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Dessert First! 

When you have eaten and are satisfied,  
praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you.  

—Deuteronomy 8:10  
We’ve been blessed by God in ways both great and small 

 but it’s often hard to remain conscious of that on a daily basis.  

• When going through a time of difficulty and challenge, it’s easy to lose 
contact with the blessings of the past or the present. That’s especially the 

case when we’ve lost loved ones or find ourselves dealing with the illness of 
ourselves, a family member, or a close friend.  

• We are so busy with the demands of life that we have difficulty finding the 
time for the thought and contemplation that would keep us aware of our 

blessings.  

• In our daily routines we overlook God’s desire to delight us with grace and 
joy. We see only what we should do, not the opportunities God sends our 

way.  

 When we began planning for this year’s stewardship emphasis, we 
thought it would be worthwhile for all of us to focus more on the spiritual life 

and to become more aware of the blessings we have as individuals, families, 
and a church.  

 Our theme for this year’s stewardship emphasis is “Dessert First: 
Celebrating God’s Blessings.”  You can submit your pledge by mail, by 

placing in the offering basket on the Sundays of the campaign or by emailing 
jrbrooks@fccedwardsville.org. 
 Our Stewardship Emphasis will kick off on Sunday June 16th.  Members 

of our church will give brief testimonials each Sunday.  We will conclude on 
Sunday June 30th with a combined worship service at 10:30am including a 
special prayer time, a drama by our youth and a dessert reception.  Please 

make a special effort to participate in this emphasis to fund our ministries 
and to deepen our faith relationships. 
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Celebrating  
our 

Graduates 

Jarrett Bednar graduated from SIUE 

with a Masters degree! 

Joseph Brooks graduated from 

Edwardsville High School and will start a 

History degree while participating in 

NROTC! 

Ashton Coultas graduated from 

Hazelwood West in St Louis! 

Nikolas Herndon graduated from Triad 

High School and from SWIC with an 

Associate’s degree in Arts! 

Camren Luster graduated from SIU-C 

with a Bachelor of Arts and Science from 

the School of Architecture! 

Future Events 

June 9 - 14 
Youth to Big Stuf Camp 

June 16 - Father’s Day 

July 8 -11 
Vacation Bible School 
“We Are The Church!” 
[more info inside] 

July 20 - 24 
General Assembly of the  
Christian Church  
(Disciple of Christ) 
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Youth & Children’s Ministries 

 Vacation Bible School: 
 Are you ready to get super excited, hear 
lots of laughter, and learn about our 
awesome God? Then it sounds like you 
are ready for Vacation Bible School. This 

year, we are changing it up and mixing things around. 
We plan on getting super messy while playing some 
crazy games so make sure your children are wearing 
old clothes and bringing extras to change into 
afterwards. With that, we will be gathering around to 
get crafty all while learning about how we are the 
church. God gave us our awesome church community 
so that we are able to gather in His name. It will be so 
amazing to see how He uses these connections to bless 
us as we further learn what that means at VBS. 

Youth Group:  (middle & high school) 

Wow, It’s almost time for Bigstuf which means in just a 
few short weeks we will be feeling the warmth of the 
sun, the ocean waves, and the intense love of God. The 
youth group and I are beyond excited to hop on the bus 
and head to Florida. With that, we have had an 
awesome yet very hectic month of May. The youth 
group held a car wash for the church where they 
worked hard as a team and made everyone’s cars 
squeaky clean. Then Mother’s Day came where we were 
able to see the youth work just as hard serving all the 
mother’s of our church. We are so blessed to have such 
dedicated youth who serve with hearts so full of love. 
God has definitely been working in the youth group 
and I cannot wait to see what a powerful impact 
Bigstuf makes on all of them.  

