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OPEN & AFFIRMING 
Making who we are official 
 

What does it mean to be accepting, kind, com-

passionate, inclusive, and friends?  We believe 

it is about being a people of welcome.   

     First Christian Church of Edwardsville, is stepping up a commit-

ment to becoming an "Open & Affirming Church."  A journey of pro-

claiming a welcome and inclusivity regardless of sexual orientation, 

gender identity, expression, and beyond is ahead.    
 

A People of Welcome 
Over the past few months our congregation has been exploring more fully 

what it means to move from being a friendly and welcoming church in 

spirit to being an “Open & Affirming” church in statement and reputation.  

Our first conversation brought out a good group of folks seeking clarifica-

tion and information.  Many in attendance came in support and others 

came wanting to know more.  What a great discussion was held!   

     A second follow up event is scheduled for later in August.  It will cover 

more topics, answer questions that have come up and share together 

some of the joy in creating a welcome statement.  

     A third opportunity for conversation is scheduled for Sept.11 during the 

Sunday morning coffee fellowship time.  The Open & Affirming committee 

Join us for the 2nd conversation 

on  being a people of welcome. 

Tuesday, August 23 

6:30pm, Fellowship Hall 

The next conversation will be      

focused on “What’s in a name?“            

Join us as we discuss O&A           

acronyms, labels, and how we         

develop a mission statement              

addressing these ideals. 
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will be available for more one-on-one conversations in 

Fellowship Hall.  Committee members will be available 

to those who have concerns, questions, or perhaps 

had missed the first two sessions. 

     A  fourth event is scheduled for later Sept./October 

for discussion about the Bible.  What does the Bible 

say about welcome?  What does it say about homo-

sexuality?  What texts have conflicting views to the 

ideals of our proposed welcome statement?   Our for-

mer Interim Minister, Rev. Doug Job,  will be a guest 

Bible teacher for our discussion.   

     More is ahead.  Join us Aug. 23.  Stay tuned.  Use 

the box in the Narthex for questions , comments, and 

insights.  Thank you! 

    We are committed to walking respectfully alongside 

each other as followers of Christ.  Join us in our wide 

and faithful welcome! 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, August 14 
With the start of school this coming week, we will take time in both 

worship services to offer prayer and blessing over our students and 

teachers.  Students and teachers of every age and level in school are 

encouraged to bring their backpacks this Sunday for a blessing.  

In this issue: 

• Blood Drive Coming 

• Fall Class on Disciples Covenant 

• Sunday School Begins 

• Youth Group Calendar 

• GOLF SCRAMBLE ANNOUNCED 

• FunTimers Fall & Winter Plans 

• Facing West  

• Mission Giving Notes 
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ADULT CLASS: 
Loyal U & I, Sundays   

at 10:30am, Parlor 

All are welcome to join the study.  A 

rotation of class members teach 

each week as the group follows a 

study guide.  The Fall 2022 guide is 

called “Freedom.”  

 

CALENDAR 
P = Parlor / S = Sanctuary /  FH = Fellowship Hall 

D = Downstairs  / PS = Pastor’s Study 

WEEKLY 
Sun. - Traditional Worship, 9am, S 

   Coffee Fellowship, 10-10:30am, FH 

   Sunday School, 10:30am, D/P 

   Contemporary Worship, 10:30am, S 

Wed. - Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7:00-8:00pm, S 

Thu. - Band Rehearsal, evening, S  
 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOSTS  
Thanks to these AUGUST-SEPTEMBER hosts: 

Aug. 14:    OPEN 

Aug. 21:    Riechmann 

Aug. 28:    Stanko 

Sept. 4:     Kennerly & Wiegand 

Sept. 11:   O & A Team 
 

UPCOMING DATES  
Sun. Aug. 14:  Blessing of the Backpacks in Worship 

Wed., Aug 17:  FunTimers Pizza Lunch at Joes’s, 11:30am 

Tues., Aug.. 23:  Open & Affirming Conversation Event  
       6:30pm, Fellowship Hall  

Sun., Aug. 28:  5-7pm, Youth Group Welcome Back  

Tues., Aug. 30:  12:30-5:30pm, Blood Drive, FH 

 
 

