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The Messenger: Good News of Jesus Christ 
A Communication Ministry of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Edwardsville, Illinois 

August 2020   

           

 

 

Mark Your 
C a l e n d a r  
Sunday, Aug. 2  

Search & Call Committee 
7 PM Zoom 

Sunday, Aug. 16 
Search & Call Committee 

7 PM Zoom 
Monday, Aug. 24 

Elder Meeting 
7 PM Zoom 

Thursday, Aug. 27 
Blood Drive 

3 PM to 7 PM 
Sunday, Aug. 30 

Search & Call Committee 
7 PM Zoom 

 

 
  

American Red Cross Blood Drive 

  

The church will be hosting a blood drive for the American Red 

Cross, on Thursday, August 27, 2020 from 3 PM to 7 PM.  The 

need for blood is constant and your generous gift of a blood 

donation can help save up to three lives and change them forever.   

Be assured that the Red Cross is taking all necessary precautions 

due to the pandemic.  To adhere to social distancing guidelines, 

donations will be by appointment only.  In addition, all donors 

will be required to wear a mask and they will take your 

temperature before you will be able to enter the donation area.   

  

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit 

redcrossblood.org and enter: FirstChristian to schedule an 

appointment.    
 

Are You Looking For Something To Do To Help Others During The Time? 

 

If the answer is yes, please read on. 

 

Occasionally, folks stop by the church in need of a meal, so to help the church to be prepared for when 

this happens below are a couple of options that you can do to help: 

• Donate a $10 gift card to Subway  

OR 

• Put together a simple meal kit that contains non-perishable items, such as tuna kits, granola bars, 

beef jerky, and small hygiene items (i.e. toothbrush, hand sanitizer, etc.) and put the items in a 

gallon Ziploc bag.  

 

Below is a picture of a sample kit, but they don’t have to be exactly like this one, the items just need to be 

non-perishable and individually wrapped.   

 

Donated meal kits can be dropped off in the church office and gift cards should be given to Doug Job or 

Barb Small.        
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

The youth group is very excited to meet in person once more. It is almost time to tell the 
seniors farewell and welcome in the new members! We will miss our seniors quite a bit but we 
know that they are off to do bigger and greater things in the future. Please pray for them during 
this time of transition. With that, we are excited to announce Vacation Bible School will take 
place the first week of August. It looks quite different this year as the families will be doing it 
independently in their own homes. They will be encouraged to take lots of pictures so hopefully 
we will get to see all the fun they have with their families! Even in the craziest of times, we can 
find wonderful pieces of joy whether it's the first year of college or a new style of VBS, God is 
good and God is present.  
 
Blessings, 
Macy Shriver  
 
 
 
 
Macy Shriver 
Youth & Children’s Minister 

 
 

Sightings and Soundings: Shirts and Seeds 
 
 Yesterday the online retailer I buy most of my clothes from dangled an up-to-80%-off 
sale in front of me, and I rose to the bait. Among the items that will show up in a week or two 
are two short-sleeve shirts: one seersucker and the other linen in a splashy print. After I hit the 
“confirm” button I had a moment of buyer’s remorse. “I have nothing else like those garments 
in my wardrobe,” I said. “What was I thinking?” 
 What I wanted, I realized, wasn’t the shirts, but where I might have worn them. It’s an 
old concrete picnic table that sits in the shade of ancient live oaks in a small park on Saint 
Simons Island. I wish I were there, cheered by the shrieks and shouts of children playing 
nearby, comfortable in the breeze coming off the sea. I’d write for awhile, then read, then write 
some more, and when I needed a break, walk a couple blocks for a coffee or an ice cream cone. 
When I got hungry, walk a little further for fish tacos and dirty fries. 
 That’s not happening. In this pandemic year, nothing like that is happening. 
 But insight can lead to other choices—not the same, but perhaps with some of the 
satisfactions. I know exactly where there’s an old concrete picnic table in shade in Hoppe Park. 
I can wear my shirts there, read, write, and when I get hungry, make pretty good fish tacos 
myself on my own stove. The Northside Dairy Haven is a COVID-19 casualty, alas, but Annie’s 
still delivers that sweet summer ice cream experience. 
 What are we missing about the ways we used to do church? 
 Union Avenue Christian Church in St. Louis, where Lloyd Schwarz’ daughter Carla 
Duncan does church, has an Arts Group that sponsors an invitational exhibit called “Who Is 
God?” This year they had to take it virtual. It’s not the same as experiencing the art in their 
gallery, but you can page through the catalog at https://www.blurb.com/b/9712648-who-is-
god-midwest-exhibit and at least get a taste. 
 Let’s try to do something like that. Call me at the church office at 618-656-7498 or my 
mobile at 706-248-0194 and tell me what you miss. The Spirit that is in us is a Spirit of 
Creativity. Let’s grieve our losses but not get stuck in Exile. Let’s sow some seeds for blessings. 
—Doug  
 

