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The Messenger: Good News of Jesus Christ 
A Communication Ministry of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Edwardsville, Illinois 

June 2021  

  
 
Bicycles and riders blessed at FCCE 

 
It seems that everything has a special 
day, or week, or whatever.  National 
Candied Orange Peel Day kind of got by 
us (it was the same as Star Wars Day, 
“May the Fourth be with you”).  But First 
Christian had our game on for the 
Sunday of Bike to Worship Weekend on 
May 23.  We invited ourselves and our 
community to bring bicycles to our 
courtyard for a Blessing of the Bicycles.  
Riders were invited to introduce their 
bikes, saying something about when and 
how they got them and how they ride 
them.  Then all present shared a 
responsive prayer and blessing.  Hopes 
were shared that this affirmation of 
transportation choices and the fun of 
riding bikes will become an annual event. 

 
 
 

June Calendar 
 

Sunday, June 6 
2021 Graduate Recognition 

In Worship Services 
 

Sunday, June 20 
Father’s Day 

 
Commissioning 
Elder Emeritus 

Mike Veith 
 

Saturdays 
Yoga 

12:00 PM 
Fellowship Hall 

 

FCCE celebrates graduates! 
 
Nick DeMare went to EHS and will be attending Missouri State 
University next year.  His favorite memory from church was 
when on the mission trip to Springfield Missouri.  Our van was 
broken into and the window was smashed.  I had to ride next to 
the broken window the whole way home.  
 
Elizabeth Dawson is graduating from EHS and will attend 
Creighton University to study biology next year.  She plans to 
be a pediatrician in the future.  Her favorite church memory is 
every bigstuf but if she had to choose a year it would probably 
be 2019.  
 
Chloe Potter is graduating from EHS and will be 
attending Illinois State to study music therapy. Her favorite 
memories of church are all of the mission trips that she went 
on.  
 
 



fccedwardsville.org 618.656.7498 Page 2 

Search Committee Update 

Even though we now have called a new settled minister to FCCE who will start in July, the search 
committee’s work is still not complete.  In May, we started working with both Rev. Doug Job and Rev. 
Jimmy Spear to start the transition.  The denomination provides a checklist of information that 
should be gathered to pass on to the new minister.  The checklist includes things like the current 
constitution and by-laws, information on shut-ins, system access, contact lists, prayer chain, vendors 
that we use, location of the personnel files, etc.  The search committee is working with Rev. Job and 
the office to get all the information collected to aid with the transition.  

Rev. Jimmy Spear will start working at FCCE on July 15, 2021 and his first Sunday in the pulpit will 
be July 18, 2021.  An installation service for Rev. Spear is being planned for Sunday, September 12, 
2021.  The installation service will be a combined service followed by a luncheon with our Regional 
Minister, Rev. Paul Koch attending and participating.   

Rev. Doug Job’s last Sunday with us will be July 11, 2021, this too will be a combined service followed 
by a luncheon to thank him for his service and dedication to FCCE and especially for guiding our 
congregation through the pandemic.  While we will miss Rev. Job, we are excited to begin this next 
chapter for FCCE. 

 God’s Blessings, The Search Committee 

 

 

  

“Leveling Up” sermons to cheerfully challenge 
 
Doug Job’s final sermon series at First Christian takes its title from a term in computer gaming.  
To “level up” means to complete a set of challenges so you rise to the next level in the game.  At 
that next level, play gets harder, but also more fun.  Famed University of Chicago researcher 
Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi found in his breakthrough research into “Flow” that what people enjoy is 
striving to meet challenges hard enough to stretch them but not impossible to achieve.  “I think we 
can do this as a church,” Doug says. “I think we can ‘level up.’”  We'll look at six areas to challenge 
ourselves in: generosity, listening, learning, followership, letting go, and including. 
 
May 30: “Leveling Up: From Dutiful to Devoted” 
June 6: “Leveling Up: From Talking To to Listening With” 
June 13: “Leveling Up: From Watching to Wading In” 
June 20: “Leveling Up: From Fellowship to Followership” 
June 27: “Leveling Up: From Hanging On to Letting Go” 
July 4: “Leveling Up: From Welcoming to Including” 
 
Ready? Let’s play! 
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Sightings and Soundings: Nesting Behavior 
 
Two springs ago, a breeding pair of robins judged that the church courtyard was a good place to nest, 
and they built on top of a downspout under an eave of the Fellowship Hall.  I wasn’t here to watch 
then—I wouldn’t arrive till mid-fall—but a robin’s nest is fairly distinctive.  They’re also quite well-
made and often will stay where they’re put for a few seasons.  So, I’m fairly certain of that part of the 
history I’m telling here. 
 
