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The Messenger: Good News of Jesus Christ 
A Communication Ministry of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Edwardsville, Illinois 

January 2021  

Happy New Year 
 

Calendar 
 

Sundays  
Livestream Worship 

10:30 AM 
 

Wed. Jan. 6 
Epiphany 

 
Sunday, Jan. 10 

Board Meeting  
5:30 PM Zoom 

 
Tuesday, Jan. 19 

Blood Drive 
2 PM-6 PM 

 
YouTube, 

fccedwardsville.org or 
find us on Facebook 

(If the metrics in our health 
region improve, we may revise 
our worship plans.) 

Questions and answers about livestream worship 
 
On the first Sunday of 2021, FCCE started livestreaming worship. 
“What does that mean?” Technically, that we’re using a digital 
camera and microphone to capture video and audio of a live event 
in our sanctuary and immediately making it available to view on 
the internet. It’s like watching a live sporting event on cable TV. 
“How is that different from the online worship we’ve been 
offering?” For those, we pre-recorded various parts of a worship 
service and edited them together into a video file we posted on our 
YouTube channel. It’s like watching a TV show filmed in a studio 
days before it is broadcast. “Why is livestreaming a good thing? 
Or to put it another way, why make the change?” Symbolically, 
livestream worship gives us a way to be together in time while we 
still have to keep apart in space. Also, it’s a little easier on the 
team that’s been spending many hours each week putting our 
services together. “If I can’t watch it on Sunday morning, will I 
still be able to see it later?” Yes, you may watch it on our YouTube 
channel or from the links on our website or Facebook page. “Will 
we keep it up after restrictions on gathering ease and we’re back 
in our sanctuary? (Please God, soon!)” We probably will; 
livestreaming is a tool many effective congregations use to 
increase their outreach. “Is it ‘live stream’ or ‘livestream’? I see it 
both ways.” Both are in use, but in 2017 the AP Style Guide went 
with one word, and that’s becoming the common term. 
 

 
 

 American Red Cross Blood Drive 

 

The church will be hosting a blood drive for the American Red Cross, on Tuesday, January 19, 2021 
from 2 PM to 6 PM.  The need for blood is constant and your generous gift of a blood donation can 
help save up to three lives and change them forever.  
  
Be assured that the Red Cross is taking all necessary precautions due to the pandemic.  To adhere 
to social distancing guidelines, donations will be by appointment only.  In addition, all donors will 
be required to wear a mask and they will take your temperature before you will be able to enter the 
donation area.   
 
Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit redcrossblood.org and enter: 
FirstChristian in the sponsor code to schedule an appointment.    
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Search Committee Update 
 
The Search Committee continues to meet regularly via Zoom.  In December, the committee 
reached two more important milestones as you can see from the updated progress chart.  The 
two milestones reached were: Step 5 – Rev. Paul Koch, our Regional Minister sent the Search 
and Call committee nine profiles of potential candidates for us to consider and Step 6 - the 
Search committee has created a “short list” of possible candidates.   
 
To reach the milestone of creating a “short list” of possible candidates, the committee first 
individually studied and prayerfully considered each profile received from the Regional Office 
and ranked the candidates.  The rankings were compiled and then the committee met to discuss 
the candidates and developed a “short list” of prospects.  During the discussion of the potential 
candidates, the committee kept in mind the information received from the congregational 
survey.  The committee is currently doing additional review and study of the candidates on the 
“short list” and plans to begin the initial interviews in January.  Due to the nature of the 
process, we cannot share any details about the candidates.  
 
While we are excited with our progress, we also realize that our successful candidate may not be 
in the initial group of profiles we received.  Rev. Koch cautioned us to be picky.  His guidance 
was that we have a great congregation and can afford to be selective and we intend to follow his 
advice. 
 
The Search Committee will continue to apply diligence and prayerful consideration to the 
process which is to identify the best possible candidate for First Christian Church – 
Edwardsville.   
 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support.  
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Youth and Children’s Ministry 
 
Blessings everyone!  
 