GROUPS USING THE CHURCH BUILDING  
Mon.: Christian Crafters, 9:30am, FH  

   Tutoring, 4-7pm, D; Boy Scouts, 7-8:30pm, FH 

Tues.: Tutoring, 4-7pm, D  

    (1st, 3rd) Boy Scouts, 6:30-9pm, FH  

Wed.: Tutoring, 4-7pm, D; (2nd) Boy Scouts, 7-8:30pm, P 

 Thur.: Rotary 12-1pm, FH; Tutoring, 4-7pm, D       

    AA, 7-8pm FH 

Sat.: Yoga, 12-1pm, FH  

COMMUNITY CHOIR CONCERT 
Field Trip to Granite City 

While we at FCCE would hope Ms. Carolyn Jenkins is famous for her outstanding work 

with our Chancel Choir, her renown really comes from her years of directing The Com-

munity Choir of Granite City.   With covid in the rearview mirror the choir has been 

working on their summer concert program.  Our own Danielle Castelli is a part of this 

summer choir.  Two concerts will be offered on Thursday, August 18 and Friday, Au-

gust 19 at 7:00pm at First Presbyterian Church in Granite City.   A group from FCCE will 

be going on Thursday night.  Talk to Rev. Spear if you are interested in joining.  

GOLF SCRAMBLE 2022 

The 10
th

 Annual Jack Enloe Memorial      

Youth Scholarship Golf Scramble 

Sunday, October 9 at Oak Brook 

Registrations are due Sept. 30.  $100 per person. 
Be a sponsor — Play Golf — Spread the Word 

 
This annual golf scramble plays a significant role in the lives of 

our youth and those whom they serve.  The proceeds of the 

event are used to financially assist the church’s youth as they 

attend summer camps and conferences, and go on away 

mission experiences serving in the name of Christ in winter and 

summer.  This year’s funds will be used by the 6-12th grade 

group’s winter and summer experiences and the developing 

college age group’s winter break mission experience. 

Worship — Lunch — Golf 

The 10:30am contemporary worship service will be held on Oct. 

10 at the Oak Brook Golf Course Pavilion.  A cook-out lunch of 

hamburgers/hotdogs will follow.  The golfing begins at 1:00pm.   

Sponsorship and Donate 

Sponsor at the $100, $300, $400, $500, $750, $3,000, and 

$5,000 levels — all with various perks and privileges.  Or donate 

to the cause in any amount. 

More in depth brochures with registration/donation forms will 

be available at church in the Narthex. 

You can donate via our church website or by mail to the church 

office.  Share the news of the event, tell golf friends, offer to 

assist with the event.  See David Herndon, Chairperson. 



FACING WEST 
Reminding Myself 

We are Christians.  We are Disciples. 

We are Christians who are disciples. 

We are Disciples of Christ.  Big D, little d. 

     All of it.  When it came to choosing a church we landed together at 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Edwardsville (FCCE).  

Somehow in the goodness of God, we were drawn in by the people, 

fellowship, music, worship, community, or theology of FCCE. 

     We are a congregation in covenant with a denomination called The 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  As such, we celebrate a believer’s 

baptism and share communion most every time we worship.   We are a 

movement as old as the hills and completely yet new to some people.  

As a congregation we govern ourselves.  We call our own clergy and 

establish our own ministry, mission, plans, and outreach.  We are 

keepers of our shared funds and own our property.  We are in covenant 

with other Disciple churches to share mission work, promote education, 

expand youth ministry, train clergy, and promote a good relationship 

between congregation and pastor.  Any denominational office or 

program is for our benefit if we desire to engage with it.  We are never 

told what to do by our denomination.  There is never a demand for us 

to follow any idea, theology, or program.  We decide how much money 

is given to the wider church.  No signatures are required for 

participation in any denominational activity or cause.  It is all voluntary.  

This attribute is what sets us apart from other denominations.   

     As such, we create church to be the witness of Jesus Christ in our 

time and in the place we live.  We prayerfully engage scripture and trust 

in the wisdom of God.  We are a people who bring our very best to our 

church — our best hopes and our best gifts.  Our church is a place for 

holy connection in every stage of life.  It is at our church that we are 

welcomed as a child of God and a disciple of Jesus Christ.    It is at our 

church that we are loved into wholeness of spirit.  It is at our church 

that we find others who have like beliefs when it comes to God and 

God’s people.  

     There it is friends.  These are the reminders I keep close when talking 

about our identity, our beliefs, and our extension of Christ’s love and 

welcome to the world.  It is good to be on the journey with you in these 

days.             

                   -Rev. Jimmy Spear, Lead Minister 

WE ARE DISCIPLES 

A Covenant Conversation 
• 5 week study led by Rev. Spear 

   (Thursdays: Sept 1, 8, 15, 22, 29) 

   Two times offered:  2:00pm & 7:00pm 

• RSVP requested.   No books to buy.   
 