Junior Youth Fel lowship (elementary grades) 

Our JYF kids have been having lots of fun with the 
monthly meetings leading up to Vacation Bible School. 
Recently, they had an ice cream sundae party where we 
studied how God loves all of us and makes each 
individual as unique as the different toppings on ice 
cream sundaes. During this time, we were able to get 
pictures with the beautiful angel wings that they all 
helped to make as well. For this month’s meeting, they 
went to the Cambridge house to play bingo with the 
residents. They had a blast and it was a great 
opportunity for the kids to get out and serve in the 
community. Next up, they will be taking a tour of the 
Hawthorne Animal Hospital. However I think that 
most of our excitement is getting built up for Vacation 
Bible School which will be here before we know it!  

~ Macy Sullens, Youth & Children’s Minister

Our church is featured in a painting at this exhibit 
… please check it out! 

July Board Meeting 
 Board of Directors July 2019 Meeting 
We are about to start a new church year July 1, 2019.  I 
want to thank you for volunteering your time and 
talents to our church ministries for 2019-2020 church 
year.  Some of you are returning to the board of 
directors and some of you are new. 
 Our 1st meeting is Sunday, July 14th at 5:30 in 
the parlor.  Prior to July, please try and have your 
ministry teams selected and include those individuals 
in your July board report. 
 For the 2018-2019 Board Directors that are not 
returning, I am asking that you attend our  July  14th 
meeting.  I plan to have time in the beginning for 
sharing your ministry work and hand offs that will help 
the new director taking over.  You will not need to stay 
for the complete board meeting.  
 If there are any questions you can contact myself 
or James. 
 Looking forward to a great year. 
 Joanne Kelley, Chairman of the Board for 2019-2020



Junior Youth Fellowship: Angel Project 
Have you had your picture taken with the new JYF Angel 
Wings?  In addition to the individual art pieces in the hall, the 
JYF created these wings for our fellowship hall!  Get your angel 
wings on this Sunday during coffee fellowship!  Many thanks to 
Toni Paur and Macy Sullens for helping our young artists to be 
so creative! 

 

… database, to the generous financial stewardship, to growth of 
our mission ministries to take on the Refugee Mission, to the 
fantastic number of items our Christian crafts make and give 
away, the Loyal U&I basket ministry, and so much more!  
Especially our weekly worship, sharing communion and song 
and Good News! 
 I am especially thankful to our 2018-2019 Board of Directors 
and our Elders and Trustees.  Your leadership has helped us all 
share our gifts for ministry in the name of Jesus.  It is with 
profound gratitude that I thank Tracy Wetzel as she finishes her 
2nd year as President of the Congregation and Board 
Chairperson.  Well done Tracy! 
 Blessings on our 2019-2020 leaders as we celebrate their 
service! 
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Where are they now? 
Ashley Bivin (former Youth Sponsor) 
has moved to Fulton, Missouri and begun work as an 
Archivist at Sinclair Research Center Inc. 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS: 
 Jim Potter 2   Tyler Hill 7 
 Angela Meier 9   Mimi Sorenson 9 
 David Werner 10  Steve Bobrowski 13 
 Joseph Brooks 13  Daniel Davis Jr. 13 
 Karen Eberhart 13  Patty Werner 13 
 Danielle Castelli 15  Austin Wolfe 16 
 Elizabeth Enloe 18  Jayce Feeney 18 
 Scott Belobrajdic 19  Ashlyn DeWitt 19 
 Alex Michel 19   Tab Smith 20 
 Emily Paur 21   Warren Lomax 24 
 Harriet Starnes 29.  

MAY ANNIVERSARIES: 
 Keith & Barbara Durham 5 
 Joe & Stephanie Duvall 6 
 Robert & Mary Lou Heckel 7 
 David & Patty Werner 7 
 Rich & Tracy Wetzel 11 
 David & Melanie Herndon 15 
 Tim & Valene Carter 18 
 Mike & Shelly Wolfe 20 
 Mike & Lexi Eberhart 28.  

