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From the Editor

P salm 36 gives us a beautiful picture of 
Gods̓ generosity and care for creation and 
humanity in particular. “How precious 

is your unfailing love, O God! All humanity fi nds 
shelter in the shadow of your wings. You feed 
them from the abundance of your own house, 
letting them drink from your river of delights. 
For you are the fountain of life, the light by 
which we see.”

We serve a glorious God who wants us to 
experience the delights of his goodness and 
generosity. This is not just for us; God desires the 
same for all of humanity, to have life and to enjoy 
it to the fullest in him.

It is a vision that he invites us to participate in 
and to collaborate with others to see come to 
fruition. As we experience the goodness and 
generosity of God through our union with him, 
we are made more Christlike, growing in our 
love of God and neighbor and in our desire 
to see others experience God s̓ goodness and 
generosity as well.

That collaborative work is brought to fruition 
through the work of the Spirit as the gift s 
the Spirit gives to the body are displayed and 
released to their full capacity. Ever since I joined 
this congregation, I have seen many of the 
wonderful gift s God has generously bestowed 
upon Covenant Life Church on full display, but 
one sticks out: the gift  of generosity. This is a 
generous congregation. It is a congregation that 
is faithful to listen to the leading of the Spirt, and 
it is a congregation that says yes in obedience 
to that leading. One that gives of their time and 
resources and that seeks to participate in the 
work of the Kingdom through the resources God 
has blessed us with.

Of course, generosity of time and resources 
is seen in every area of our church, but I 
think it is particularly evident in our mission 
partnerships—in our commitment to those we 
have nurtured within our congregation and 
prepared to be sent to places far from here and 
in our commitment to brothers and sisters and 
organizations that are called to participate in the 
work of God in their home contexts. And not just 
those who are in diff erent countries but those 
who remain here in the Tri-Cities. Because this 
congregation cares deeply about our partners 
and the mission of God in our communities 
and world, the Missional Leadership Team is 
presenting a way for our congregation to give 
above and beyond the general budget towards the 
dreams God has given to our mission partners. 
We are calling it the Dream Fund. You can take a 
look at how the Dream Fund works on page 13.

Our desire is that through this edition of Sent: 
CLC on Mission, Near and Far, you will catch the 
visions God has given to our missionary partners 
as you enter their stories and God-given dreams. 
As you catch the vision, ask the Spirit what role 
he may be asking you to play in collaborating 
with him and others. It could be praying, it 
could be encouragement, it could be through 
cheerful giving. Whichever way God calls you to 
participate, you can take a look at the description 
of each of our dreams on page 15.

I am also excited to share with you the long-
form article our guest contributor Chris Walker 
has written found on page 17. It is an insightful 
and theologically driven piece on the interplay 
between worship and mission.

May the Lord continue to bless you and keep you 
as you seek to love and serve the Lord and your 
neighbors.

Claudia Williams
Editor-in-Chief
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The Vermaires
A Missionary Partner Story

by Bruce Buursma

For as long as theyʼve been together, Bob 
and Marcia Vermaire have sought fresh 
adventures and new places to serve in their 
complementary roles as medical professionals 
who seek to provide a healing touch for the 
glory of the Great Physician.

It led them to establish a medical clinic for 
the homeless in Ann Arbor soon aft er Bob 
graduated from the University of Michigan 
School of Medicine. It prompted them to 
volunteer for several shorter-term medical 
mission trips to Mexico and Haiti throughout 
their marriage. It gave them the impetus to say 
yes to career opportunities in Ann Arbor, Shelby, 
and Muskegon. And now, for the past six years, 
the Vermaires have been living and working 
full-time on the Haitian island of La Gonave 
as a capstone on their vocations as health care 
providers and mentors.

“Weʼve never been ones to feel that this is our 
home,” Bob explained. “God didnʼt have that 
for us. God has encouraged us to keep our 
eyes open to see where we can make a 
contribution, where we can more faithfully 
follow Christ s̓ example.”

Bob, a family practice physician, and Marcia, 
a registered nurse, have been serving at the 
Wesleyan Hospital on La Gonave as medical 

missionaries since 2014, supported by Covenant 
Life Church and other partners.

“It s̓ been an amazing opportunity for me as a 
family physician,” Bob said. “Iʼve experienced 
so many teaching opportunities, mentoring 
opportunities, and incredible learning 
opportunities. We had a doctor from England 
visit and he said to us, ʻEvery day is a school day.̓  
That s̓ all the more true in Haiti.”

