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Dear family and friends, 

Now that we‛ve been back in Haiti for a couple of weeks (Bob since April 16

and Marcia since the 29th) we want to update you on what we see as we

return. 

I, Marcia, was a little anxious about returning, especially wondering how my

role would change in this US state department level 4 risk environment, in

which we are not receiving teams or students at least until the end of May.

The cause of that continued high risk rating has been the activity of gangs

in Port-au-Prince and in the Artibonite valley. After the shutdown of the

country for 12 days in February, the political protests and activity seems

to have calmed down, but the gang activity stepped up and there were more

shootings. People living and traveling into Port-au-Prince we‛re on edge,

wondering where the next violence might break out. In the last week one

gang leader was killed and 10 members of the gang were taken into

custody.

In contrast, everything here on La Gonave is calm. Here the results of the

unrest are seen in prices at the market where people are paying sometimes

25% more for essentials such as black beans or rice. Life has always been

hard here, now it is harder. Many of our friends and acquaintances have

asked for help:  paying hospital bills, buying food or paying workers to

prepare their gardens for planting. 

 

Another difficulty has been that it has been very dry. By now we would‛ve

hoped that the wet season rains would have begun regularly. 

This morning we are thankful for a very long steady rain during the night

after traveling on roads yesterday with dust an inch thick. 

We are praying that regular rains will give farmers, who work so hard
in the rocky soil, hope for a good harvest and food for their families.

Marlies Sherwood <msherwood@ghclc.org>

Back in Haiti! 

Bob & Marcia Vermaire <mbvermaire@gmail.com> Wed, May 15, 2019 at 7:16 AM
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In the work at the hospital and the nursing school and the mission there is

so much going on that I hardly know where to start or how to ask you to

pray. For the time being the guest house has been shut down. Without

teams coming there just is no income to pay cooks and cleaning staff. Plus

there have been some personnel issues that require a hard look at the

books. Please pray for peace and love and truth for this process. 
Bob returned to working with a group of eager to learn, initiative taking

young doctors. Some of them are staying with us to do their year of social

service even though they are not receiving any pay. They round together as

a group on Mondays and Thursdays and meet to discuss difficult cases or a

diagnosis on Wednesday mornings. They do devotions and eat with us on

Friday afternoons. This is all at their initiative (though a free meal doesn‛t

hurt). As you can imagine Bob is thrilled (in his quiet way :-)). 

Administratively and financially the hospital has difficult decisions to make

and we are hoping for some help from an accountant who is planning to

come next week. 

A meeting with Pastor Denor, the president of the board (which has only

met once in the nearly 5 years we have been here) encouraged us, in that it

seems as though this may be a time in which the board and national
church will step up and provide vision and accountability for the
hospital work--we need this so badly! 
While we were away many projects were put on hold, and we hope that

these can begin again:  screening for the hospital and windows and doors,

work on the temporary clinic, visioning and planning for replacing the old

clinic, Audiovisual health education, painting, The list goes on. Without

teams coming to work alongside and to provide finances, we are not sure

how these things will happen. Please pray for wisdom for administrative
people and for those in the mission who are in authority and need to
make these difficult decisions. 
 

 

Additionally we ask for prayers for the way the hospital and nursing school

work together to provide clinical experiences for the students There have

been some disagreements regarding authority and what the students are

allowed to do. These are touchy subjects and we pray that the Spirit will
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be present, and that we will all listen well to make these interactions

respectful and cooperative. 

 

As we have sat with the hospital administration to talk about projects and

the future of this hospital that provides more than 80 people with work, it

is clear that with inflation taking such a huge jump, the hospital will have

difficulty staying afloat and employees receive wages that are too low. For

example some of our nurses who just graduated from the nursing school

are making less than half of the government suggested wage for their

positions. This is definitely not the kind of employer the hospital wants to

be. It feels wrong. From the beginning we have said that if you want to give

healthcare to the poor, you had better figure out how you‛re going to pay

for it, because the patients can‛t. We need some creative minds and ideas

for ongoing funding. Please pray with us that these will be found so that
people can continue to receive care here on the island.

A gift of tamarind fruit--tastes like

sour patch kids:-)

Newborn baby girl born with a difficult

delivery and subsequent seizures.

Thank you again for partnering with us.  We are so thankful for you all! 

Blessings, 

Bob and Marcia
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