 

words enough for how good you 

are.  We are humbled and hon-

ored by your care, and pray you 

will be blessed by the overflow-

ing measure with which you 

have given. 

 With love and warmest regard,  

Doug and Angela  

MANGER-MAKING 2021 
How will this Advent season look in your household?  Would 

you like to take part in a new-for-2021 Advent experience? 

The Advent season will be here before we know it, and plans 

are underway for the mission giving, fellowship, worship, and home devotional 

parts of the season.  Last year we shared a unique part of the season in participating 

in “The Manger Project.”  This year we will use our mangers again but add to the 

experience of mission giving with home Advent devotional options — all connected 

to the season and the Advent season as themes at First Christian.   This year’s man-

ger will include for each of the weeks of Advent,  

 Devotional Materials — candles, calendars, devotionals, crafts — with different  

    items based upon each household’s makeup. 

 Mission Ideas — connecting the Advent journey of devotion to the season of  

    giving in our community, with family, and at church. 

     Our Manger-Making in 2021 will be filled with the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love on-

ly the Messiah’s birth can bring.  Will you join others in our church on this journey? 

     If you did not get a manger last year and would like one (already assembled) or if 

you have a manger and would like the materials to participate in this new 2021 ver-

sion called Manger-Making, please sign up in the Narthex or contact the church 

office by Sunday, Nov. 14 



MINISTRY STAFF 
Rev. Jimmy Spear, Minister    

         jimmy@fccedwardsville.org 

[open position], Minister of Youth & Children 
         ycmin@fccedwardsville.org 

Carolyn Jenkins, Director of Choirs 
Denis Doelling, Organist 
Danielle Castelli, Accompanist 
Lindsey Folsom, Keyboardist 

Warren Lomax, Custodian 
Teresa Droste, Administrative  Assistant 

         admin@fccedwardsville.org 

 

Church office hours   
Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 12:00pm  

Fun Timers  
The Fun Timers, our church’s senior fellowship group,  

continues to create an event each month.  Last month it 

was a small group of 7 that drove over to Grafton for 

lunch at The Loading Dock.  The trees hadn’t turned yet,  

but the group enjoyed the chance to eat outside one 

more time!  (pictured below)  As we look forward to 

getting together again, join us for these future events 

but make sure to SIGN UP in the Narthex or call the 

church office:  

Wed. Nov. 17—Lunch at the Cracker Barrel followed by 

the music of The 60s Chicks at the Troy Library.  Meet at 

Cracker Barrel or at the Troy Library.  Did you RSVP?    

Wed. Dec. 15—Holiday Event TBA. 

PROPERTY NEWS 
Good for 50 years 

Jacksonville Stained Glass (JSG) has completed the resto-

ration on the stained glass windows in the Fellowship 

Hall.  JSG from Jacksonville, Illinois is one of the very few 

companies around the area providing such a niche ser-

vice.  Their two owners and their crew were on site each 

day of the project and took about two weeks to com-

plete.  JSG completed exterior and interior restoration 

which included replacing wooden structure supports, 

broken pieces of glass, and cement holding the glass in. 

The restoration will last the church for up to 50 years. 

The total cost of this project was $34,100 and was fund-

ed by the Memorial Fund. Thanks to those who contrib-

uted funding to the Memorial Fund making this very im-

portant project a success.  

     As the property Chairman, Paul Meier tries to make 

his way around the building each week.  If you see any-

thing needing attention, please put a note in the mailbox 

labeled Property for his attention. 

      Thanks to those who responded to the church work 

day adopt-a-spot offering this fall.  Paula Beals and Jo-

anne Kelley cleaned up the summer flowers and pre-

pared the courtyard for winter.  Joanne also gave some 

life to the entrance circle beds.  Lisa Bast will take care of 

the east door brick circles for the December season.  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chairperson:  David Herndon 

Vice Chairperson:  Mike Wolfe 
Board Secretary:  Karen Davis 

Church Treasurer:  Angela Meier 
Trustees:  Pam Kennerly 

 

Ministry Directors 

              Elders:  Joanne Kelley 
Deacons:  Tracy Wetzel 

Education:  Kendra Lachapelle 
Membership:  Rich Wetzel 

Mission:  Barb Small 
Property:  Paul Meier 
Worship:  Paula Beals 
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fall  

events