They must’ve liked the courtyard, because last spring they returned.  Robins don’t usually re-use a 
nest from previous years, though.  They sited their new one on a downspout beside the doors that 
open to the narthex.  She successfully sat her clutch and they fed their young.  I didn’t see them leave 
the nest, but I spent an afternoon keeping one of the fledglings company as it gathered strength and 
resolve to fly.  Shortly after that a windstorm brought the empty nest down.  I moved it to a shelf in 
my office. 
 
Their prior building project survived the storm, and all the winds of the fall and winter that followed.  
This spring a couple mourning doves checked it out.  As I’ve said, a robin’s nest is a well-designed 
dwelling constructed to code.  My mom likes to say that doves just cross two sticks, say a prayer over 
them, and start laying eggs.  They took out a lease, but felt they had to remodel, so they piled a bunch 
of twigs on before she laid her eggs.  I think it may be the stoutest mourning dove nest in history, with 
its robin’s nest foundation.  A couple weeks ago, I saw it was vacant again.  I suppose that means there 
are new young doves in the great wide world. 
 
Now barn swallows have moved in.  The players change, but life’s game goes on. 
 
This change with continuity says something to me about church.  People (and preachers and pastors) 
come and stay awhile.  We may build, but always on a foundation that’s already there.  We brood over 
ministries together.  We hope they’ll fly.  After a time, some of us go.  But others come.  The church 
remains: welcoming, witnessing, sheltering, sustaining. 
 
I’m very grateful to have shared your nest for this time we’ve had together.  And glad to hand my keys 
off to Jimmy.  I can’t wait to hear what you’ll build with him! 
 
By the way, if you step up close to the Japanese maple in the corner of the courtyard by the sanctuary 
this week, you might hear it chitter as hungry young robins in this year’s nest think you’re their mom 
or dad bringing them dinner.  Life’s game goes on. 
 
—Doug Job, interim minister 
 

 
 

Zoom-in Bible Study hits the right notes 
 
Bible study meets on Wednesday evenings at 7 pm on Zoom, and currently is exploring connections 
between scriptures and hymns and songs.  Each roughly-30-minute session includes background, 
reading together, prayer, and the drawing of a “blessing card” for each student.  Look for the link in 
the weekly email or join by telephone by dialing 312-626-6799 and entering 948 3172 7939 for the 
Meeting ID and 993248 for the Passcode. 
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Youth and Children Ministry 

Hello everyone!  
 
We are getting so excited for summertime as that means 
church camp and VBS are coming quickly!  Today, I wanted 
to share some thoughts that our youth group had with you.  
As we were playing Gaga ball the other day, we decided to 
be creative and discuss how Gaga ball can represent our 
faith.  For those of you who do not know how to play Gaga 
ball, you are in a pit with several others and trying to get 
them out by hitting the ball towards their shins.  Here are a 
few ways in which Gaga ball can represent our faith:  
 
Gaga ball is like the Garden of Eden - the pit is the garden; 
the ball is the fruit.  Even though you want the ball, you 
don’t really want it because you don’t want to get hit.  For 
us, we can see how this is just like Eve wanting to eat the 
fruit while knowing that it was dangerous.  
 

Another interpretation is that the ball represents God.  God holds all the power just like the ball 
allows you to win the game or get out.  With that, the opponents in Gaga ball are like the angels as you 
often work together in order to get a specific person out. 
 
And finally, someone suggested that the ball represents the chaos in our lives.  We often try to push 
our chaos onto others, but it still comes back to us again.  God keeps us enclosed in his pit of love, 
never kicking us out when we make mistakes.  Our opponents are the people we come across in our 
everyday lives.  They might help us or they might give us a bit of their chaos but no matter what God 
uses them to impact our lives. 
 
In youth group, we love to find God in the ordinary moments of life whether sitting in small groups or 
playing Gaga ball.  Where can you find God today?  What blessings can you see right now?  God is 
always with us whether we are dancing with joy or down in a pit fighting to win.  God’s got your back!  
 