Bobs̓ role at the hospital is to work alongside the 
medical director in providing hands-on medical 
and surgical care as well as helping train and 
mentor less experienced doctors on staff . Marcia 
volunteers in an array of activities at the hospital 
and in the community as a nurse liaison. La 
Gonave has a population of about 100,000 people, 
many of them facing challenging physical and 
emotional hardship and deprivation.

“There s̓ been lots of struggle in this experience,” 
said Marcia, “but it s̓ actually been an incredible 
adventure in seeing God work in the lives of so 
many on this island and watching God act in 
our lives and the lives of the people weʼve met 
in Haiti. I did a lot of wrestling with God the 
fi rst couple of years, but this experience has 
been absolutely invaluable—so worth any of the 
minimal discomfort we may have confronted.”
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Although the couple initially 
committed to a two-year 
assignment at the Wesleyan 
Hospital, they have continued 
to extend their stay and now 
anticipate that they likely will 
serve there for several more years 
until retirement beckons.

“We feel like we have two homes 
now—Michigan is home and Haiti 
is home, and we feel very much ʻat 
homeʼ in both locations,” Bob said. 

“When we are home in Michigan, 
we sense that so much of what 
we do as privileged Americans is 
to try to avoid the things we are 
fearing. One of our friends told 
us, ʻYou know, for most people 
in your position, this is the time 
to stock up money, to stock up 
security.̓  But as Marcia says over 
and over, ʻThis is the richest life 
weʼve ever lived. We are sharing 
life on a much more intimate 
basis with people we love here in 
North America and developing 
new relationships with people in 
La Gonave and around the word.̓”

Both Marcia and Bob grew up 
in Christian families in Western 
Michigan, attended Calvin 
College (now University), and 
married in 1982 as Bob was 
completing his medical school 
training in Ann Arbor.

As they raised a family of four 
children and pursued their health 
professions, both Bob and Marcia 
found themselves attracted 
to practicing medicine in 
impoverished settings. For weeks 
or months at a time, they would 
volunteer to serve in clinics and 
hospitals in foreign locales.

“To be honest, short-term medical 
missions was not working for 
me any longer,” Bob said. “So I 
decided that I either should go 
to Haiti periodically in more of a 
teaching role, or I should actually 

commit to a full-time medical 
role and invest in the community 
in La Gonave.”

The decision to move to Haiti 
has allowed Bob and Marcia 
to scratch the itch of holy 
restlessness and to continue 
living out the personal mission 
statement that Bob has penned:

“Gift ed by God with skills in the 
sciences and with a passion for 
people who are sick and suff ering, 
I look to see the image of God in 
every person.”

Marcia noted that many 
Christians “want to put 
missionaries on a pedestal” when 
in fact every vocation for a Christ-
follower is an opportunity to serve 
in the economy of Gods̓ creation 
and among the people for whom 
God cares.

“We feel we were following God 
just as closely when we worked 
other jobs,” said Marcia. “We 
were being open to Godʼs 
direction. And truthfully itʼs 
been a challenge. Weʼve asked 
more spiritual questions in the 
last six years than weʼve asked in 
our entire lives. Not all of them 
are answered.

“Weʼve come to realize that God 
is bigger than we could ever 
imagine, and at times more 
unknown that we might like,” 
Marcia continued.

The Vermairesʼ provisional plan 
is to remain at the Wesleyan 
Hospital until God provides 
suffi  cient funding to hire well-
trained and devoted Haitian 
doctors—or until another 
physician like Bob emerges to 
take his place.

“Our dream is that the hospital will 
be a place where everything done 

there fl ows from love, 
the love of Jesus and 
our commitment 
to follow him, 
where care is given 
to patients with 
excellence and 
compassion, and 
where employees 
are paid a living 
wage,” they wrote in 
a newsletter update 
earlier this year.

Both Marcia and 
Bob, as always, are 
tuning their hearts 
and minds to the 
murky, mysterious, 
and magnificent 
will of God, but they 
are fully at peace 
with the idea of a 
decade of living on 
La Gonave.

“Before we left  
for Haiti, I was a 
shepherding elder 
at CLC and we 
read the book, When Helping 
Hurts, so you go there thinking 
that you donʼt want to just give 
handouts,” Bob recalled.  “Yet 
Haiti is a country that needs 
relief immediately and then 
development for the long term.”