Covenant Conversation:   

  A small group study for Disciples 
Join us for a journey discovering what it is to be a disci-

ple — one who is a member of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ).  Our sessions will be an interactive 

conversation about what it is to faithfully live in cove-

nant as the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  Five 

guided sessions will take participants into a deeper re-

flection of what it truly means to live in covenantal rela-

tionship with each other, with the church, and with God. 

     Each session starts out with a short video, followed 

by questions for consideration and conversation.  Rev. 

Spear will facilitate the conversation as we become 

more familiar with the language found in the Preamble 

to the Design — a guiding piece of our 

denomination’s structure.   

     The Design of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ), the document that 

governs our common life together, begins 

with a Preamble that reads more like a 

hymn than a governing document.  In it we find an affir-

mation of our faith, an expression of hope, a call to ser-

vice, and a reminder of “God’s covenant of love that 

binds us to God and to one another.” 

     Covenant is written into the Preamble, but it is lived 

out through covenantal relationships in all expressions 

of the church.  This study is an opportunity for Disciples 

to explore the notion of covenant within our faith tradi-

tion, and to deepen our commitment to living in cove-

nant with each other and as church. 

     Sign up for the this class in the Narthex. 
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN MID -AMERICA  

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 2022  

October 6-8, 2022  

at Lake Ozark Christian Church 

Talk to Rev. Spear if interested in attending. 

worship  

workshops  

fellowship  

connection  



CURRENT NEEDS 
Donate now toward the current needs at the 

Glen-Ed Pantry:  spaghetti sauce,  

   boxed macaroni & cheese,  

   cereal, oatmeal, instant oatmeal,  

   breakfast bars,  

   white sugar, flour, cooking oil,  

   shampoo, conditioner, and body wash.       

     The Pantry can also accept monetary dona-

tions allowing them to buy the specific products 

they need when needed.   Monetary donations 

can be donated directly to the Glen-Ed Pantry 

through their web site, www.glenedpantry.org, 

mail or drop off:  125 5th Avenue, Edv., IL  62025  

DISASTER RELIEF 
In light of the recent disasters — floods in St. Louis 

and eastern Kentucky — Week of Compassion has 

been at the ready to offer assistance 

to those in need.   Our donations can 

be directed to this current situation.   

     If you would like to make a 

donation to Week of Compassion, 

you can either donate online using 

the following link:  www.weekofcompassion.org, or 

donate through the church by placing your donation 

in the offering plate on Sunday, noting that it is for 

the “FLOODS: Week of Compassion.” 

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE 
Thank You!  Glen-Ed Pantry School Supply   
 

On behalf of the Mission Team I would like to thank the congregation once 

again for your generosity.  With your help, we donated 150 items and $200 

to the Glen-Ed Pantry to help with their annual school supply drive.  

      The Pantry will be 

distributing backpacks 

filled with grade specific 

supplies as well as a gift 

card for shoes, and school 

branded PE clothes on 

Saturday, August 6, 

2022.  These backpacks 

give kids the tools they 

need to succeed in school.   

      Being a volunteer at the pantry, I see firsthand 

what a difference your continued support of the Glen

-Ed Pantry makes to those in need in our community. 

     Thank you! 

     Barb Small, Mission Director 
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Tuesday, August 30, 2022 

12:30 to 5:30pm  

Make an appointment:   

call 1-800-RED CROSS (733-2767)  

or visit and enter: FirstChristian  

as sponsor code  

American Red Cross 

BLOOD 
DRIVE 

 



CHURCH CAMP 
Six  youth attended summer church camp with oth-

er youth in The Christian Church (DOC) in Mid-

America.  The varied aged group camps were held 

at Camp Jo-Ota in Clarence, MO.  Hannah Rashman 

attended Elementary Camp in June.  Elliott Hern-

don attended CYF camp in July and was elected to 

the CYF Camp Leadership Council.  Pictured below 

are the four who attended Chi-Rho (Middle School) 

Camp:  (l to r) Rev. Spear who drove them to camp, 

Annica Miller, Hannah Stahlheber, Eliot Riech-

mann, and Ben Rashman.  They all had a fantastic 

experience this summer and are already a “YES” for 

next year. 
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6-12 Youth Class begins Sept. 11  
The Youth Sunday School group (6th-12th) will be learning from a 

new series called “FATHOM” with 4-6 week topical units.  We meet 

in the sanctuary for the start of worship first!  Youth Class will not 

meet the first Sunday of the month so as to participate in worship. 

