
Now here’s something fundamental to ponder. The Bible fills itself with stories of
mixture. Some of those mixtures are bad, while others are good. And your success
in things spiritual, which also means your success in life, depends in large part on
your ability to distinguish between the chaos and corruption of bad mixtures on the
one hand, and the synthesis and orderly integration of good mixtures on the other
hand. Knowing when to mix and when not seems to be a key to a biblical life.

Consider some examples. Repeatedly, God tells
his people to come out and set yourself apart.
Don’t mix with the culture and its corruptions.
Don’t marry the foreigner as Solomon did, and
don’t make treaties with the neighboring
nations, or your future is lost. Don’t even build
a table out of two kinds of wood, or sew clothes
out of cotton and wool, from plant and animal.

Don’t let the yeast of sin work itself through the whole. Avoid the chaos and
corruption of admixture. Your hope is instead to keep things pure, devoted, and
apart.

Yet God also tells his people to welcome the foreigner, show hospitality to the
stranger, and witness to the nations. Settle down in Egypt or Babylon, raise your
children there, and do your part to bless the nations, as a beacon for Christ’s hope.
Moses married a foreign wife, and after his wife purified their children with the
blood of cirumcision, God proved Moses right in front of his brother Aaron and
sister Miriam for it. Your hope isn’t to isolate yourself but to do your best with all
God gives you, wherever you are.

This strange tension between avoiding the deadly concoction while welcoming the
pure blend continues right down to the end. The Revelation of Jesus Christ tells us
that the city where throngs gather is on the one hand the great beast Rome on seven
hills or great prostitute Babylon, each the fatal hybrid to most avoid. Yet on the
other hand, Revelation ends with the descent of the great city, the New Jerusalem,
to which the nations will stream, their kings bringing in their splendor. God isn’t
against synthesizing and integrating beautiful blends, in order, obedience, hierarchy,
and majesty. God is against corrupting mixes. Know the difference.


