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The Messenger: Good News of Jesus Christ 
A Communication Ministry of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Edwardsville, Illinois 

March 2021  

May be mailed to 
the church at 
310 S. Main St. 

Edwardsville, IL  62025 
or on-line at fccedwardsville.org 
Click on Donate 
 

 

 

 

 

March Calendar 
 

Sundays 
Worship  

9:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
In the Sanctuary & 

Streaming 
YouTube, 

fccedwardsville.org or 
find us on Facebook 

 
Sunday March 7th 

Loyal U&I Class Resumes 
10:30 AM  

Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday March 14th 
Board Meeting 

5:30 PM 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Saturday, March 20th 

Habitat for Humanity 
ReStore Donation Drive 

9:30 AM to Noon 
 

Saturdays 
Yoga 

12:00 PM 
Fellowship Hall 

 

  Search Committee Update 
 
February was a busy month for the Search Committee as we 
reached another milestone (see updated chart).  During the 
month, we conducted interviews with two potential 
candidates.  Interviews were conducted via Zoom which is 
definitely not the same as being able to interview in person, but 
better than just a conference call as we could at least “see” 
everyone. 
 
After the initial interviews, the committee met to discuss both 
candidates and from this, we have had further interviews and 
discussions with the candidate that we feel will best serve the 
needs of the church.   
 
We had an in-person meeting with this candidate (following 
COVID-19 protocols) for further discussions and a tour of the 
church and community.  This will allow the candidate to 
determine if FCCE will be a good fit for him/her as well.   
 
The Search Committee continues to apply diligence and 
prayerful consideration to the process which is to identify the 
best possible candidate for First Christian Church – 
Edwardsville.   
 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support.  
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Lent 2021 Theme: “Stone Lent Soup” 
 
In stories of scripture, stones show up more often than we may have noticed. They are built into 
altars. They are set as memorials. They are the medium into which the Ten Words are incised. They 
are weapons. They are cut by artisans and assembled into the Temple. And they are just part of the 
landscape—if about anything so solid we may say “just.” 
 
We, too, have stones ... in our pockets, in our shoes, in foundations, by roadsides, in gardens on the 
edge of town. Some we hardly notice, or notice not at all, they seem so common. Some are burdens to 
carry. Some to us are precious gems. 
 
In this season of Lent—after a year in which we have been closed down, curtailed, constricted, a slab 
of a year that has sometimes weighed on us so heavily that it has seemed hard to breathe—we are 
going to spin out some stories about stones. We’ll be invited to ask about what seems stony in our 
lives: what do these stones mean? And what shall we do with them? 
 
We’ll develop our Lenten theme in our Sunday morning worship services at 9 am and 10:30 am. We’ll 
have a Maundy Thursday service at 7 pm on April 1. Upcoming are: 
 
March 7: Joshua 3:14-4:8, “River Stones,” Doug Job preaching 
March 14: Mark 13:1-2 & 1 Peter 2:4-5, “Living Stones,” Doug Job preaching 
March 21, Macy Shriver preaching 
March 28, Palm Sunday: Luke 19:29-40, “The Stones Shall Shout,” Doug Job preaching 
April 1, Maundy Thursday, service at 7 pm, Doug Job presiding 
 
We’re providing a Lenten devotional booklet to church members. Copies may be picked up in the 
narthex, or call the church office to request a copy be mailed. 
 
 
 

“Imagine what God can do when we share our gifts.”   
 
Several times a year, congregations receive a special offering to support the ministries of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). These gifts are given above and beyond the regular core support of 
Disciples Mission Fund. 

The Easter Offering reaches deep and wide with limitless power of the risen Christ.  The offering 
supports several of the general ministries of the Christian Church. Your gift supports college students 
in leadership development programs, global mission partners, health and social service ministries, the 
formation of new congregations, support for pastors and chaplains, and so much more.  

The Easter Offering will be received March 28 and April 4, 2021. 
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Book Collection to Celebrate Diversity 

 
The Gathering, an ecumenical group meeting in Edwardsville, is 
collecting new & used children's books on cultural diversity to give to 
teachers in grades K-2, daycares, and houses of worship.  In the books, 
children can see characters who look like them or who practice 
diverse cultures. 
 
To help with this effort, we will have a collection bin in the Narthex 
through Sunday, March 14, 2021.   

 
See list below for some of the suggested books, a full list will be available by the bin in the Narthex.    

