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A Letter from Dr. Brooks 

Dear Members and Friends of FCCE, 

My heart overflows as I tender my resignation as Lead Minister of FCCE.  We have shared so much ministry 
together.  We have shared so much of our faith journeys together.  My family and I have been profoundly 
blessed being part of this faith community.  I am a better minister because of my experience with you. 

For some time I have felt God’s call upon my soul toward a new chapter in my ministry.  Amy and I have 
prayed about this.   I have sought the advice of mentors.  I am confident in my sense of God’s call for my 
ministry. 

I have been called to serve as the senior minister of the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Salem, 
Oregon.   Amy and I agreed to place this discernment process in God’s hands.   After a meaningful time of 
prayer and discernment, we believe God is calling me to serve there.   

I will conclude my service to FCCE at the end of September.   
I will take a week of vacation so that my last Sunday will be September 22, 2019.   

I am very honored to be in the long line of preachers who have served FCCE in the last 130 years.  We have 
had so many amazing celebrations from the birth of the contemporary worship service, the growth of our 
youth & children’s ministry, capital campaigns to care for and expand the campus, two new roofs and a set 
of stoves, my no longer being the youngest on staff, the grand 125th anniversary celebrations, the music 
filled Christmas Eve services, baptisms and weddings,  those we’ve mourned together and those we’ve met 
together …  
I am thankful for three months to cherish these memories with you for the list is long.   

And, I am thankful to share hopes and dreams with you.   We began our journey together with big hopes 
and dreams.  I am confident the Holy Spirit will help us see new possibilities, new perspectives full of the 
hopes and dreams that God provides us all.  May we always hold each other in prayer. 

    Sharing Faith, 

   Rev. Dr. James R. Brooks 
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From our Board Chair 
July 1 begins a new church year.  I want to thank all those that participated in our Stewardship emphasis that 
will help support our ministries.  I want to thank our out going Board members, our Board members that are 
staying on for another year and our new Board members for their dedicated services. 

This is only the first week and already a lot is happening.   James has submitted his resignation as our lead 
minister and is pursuing another calling with First Salem in Oregon.  As a congregation, may we all wish James 
and Amy well on this new calling.  Also, we should look upon this change as new opportunities for this 
congregation.   

So that you know the process we will follow, I would like to keep you informed of our next steps.  We will follow 
our by-laws and follow the Disciples Regional process for closing out a ministry. 

At a specially called meeting of the Board and Elders on July 2, the Board approved James letter of resignation.   

July 14th after the 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM service the congregation will vote on James resignation.  This is your 
opportunity as a member of the congregation to participate in the process. 

I will contact our Regional Minister for assistance.   

A Pulpit (Search) Committee will be formed.  I hope to get this completed and ready for Board approval at our 
regularly scheduled meeting on July 14th. 

Keep James, Amy and this congregation in your prayers as we all prepare for the new opportunities that God 
has in store for us all. 

Joanne Kelley, Board Chairman 

Y out h Gr oup
We have a bunch of Jesus loving kids who also love Florida. That’s right, we are back from Bigstuf and it was 
incredible! This time, we learned all about our identities and the concept of being Well Known. It was such a 
great week to grow closer to one another, learn more about our identities as children of God, and soak in the 
summer sun. It’s moments like these that will have life changing impacts on our youth.  

~ Macy Sullens, Youth & Children’s Minister 

FCCE Youth & Sponsors @ Big Stuf Church Camp 
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JYF 
 This month, the Junior Youth Fellowship had an absolute 
blast discovering more about animal hospitals and the 
many ways that veterinarians are able to help. We toured 
the Hawthorne Animal Hospital where we learned all about 
how they x-ray animals, their bathing station, boarding 
pets, hydrotherapy, and more! We even met a few cute 
puppies along the way.  

~ Macy Sullens, Youth & Children’s Minister 

Communion and Offering Volunteers  
We are in the process of building the communion and 
offering volunteer schedule for the next three months - July 
thru September.  We need volunteers to: 
- prepare communion 
- serve offering and communion for the 9 AM service 
- serve offering at the 10:30 service 
  If you are interested in volunteering for any of these 
opportunities, please contact Lisa Bast at 
bastlisa@yahoo.com or 314-277-1390 (cell).  There is also a 
sign-up sheet at church.  Thank you for your help! 