Added Marcia: “Haiti needs 
business minds and people with 
ideas. It s̓ hugely dependent on 
foreign aid, and that s̓ a cycle that 
needs to get broken. But you pour 
into people in the desire that this 
will empower them and change 
their lives and their country for 
the better.”

“Weʼve come to 
realize that God 
is bigger than we 
could ever imagine, 
and at times more 
unknown that we 
might like."

- Marcia Vermaire
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Snowboarders & 
Skiers for Christ

A Partner Organization Story

by Caleb Berko and Keith Williams

M ulligans̓ Hollow is an important 
part of winter in Grand Haven. 
It hosts one of the most popular 

and well-attended events each January—the 
cardboard sled races during Winterfest—and 
for some of us, that is the only time we go 
there. But for others in our community, it is 
the center of life in Grand Haven all winter 
long. Many young people take literally every 
possible opportunity to be on the hill, working 
to improve their skills, shredding the park 
features at the Ski Bowl whenever it is open. 

Ben Huff  is one of those people, and as leader 
of the local Snowboarders and Skiers for 
Christ (SFC) chapter, he loves every minute of 
it. “Our purpose is to be the light of Jesus to 
snowboarders and skiers in our community 
and to partner with local churches as we seek 
to be that light,” Huff  said. “Covenant Life has 
been a great partner.” 

There are a number of ways that CLC has 
come alongside SFC Grand Haven in the four 
years that Huff  has been leading the ministry. 
Financial support has enabled SFC to provide 
pizza and prizes for competitions on the hill, 
and last year even allowed SFC to install a new 
rail for the snow park at the Ski Bowl, which 
sports the logo of SFC alongside the Mulligans̓ 
Hollow logo. Last winter, Huff  worked with 
Nelson Miller and Claudia Williams to safely 
transform Main Street into an indoor skate 
park where SFC could host the snowboarders 
and skiers on Tuesday nights. This is the 

kind of thing that 
helps deepen 
relationships and 
provides the context 
for having deeper 
conversations about 
God and life. 

Huff  was also quick to relay that his ministry 
oft en doesnʼt take place in the church. He fi nds 
it s̓ best to meet individuals where theyʼre 
at and go from there. For SFC, that usually 
means connecting on the hill at Mulligans̓ 
Hollow, working on tricks and celebrating their 
successes on the snow. But oft en, Huff  will 
invite the people he meets there to grab a bite 
to eat for deeper conversation. 

“Relationships can be developed almost 
anywhere. My go-to place is Taco Bell with 
some of these guys,” Huff  said. “It s̓ when 
weʼre hanging out and being there for them 
in the places they are comfortable that real 
conversations happen.” 

As a Christian organization leader, Huff  
recognizes that there are specifi c challenges 
that come with it. For him, the biggest one is 
ensuring that he is maintaining the right kind 
of approach to ministry. 

“We operate a values-based ministry that is not 
transactional, but rather relational,” Huff  said. 

“That simply means we donʼt expect anything in 
return from these kids. We just want to do life 
with them and model Jesusʼ love as we do it.” 

“snow-
boards,
skis, 
and 
skate-
boards 
are
merely
the 
tools”
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“The biggest thing is that Iʼm living a ʻquestionable life,̓  
which just means that Iʼm living as Jesus would. If Jesus 
were alive today, he wouldnʼt live the way many folks 
live; he would stand out. I want my actions to stand out 
against how society says I should act so that it opens the 
door to a conversation about my faith with these guys.” 

Huff  has seen his chapter grow and fl ourish in more 
than just one way. He can attest that God has been at 
work in and through him in this ministry. 

“I see God at work in this ministry because hes̓ always going 
before me,” Huff  said. “The people I meet at the snow park 
are hungry for authentic relationship and peace in their 
lives, and I know Jesus put them in my path so I can help 
them see that he is the answer to those longings.” 

Although the Covid-19 outbreak has put a damper on 
his ability to connect on the hill or at the skate park, 
Huff  believes there is a way forward through it and 
despite setbacks. 

“Another thing I love about this ministry is the ever-
present opportunity to love on other people,” Huff  said. 

“I love being in relationship with other people and being 
the light of Christ to them because that s̓ what this 
ministry is all about.”