• Pretty Brown Face by Andrea and Brian Pinkney 

• Shades of People by Shelley Rotner 

• The Skin You Live In by Michael Tyler 

• Ten, Nine, Eight by Molly Bang 
• Yo! Yes? By Chris Raschka 

• The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats 
• Where Are You From? By Jaime Kim or Kim-It 

• Goggles by Ezra Jack Keats 

• Shortcut by Donald Crews 

• Everybody Cooks Rice by Norah Dooley 

• Squeak, Rumble, Whomp! Whomp! Whomp! By Wynton Marsalis 

• Last Stop On Market Street by Matt de la Pena 
 

 
Spring Donation Drive  
March 20, 2021 
9am—12pm 
First Christian Church, 310 S. Main St., Edwardsville IL 
 
Accepting: Furniture & Home Goods—new or gently used, clean, 100% working 
 
Not accepted:  broken or dirty/stained items, couches/recliners, mattresses/box springs, particle 
board desks or entertainment centers, exercise equipment, medical supplies, tube TVs. 
 
More info:  call (618) 855-9151 or visit www.LCReStore.org for complete donation guidelines 
 
Your donations help build affordable housing and strong, stable communities. 

 

http://www.lcrestore.org/
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Secret Place Devotionals (March-April-May) are 
available in the Narthex.  If you are not able to 
pick up a copy, you can call the church office at 
618-656-7498 for a copy. 

  

Susie’s Mask Ministry 
 
This is the fabric selection for Easter masks.  If 
interested please call or text Susie at 618-980-
1147. 
 
There is still some St. Patrick’s Day fabric 
available, as are some of the past favorites if you 
need a new one.  Remember these are 3 layers 
thick, adjustable ear loops, and machine 
washable. 
 
Thanks, Susie 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

   BLOOD DRIVE 
 
The church will be hosting a blood drive on 
Thursday, April 8, 2021 
from 2:30PM to 6:30 PM.   
 
Please call 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) or visit redcrossblood.org 
and enter:  FirstChristian in the sponsor code 
to schedule an appointment. 

 
Items Needed for Glen-Ed Pantry 
 
The Glen-Ed Pantry is in need of the 
following items:  fruit juice, almond milk, 
strawberry jelly, cooking oil/shortening and 
paper towels. 
 
The pantry can also accept monetary 
donations that will allow them to buy the 
specific products they need when they need 
them.   
 
If you are able, donated items can either be 
brought to the church and placed in the 
designated bin in the Narthex or they can be 
dropped off at the pantry during regular 
pantry hours.  
 
Monetary donations - you can donate 
directly to the Glen-Ed Pantry through their 
website, www.glenedpantry.org, mail or drop 
off your donation at the Pantry, 125 5th 
Avenue, Edwardsville, IL  62025, during 
regular pantry hours, or placed in the drop 
box next to the door.  Your donation goes 
directly to the pantry which in turn serves 
their clients' needs.  
 
More information can be found on the Glen-
Ed Pantry website, www.glenedpantry.org 
 

http://www.glenedpantry.org/
http://www.glenedpantry.org/
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Youth and Children’s Ministry 
 
Blessings everyone,  
 
The youth group is so excited to be meeting in person once again! With that, we are still offering an 
online option as well so that we can worship our awesome God with everyone, whether at home or at 
the church. We have loved doing bible studies, playing games, and making new posters for the Bigstuf 
wall.  
 
Our JYF kids have also continued meeting online and will begin having these meetings once a month. 
This is a great way for us to stay in touch and have fun with our friends while learning all about God's 
love.  
 
Make sure to check out the updated bulletin boards at the church to see pictures of all our wonderful 
youth group and JYF members. We are praying for you and we love you, for we are the Church.  
 
Macy Shriver  
 
  

Elders Reflections 

Galatians 3:28 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
 
It has always been a cornerstone of my journey to take time to remind myself through scripture 
about our oneness in Christ. This is something we try to live out every day as Christians. When 
we look at all the suffering in the world right now and the divisiveness that pervades our society, 
it helps to pick up the Bible and read from Galatians, Acts, or any of the Gospels. We see each 
other differently but God sees us all the same.  
 
We often sing “We are the sons; we are the daughters of God … No matter where we go, we’re 
close to the Father’s heart.”  All who have accepted Christ are equal, God shows no partiality. To 
paraphrase, it has never been about race or any other difference among His creation, it has 
simply been about grace. We are all one and equal in God’s sight. 
 
During this Lenten season, let us try to see each other through the lens that God chooses … we 
are all the same.  
 
