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Future Events 
April 21, EASTER 
8:00am - Sunrise Service 
9:00am - Breakfast 
10:00am - Egg Hunt 
10:30am - Easter Worship 

April 27, Saturday 
American Red Cross 
Blood Drive 
9:00am - 1:00pm 

April 28, Sunday 
ONE Worship @ 10:30am 
Congregational Meeting 
during Fellowship Lunch 

April 28, Sunday 
Youth Group Parent Meeting 

May 12, Sunday 
Mother’s Day Breakfast! 

May 19, Sunday 
Senior Sunday 
Celebrating our Graduates! 

June 9 - 14 
Youth to Big Stuf Camp 

July 8 -11 
Vacation Bible School 
“We Are The Church!” 
[more info inside]

Disciplesmissionfund.org

Easter Off ering   
April 14 & 21, 2019

As Disciples, we all benefit from the fruit, the gifts, of our general 
ministries. 

These fruits are made possible only through the connections and support 
that grow in collaboration with our regions and congregations. Here is a 
sampling of the transformative ways that we have been impacted by those 
ministries, and by the fruits of our shared work. 

Disciples Women provides fruits like Bible studies, international journeys, 
and educational materials, to support and empower  

National Benevolent Association, Residents and health and social service 
leaders launching and sustaining ministries in their own communities and 
contexts.  

Disciples Home Missions’ fruitful branches include Disciples chaplains 
offering the touch of Christ beyond the Church walls, Refugee and 
Immigration Ministries offering refugee resettlement and advocacy for 
immigrants, and Disciples Volunteering connecting with local mission 
destinations.  
 
This Holy Week let us give of our own fruits to tend to the whole. Our 
ministries grow through your tending, nurturing, and caring. Your gifts to 
the Easter offering can transform our shared work.  
Find more stories from our general ministries and make a gift online at 
disciplesmissionfund.org.  

Sunday, April 28, 2019 
Combined Worship at 10:30am 

Congregational Meeting  
w/ Fellowship Lunch after worship



PurposePoints:  Minister’s Musing on Ministry & Misc. 
by Rev. Dr. James R. Brooks, Lead Minister 
Recently, I was asked by the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Mid-America [our regional church] for 
a more full explanation of how we came the opportunity to support a refugee family.   
I enjoy bragging on FCCE, so here is the piece I provided. 

FCCE Refugee Mission: First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Edwardsville, Illinois 
[image gallery:  http://fccedwardsville.org/connect/2019-refugee-mission] 

First Christian Church of Edwardsville has partnered with the International Institute of St Louis to help a refugee family arriving from 
Afghanistan.   

The Mission Ministries of FCC Edwardsville have grown from regular financial support of denominational and local opportunities.  A 
few years ago, the congregation felt called to seek larger opportunities to serve.  Part of the motivation was seeing the impact of 
mission trips on the church youth group. 

A hallway conversation between Barb Small (church member) and Dr. Brooks (Lead Minister) led to two “Remodeling” missions at a 
local homeless shelter.  The congregation remodeled a bedroom (new flooring, new ceiling, paint, furniture, etc) that would shelter a 
family of four.  The next year, the kitchen of the homeless shelter was remodeled.  By now the church was using a combination of 
budgeted funds and “over and above” donations for these projects. 

Kevin Paur and his family began participating in FCCE and the mission efforts.   Mr. Paur had experience volunteering with 
International Institute.  Dr. Brooks had memories of his home congregation resettling two families of Vietnam Boat Refugees.  The US 
State Department contracts with the International Institute (a secular organization in St Louis) for a variety of refugee services.  The 
International Institute brings experience and connections to provide meaningful services beyond those funded by the US State 
Department. 

Kevin Paur, Barb Small and the Mission Team reviewed options to participate with the International Institute.  It was decided that a 
first step would be committing to provide the contents of an apartment and groceries.  Adding to the excitement, the arrival of a 
refugee family and their needs (such as number of family members, ages, etc) are only known with a few weeks notice.  

FCCE donated the contents of an apartment for 4 people (furniture, groceries, linens, etc).  A team from the church delivered the items 
and set up the apartment.  This team transformed a barren apartment into a welcoming home.  In addition, the congregation donated 
funds to help with future rent, groceries, and other needs of the family.   

Tracy Wetzel, Board Chair, and the Board of Directors have been passionate 
supporters of this effort.  The missional efforts of FCCE are seen as a leading of 
the Holy Spirit.  A faith community committed to youth & children’s ministry 
followed the example of the youth & children.  FCCE has been able to engage 
well these mission opportunities because of the movement of God’s Spirit 
leading us beyond the walls where we worship each week.  We are simply 
blessed with this opportunity to serve our neighbor. 