   What does it lo
ok like to 

be the light of Jesus in 

 your community?
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J i l l a n n & Diez42
A Missionary Partner Story

by Keith Williams

A nd if you give even a cup of cold water to 
one of the least of my followers, you will 
surely be rewarded.” (Matthew 10:42)

This well-known verse is a key inspiration for 
the way J i l l a n n and her co-laborers choose 
to serve God in Malaga, Spain. By providing 
for the basic needs of Muslim refugees to that 
city, she is forming meaningful relationships 
with them and embodying the face and love of 
Jesus in their lives. In the three years she has 
been serving in Malaga, J i l l a n n has engaged 
creatively with this vulnerable population 
through food distribution, language classes, 
job training, and more. The last seven months, 
however, have been a huge challenge. 

For most of us, life in the age of COVID-19 
has become more diffi  cult. Our routines are 
disrupted, our fi nances aff ected, and perhaps 
we know a friend or loved one who has suff ered 
or even died from the virus. But imagine the 
impact COVID-19 has had on the lives of people 
who already ranked among the most vulnerable 
populations in the world. These refugees are 
oft en traveling in large groups, crammed on 
raft s or boats with ten times as many people on 
them as would be safe even in the absence of a 

pandemic. They arrive aft er a harrowing journey 
to a country that is among the hardest-hit by this 
virus (Spain trails only Brazil in cases-per-100,000 
people) and in a much more stringent shutdown 
than we have faced in the U.S. 

Yet J i l l a n n and her team at Diez42 are eager to 
come alongside these refugees as they adjust to life 
in a new country. However, the building that has 
served them so well is not suitable to invite people 
inside during the pandemic; it is too small for 
eff ective social distancing and has poor ventilation. 
They are able to off er food distribution outdoors 
in front of their building, but they are limited to 
providing sustenance to each family once every 
two weeks instead of weekly. In addition, rules 
about wearing masks and maintaining distance 
are strictly enforced in Malaga, making more 
challenging the deep relational connections at the 
heart of J i l l a n ns̓ ministry. 

Customarily, Diez42 is able to provide food only to 
refugee families registered with the government 
of Spain to receive such assistance, since their 
food is provided through government programs. 
Despite the pandemic, refugees continue to arrive 
in Malaga, even though government offi  ces have 
been shut down for months. 

“

Diez42 is raising additional funds 
to purchase food for these new 
families who are not yet eligible 
for government food assistance 
(see J i l l a n ns̓ Dream Fund 
request for more information 
about this opportunity). 
Additionally, Diez42 was able 
to get an internet connection 
set up at their building recently, 
which gives them the ability 
to help these new arrivals set 
up appointments with the 
government offi  ce to become 
properly registered. 

Although many aspects of her 
ministry has been suspended 
during the pandemic, J i l l a n n 
continues to do all she can to 

build relationships and share 
the love of Jesus with her Muslim 
friends. Recently, she invited 
one of the refugee families to 
enjoy a meal at her home. She 
was well acquainted with this 
family, but normally only the 
wife and children would show 
up. However, when she opened 
her home this time, the entire 
family came to share a meal and 
excellent conversation, deepening 
the friendship even in the midst 
of this challenging time. Pray for 
more opportunities like this, and 
for fi nding new ways to serve 
and love the people God sends to 
Diez42 in the days ahead.
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THE 
DREAM 
FUND

by Claudia Williams

How You Can Participate

• Pray for our mission partners on a regular basis and for God to provide for 
his mission through us. 

• Read the stories of our mission partners and description of the dreams and 
pray about how God may be calling you to participate through volunteering, 
encouragement, or giving. 

• If God leads you to contribute financially to the Dream Fund you 
may designate a gift  to the Dream Fund by following the instructions at 
ghclc.org/giving or write a check to Covenant Life Church and in the memo 
line designate to missions or to the particular initiative you wish to support.

How the Dream Fund Works

1. The Dream Fund is a way to multiply the impact of our missions giving. 
The General Fund remains the primary way we support the work of our mission 
partners and our local congregation each year. Please consider any gift  to the 
Dream Fund to be above and beyond what we give to the General Fund. 

2. Gift s to the Dream Fund will be distributed evenly between all of the mission 
initiatives that have been identifi ed for a given year. Each mission initiative 
will receive a percentage of the gift  based upon the amount approved for 
that initiative. All gift s designated for missions that do not identify a specifi c 
initiative will be funneled into the Dream Fund in this way.

3. If you feel God calling you to give to a specifi c initiative listed, gift s of 
designated funds for a particular initiative of the Dream Fund are welcome. 
They will be received and designated to that specifi ed dream unless that 
mission initiative is already fully funded. If a designated gift  is received aft er 
that initiative is fully funded, we will ask the donor to consider giving to the 
fund in a general manner or to consider another dream for designation.

