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The Messenger: Good News of Jesus Christ 
A Communication Ministry of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Edwardsville, Illinois 

          April 2021  

 
Saturday, April 10th Meet the Settled Minister Candidate 
There will be an opportunity to meet the Candidate on Saturday, 
April 10th from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  To limit the group size, you 
will need to sign up for one of the following times:  10AM, 11AM, 
12PM or 1PM. 
Please call the church office at 618-656-7498 to sign up. 
Weather permitting, we will gather in the church courtyard.  Our 
Candidate will also be with us for Sunday worship. 
 
Church Courtyard Flowers 

We are decorating the courtyard and church area with hanging 
baskets for Saturday, April 10th Meet & Greet with our Settled 
Minister Candidate. 
  
If you would like to purchase a hanging basket, it will be a $15 
donation.  You may take a basket home any time after the Special 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, April 11th. 
  
Please call the church office at 618-656-7498 to sign up.  Donations 
may be mailed to the church or put in the offering collection.  Please 
mark the check memo for “hanging basket”. 
 
 
Interim Minister's vacation 

Doug Job will be on leave in Georgia from Monday, April 5 to 
Thursday, April 15. Please call the church office at 618-656-7498 if 
you have pastoral needs, or David Herndon, President of FCCE, or 
Tracy Wetzel, chair of Elders. 

 

April Calendar 
 

Thursday, April 1st  
Maundy Thursday 
Service 7:00 PM 

 
Sunday, April 4th 

 
Worship 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

 
Thursday, April 8th 

Blood Drive 
 2:30 PM to 6:30 PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Saturday, April 10th 
Meet & Greet 

Settled Minister Candidate 
Time 10AM to 2PM 
Church Courtyard 

 
Sunday, April 11th 
Worship 10:00 AM 
Followed by Special 

Congregational Meeting 
 

Sunday, April 18th 
Worship 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

 
Sunday, April 25th  

Worship 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

 
Saturdays 

Yoga 
12:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 
No Yoga April 10th 

 
Worship Services 

In the Sanctuary & 
Streaming 
YouTube, 

fccedwardsville.org or 
       find us on Facebook 

 

Special Congregational Meeting April 11th, 2021 
 

Immediately following a 10 AM combined worship service. 
 
This Congregational Meeting will be to approve the call of our 
Settled Minister. 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 
Sunday, April 25, 2021 following 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
worship services. 
This meeting will be to approve the 2021-2022 budget and 
ballot. 
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 “Imagine what God can do when we share our gifts.”   
 
Several times a year, congregations receive a special offering to support the ministries of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). These gifts are given above and beyond the regular core support of 
Disciples Mission Fund. 

The Easter Offering reaches deep and wide with limitless power of the risen Christ.  The offering 
supports several of the general ministries of the Christian Church. Your gift supports college students 
in leadership development programs, global mission partners, health and social service ministries, the 
formation of new congregations, support for pastors and chaplains, and so much more.  

The Easter Offering will be received April 4, 2021. 

Search Committee Update 
March was an exciting month for the Search 
Committee as we reached another milestone 
(see updated chart).  During the month, we 
entered into negotiations with the Candidate 
that we are confident will best serve the needs 
of First Christian Church – Edwardsville.     
 
At the board meeting on March 21, 2021, the 
Search Committee presented the Candidate 
for Settled Minister via video and through an 
information document to the board and 
elders.  The Search Committee recommended 
the Candidate to the board.  We are pleased to 
announce that the board unanimously 
approved the recommended Candidate. 
 
Based on that board approval, the board will 

be presenting the Candidate to the congregation at the congregational meeting that has been 
scheduled for Sunday, April 11, 2021.  The congregational meeting will follow a combined worship 
service that day.  If the congregation approves the candidate, we will be issuing a letter of call to the 
Candidate following the meeting.  Prior to the congregational meeting, on Saturday, April 10, we will 
be hosting several meet and greet sessions (following COVID protocols) with the recommended 
Candidate.  More details of the meet and greet sessions will be sent out via constant contact.       
 
