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The Messenger: Good News of Jesus Christ 
A Communication Ministry of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Edwardsville, Illinois 

July 2021  

 

Blessings everyone! 
 
We are so excited to announce 
that it is time to register for this 
year’s Vacation Bible School.  
Registration forms are on the 
table in the Narthex and can 
also be found on our website.  

Please complete a form for each child and bring it back to the church 
or email a copy to Macy Shriver at ycmin@fccedwardsville.org.  
 
This year’s theme is “Winning With God,” we will be exploring what it 
means to have God on your side, work together, and to level up in your 
faith. 
 
We will be outside throughout the entirety of the week so wear clothes 
that you don’t mind getting dirty and maybe a bit of sunblock too!  We 
can’t wait to see you July 19th through the 22nd, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m.  Come learn about God while having some fun!  
 

 

 

 

Calendar 
 

Sunday, July 11 
Combined Worship 

10:30 AM 
 

Farewell to Doug Job 
Luncheon 
11:30 AM 

 
Sunday, July 18 

Welcome 
Rev. Jimmy Spear 

 
Sunday, July 25 

Board Meeting 
5:30 PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 

 

“Music on Main” 
Summer Concert Series 

 
Featuring St. Louis area American Association of Musicians members and supported by a grant by 
the Music Performance Trust Fund, these concerts are for young and grown-up listeners. 
 
Concerts will be at 10:00 AM on the five Thursday mornings in July at First Christian Church, 310 
S Main Street in Edwardsville. For info call 618-656-7498. 
 
July 1  
 Metropolitan Brass Quintet: Brass & Horns Forever 
July 8 
Second Nature Horns: Jazz, Funk, Pop & Standards 
July 15 
Perfect Fifth Woodwind Quintet: Peter and the Wolf 
July 22 
Story Book Quintet: The Bremen Town Musicians 
July 29 
Abbey Road Warriors: the Beatles for Kids & Formerly Kids 

mailto:ycmin@fccedwardsville.org
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Sightings and Soundings: tying it up and together 
 
“Blessed be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.” 
 
I’m in a period and mode now of trying to tie things up—get to those tasks that have been pushed off 
“till there’s time” … till now, when there’s hardly any time left.  Which makes me smile at myself; 
there’s no more or less time in a day than there’s always been.  So, as always, I should do what’s most 
important and let the rest go. 
 
The most important thread to try to get a knot in right now is to say “thank you.”  You’ve been 
wonderful church folk and together you are a good congregation.  I’ve been honored and blessed to 
have ministered to and with you.  We endured a time of trial and came through still together by 
standing firm when it counted and flexing when we had to.  I’m proud of us.  I’m proud of you. 
 
I hope you’ll soon be roping some new friends and family in … I know of one person in particular I’m 
counting on you to bind close to your hearts.  He’ll be a blessing to you. 
 
I won’t say “bye” just yet.  We have a couple more weeks to attend to loose ends.  So, I’ll just softly 
sing: 
 
“When we are called to part, it gives us inward pain; 
but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again.” 
 
—Doug Job, interim minister 
  

Search Committee Update 

 
The search committee continues to work with both Rev. Doug Job and Rev. Jimmy Spear to ensure 
a smooth transition.   
  
Rev. Doug Job’s last Sunday with us will be Sunday, July 11, 2021.  We will have a combined 
service at 10:30 AM followed by a catered luncheon to thank him for his service and especially for 
guiding our congregation through the pandemic.  While we will miss Rev. Job, we are excited to 
begin this next chapter for FCCE. 
  
Just a reminder, Rev. Jimmy Spear will start working at FCCE on July 15, 2021.  His first 
Sunday in the pulpit will be July 18, 2021. 
 
An installation service for Rev. Spear is being planned for Sunday, September 12, 2021.  The 
installation service will be a combined service followed by a luncheon with our Regional Minister, 
Rev. Paul Koch attending and participating.   
  
God’s Blessings, 
 
 The Search Committee 
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Elder Emeritus – Mike Veith 
 
On Sunday, June 20th, we celebrated the commissioning of Mike Veith as Elder Emeritus at both the 
9:00 AM and 10:30 AM service. 
 
