
The trinity, referring to our single God’s triune nature as Father, Son, and Spirit, will
remain an ineffable construct, a mystery we can only begin to understand. But
mysteries share clues from which we can and should nonetheless draw meaning. And
from well before Christ’s advent, crucifixion, and resurrection, and Pentecost’s descent
of the Spirit, those Old Testament authors who anticipated Messiah also saw God as
having more than one expression. God appeared to Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Jacob,
Manoah, Isaiah, Nebuchadnezzar, and others in angel, commander, wrestler,
enthroned, and other figure-like forms. In the New and Old Testaments, God also
appeared in non-figure-like pillars of cloud and fire, bright flash of light, descending
dove and tongues of fire, and smoke filling the temple. And in some of those
appearances, God seemed at once to take on more than one form.

Teachers and preachers have always struggled to
help us conceptualize the trinity. Some have used
the analogy of water in its liquid, solid, and steam
form. It’s still just water but can take three forms.
One might also think of how we perceive of
reality in the three dimensions of height, breadth,
and depth. Each dimension infers a different
quality. Height points upward to the divine, while
depth points down to creation’s wonderful chaos

and breadth stretches across all creation. Many things, indeed everything, reflects both
unity in its name, identity, function, and meaning, while also multiplicity in its
expression and particulars. We should not begrudge God his trinitarian form.

The trinity’s particulars, though, are what makes the construct so rich with meaning
and so helpful to our understanding of who God is. God the Father helps us see the
law, order, righteousness, and justice with which God creates, governs, judges, blesses,
maintains, and transcends. God the Son helps us see God’s image, humanity,
provision, service, care, heart, and love. God the Spirit helps us see God’s activity,
energy, engagement, influence, and presence. Each person of the trinity reflects facets
of God that cohere for us into a sort of intelligibility through which we come to know
God. God’s challenge with us isn’t just with our brokenness. It is also with the distance
that brokenness puts between us. Without something like the trinity, God’s triune
expression in Father, Son, and Spirit, we might not know God. We might not draw
closer to God. We might not learn that we indeed share God’s image.