The Search Committee would like to thank the congregation for putting their trust in us for this very 
important task.  Throughout the process, we have been diligent and prayerful in our 
deliberations.  We are pleased to present an outstanding Candidate for your approval.     
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Sightings and Soundings: a taste of Easter on the north end of town 
 
I have no idea when you’re reading this, but I’m writing it at the end of March and beginning of Holy 
Week.  I have to write it at the end of the month because, with Joanne Kelley as our newsletter editor, 
we really do publish on the first of each month.  (May I please borrow Joanne when I go to my next 
interim?)  So, that I’m drafting at the end of the month is on purpose, but that it’s Holy Week happens 
to be an accident. 
 
At least, I think it’s an accident.  Maybe there’s a reason, though.  Maybe I’m being shown something I 
needed to see, and say. 
 
I try not to get to Easter too soon.  A mentor of mine rather famously observed that if you arrive at 
Easter without going through Good Friday, it isn’t really Easter you’ve come to.   We have to face and 
feel the suffering, the passion, the pain, the loss, the grief, the death—all that real stuff.  God does. 
 
Then—the resurrection.  God’s great surprise. 
 
As I write today, it isn’t Easter yet.  It’s hard to say just when Easter will be, no matter what this year’s 
calendar says.  Easter comes kind of like spring: it’s blown and sown across dozens of days.  We get 
signs of waking up and are allowed little sips of living anew.  Maybe that’s why we’ve never pinned 
Easter down to one date.   It’s a movable feast, somewhat unpredictable, kind of playful. 
 
I got one of those tastes yesterday.  Good news surprised me around a curve on North Main Street: 
there were pickup trucks and cars, and people standing in line, and the windows open, and lights on 
inside the Northside Dairy Haven.  It’s back!  That precious piece of Americana has been raised from a 
COVID-19 death to new Mother Road life!   

 
And I thought of you, friends of First Christian 
Church; I thought of signs and sips of new life.  If it 
can happen on North Main, can it not on South?  
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for.”  I 
hope for a special spring, an extravagant Easter for 
you.  And many summer evenings with ice cream. 
 
—Doug 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Youth and Children’s Ministry 
 
Hello everyone! I hope you are all doing well! This past month we have been blessed to continue 
meeting in person as well as online with the youth group. JYF has also continued meeting online once 
a month. These are wonderful opportunities for us to gather together to worship God through bible 
studies, games, and fellowship! We can't wait to see your kids with us again soon.  
 
Blessings, 
Macy Shriver  
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Thank You received from The Gathering (an ecumenical group in Edwardsville) 
 

“Dear Members of First Christian Church,  
I hear someone has donated a book or books to our children’s 
book drive and that person is you. 
Thank you.  I think seeing a variety of faces in books helps 
kids feel better about how they look. 
The message I got in school was Abraham Lincoln was ugly 
and I had black hair and looked like him –  
I thought and so felt ugly too.  It is so much better to show a 
variety of faces and see the beauty in each.   
These books will help a child feel OK.  A book may help a child 
answer the question “Why does your hair  
look like that?” or “Where are you from? No, really?” 
Thank you for empathizing with children ages two to eight in 
area daycares and schools. 

Very sincerely, Polly Lynn for the Gathering an ecumenical group from the Edwardsville area.” 
 
FCC-Edwardsville donated 14 books that celebrated cultural diversity and as you can see from the thank 
you above they were very appreciative.   Thank you! 

 
 
Habitat for Humanity Donation Drive Update 

On Saturday, March 20, 2021, we hosted a donation drive to 
support Habitat for Humanity.  This was the first time Habitat 
for Humanity has done a donation drive of this kind in our 
area, so we weren't sure what to expect.  As it turned out we 
weren't overwhelmed with donations, but our thanks to those 
who did donate and to the many FCCE volunteers who helped 
with this effort.  We had a beautiful day.   

 
 
 

  BLOOD DRIVE -The church will be hosting a blood drive for the American Red 
Cross, on Thursday, April 8, 2021 from 2:30 PM to 6:30 PM.   
 
The need for blood is constant and your generous gift of a blood donation can help save up to three 
lives and change them forever.   
Be assured that the Red Cross is taking all necessary precautions due to the pandemic.  To adhere to 
social distancing guidelines, donations will be by appointment only.  In addition, all donors will be 
required to wear a mask and they will take your temperature before you will be able to enter the 
donation area.   
  