Blessings,  
Macy Shriver                   

      
 

Sympathy shared 
 
We grieve with and pray for sisters 
and brothers who’ve recently lost 
loved ones: 
 

• family and friends of June 
Acra, who passed on May 20; 
a celebration of life for June 
will be held later this month 

• Mike Wolfe upon the passing 
of his grandmother, Rose 
Mary Wolfe 

• Karen Davis and her father the 
Rev. Darrel Faires upon the 
passing of his wife and Karen’s 
stepmother, Joy Faires 
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Items Needed for Glen-Ed Pantry 
 
The Glen-Ed Pantry is in need of the following items:  cooking oil/shortening, mayonnaise, spices, 
white flour, white sugar and canned salmon. 
 
The Pantry can also accept monetary donations that will allow them to buy the specific products they 
need when they need them.  
 
If you are able, donated items can either be brought to the church and placed in the designated bin in 
the Narthex or they can be dropped off at the Pantry during regular pantry hours. 
 
Monetary donations - you can donate directly to the Glen-Ed Pantry through their website 
http://www.glenedpantry.org, mail or drop off your donation at the Pantry, 125 5th Avenue, 
Edwardsville, IL 62025, during regular pantry hours, or placed in the drop box next to the 
door.  Your donation goes directly to the Pantry which in turn serves their clients' needs. 
 
More information can be found on the Glen-Ed Pantry website http://www.glenedpantry.org. 
 

 
 
 
 

Thank You 
 
The Mission Ministry reported 
several thank you letters received 
from our Mission donations to 
various organizations.  The full thank 
you letters are on the bulletin board 
outside the church office. 
 
Notes were received from: 
 
Glen-Ed Pantry – generous 
donations 
 
Habitat for Humanity – donation of 
$1,000 
 
Eden Theological Seminary - gift of 
$200 in support of the Annual Fund 
 
Main Street Community Center - 
$300 to the Center’s Annual Fund 
campaign 
 
Phillips Seminary - $200 to the 
Annual Fund 

http://www.glenedpantry.org/
http://www.glenedpantry.org/
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COVID-19 protocols task group updates guidelines 

 

 As of May 26, 2021, about 40% of adults in the US are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 (39% in 

Illinois).  Since vaccination makes the risk of getting infected or passing the virus very low, public health 

authorities have recently changed recommendations and government bodies have eased restrictions. 

 Our COVID-19 protocols task group met Tuesday, May 18, 2021 to review updated guidance and revise 

our precautions.  We considered the subjects of touching common objects, sharing food and drink, 

congregational singing and speaking, social distancing, and wearing masks. 

 

Touching common objects: COVID-19 is almost entirely passed by breathing in air exhaled by an infected 

person.  The risk of catching it by touching an object touched or breathed on by an infected person has been 

found to be extremely low.  We will return hymnals, bibles, and worship aids to our pews.  We will continue to 

provide the individual communion wafer and juice kits we’ve used during the pandemic, but worshipers will 

take them from trays passed through the congregation in the first service and come to the communion table to 

take them from trays in the second service.  We won’t pass offering plates at this time, but will continue to ask 

that offerings be put in the box in the narthex or mailed to the office or made online.  We encourage continuing 

to wash hands frequently. 

 

Sharing food and drink: The risk of catching COVID-19 from eating or drinking has been found to be 

extremely low.  We’ll resume our fellowship time between services, asking those who aren’t fully vaccinated to 

socially distance and wear masks except when actively eating or drinking. 

 

Congregational singing and speaking: The CDC says that fully vaccinated people can safely sing in an indoor 

chorus.  We will resume congregational singing of hymns and saying some prayers aloud, asking those who are 

not fully vaccinated to wear masks and sing or speak softly. 

 

Social distancing: The CDC says that “fully vaccinated people no longer need to wear a mask or physically 

distance in any setting, except where required by federal, state, local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules, and 

regulations, including local business and workplace guidance.”  We will remove the “soft barriers” of ribbons 

and signs in our sanctuary.  We ask those who are not fully vaccinated to continue to keep at least six feet of 

space between themselves and others not of their household. 

 

Wearing masks: Recognizing that no vaccine has yet been approved for children under 12 and others may not 

be fully vaccinated, we ask that everyone keep a mask handy.  We ask those who aren’t fully vaccinated to wear 

a mask.  We ask those who are fully vaccinated who may come within six feet of others who are wearing masks 

to put theirs on too.  Our principle is to put others’ health and comfort level first. 