https://www.blurb.com/b/9712648-who-is-god-midwest-exhibit
https://www.blurb.com/b/9712648-who-is-god-midwest-exhibit
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Search Committee 
The search committee has continued to meet via Zoom to remain safe by practicing social distancing. 
At our last meeting, we reviewed and discussed the church profile that is being prepared. You may 
recall the profile will be used to advertise, through the resource provided by our denomination’s 
regional office, The Christian Church of Mid-America (Disciples of Christ), that we are searching for a 
settled minister.  
 
Most of the information required for the profile has been gathered. The most difficult task remaining 
involves the discernment portion of the profile. A sub-committee has been diligently working on this 
aspect of the process which involves as an initial step the development of a survey to help answer the 
question “how do we, as a congregation, see our future?”. The congregational survey will provide us 
with important information to use in completing the profile and in matching our needs with the 
talents of those seeking a call. Your participation in the process is essential. Please spend some time in 
the near future contemplating the very important question you will be asked.  

 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
August 
1 Ron Eberhart 
3 Ethan Gori 

3 Brooke Young 

11 Darryl Chapman 

16 Karen Davis 

22 Lisa Bast 

22 Kimberly Birkhead 

26 Michelle Varady 

29 Eric Michel 

30 Leah Goff 

 

 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
August 
17 Mike & Laura Coracy 
17 Kanyon & Mary West 
21 Dan & Karen Davis 
29 Augie & Susie Campagna 
 

Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Book Group forming 
 
Last month, Doug Job proposed starting a book group to explore issues of systemic racism 
and how to better become anti-racist. So far, five of us have said we’re interested. 
 
Most book groups meet once a month for about an hour of discussion after members have 
had a chance to read the book. Doug will provide discussion questions to get us started. At 
this point the group will meet on-line. If you have a video-capable computer or smart phone, 
great, but you may simply call in by telephone if not. 
 
We’ll have an organizational meeting soon to decide on a meeting schedule and cover details. 
If you might be interested in joining the book group, please call Doug at 618-656-7498 or 
706-248-0194 or email him at doug@fccedwardsville.org. Our first book will be Pre-Post-
Racial America: Spiritual Stories from the Front Lines by Doug’s friend Sandhya Jha. 
“Sandhya” rhymes with “Honda,” she says. You may learn a little more about her here: 
https://chalicepress.com/pages/jha-sandhya-rani 
 
 

Elders Schedule 
Aug. 9:00 AM   10:30 AM  
2 S. Campagna   D. Herndon 
9 T. Smith   J. Kelley 
16 T. Wetzel   J. Speciale 
23 L. Coracy   R. Eberhart 
30 M. Wolfe   A. Campagna 
 
Sept. 
6 T. Wetzel   M. Wolfe 
13 D. Herndon   D. Rolens 
20 J. Kelley   T. Smith 
27 J. Speciale   L. Coracy 
 
  
 
 

 

 
May be mailed to the church at  

310 S. Main St. Edwardsville, IL  

62025 or on-line at 

fccedwardsville.org, click on 

Donate 

mailto:doug@fccedwardsville.org
https://chalicepress.com/pages/jha-sandhya-rani

