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Backpack Blessing Sunday! 
It’s almost time for school to start once again and while we are so sad to 

see summer come to an end, we are excited for another year of awesome 

activities. As a church, we are called to come together and support one 

another, which is exactly why we join together for a period of backpack 

blessings. If you are going to back to school, no matter whether you are 

starting kindergarten or going into college, please bring your backpack to 

the church on August 18th. We will be praying over each backpack as a 

church, and sending you into the school year blessed and loved.  

 ~ Macy Sullens, Youth & Children’s Minister 

Search Committee Begins It’s Ministry 
by James Speciale 

At the July Board meeting, the Board appointed a Search and Call Committee to begin the process of 
finding a replacement for Rev. Dr. James Brooks, who tendered his resignation July 2, 2019.  
Appointed to the Committee are Jim Speciale (Chair),  Tracy Wetzel (Vice-Chair),  Jake Lachapelle 
(Secretary), Melanie Herndon, Kari Belobrajdic, Laura Coracy, and Barb Small.  

The Committee will utilize the resources provided by our denomination’s regional office, Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Mid-America.  Rev. Dr. Penny Ross-Corona, our representative at the 
regional office, will be working with the Committee to assist in the Search and Call process.  Rev. Dr. 
Ross-Corona is familiar to many of you as she has filled our pulpit on numerous occasions.  The 
Committee is excited to have her guidance and to learn more about the resources that are available to 
us.  The Committee will have their initial with Rev. Dr. Penny Ross-Corona on August 18 to review the 

process and provide her with an update on the Committee’s work.  

The Search and Call process can be lengthy.  Guidance from the Regional office indicates that a typical 
process will take from 9 to 18 months.  The process essentially falls into two categories.  Initially the 
Committee’s task will be to find an interim Minister to serve our church.  Once completed, the 
Committee will begin the Search and Call process.  This is a much longer process and will have many 
components some of which will involve participation from the congregation. 

The Committee is honored to have been asked to work on this important task.  We look forward to 
your support and prayers.  We have had a history of having outstanding and long- tenured Pastors 
serve us.  We intend to continue that tradition.  
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8th Annual  
Jack H. Enloe Memorial 

Youth Scholarship  
4-Person Scramble

Sunday, October 6, 2019 

12pm Registration 
1pm Shotgun Start
Oak Brook Golf Course 

9157 Fruit Road, Edwardsville, IL

$100 Entry Fee per person or $400 per team 
Please have Registration Fees turned in by September 13, 2019 

Includes 18 holes of golf with cart, driving range,  
on-course lunch, two drink tickets, and dinner.  

Mulligans and skins will each be available for $20/team. 
On-Course Activities and Poker will also be played on select holes. 

1st & 2nd place team in two flights and closest to the pin and 
longest drive for men and women will be awarded.   

$1000 prize for a Hole in One. 
50/50 and raffle for prizes will also be available.

Please secure your sponsorship or team registration prior to September 13, 
2019.  You can either mail your sponsorship or team registration to the 

address below or donate online at fccedwardsville.org/donate.  

First Christian Church 
310 S. Main St.,  Edwardsville, IL 62025 

618.656.7498 

All proceeds raised will benefit the First Christian Church of Edwardsville’s Disciples Youth Scholarships & Programs.

Sponsorships Available
Premier Event Sponsor 
Gold Event Sponsor 
Hole in One Sponsor       
Dinner Sponsor             
Classic Sponsor              

Beverage Cart Sponsor      
Driving Range Sponsor      
Lunch Sponsor                  
Hole Sponsor                   

$5000 
$3000 
$ 1000 
$ 500 
$ 500

$400 
$300 
$300 
$100



Christian Crafters & General Assembly 
  Our Christian Crafters created handheld labyrinths that 
were shared with attendees at the recent General Assembly 
of our denomination, the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). 
 Prayer with a labyrinth has three movements. 
1.As one moves toward the center of the labyrinth the 
person focuses on letting go of worldly attachments or 
coming to God with a question. 
2.At the center, the person comes to the center of his or her 
relationship with God. One may linger in the center of the 
labyrinth, spending time reflecting on one’s relationship 
with God and praying. 
3.Eventually, however, the need returns to move out into 
the world again. As the pilgrim leaves, she or he walks with 
Jesus back into places of ministry as a renewed person. 
  Our crafters made both stitched and crocheted 
labyrinths.  These were carried to the assembly by  
Dr. Brooks and Amy, who attended the General Assembly in 
Des Moines, Iowa. 
Many thanks to our Christian Crafters for supporting the 
gathering at assembly! 