The office of Elder Emeritus names the service of an individual over previous decades while at the 
same time looking forward to a new calling.  
  
 Mike has been with our congregation for 66 years.  He has served as an Elder for nearly 33 years.   
And now he is a member of the Elders Emeritus in our church. 
 
Congratulations and blessings to Mike.   
 
 

 
 

 

Doug Job……….Join us on Sunday, July 11 at 10:30 AM for a combined 
worship service and luncheon immediately following in the fellowship hall. 
 

 

 

 

Zoom-in Bible Study wraps up 

For the last several months, Doug Job has offered bible study on Wednesday evenings at 7 pm on 
Zoom. As he prepares to conclude his interim ministry with FCCE, it’s time to say of the bible 
study, as is said in the film industry, “that’s a wrap!” Doug’s final bible study will be Wednesday, 
July 7. Look for the link in the weekly email or join by telephone by dialing 312-626-6799 and 
entering 948 3172 7939 for the Meeting ID and 993248 for the Passcode. 
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Greetings new friends! 
 
     
The moving truck was unloaded today (June 28)! The four classic cars made the journey across the 
river a week ago.  These are the BIG signs of the fast approaching start to our shared journey of faith 
and church life.  I am excited for the middle of July to arrive.  What does God have in store for you 
and me?  I am trusting and in prayer for all the good things. 
 
I have purchased a home on Nassau Dr. in Holiday Shores.  I am not on the lake, but the garage setup 
and house size are just right.  I am already enjoying the drive from town through the corn fields. 
 
The moving of office and my treasure chest plus the details of two real estate deals has worn me slick!  
As of July 1, it should be finished.  I am then headed to Louisiana, MO for a long awaited extended 
July 4th weekend.  I am so ready to be on the boat and get the Mississippi river time started. I will be 
resting in spirit and body so to be ready for our mid-July.  I anticipate the first few Sundays to be full 
of observation about church life and worship practices.  There is much to learn about how you do 
worship as I participate among you.  We also have VBS the very first week together. It will be a great 
introduction to our younger members and their families.  Macy Shriver already has me slated to 
participate.   
 
And finally, thanks.  I have so appreciated the Search Committee being available for questions and 
helpful with recommendations of locals who can assist with the variety of house needs that have 
arisen.  Doug Job has been accessible and most gracious as our transition approaches.  In the coming 
weeks we will meet again in person and make sure the passing of the “notebook” and much more gets 
done.  The August newsletter will be a great chance to share more about what I anticipate our first 100 
days to look like. 
 
In the meantime, can you do me a favor?  One way for me to begin knowing you and the community of 
Edwardsville is to hear from you.  Do you love your mechanic, barber/stylist, dentist, doctor, plumber, 
or donut shop?  Send me a note or email, jot it down on paper and pass it off to me on a Sunday.  
Make sure you sign it!  I am also not shy about saying let’s eat.  If you would be comfortable grabbing 
a meal or coffee, I am ready to share time with you.  Shared moments beyond the usual times at 
church will be a key to getting to know one another.  They will also fast track getting to know my new 
home of Edwardsville. 
  
If you email, I will be able to respond after July 15 – jimmy@fccedwardsville.org  More contact 
information will come later.   
 
Until July 18 - grace, peace, and an umbrella,     
-Rev. Jimmy Spear  
 
 
 

     
                

mailto:jimmy@fccedwardsville.org
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Glen-Ed Pantry School Supply Drive 
 
Did you know that it can cost a family an average of $300 per child to 

purchase required school supplies!  The Glen-Ed Pantry anticipates that it will be helping about 250 
children with their school and grade-specific supply list, backpacks, shoe gift cards, and school-
branded PE clothes.  To help with this the Glen-Ed Pantry’s annual School Supply Drive is now under 
way through August 4, 2021.  
 
If you are able to help out, you can either purchase needed items (see list below) and place it in the 
designated bin in the Narthex or if you prefer to do a monetary donation, please make the check out to 
Glen-Ed Pantry and put “School Supply Drive” in the memo and the funds will be used to purchase 
needed items.   