Faith in Action Edwardsville/Glen Carbon  
is actively seeking Volunteers i.e. "driving angels" who are 
interested in helping others in our community.  As you 
know, Faith in Action is a non profit organization that 
works with the community to provide services that support 
the independence and well being of seniors age 60 and 
above.  The growing number of seniors needing our services 
is becoming a real issue in having an adequate amount of 
volunteers available to provide the needed requests.  That is 
why we are reaching out to you and your congregation for 
help. 
  Please see the various attached sizes of ads that we 
are asking if you could either place in your weekly church 
bulletin or in your monthly newsletters.  We are hoping that 
your members might be interested in our volunteer 
opportunities.   
  If anyone should have any questions, please refer 
them to our website: www.fiaegc.org or they can call 
618-692-0480. 
  Thank you so much for your support, 
  Marcia Golden, Executive Director 

Disciples Women’s Ministry 
We appreciate your partnership with Disciples Women’s 
Ministries.  Your gift to the Blessing Box Offering supports 
both the whole mission of the Church as well as the 145 year 
ministry of Disciples Women. 
The contribution of women to Christ’s ministry and their 
response to God’s call on their lives is a critical part of our 
movement of wholeness.  May God bless our shared 
ministry. 
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2019-2020 FCCE Leadership 
Board of Directors 
Chairperson - Joanne Kelley 
Vice Chair - David Herndon 
Secretary - Kari Belobrajdic 
Treasurer - Barb Small 
Deacon - Lisa Bast 
Education - Melanie Herndon 
Elder - Danny Rolens 
Membership - Mike Wolfe 
Mission - Kevin Paur 
Property - Paul Meier 
Trustee - Rich Wetzel 
Worship - Paula Beals 

Elders 
Chair - Danny Rolens 
James Speciale 
Tab Smith 
Francis Gregg 
David Herndon 
Mike Wolfe 
Ron Eberhart 
Joanne Kelley 
Danny Rolens 
Susie Campagna 
Augie Campagna 
Laura Coracy 

Trustees 
Rae Ellsworth 
Pam Kennerly 
Rich Wetzel 

THANK YOU 
Dear. Dr. Brooks, 
Thank you for your generous donation of $2,500 
to International Institute of St Louis to support 
the Tao Fund. 
 In addition to refugee resettlement and 
services, the Institute provides much-needed 
educational, work and support services to 
immigrants who are making their homes in the 
St Louis metropolitan area. …. 
 Because of your support, many new 
Americans are able to become self-reliant, find 
employment and start businesses in St Louis.  
Thank you for choosing to donate to 
International Institute. 
Sincerely,  Anna Crosslin, President & CEO

mailto:bastlisa@yahoo.com
http://www.fiaegc.org/


Boy Scout Troop 1216  
We meet Monday evenings from 7-8:30 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall.  More info available online at 
www.troop216.org, including age requirements and events 
calendar.  On 5/18, Scouts participated in our annual Flag 
Placement service project at Woodlawn Cemetery (see 
picture).  During the week of July 7th scouts and adults 
will attend Summer Camp at Ingersoll Camp Reservation 
near London Mills, IL.  Eight (8) older scouts and 3 adults 
will complete a 74 mile, 12 day trek, at Philmont Scout 
Ranch beginning July 15th.  Scouts are selling Cardinals v. 
Cubs tickets for the 7:15 pm game on July 31st for $30 
($44 value) - find more information under “Troop News” 
on our website.” 
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Ministry Staff 
Dr. James R. Brooks, Lead Minister 
Ms. Macy Sullens,  
     Youth & Children’s Minister 
Mr. Denis Doelling, Organist 
Mrs. Danielle Castelli, Accompanist 
Ms. Lindsey Folsom, Keyboardist 
Ms. Carolyn Jenkins, Choir Director 
Mr. Warren Lomax, Custodian 
Mrs. Teresa Droste, Admin. Assistant 
The Messenger 
 To submit information for this monthly  
 communication ministry,  
 contact the office at 618.656.7498 or  
 admin@fccedwardsville.org 
First Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
310 South Main Street 
Edwardsville  IL  62025

JUNE BIRTHDAYS: 
 Jim Potter 2   Tyler Hill 7 
 Angela Meier 9   Mimi Sorenson 9 
 David Werner 10  Steve Bobrowski 13 
 Joseph Brooks 13  Daniel Davis Jr. 13 
 Karen Eberhart 13  Patty Werner 13 
 Danielle Castelli 15  Austin Wolfe 16 
 Elizabeth Enloe 18  Jayce Feeney 18 
 Scott Belobrajdic 19  Ashlyn DeWitt 19 
 Alex Michel 19   Tab Smith 20 
 Emily Paur 21   Warren Lomax 24 
 Harriet Starnes 29.  

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES: 
 Keith & Barbara Durham 5 
 Joe & Stephanie Duvall 6 
 Robert & Mary Lou Heckel 7 
 David & Patty Werner 7 
 Rich & Tracy Wetzel 11 
 David & Melanie Herndon 15 
 Tim & Valene Carter 18 
 Mike & Shelly Wolfe 20 
 Mike & Lexi Eberhart 28.  

Compassionate Care             
FCCE provides many opportunities for 
congregational care, spiritual growth, and 
celebration, as well as pastoral assistance to 
those in need. 
HOMEBOUND COMMUNION ELDERS FOR JUNE 
Mike Veith and Ron Eberhart

Congratulations! 

Jarrett Bednar & Carley 

were engaged on July 5th 

in Colorado!  Please 

share your well wishes 

with them!

http://www.troop216.org/