Tracy 
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Sightings and Soundings: Waiting for the Lamb 
 
“March comes in like a lion, but goes out like a lamb.”  Most of our weather-wisdom is old; that saying 
has been around for 400 years.  Plenty of collective experience has tested it.  I have, and report that at 
least the first half is true.  It’s winter still.  Ice skims puddles overnight.  I cover my ears, and usually 
my head, when I step out. 
 
And though it was fun to see a self-respecting snow … I want to greet the lamb. Could we please have 
some fleecy white clouds in a meadow of blue sky from which a benign sun warmly shines? 
 
Not yet.  We and our animal family must wait, wait along with woods, gardens, and fields, for the 
great “Eastering” of the earth.  In body and spirit, we wait for songs to be sung in the hedgerows, for 
the pace of life to pick up.  Even at church—which can be, let’s admit, somewhat change-adverse at 
times—we’re ready for some change! 
 
But, not yet.  This season of Lent says to us, you don’t get there except through ashes, and shivering, 
and being scared, and so very human, and waiting. 
 
I am tired of waiting.  You are; you tell me so.  We have been waiting … well, it seems like forever.  For 
surges to recede.  For vaccines to roll out.  For direction, for a plan, for the starting pistol to “pop!” 
Waiting to gather together, to hug, to sing really loud. 
 
Not yet.  Sisters and brothers, we must sit on this nest awhile longer.  The egg of an Easter future has 
been entrusted to us and must be kept warm.  While we wait, though, we can and may treasure one 
another.  We’re together in this.  And where your treasure is, your heart will be also. 
 
—Doug 

 

Zoom-in Bible Study looks at “sermons” of Jesus 
 
Doug Job continues to offer bible study on Wednesday evenings at 7 pm on Zoom. We are 
reading and discussing the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). Next up is Luke’s “Sermon on 
the Plain.” Each roughly-30-minute session includes background, reading together, discussion 
and application, prayer, and the drawing of a “blessing card” for each student. Look for the link 
in the weekly email, or join by telephone by dialing 312-626-6799 and entering 948 3172 7939 for 
the Meeting ID and 993248 for the Passcode. 
 
 

Prayers asked for Russel & Kay Alexander 
 
We saw this note in the weekly e-newsletter of our Region, the Christian Church in Mid-America.  
The Alexanders are former members of First Christian, Edwardsville. 
 
“Please keep in prayer Pastor Russell Alexander of Red Top Christian Church, as well as his wife, 
Kay.  Both had COVID-19.  Kay is recovering well.  Russell is glad to be out of the ICU and hopes 
to leave the hospital soon. “ 
 
We share that hope and add our prayers for quick and full recovery.  
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   St. Patrick’s Day March 17th 

                                    

Happy Birthday 
 
March 
1 Ellis West 
2 Stancey Grainger 
4 Ed Sitton 
8 Ava Carter 
10 Michele Denton 
12 Bernice Brown 
13 Samantha Weakley 
14 Candice Wrigley 
15 Nikki Voss 
17 Keith Durham 
17 Avery Wolfe 
18  Stephanie Young 
19 Marlee Landry 
22 Nathan Goff 
22 Joseph Paur 
25 John Grainger 
31 Justin Wrigley 

Happy Anniversary 
March 
17 David & Julie Smith 

Ministry Staff 
 
Rev. Doug Job, Interim Minister 
Mrs. Macy Shriver, Youth & Children’s 
Minister 
Mr. Denis Doelling, Organist 
Mrs. Danielle Castelli, Accompanist 
Ms. Lindsey Folsom, Keyboardist 
Ms. Carolyn Jenkins, Choir Director 
Mr. Warren Lomax, Custodian 
Mrs. Teresa Droste, Admin. Assistant 
 

Elders Schedule 
March 9:00AM  10:30 am 
7  R. Eberhart  M. Wolfe 
14  T. Wetzel  S. Campagna 
21  A. Campagna  D. Rolens 
28  R. Eberhart  M. Wolfe 
April 
1  Maundy Thurs.  T. Wetzel 
4 Easter J. Kelley  A. Campagna 
11  T. Smith  L. Coracy 
18  R. Eberhart  S. Campagna 
25  J. Speciale  M. Wolfe 
 
Elder serving will do both Offertory and Communion 
prayer. 
 

 

WELCOMING PARKER CLAIRE LACHAPELLE 
 

We congratulate Kendra and Jake Lachapelle upon the birth of 
their daughter on February 1. Parker Claire Lachapelle arrived 
at 7:59 am weighing in at 5 lbs. 15 oz. 
 
May God continue to bless her, her parents, and her faith 
community that's thrilled to welcome her! 

 
 

 