 
School supplies most needed are:  backpacks, Sharpie markers, 
dry erase markers, 3-inch binders, 1-inch binders, plastic folders, 
ink pens, USB drives, and ear buds. 
 
If you would like more information, you can visit the pantry’s 
website, www.glenedpantry.org or contact Barb Small. 

 
Thank you. 
 
 

Troop 216 news 
 

It may be Summer Vacation from school, but for Scouts in Troop 216, and all Scouts across the 
United States, summers are usually punctuated with a lot of activities for Scouts. 
 
And they are intensive activities too.   
 
At the beginning of July, some of our adult leaders will accompany several of our older Scouts to 
Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico where they will be hiking and camping for nearly two weeks. 
These rigorous treks are referred to by Scouting BSA as "High Adventure" and, often, Scouts look 
back on these as the epitome of their Scouting experience.  High Adventures are where Scouts will 
put their acquired Scout skills to practice each day on their adventure.  It's an amazing opportunity. 
 
Later in July, over two dozen Scouts and parents will spend a week at Camp Gamble on the S Bar F 
Scout Ranch near Farmington, MO.  For some Scouts, this will be their first week-long campout and 
the experiences will be foundational for their futures as Scouts.  They will earn Merit Badges, Scout 
skills, and camaraderie among their fellow Scouts.  The memories will be a bonus. 
 
If on Mondays this summer, you've been to FCC or driving near the church, you'll notice that Scouts 
have moved their meetings outside to the upper parking lot of FCC.  Scouts are continuing to learn 
from one another and moving forward towards rank advancement. 
 
Thank you always for your support of Troop 216 and Scouting BSA.  Have a great rest of your 
summer! 
 
  

http://www.glenedpantry.org/
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May be mailed to the church at 

310 S. Main St. Edwardsville, IL  62025 or on-line at 

fccedwardsville.org, click on Donate. 

Happy Birthday 
 
July 
3 Susie Campagna 
7 Pam Kennerly 
10 Sara Werner 
12 Jenny Allen 
15 Lexie Allen 
15 Kurt Ellsworth 
19 Jan Heuer 
20 Ann Bove’ 
20 Gerard Gray 
22 Augie Campagna 
23 Jonah Herndon 
26 Samantha Voss 
27 Hannah Rolens 
28 James Brooks 
31 Claire Smith 

Happy Anniversary 
July 
19 Bert & Linda Hester 

31 Scott & Kari Belobrajdic 

Elders Schedule 
The elder’s serving will serve both 9:00 & 10:30 AM 
services. 
 
July   
4*  T. Wetzel  S. Campagna 
11*  A. Campagna  J. Kelley 
18  J. Speciale  M. Wolfe 
25  P. Beals  T. Smith 
 
August Offertory  Communion 
1  L. Coracy  D. Herndon  
8  D. Rolens  A. Campagna 
15  M. Wolfe  J. Kelley 
22  T. Wetzel  J. Speciale 
29  T. Smith  P. Beals 
 

*Reflects change to original schedule. 

Ministry Staff 
 
Rev. Doug Job, Interim Minister 
Mrs. Macy Shriver, Youth & Children’s 
Minister 
Mr. Denis Doelling, Organist 
Mrs. Danielle Castelli, Accompanist 
Ms. Lindsey Folsom, Keyboardist 
Ms. Carolyn Jenkins, Choir Director 
Mr. Warren Lomax, Custodian 
Mrs. Teresa Droste, Admin. Assistant 
 

  The church will be hosting a blood drive for the 
American Red Cross, on Thursday, August 26, 2021, from 2:30 
PM to 6:30 PM.   
 
The need for blood is constant and your generous gift of a blood 
donation can help save up to three lives and change them 
forever.   
Be assured that the Red Cross is taking all necessary 
precautions due to the pandemic.  To adhere to social 
distancing guidelines, donations will be by appointment 
only.  In addition, all donors will be required to wear a mask 
and they will take your temperature before you will be able to 
enter the donation area.   
  
There are still plenty of openings available so if you are able to 
donate, please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or 
visit redcrossblood.org and enter: FirstChristian in the sponsor 

code to schedule an appointment.    
 
 
 
 

  