 

Disciples Women Fall Retreat  
in the Southeast Gateway 

September 20-21, 2019 
6:00-8:00pm - 20th Friday  

8:30am -2:30pm - 21st Saturday 
We will be celebrating 145 years of Disciples Women! 
The speaker will be Regional Minister Katrina Palan. 

Registrations are due by September 14. 
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Welcome New Member 
Angela Meier joined our congregation by 
transfer of membership following the 10:30am 
worship service on Sunday, July 28th.  Please 
offer her “welcome” when you see her next! 

THANK YOU 
Dear Ladies, 
Thank you all so very much for the wonderful 
luncheon you provided. 
~ the family of Lillie Noto 

FunTimers Event! 
Marilyn Morrow, PhD, will present her popular 
travel talk about her trip to the Holy Land.  Part 
Two of this series, entitled Walking in the 
Footsteps of Jesus, will be on Thursday, October 
10, at 11:00 in the Sanctuary of the First 
Christian Church located at 215 South Main St.,  
Edwardsville.  Sponsored by First Christian’s 
Funtimers group, Marilyn’s presentation is free 
and open to the public. 

CYF & Chi Rho 
Attention 6th-12th Graders!!!! 

Youth Group Welcome Party 

Sunday August 18, 2019 

Ryan and Jamie Landry’s Home 

5:00pm - 7:00pm



Boy Scout Troop 1216  
July was a busy and exciting month for members of 
Boy Scout Troop 216!  During the week of July 7th 
scouts and adults attended summer camp at Ingersoll 
Camp Reservation near London Mills, IL learning 
new skills, earning merit badges, swimming, and 
hiking to and from Dining Hall Hill to program areas, 
the lake, and their camp site.  First year scouts 
participated in the Trailblazer Program learning basic 
scout skills needed for rank advancements.    
 

Later in the month, 8 older scouts and 4 adults 
traveled overnight by train and bus to Philmont Scout 
Ranch, located near Cimarron, NM, to participate in a 
strenuous 74 mile, 12 day trek, in Philmont's 
beautiful backcountry.  Crew members each carried 
50-60 lb packs and slept under the stars in 2-man 
backpacking tents at altitudes between 7-8,000 ft.  
The highlight of their trek was climbing Baldy 
Mountain to an elevation of 12,441 ft. (see picture).  
The crew also participated in a required conservation 
project which helps maintain the property for future 
participants.   

Weekly troop meetings are held each Monday night 
from 7-8:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Stop by 
during a meeting to learn more or to just introduce 
yourself. More information available online at http://
www.troop216.org/. " 
Thanks, Annette Schoeberle  
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Ministry Staff 
Dr. James R. Brooks, Lead Minister 
Ms. Macy Sullens,  
     Youth & Children’s Minister 
Mr. Denis Doelling, Organist 
Mrs. Danielle Castelli, Accompanist 
Ms. Lindsey Folsom, Keyboardist 
Ms. Carolyn Jenkins, Choir Director 
Mr. Warren Lomax, Custodian 
Mrs. Teresa Droste, Admin. Assistant 

The Messenger 
 To submit information for this monthly  
 communication ministry,  
 contact the office at 618.656.7498 or  
 admin@fccedwardsville.org 

First Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
310 South Main Street 
Edwardsville  IL  62025

August Birthdays 
Ron Eberhart 1 Ethan Gori 3 
Brooke Young 3 McKenna 4 
Darryl Chapman 11 Karen Davis 16 
Emma Pautz 16 Isaiah Rutgers 18 
Lisa Bast 22  Kimberly Birkhead 22 
JoAnna O’Neal 26 Michelle Varady 26 
Eric Michel 29  Leah Goff 30 

July Anniversaries 
Mike & Laura Coracy 17 
Kanyon & Mary West 17 
Dan & Karen Davis 21 
Augie & Susie Campagna 29 

Compassionate Care             
FCCE provides many opportunities for 
congregational care, spiritual growth, and 
celebration, as well as pastoral assistance to 
those in need. 

HOMEBOUND COMMUNION ELDERS FOR AUGUST 
Mike Wolfe and David Herndon
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