4. In order to continue to leave room for the leading of the Spirit, 10% of every 
gift  given to the Dream Fund or any initiative that is part of the Dream Fund 
will be set aside for new mission initiatives. If the Spirit does not lead us to 
new initiatives, this money will be reinvested into the Dream Fund for the 
following year.

5. This process will continue until all the initiatives are fully funded. If God 
grants this, then there is full freedom in the Dream Fund to designate to any 
of our mission initiatives or to save for future years.
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Abundant Life Christian 
Schools in Honduras

Partnering to provide for the 
education & health of children

$6,500

We have the opportunity to partner with Iglesia Cristiana Vida 
Abundante to provide dental care and shoes for scholarship 
students as well as upgraded computers for the school labs.

The Dreams Described
by Claudia Williams

The Catons

Art Supplies for New 
Missional Community

$400

We dream of having supplies for the new missional 
community that is forming, which will be centered around 
creativity, creating and having a Creator. An amount $400 
should allow us to buy some usable things such as tools, 
storage shelves, and of course supplies!

We dream of partnering with Mary A. White to provide updated 
literacy books for their classrooms for $650. We would also love 
to provide our 30 students in the Kids Hope USA program with 
$20 each to select books from the Scholastic book fl yer to help 
grow their excitement and love for reading for a total of $600.

This year one of our desires is to visit each of the teams we are 
overseeing in diff erent parts of the country. All these teams are 
living and working in areas where there is a small or no church 
presence. They are focusing on church planting, evangelism, 
discipleship, and raising up local leaders. Our desire is to 
encourage, coach, support, and pray with each team. 

Kids Hope USA

Books for Mary A. White 
Classrooms & Kids Hope Students

$1250

Western Asia Partners

Visiting and Encouraging Missions 
Teams Among the Least Reached

$1750

The Vermaires

Supporting the Medical Mission 
in La Gonave, Haiti

$13,000

Snowboarders & 
Skiers for Christ

Supporting Regional Staff  
and Grand Haven Chapter

$15,000

Love in Action

Purchasing a Second Van for 
Furniture Donation Ministry

$20,000

Arise Rwanda Ministries

Partnering to Provide High School & 
College Scholarships

$30,000

We dream of being able to provide the salary for one year 
($12,000) for the medical director, which is the greatest need, 
as well as requesting a $1,000 fund for people traveling to Port-
au-Prince for medical procedures.

We feel so supported here locally; we want this ministry to 
spread across the region because God is raising up individuals 
with a heart for ski/snowboard ministry. As the Snowboarders 
& Skiers for Christ Midwest Regional Director, I have the unique 
calling to help grow and advance this ministry regionally. In 
addition, I would love to have a network of staff  that we can 
utilize for year-round events. A staff  that is trained, equipped, 
and trustworthy. I would like to off er appropriate compensation 
to elevate the need for reliable staff  beyond one lone volunteer.

The resale stores of Love in Action are a major funding 
channel for the ministry as well as a valuable resource for 
serving clients in need of donated goods. Getting a second van 
for furniture and appliance pick up would be a great help in 
facilitating the mission of our resale stores.

Kivu Hills Academy is the fi rst and only high school in Boneza, 
Rwanda, a community of ARM that currently educates over 
240 high school students and continues to grow each year. 
The ARM dream fund would provide scholarships for 50 high 
school students and 10 college scholarships for graduates.

Refugees continue to pour into Spain during the COVID 
pandemic but face signifi cant challenges and delays in 
accessing government aid due to a backup of cases and 
limited-hours, loss of their identifying paperwork, and lack of 
easy access to internet-based appointment processes. These 
funds help provide food for these families to bridge the time 
until they are able to secure work and/or government aid.

Diez42

Providing Emergency 
Groceries to Undocumented 

Families in Malaga, Spain

$16,000
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PURE IMAGINATION

“Come with me and youʼll be in a world of pure 
imagination,” croons Willy Wonka in the 1971 
fi lm Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. 
The enigmatic Wonka continues to sing as 
he welcomes fi ve children and their various 
guardians into the “Chocolate Room” of his 
candy factory, a room where everything—fl owers, 
grass, balloons, and even the river—is actually 
some sort of sweet treat. “Weʼll begin with a spin 
traveling in the world of my creation. What weʼll 
see will defy explanation.”