Sunday School Begins Sept. 11 

A new curriculum has been ordered for our new season of 

the children’s (K-5) Sunday School Class.  WHIRL is the name 

and Jesus is the game…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School meets following the children’s       

moment in the 10:30am worship service.  

Teacher Breakfast Meeting 

The team of teachers for the children/youth classes will 

meet Aug. 28 at 9:30am in the downstairs S.S. room.  

[Aug 28]     Welcome Back Event 

         5:00-7:00pm 
Boating/Swimming/Food at Stankos in Holiday Shores  

new 6th graders welcomed.  Look for INFO email. 

[Sept 11]   Family Night at FCC; 5:30-7:00pm   
Youth & Families together for games, dinner and parent 

meeting   

[Sept 18]   Youth Group 

[Sept 25]   Youth Group  

[Oct 2]   Youth Group  
(Golf Scramble Prep)  

[Oct 9] Golf Scramble Fundraiser  
(worship, lunch, afternoon event) 

[Oct 16] Youth Group  

[Oct 23] Fall Outdoor Event, 5:30-7:00pm 

[Oct 30]   NO Youth Group  

 

“Youth Group” (6-12) is held Sunday’s 5:30-7:00pm                
in the lower level at church unless otherwise noted  

YOUTH  
GROUP  
CALENDAR  

[fall 2022] 

“Youth Group” regular meetings will feature a varie-
ty/rotation of bible study, life & faith skills, games, 

service projects and prayer devotion.   



MINISTRY STAFF 
Rev. Jimmy Spear, Minister    

         jimmy@fccedwardsville.org 

[open position], Minister of Youth & Children 
         ycmin@fccedwardsville.org 

Carolyn Jenkins, Director of Choirs 
Denis Doelling, Organist 
Danielle Castelli, Accompanist 
Lindsey Folsom, Keyboardist 

Warren Lomax, Custodian 
Teresa Droste, Administrative  Assistant 

         admin@fccedwardsville.org 
 

Church office hours   
Tuesday - Friday, 8:00am - 12:00pm  

MEN’S  

BREAKFAST 
First Tuesdays, 8:30am 

All men of the church are encouraged to 

join our monthly men’s breakfast gather-

ing for fellowship, prayer and study.   

Join us:    

September 6, 8:30am, Denny’s in 

Glen Carbon  (in front of Walmart)

October 4, 8:30am, Rev. Jimmy’s 

home in Holiday Shores.  Biscuits & 

Gravy plus a look at Jimmy’s old cars. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chairperson:  Mike Wolfe 

Vice Chairperson:  Melanie Herndon 
Board Secretary:  Toni Paur 

Church Treasurer:  Tracy Wetzel 
Trustees:  Mike  Vieth 

 

Ministry Directors 
              Elders:  Joanne Kelley 

Deacons:  Marilyn McCall 
Education:             Kari Belobradjic    

Membership:  Paula Beals 
Mission:  Barb Small 
Property:  Dan Davis 

Worship:  Liz Enloe 

FunTimers are pictured having a breakfast picnic in July at Meridian          

Village.  A good breeze, great food, and fun friends. Mimosas too! 

Join the FunTimers for a fun pizza lunch a local 

favorite.  Joe’s Pizza is on 157 south of 

McCalister’s before Meridian.  

Sign in the Narthex by Sunday, Aug. 14. 

Timers  
Fun Wednesday, Aug. 17 

Lunch at Joe’s Pizza 
     11:30am  

The FunTimers, our church’s senior fellowship group.  All are welcome! 

1    Ron Eberhart 
11  Darryl Chapman 
16  Karen Davis 
22  Lisa Bast 
22  Kimberly Birkhead 
26  Michelle Varady 
30 Leah Goff Barnell 
 
17  Laura & Mike Coracy 
17  Kanyon & Mary West 
21  Dan & Karen Davis 
29  Augie & Susie Campagna 

We set our fall gathering schedule!  Calendar it!  Join us! 

     Sept. 21   11:30am Creamery in Hamel for lunch 

     Oct. 19   10:00am  Trip to Eckerts, lunch too  

     Nov. 16   11:30am Light pizza lunch with seasonal pie at church  

     Dec. 13  (Tues.) 4:00pm     Lights and desert in St. Charles  

     (Lights of Old St. Charles and a Christmas party at Ann Bove’s) 