Compassionate Care             
FCCE provides many opportunities for 
congregational care, spiritual growth, and 
celebration, as well as pastoral assistance to 
those in need. 
HOMEBOUND COMMUNION ELDERS FOR JUNE 
Mike Veith and Ron Eberhart 

PurPose Points 
Minister’s Musing on Ministry & Misc. 
by Dr. James R. Brooks, Lead Minister 

As we approach the conclusion of the church year, I 
want to thank everyone who engaged ministry with us 
this year!  We had an amazing 2018-2019 church year.  
We achieved amazing feats as a faith community from 
my sabbatical (first 3 month sabbatical we have 
engaged) to dynamic changes in staff, to the Triptych 
Service & Christmas Eve, to heroic efforts with our …



Mother’s Day Brunch Success! 
A BIG THANK YOU to the people that helped prepare the 
Mother’s Day Brunch.  They included: 
Rich Wetzel, Augie Campagna, Jim Speciale 
Tab Smith, Scott Belobrajdic, Charlie Belobrajdic 
Peter Gruben, Henry Gruben, Owen Gruben 
Payton Wolfe, Austin Wolfe, Jonah Herndon  
Elliott Herndon, Lizzie Dawson, Steve Dawson 
Macy Sullens, Kyle Shriver, Mike Coracy 
Kevin Paur, Daryl Chapman, Joseph Brooks 
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Ministry Staff 
Dr. James R. Brooks, Lead Minister 
Ms. Macy Sullens,  
     Youth & Children’s Minister 
Mr. Denis Doelling, Organist 
Mrs. Danielle Castelli, Accompanist 
Ms. Lindsey Folsom, Keyboardist 
Ms. Carolyn Jenkins, Choir Director 
Mr. Warren Lomax, Custodian 
Mrs. Teresa Droste, Admin. Assistant 

The Messenger 
To submit information for this monthly 
communication ministry,  
contact the office at 618.656.7498 or 
admin@fccedwardsville.org 

First Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
310 South Main Street 
Edwardsville  IL  62025

Thank You . . . 

“To all who attended the open house to celebrate 
Joseph Brooks’ graduation!  We are every thankful for 
the support FCCE has given to our family, and 
especially as Joseph has grown up attending here. 
~Amy and James Brooks” 

“Thank you for your gift of $200.00 and for supporting 
Phillips in equipping leaders with the education 
necessary to effectively act with God to transform the 
world. 
~ Malisa Pierce, Director of Advancement 
Phillips Seminary 

“Dr. Brooks, 
This is from the parents of Jarrett Bednar. 
We thought it was very nice of you to acknowledge his 
graduation on Sunday and wanted to thank you. … 
Anyway, again just wanted to thank you for doing that, 
made his mother feel really special on Mother’s Day. 
Sincerely, Jim & Pamela Bednar” 

“Dr. Brooks: 
My father, Ward D. Atherton; mother, Ara; 

sister, Margaret; and I lived in Edwardsville 
(1933-1947) and were members of the First Christian 
Church of Edwardsville at its former North Kansas 
Street location. Mr. Lowe was the minister at that 
time. Our family moved to Florida in the summer of 
1947 between my sophomore and junior years at 
Edwardsville High School at its former Highway 157 
location. 

My father was Sunday School 
superintendent, an elder, and board member and my 
mother was a Sunday School teacher and deaconess. 
I served as janitor my last year there. Altogether, the 
church, the congregation, constituted the core of our 
lives. Because of that and my devotion to boy 
scouting, our leaving and moving to Florida was a 
traumatic experience for me. The line that comes to 
mind is "Blest be the tie that binds." 

Some might suggest this letter is pure 
nostalgia, but my purpose is to recognize and 
acknowledge what the First Christian Church of 
Edwardsville has meant and continues to mean to 
me. The church, the congregation, can affect lives 
more deeply and in more ways than sometimes 
recognized. I thank the First Christian Church of 
Edwardsville. May God continue to bless it, its 
people, and its work. 

~ Frederick Ward Atherton”