There is no doubt that Wonka, played by Gene 
Wilder, is odd and at times even unsettling. But 
there is also no doubt that his Chocolate Room 
is mesmerizing and awe-inspiring. He has 
imagined something into existence that every 
kid (whether young or old) wants to visit and 
enjoy. It truly defi es explanation, and Wonkas̓ 
imagination fi res up our own imaginations. What 
else seems impossible, but could become reality? 
What sort of creative endeavors await, calling a 
more beautiful world into existence? 

As followers of Jesus, we too have encountered 
the impossible. All of creation was groaning for 
restoration, trapped as slaves to sin and death, 
when God himself stepped into our world to 
bring life and salvation. Life in relationship 
with the Creator became possible because of 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. The 
Good News of the gospel is that the kingdom 
of God has come near in Jesus, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, and we can be welcomed into 
participating in this kingdom of life. Ultimately 
we will inhabit an eternal life where there is no 
more death or mourning or crying or pain and 
Gods̓ dwelling place is with his people in a new 
creation. As followers of Jesus, a new reality 
that was previously beyond our imaginations is 
completely ours. Thanks be to God!

Worshipful Mission
How Worship Forms Us for Mission

by Chris Walker
REPRESENTING THE 
REIGN OF GOD

Following Jesus isnʼt just about eternal life. Those 
of us who have encountered the risen Christ are 
being formed into a community. The writers 
of the New Testament oft en referred to this 
community as “the church.” Being welcomed 
into the church is profound because the church 
is called to represent the reign of God in the 
world. Our identity as a community is rooted in 
the truth that Jesus is Lord, and when those who 
donʼt yet know Christ look into our midst they 
should see what God is like. They should see the 
beauty of his kingdom.

It s̓ worth repeating: Jesus is forming us as a 
community to represent the reign of God in the 
world. This formation doesnʼt happen in isolation, 
as important as personal time with God is for 
our discipleship. Our shared experiences and 
shared practices are a vital piece of the puzzle, 
and sometimes these shared experiences are 
connected to each other in surprising ways.

Worship and mission always have stood as two 
pillars in the church. Although we mistake 
them for two diff erent activities, they share 
a dynamic relationship in shaping our hearts 
and imaginations for the new kingdom. That 
relationship is seen in the steady, graceful 
rhythm of the churchs̓ life; together we are 
gathered and sent, gathered and sent, gathered 
and sent. Through each week, each season, and 
each year, it s̓ a constant ebb and fl ow of being 
gathered in Christ and sent in his name.

Theologian Ruth A. Meyers refers to these two 
dynamics in relationship as “missional worship,” 
and “worshipful mission.” Worship and mission 
both proclaim and celebrate the Good News of 
Gods̓ love, off ered for the sake of the world.

WE BECOME LIKE WHAT 
WE WORSHIP

Missional worship is worship that connects us 
to the mission of God by constantly forming and 
reforming us in our identity as followers of Jesus.

It s̓ lost on many people, but the reality is that you 
become like what you worship. N.T. Wright, in 
his book Surprised by Hope, eloquently tells us, 

“One of the primary laws of human life is that you 
become like what you worship; what s̓ more, you 
refl ect what you worship not only to the object 
itself but also outward to the world around.”

We need only look to the Psalms to see it in 
scripture. In Psalm 135:15-18, the psalmist sings 
of the pagan nations around them: 

The idols of the nations are silver and gold,

 made by human hands.

They have mouths, but cannot speak,

 eyes, but cannot see.

They have ears, but cannot hear,

 nor is there breath in their mouths.

Those who make them will be like them,

 and so will all who trust in them. (NIV)
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Carve out an idol, give it your 
reverence and awe, and you will 
become like it. In the western 
world that we call home, carved 
idols are a rarity. But the 
principle continues to hold 
true. N.T. Wright continues:

Those who worship money 
increasingly defi ne themselves in 
terms of it and increasingly treat 
other people as creditors, debtors, 
partners, or customers rather 
than as human beings. Those 
who worship sex defi ne themselves in terms of 
it (their preferences, their practices, their past 
histories) and increasingly treat other people 
as actual or potential sex objects. Those who 
worship power defi ne themselves in terms of it 
and treat other people as either collaborators, 
competitors, or pawns. These and many other 
forms of idolatry combine in a thousand ways, 
all of them damaging to the image-bearing 
quality of the people concerned and of those 
whose lives they touch. 