 

Precautions for our children’s and youth activities: While we wait for vaccines to reach our children and 

youth, during indoors activities everyone will wear masks.  We plan that as many of our activities as possible be 

outdoors, though, where the children, youth and adults can go without masks so long as they socially distance. 

 

Livestreaming worship and meeting by videoconferencing: meeting online has been a gift to many of us 

when we could not otherwise gather.  Now that we’ve learned how to do it, we’ll continue to offer the options 

of livestreamed worship and attending meetings remotely, as our members and friends have need. 

 

Our target date for adopting these revised practices and precautions is Sunday, May 30, 2021. 

 

Doug Job for the FCCE COVID-19 Protocols Task Group 
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Scouting BSA Troup 216 News 

 
The Scouts of Troop 216 had another busy month of activities.  At the end of April/beginning of May, 
the Troop participated in Camporee at Camp Warren Levis in Godfrey.  Camporee was a relay event 
that allowed Scouts to employ their learned skills at different stations throughout the campsite. 
Scouts also learned and taught about Outdoor Ethics and "Leave No Trace Behind" - practices by 
Scouts when breaking camp to environmentally conscious by leaving their campsites cleaner than 
when they established camp.  These are long-standing pillars of Scouting to be a supporter and keeper 
of a healthy Earth. 
 

 
 
On Monday, May 17, Troop 216 celebrated 
a solemn and sacred U.S. Flag Retirement 
Ceremony at the Edwardsville Knights of 
Columbus club and with their club 
members.  Flag retirements are always an 
emotionally moving event that respectfully 
ends a Flag's fulfillment of its purpose.  
 
 
 

    
The following weekend was another campout, this time at Pere Marquette State Park.  Our older 
Scouts who will be participating in the 10-day High Adventure camping/hiking journey to Philmont 
Scout Ranch in New Mexico continued their training along with many other Scouts looking to hike 
and camp.  The High Adventure Scouts are less than 2 months away from their trip! 

 
Finally, Troop 216 resumed their tradition of placing U.S. Flag markers at the grave sites of military 
veterans buried in Woodlawn Cemetery on Monday, May 24 in honor of the Memorial Day holiday. 
Scouts and the Troop very much look forward to this annual event to recognize citizens who have 
suffered the ultimate sacrifice for Our Country. 
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May be mailed to the church at 
310 S. Main St 
Edwardsville, IL  62025 
or on-line at fccedwardsville.org  
Click on Donate. 

 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
June 
2 Jim Potter  
7 Tyler Hill 
9 Angela Meier 
10 David Werner 
13 Steve Bobrowski 
13 Joseph Brooks 
13 Karen Eberhart 
13 Patty Werner 
15 Danielle Castelli 
16  Austin Wolfe 
18 Elizabeth Enloe 
19 Scott Belobrajdic 
19 Ashley DeWitt 
20 Tab Smith 
21 Emily Paur 
24 Warren Lomax 
26 Nancy Culberson 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
June 
5 Keith & Barb Durham 
7 Robert & Mary Lou Heckel 
7 David & Patty Werner 
11 Rich & Tracy Wetzel 
15 David & Melanie Herndon 
18 Tim & Valene Carter 
20 Mike & Shelly Wolfe 
28 Mike & Lexi Eberhart 

Ministry Staff 
Rev. Doug Job, Interim Minister 
Mrs. Macy Shriver, Youth & 
Children’s Minister 
Mr. Denis Doelling, Organist 
Mrs. Danielle Castelli, Accompanist 
Ms. Lindsey Folsom, Keyboardist 
Ms. Carolyn Jenkins, Choir Director 
Mr. Warren Lomax, Custodian 
Mrs. Teresa Droste, Admin. Assistant 
 

Starting in June there will be 2 Elders at each service.  
The elder’s serving will serve both 9:00 & 10:30 AM 
services. 
 
June  Offertory  Communion 
6  D. Rolens  J. Speciale  
13  T. Wetzel  D. Herndon 
20  A. Campagna  L. Coracy 
27  J. Kelley  T. Smith 
 
July   
4  J. Kelley  S. Campagna 
11  A. Campagna  T. Wetzel 
18  J. Speciale  M. Wolfe 
25  P. Beals  T. Smith 
   
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

July 11 Rev. Doug Job’s Last Sunday 
 Combined Worship & Luncheon 
 
July 18 Rev. Jimmy Spear’s 1st Sunday in 

Worship 