The youth group has continued meeting online throughout this time of quarantining. While this may 
be difficult for all of us as we long to be back at the church, we are grateful for the opportunities we 
have been given! Many of our blessings have included great Bible studies, fun games, and making 
Christmas cards. As we enter into the new year, the youth group will continue meeting online until 
further notice. We are waiting to make a new calendar until we are able to be back at the church. We 
pray that more of our youth will be able to join us during these online meetings as we miss so many of 
their faces and the gifts they bring to this group! The JYF kids have also been able to have a couple 
meetings online during this time as well. Recently, we made Christmas cards and shared in a Bible 
study. What joy these kids bring us as they explore the Bible and their own understandings. We had 
lots of laughter and excitement as we shared this time with one another. We pray that as you enter 
this new year, you will feel the same excitement, the precious love of our Savior, and receive many 
blessings as well.  
 
See you soon,  
Macy Shriver  
  

  

A Heartfelt Thank You 
 

     The Loyal U & I class wants to say thank you to the congregation for their generous donations 
to our annual Christmas project.  We were able to provide 15 Edwardsville Head Start families 
with a $75.00 Schnucks Gift Card to make their Christmas a little happier and more enjoyable. 
 
Thank you, 
The Class 
 

FCCE Triples Our Oasis Donation Goal 
 
For the past several years, FCCE has been a generous supporter of the Oasis Women's 
Shelter.  We were privileged to grant the holiday wishes of families facing difficulties due to 
domestic violence. This year, we hoped to provide fifteen $30 gift cards to the women and 
children seeking services from Oasis.  With those cards, the recipients hoped to buy items like a 
crock pot, sheets, or a special Christmas toy.   
 
Thanks to all of you, we delivered three times our goal - forty-six $30 gift cards for a total 
donation of over $1,300!  That meant that each person was able to purchase at least two items on 
his/her wish list.  Each person also received a special holiday face mask (thank you Susie 
Campagna!) 
 
During this difficult year, our members continue to make a major impact on our 
community.  One of our church families even gave up their usual presents from their 
grandmother to instead make a large contribution. Look for a thank you letter from the Oasis 
Shelter in a future newsletter, but be assured that your contribution touched families in a 
powerful way this holiday. 
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Sightings and Soundings: Hopes, Intentions, Practices 
 
I hope you’ll indulge me in sharing a New Year’s prayer from my journal for this month’s column. —
Doug  
 
1 January 2021 · New Year’s Day · Friday, 5:17 am. It’s been awhile since I’ve come to this 
demarcation with such hopes for what’s just been entered. I know that not much changes in a day. 
Most of what we ended 2020 with is still true this first day of 2021. But I can bring hopes, even better 
bring intentions, and best of all, practices. 
 So, hopes. Let me personify you, speak to you as spirits, whom I would make companions. I 
invite you to accompany me this year. Order, with your clear sight and calm demeanor, please make 
your home in my home and work. Kindness, carrying your golden rule, let it be the measure of much 
of what I do. Wisdom, Holy Sophia, I have long sought your company, and you have not refused me, 
but then I have ignored your presence. I am sorry; I’ll try to do better. 
 Intentions … I intend to read more, ride more, and actually commit acts of connection and 
caring toward others more. Also, seek to make my tactics better serve my strategies. 
 Practices … ah, yes, where the bicycle tire touches the trail. What practices have I got that I can 
grow, and what can I start that I can continue? 
 I lately declared that the first day of the work week is “Be More Monday.” On Mondays I’m 
trying to strengthen the marriage of strategy and tactics. Also, to mark off time for reading and 
routines of cleaning and de-cluttering. I said the second day of the work week is “Touch Others 
Tuesday” so I have a time container for making phone calls, writing notes, arranging visits, and 
“holding” others in conscious compassion. Now I’m thinking of adding “Be Wiser Wednesday.” But 
what would I do for it? What does it mean to “get a heart of wisdom,” anyway? 
 To me, wisdom is integrative and relational. Or, to get it out of the Latin into plain English, 
wisdom builds, it takes parts and puts them together into wholes. To do that, though, wisdom has to 
be analytical and attentive. It has to see the parts, distinguish them, sometimes even do some 
dissection. So I guess that, on Wednesdays, I’d try to see the forest and the trees … and birds and 
bugs, and friends furred and finned too. 
 That’s a lot to hope for, and even more to decide to do. I know, in fact, that I’ll fail. But I also 
know I won’t learn and grow without those failures. So, Holy Spirit, please, breath your life into these 
hopes, intentions, and deeds to do. Thank you. Amen. 
   