The community of Jesus followers, though, 
gathers in the name of Christ to worship the 
Living God, who has made himself known 
through self-giving love. Our worship forms our 
hearts in Christlikeness, and we discover that life 
is found in the practice of self-giving love just 
like the God we worship. The very act of worship 
becomes a foundation for living on mission 
throughout our week. Every act of true worship 
is, by its very nature, missional worship. We 
become like our Lord Jesus, who gave himself up 
fully, even unto death, even for his enemies.

MISSIONAL WORSHIP

Worship forms us for mission, and each of the 
particular acts we take part in together as we 
worship can be understood in light of what will 
happen when we leave the gathering. 

Call to Worship. We are called together by God, 
not to “leave the world behind” and forget about 
it all, but to bring all of our experiences with us 
into the house of God. The muck and mire of a 
weary week, the burden of diffi  cult conversations, 
the failures of faith, and the very real struggles 
facing our community need to be brought before 
the Holy God, laid bare at the cross. Weʼre called 
together as we are, not as we should be. Thank 
the Lord!

Adoration. We adore God because he is holy, 
perfect, wholly “other” from this world. We 
adore God as Creator, but that reminds us that 
he dearly loves his creation. The New Testament 
writers remind us that the work of Christ is 
cosmic in scope; even creation is being set free 
and restored through the cross and resurrection 
of Jesus (Colossians 1).

Confession. When we confess before God, we 
confess our inability to love our neighbor as 
ourself. Jesus, calling this the second greatest 
commandment, ties it in a knot with the fi rst 

great commandment so that the two cannot 
be separated. Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love 
your neighbor as yourself. You want to adore 
the Almighty God? Lay down your life for your 
neighbor who votes diff erently than you. It s̓ 
brutally diffi  cult, which is exactly why we are 
honest before God in confession.

Assurance of Forgiveness. But we never wallow 
in guilt. Our forgiveness has already been won 
for us and promised to us. When we admit our 
lack of strength to follow through in the previous 
week, we are reminded that we are forgiven, 
restored, and renewed to try again 
with the help of the Spirit.

The Word. When the Word is 
proclaimed in our midst, it is 
never simply a self-help lecture 
or an emotional pep rally. Any 
sermon at its healthiest will point 
us to the presence of the living 
God, the Good News of the gospel 
of Jesus, and the movement of the 
Spirit. And that will always include 
a call to partner with God in the 
work of his kingdom, because 
our neighbors need to know the 
presence of this living God as well.

The Sacraments. Baptism initiates 
us into the family of God, sealing 
an identity that is missional at its 
core. We are swept into a story 
that includes bearing witness 
to the risen Christ, which weʼre 
reminded of every time we make baptismal 
promises to each other. Communion, or the 
Lords̓ Supper, is the meal that sustains us for the 
good work of the gospel. All we need is a taste 
to remember, or to be re-membered as the body, 
that we participate in his death and resurrection 
so that we also can participate in his restoration 
in the world.

Blessing and Sending. And, of course, every 
service ends with the twin movement of blessing 
and sending. We are blessed, so we go to be a 
blessing. We are changed to bring change. We 

are gathered in the name of Jesus and sent in the 
name of Jesus. Gathered and sent, gathered and 
sent, gathered and sent. The rhythm carries us 
out to our homes, neighborhoods, and vocations 
with a song of praise on our lips and hands ready 
to reach out.

Worship proclaims and celebrates the Good 
News of Gods̓ love, which has been off ered in 
Jesus for the sake of the world. Of course, that s̓ 
exactly what missional living does as well.

WORSHIPFUL MISSION

Worshipful mission is the way weʼre called to live 
once we are sent out from our gatherings. It s̓ 
missional living that proclaims Gods̓ glory as our 
words and actions point toward the new reality 
of Gods̓ kingdom for the sake of our world. 

The Apostle Paul is excited to remind us that, if 
we are in Christ, the New Creation has already 
come (2 Cor. 5:17). It s̓ here, present tense. If we 
have already tasted of the New Creation that is to 
come, when the restoration of all things arrives 
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with Christ s̓ second coming, then we have the 
privilege and honor of living in such a way that 
the New Creation is revealed in us. That s̓ true for 
each of us as individuals, of course, but remember 
that we are sent out as a community of believers. 
Even when weʼre sent, we collectively represent 
the reign of God in the world. 

Jesus followers are invited to leverage a faithful 
imagination to reimagine our world made new as 
we participate in Christ s̓ mission. It s̓ not hard to 
see worshipful mission already surrounding us, 
coming to life through vibrant imaginations at 
work. Just look at some of our mission initiatives 
and partners.