The refugee family from Afghanistan has arrived safely and is joyful with the 
apartment.  For more information please contact either FCCE 
[info@fccedwardsville.org or 618.656.7498] or Kevin Paur 
[kevinpaur@yahoo.com] 
 

Vacation Bible School: “We Are The Church Together!” 
July 8 -11 (Monday - Thursday) 5:30pm - 7:30pm 
It's finally starting to feel like summer once more; the sun is coming out and the grass is 
looking pretty green! That means it is time to get together and have some fun at Vacation Bible 
School! We will be playing some action-packed games, making new crafts, and best of all 
learning about Jesus. You won't want to miss out on this, it's going to be as crazy as ever so 
make sure you join us!  

~ Macy Sullens, Youth & Children’s Minister 
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mission team who loaded up donations to take 
to the apartment



APRIL BIRTHDAYS: 
Stacy Jo Weakley 2,   Kevin Schreiber 3,   Nicholas DeMare 4,  
Kevin Paur 5,    Ella Carter 6,   Kenley Hampson 6,  
Larry Wodell 8,    Patricia Stewart 9,   Breeann Schreiber 12,  
Kyle Birkhead 15,    Anna Coracy 15,   Kyle Schreiber 15,  
Teri Voss 18,    Dan DeMare 21,   Emma Case 24,    
Melanie Herndon 25,   Ansley West 26,   Jeff Wrigley 26,  
Andrew Speciale 27,   Paula Beals 30 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES: 
Terry & Lisa Bast 15 
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Compassionate Care             
FCCE provides many opportunities for 
congregational care, spiritual growth, and 
celebration, as well as pastoral assistance to those 
in need. 
HOMEBOUND COMMUNION ELDERS FOR APRIL 
Joanne Kelley and Jim Speciale

Congratulations!             
… to Danielle and Joshua Castelli on the dedication 

of their daughter, Evelyn Rose Castelli.  Evelyn was 
dedicated at the 9:00am worship service on April 

7th surrounded by family, friends and the 

community of faith!

Christian Crafters Invite You . . . 
Want to learn a new crafting skill?  Have a skill to 
share?  Excited to make items to give to those in need?  

Enjoy the fellowship of faithful crafters? 

Our Christian Crafters gather on Monday mornings.  

From caps for preemies to lap blankets and so much 
more, they have touched the lives of thousands here 
and abroad with their loving skill.  Join the fun and 

make a difference!

Junior Youth Fellowship!  [our elementary kid ministry] 
Have you been wondering about what the JYF kids have been doing lately? Have you ever wanted to look like an angel? 
Well I’m glad we got your attention! The JYF kids have been painting a big set of colorful wings that our church 
members can take pictures with. These are located in the Fellowship Hall and are currently being considered a work in 
progress. While they are not finished yet, you can 
definitely go take a look at them. The kids have 
also made their own individual sets of wings 
which can be found in the hallway outside of the 
Fellowship Hall. With this project, we read Isaiah 
40:31 and discussed how God is the one who 
renews our strength and mounts us up with wings 
like eagles. We are looking forward to seeing all 
of your pictures with the wings once they are 
finished.  
~ Macy Sullens, Youth & Children Minister
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Did You Know . . . 
There is a drop box for medications in the lobby 
of the Edwardsville Police Station, across the 
street from the church.  No questions asked, you 
can drop un-used medications into the box to 
safely dispose of them.  Un-used medications are 
a source for those addicted to opioids.  Fight the 
epidemic by properly disposing of medications 
you no longer need.

Ministry Staff 
Dr. James R. Brooks, Lead Minister 
Ms. Macy Sullens,  
     Youth & Children’s Minister 
Mr. Denis Doelling, Organist 
Mrs. Danielle Castelli, Accompanist 
Ms. Lindsey Folsom, Keyboardist 
Ms. Carolyn Jenkins, Choir Director 
Mr. Warren Lomax, Custodian 
Mrs. Teresa Droste, Admin. Assistant 

The Messenger 
To submit information for this monthly 
communication ministry,  
contact the office at 618.656.7498 or 
admin@fccedwardsville.org 

First Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
310 South Main Street 
Edwardsville  IL  62025

	

Open Level Yoga sessions are being 

offered from 11:30am till 12:30pm.   

Must be high school age or older.   

Please bring your mat, and yoga blocks 

if you want them.   

Please dress comfortably and 

appropriately.

March 23 
March 30 

April 6 
April 27 

May 4 
May 11 

Saturdays  
11:30am 

More Info: 

info@fccedwardsville.org or 

618.656.7498 

310 S Main St, Edwardsville

  

  

145 
YEARS 
Celebrating Disciples 
Women in Ministry, 

Fellowship, Service and 
Study. Join the South East 

Mid-America Disciples 
Women 

 
September 20-21, 2019 Retreat  
6:00-8:00pm 20th 
8:30-2:30 21st 
 
 
St. Charles Christian Church 
3337 Rue Royale, Saint Charles, MO 63301 
 
 
Be watching for updates and hotel information 
on our regional website, newsletter and 
calendar. 
 
 
Guest Speaker:  
Regional Minister Katrina Palin 