 

Zoom-in Bible Studies continue on Wednesdays in 
January at 11 am and 7 pm! On January 6, we’ll take a 
look at Matthew’s story of the visit of the magi (the wise 
men). Then we’ll take up the Sermon on the Mount. To 
join the morning session at 11 am with Zoom, enter 960 
8791 7990 for the Meeting ID and 737914 for the 
Passcode. To join by telephone, dial 312-626-6799 and 
enter 960 8791 7990 for the Meeting ID and 737914 for 
the Passcode. To join the evening session at 7 pm with 
Zoom, enter 948 3172 7939 for the Meeting ID and 
993248 for the Passcode. To join by telephone, dial 312-
626-6799 and enter 948 3172 7939 for the Meeting ID 
and 993248 for the Passcode. Each study lasts about 30 
minutes and ends with sharing and prayer. 
 

First Christian friends, 
 
Thanks so much for your 
generous Christmas gift! It 
will fund much food and fun 
in 2021. Gratefully, 
 

Doug and Angela 
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  Items Needed for Glen-Ed Pantry 

 
The Glen-Ed Pantry is in need of the following items:  low-
sodium canned vegetables, almond milk, trash bags, and 
cleaning supplies. 
 
The pantry can also accept monetary donations that will allow 
them to buy the specific products they need when they need 
them.   
 
If you are able, donated items can either be brought to the 
church and placed in or the designated bin in the Narthex or 
they can be dropped off at the Pantry during regular pantry 
hours.  
 
Monetary donations - you can donate directly to the Glen-Ed 
Pantry through their website, www.glenedpantry.org, mail or 
drop off your donation at the Pantry, 125 5th Avenue, 
Edwardsville, IL  62025, during regular pantry hours, or 
placed in the drop box next to the door.  Your donation goes 
directly to the Pantry which in turn serves their clients' needs.  
 
More information can be found on the Glen-Ed Pantry website, 
www.glenedpantry.org 
 
Thank you – the Mission Team 
 
 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 
 
January 
2 Mike Wolfe 
4 Shelly Wolfe 

5 Nancy Schofield 

5 JoAnn Small 

6 Julie Smith 

6 Allyson Wrigley 

8 Kendra Lachapelle 

8 Derek Thompson 

9 Hannah Meier 

10 Tracy Wetzel 

13 Vicki Rolens 

14 Harry McQuinn 

17 Laura Coracy 

17 Lindy Eberhart 

18 Wendy Hampson 

18 Devan Multidor 

19 Jamie Lynch 

19 Nicki Shriver 

20 Shane Firsching 

24 Jim Speciale 

27 Phillip Multidor 

30 Addie Denton 

30 Daniel Speciale 

 

 
 

 May be mailed to the church at 

310 S. Main St. Edwardsville, IL  62025 or on-line at 

fccedwardsville.org, click on Donate 

 

Happy Anniversary 
January 
18 Tracy & Michele Denton 
27 John & Stancey Granger 

Elders Schedule 
Worship Livestream 

10:30 AM 
 

January   February 
3 D. Rolens  7 T. Smith 
10 M. Wolfe  14 A. Campagna 
17 R. Eberhart  21 L. Coracy 
24 S. Campagna  28 T. Wetzel 
31 J. Kelley 
Elder serving will do both Offertory and Communion 
prayer. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Ministry Staff 
 
Rev. Doug Job, Interim Minister 
Mrs. Macy Shriver, Youth & Children’s 
Minister 
Mr. Denis Doelling, Organist 
Mrs. Danielle Castelli, Accompanist 
Ms. Lindsey Folsom, Keyboardist 
Ms. Carolyn Jenkins, Choir Director 
Mr. Warren Lomax, Custodian 
Mrs. Teresa Droste, Admin. Assistant 
 

http://www.glenedpantry.org/
http://www.glenedpantry.org/

