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Mark Your
Calendar
Sunday, Dec. 8

Youth Christmas Party
5:00 PM

Sunday, Dec. 15

Loyal U & I Sunday School
9:00 AM
Combined Worship Service
10:30 AM
Awesome Christmas Play Take 2
Performance 11:30 AM
Followed by
All Church Christmas Party

Wednesday, Dec. 18

Church Office Holiday Open
House
9:30 - 11:30 AM
and
6 – 8 PM

Tuesday, Dec. 24

Combined Worship Service
Sunday Dec. 15 at 10:30
Followed by:
“Awesome Christmas Play Take
2”
Followed by:
All Church Christmas Party with
Special Guest
***Brings a dish or dessert to
Share***

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service
7:00 PM

Church Office Holiday Open House
On Wednesday, December 18, our church staff invite you to drop by from 9:30
to 11:30 am or 6 to 8 pm for some light refreshments and visiting. Doug Job
will make his “parsonage punch,” and, if a local source can be found, it’s
possible that fruitcake from Claxton, Georgia will appear. Doug, Teresa, and
Macy hope you can join us!
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OASIS Women’s Center
Can you help a local family through the OASIS Women’s Center this holiday? The center provides
emergency shelter and services for battered women and their children. We help these families by
purchasing items from their Christmas wish lists. Look for the display in the church narthex. Choose
a gift from the board, purchase that item, and return it wrapped and with the tag by Sunday,
December 15. No time to shop? Make a donation and we’ll do the buying for you. Contact Noony
Gruben with any questions at pnhogruben@gmail.com or 708-373-2629.
Loyal U & I Christmas Project
The Loyal U & I Class will be conducting their annual Christmas project. The class will be accepting
donations to provide gift certificates to be given to needy families with the help of Edwardsville Head
Start.
If you wish to donate, you can either place it in the box outside the classroom door (Parlor) or give to
Barb Small. Checks should be made directly to the Loyal U & I Class.

Sightings and Soundings
I admit, I like a unique experience. But there are things that mean more after we realize they
don’t happen just once.
The seasons, and the ancient wisdom our forebears observed about them, teach us this. In spring
life renews itself, and calls for us to risk beginnings with it. In summer life thrives, and we throw
all our energies into making the most of the long days. In fall flowers finish turning into fruits,
nuts, and seeds, and we gather what’s accomplished and store it with satisfaction. Just once isn’t
enough, is it?
And now, as the world grows cool, and quiet, and close, the hearth beckons to us. And yet—
maybe because we remember that the days will lengthen again, and life will awaken—we go out
and about, we mingle, we make merry, we fill the night with light.
It’s fitting, then, that early Christians set the story of Jesus’ nativity in this season. God came
close to hearth and home, as close as it is possible to get—to a manger. And light and singing
broke into the night.
God does still. You see, it means more after we realize it didn’t happen just once.
I pray that, in the nights of this season, as we enjoy the warmth of our home-fires, that we’ll
sense the presence of the one who spun up the universe there with us. And that as we walk
through shops and along streets, we brush shoulders with angels.
Happy holidays!
Doug
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Operation Christmas Child – Thank You!
We celebrated that 67 gift-filled shoeboxes were delivered to the
collection center of Operation Christmas Child.
Our thanks to everyone who helped make this project a success. It is
because of the generosity of the First Christian Church family that 67
children will know that they are loved.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Operation Christmas Child –
The Power of a Simple Gift

Thanksgiving Luncheon – It was a wonderful time shared by all. Thank you to all those that
helped prepare for the luncheon and those that shared their favorite dish.

Thanks to all those that
helped decorate for the
holiday season.
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Card Shower for Penny Ross-Corona
Please help us show our appreciation to Regional Minister Penny Ross-Corona as she prepares for
her retirement. Send a greeting card or note to: CCMA/Card Shower, 475 E. Lockwood Ave., St. Louis,
MO 63119 to arrive by Dec. 12 when she starts her vacation through year end.

Happy Birthday
December
1
Mike Veith
3
Luke Firsching
3
Katryn West
4
Cynthia Shriver
5
Jack McCall
6
Charlotte Wilson
15
Samantha Wilkinson
19
Elliot Herndon
24
Bert Hester
25
Alex Reed
27
Mike Eberhart
27
Kevin Shriver
29
Janet Clark
30
Owen Gruben
31
Layla Hampson

Ministry Staff
Rev. Doug Job, Interim Minister
Ms Macy Sullens, Youth & Children’s
Minister
Mr. Denis Doelling, Organist
Mrs. Danielle Castelli, Accompanist
Ms. Lindsey Folsom, Keyboardist
Ms. Carolyn Jenkins, Choir Director
Mr. Warren Lomax, Custodian
Mrs. Teresa Droste, Admin. Assistant

Church Historian
If you are interested in serving as Church
Historian, contact Joanne Kelley at
618-791-5345 or joanne-kelley@att.net.

Happy Anniversary
December
1
Bev & Don Brown
23
Nathan & Amanda Gibson

The Messenger
To submit information for this monthly
communication ministry, contact
Joanne Kelley at
618-791-5345 or joanne-kelley@att.net.
Articles for January are due no
later than Friday, Dec. 27th.
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Boy Scouts – Troop 216

November was a very busy month for
Troop 216 scouts and adults: onenight camping at Pere Marquette
State Park, followed for Scouting for
Food bag drop off and pick up over
the next two weekends, along with
helping a fellow Life Scout with his
Eagle Scout project (building a map
kiosk) at Edwardsville Township
Park. Larry Miller, VFW
Commander and Troop 216
Committee member, along with a few
Troop parents, braved the cold and
snow to walk the Veteran's Day
Parade route with an American flag
after the parade was cancelled due to
poor weather conditions. Next up is
a climbing activity at Upper Limits in
early December.
Boy Scout Troop 8216 meets Monday
evenings from 7-8:30 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. All are invited to
stop by to check out our Scout led
activities. More info is available
online at www.troop216.org,
including age requirements and
events calendar.
Annette Schoeberle
Troop 216 Committee Chair
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