
Typology can make you a better Bible reader. Typologies classify according to a
general type. A lot of what we do to make sense of the world has to do with naming
things and then grouping things that are alike. Just ask Adam whom God put right
to work naming the animals. You can’t draw meaning from a detail, experience, or
event without first describing it, which requires sticking labels on it to reorganize
into helpful memories and meaning. So what does typology have to do with the
Bible? A comprehensive tour of the Bible can seem like a whirlwind of disparate
facts and experiences. With the incredibly long and rich history the Bible relates,
and the length and complexity of the Bible itself, a closer look into any particular
Bible account can quickly draw one down into a myriad of rabbit-hole details. A
reader could just close the eyes and cover the ears, but to ignore the richness of the
Bible’s accounts is to lose so much of their value.

An eye and ear for typology can make
reading the Bible more beneficial by
connecting the details of each of the
Bible’s many accounts with the Bible’s
grand story. Jesus Christ is the Bible’s
prime type and the best way to frame and
understand one’s tour and studies.
Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Joshua,
Samson, David, Solomon, and other
biblical figures all prefigured Jesus in one

manner or another, as types. Mounts, trees, wells, temples, deserts, highways, and
bodies of water, as well as kings, priests, tyrants, and peasants can also each be
types within the Bible’s grand narrative. Don’t see the Bible’s places, persons,
events, and things as disparate details. Instead, connect those things with other
similar things you see, having similar functions, qualities, and effects. At the same
time, identify the general type, the prime thing within the Bible’s grand arc, that
each thing and group of similar things in some way represent. Let typology be your
organizer friend.


