
Zealousness is a difficult scriptural construct. On one hand, we hope to be zealous for
the Lord. We want our passion for the Lord to burn at all times, never letting its flame
go out. Yet we know that Jesus’s earthly ministry did not embrace the zealots of that
day. The zealots of that day were out for a political or earthly kingdom, or a kingdom
won by violence rather than love, not the Lord’s kingdom. We want to be zealous for
the Lord but not zealous in ways that distort the ministry of his Spirit among us. How,
though, do we accomplish that balance? How do we keep the flame burning but not let
the flame burn what it ought not?

God, of course, is the author of our faith. His
Spirit inhabits and consumes us, flaming the
fire of our passion for our beloved Lord
Jesus Christ. His zeal should indeed consume
us, refining our desires so that we turn from
the flesh for the things of his kingdom, the
things he desires to see from us and in us.
Scripture also permits us and even
encourages us to radiate our zeal for the

Lord, proclaiming his word of love boldly. We know from the apostle Paul that God
can turn our misguided zeal to the zeal he desires we exhibit. When still the Pharisee
Saul, the apostle Paul was zealous for religious forms that his teachers had emptied of
their sacred content. Yet Paul turned to the Lord on the Damascus road, to learn how to
be properly zealous.

So, let’s not give up our zeal for the Lord in favor of a misguided timidity. Yet let’s
also accept the Spirit’s discernment that our zeal should be for the Lord and not for our
own misguided agendas. We shouldn’t be persecuting others as Paul once did, nor
desiring to call fire down on others as James and John once did, so that Jesus
nicknamed them “sons of thunder.” Let’s learn to thunder our love for the Lord while
leaving the fire of judgment to God and others. Let’s discern, admonish, and teach
with all wisdom, even zealously, but hold the deadly fire.