There are still plenty of openings available so if you are able to donate, please call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit redcrossblood.org and enter: FirstChristian in the sponsor code to 
schedule an appointment.    
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Items Needed for Glen-Ed Pantry 
 
The Glen-Ed Pantry is in need of the following items:  hair conditioner, canned spinach, any low-
sodium canned vegetables, and cooking oil/shortening. 
 
The pantry can also accept monetary donations that will allow them to buy the specific products they 
need when they need them.   
 
If you are able, donated items can either be brought to the church and placed in the designated bin in 
the Narthex or they can be dropped off at the Pantry during regular pantry hours.  
 
Monetary donations - you can donate directly to the Glen-Ed Pantry through their website, 
www.glenedpantry.org, mail or drop off your donation at the Pantry, 125 5th Avenue, Edwardsville, 
IL  62025, during regular pantry hours, or placed in the drop box next to the door.  Your donation 
goes directly to the Pantry which in turn serves their clients' needs.  
 
More information can be found on the Glen-Ed Pantry website, www.glenedpantry.org 
 

Scout Troop 216 update 
 
It's great to be back!  
 
After several months of virtual meetings over the winter, Troop 216 resumed in-person meetings at 
First Christian Church on Monday, Feb. 22, with a virtual meeting option available to Scouts and/or 
Scout parents to attend. Practicing social distancing and continuing to wear face coverings, Scouts 
have fallen back into their routines in FCC. 
 
Thank you to the church for approving our return! We continue to work with Mr. Mike Veith to 
ensure we are staying safe and following the church's guidelines for meetings. 
 
We wanted to also Thank You for hosting Scout Sunday on Feb. 28. It was an honor and privilege to 
participate in your services that day and we are blessed to have your congregation supporting us! 
 
Troop 216 has already had a day event at Rhodes-France Scout Reservation in Pana, IL to continue 
learning and applying their Scout skills. We also, for the first time in many years, participated in the 
annual Klondike competition at Camp Warren Levis in Godfrey, IL. 
 
Klondike is a Scout competition based upon the Iditarod dog-sled race held in Alaska every year. 
Troops have actual sleds and move from station-to-station to complete skills competitions, like 
starting a campfire for instance. Troop 216 made a admirable showing competing with dozens of other 
Scout Troops from around the Metro-east region. 
 
The Klondike also served as our first weekend campout in a long time and with that, came the use of 
our redesigned Troop trailer that you see the FCC parking lot. We are proud that our Chartering 
organization gets some recognition when our trailer is out and in use. 
 
April is a great month for Troop 216. On Monday, April 12, we will honor and recognize our Scouts 
who have completed requirements to earn new Merit Badges and achieve rank advancement. Several 
other camping and daytime activities are planned as well.  

http://www.glenedpantry.org/
http://www.glenedpantry.org/
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May be mailed to the church at 
310 S. Main St 
Edwardsville, IL  62025 
or on-line at fccedwardsville.org 

    Click on Donate 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

Happy Birthday 
 
April 
2 Stacy Weakley 
5 Kevin Paur 
6 Ella Carter 
9 Pat Stewart 
15 Kyle Birkhead 
15 Anna Coracy 
18 Teri Voss 
25 Melanie Herndon 
26 Ansley West 
26 Jeff Wrigley 
27 Andrew Speciale 
30 Paula Beals 
 

Happy Anniversary 
April 
15 Terry & Lisa Bast 

Ministry Staff 
Rev. Doug Job, Interim Minister 
Mrs. Macy Shriver, Youth & 
Children’s Minister 
Mr. Denis Doelling, Organist 
Mrs. Danielle Castelli, Accompanist 
Ms. Lindsey Folsom, Keyboardist 
Ms. Carolyn Jenkins, Choir Director 
Mr. Warren Lomax, Custodian 
Mrs. Teresa Droste, Admin. Assistant 
 

Elders Schedule 
April 
1  Maundy Thurs.  T. Wetzel 
4 Easter J. Kelley  A. Campagna 
11  T. Smith  L. Coracy 
18  R. Eberhart  S. Campagna 
25  J. Speciale  M. Wolfe 
May 
2  D. Herndon  D. Rolens  
9  L. Coracy  A. Campagna 
16  T. Smith  T. Wetzel 
23  S. Campagna  R. Eberhart 
30  M. Wolfe  J. Kelley 
 
Elder serving will do both Offertory and Communion 
prayer. 
 

 