Steve and Sarah Caton had a vision that the church 
could begin to grow in England again if Christians 
lived missionally within the neighborhood, helping 
the community fl ourish. Their journey has had 
amazing twists and turns, leading to the founding 
of a coff ee shop, a neighborhood church, and 
an international retreat program for those living 
abroad on mission.

The fact that families might not have proper beds 
for their kids is heartbreaking, but a faithful 
creativity led some of our CLC craft smen to 
imagine a new world where we could provide 
beds to those who need them. This is communal 
fl ourishing, caring for those with a need, by 
off ering our skills and resources.

Kids Hope USA was born out of the idea that we 
can serve our community by serving students in 
need through our schools. Jill Pyle is faithfully 
steering this amazing program, building on the 
foundation laid by Trisha Wolovlek and Ann 
Sluis. These women have helped us spark hope 
through relationships with hurting students, 
even sending students to summer camp— an 
adventure they would otherwise never know 
anything about.

J i l l a n n was captured by a reality where 
Muslims, and especially Muslim refugees, could 
be introduced to Jesus. Her deep love for Muslim 
brothers and sisters overseas has led to a life of 
caring for them in the name of Jesus. The Good 
News is shared alongside groceries, healthcare, 
and friendship.

This is New Creation work. This is Gods̓ people 
cultivating a faithful imagination for what 
fl ourishing could look like here and now. We 
refer to it as mission. But it s̓ also all worshipful 
mission. These eff orts, carried by the Holy Spirit, 
represent a way of life that proclaims Gods̓ glory 
and shouts the Good News of the Gospel.

DREAMS & VISIONS

This issue of SENT Magazine is focused on 
dreams and visions. With it comes our new 
Mission Dream Fund, for the purposes of 

“funding dream missions initiatives” as the 
people of Covenant Life. Our four areas of 
focus in the world of missions include Health, 
Education, Economic Development (Poverty 
Alleviation), and Church Planting/Development. 
There are gaps in education, health, poverty, and 
church development that we can stand in. How 
beautiful would it be to imagine a new world that 
bridges the life of Christ and the fl ourishing of 
our community and world? How beautiful would 
it be to partner with the Spirit in bringing that 
imagined world into existence? 

The glory of the next age exists in this age because 
the Spirit inspires Gods̓ people to imagine and 
dream beyond what we see. If we can envision 
a world with no tears, no pain, and no death—a 
world weʼre already tasting in part—then we can 
also envision new ways to step toward that goal 

while we are awaiting Christ s̓ return. Just as we 
can dream about a world where each kid has a 
great bed to sleep in, Muslim refugees fl eeing 
war zones are welcomed and cared for, struggling 
students can fi nd encouragement for school and 
life, and a neighborhood coff ee shop can be a 
home for signifi cant spiritual conversations, there 
are countless other opportunities in front of us to 
dream about.

As Christ s̓ disciples, we should be fi rst to serve. We 
should be fi rst to give. We should be fi rst to worship. 
We also have a chance to be fi rst in line to dream, 
to imagine, and then to cultivate beauty in our 
world as a way to proclaim Jesusʼ resurrection.

VIEWING PARADISE

Willy Wonka continues to sing as the children 
explore his chocolate room. 

If you want to view paradise, 

simply look around and view it. 

Anything you want to, do it. 

Want to change the world?

There’s nothing to it.

It s̓ a beautiful and poignant moment. It s̓ not 
totally truthful, of course. This isnʼt paradise. We 
have too many battle wounds from life, waiting 
for Christ s̓ perfect timing to return. And we 
canʼt change the whole world. Only God can do 
that. But if chocolate and sweets can inspire such 
visions of a new reality, then you can bet that 
the gospel has claims that are even greater—and 
tastier—for us.

We pray together regularly, “Your kingdom come; 
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 
Our missional worship forms us in Christlikeness 
and sends us out into the world to proclaim the 
gospel. Our worshipful mission is participation 
in Christ s̓ mission and propels us back into the 
gathering to adore God for the work done by 
his Spirit in our community. We canʼt fully view 
paradise yet, but we can taste it. And each taste 
is a reminder that we want to share the feast 
with our neighbor. What joy that weʼre called 
into such a rich imagination, to see visions and 
to dream dreams (Acts 2:17)! We worship and 
live missionally in a way that proclaims and 
celebrates the Good News of Gods̓ love, given for 
the sake of the world. 
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Western Asia Partners
A Missionary Partner Story

by Keith Williams

W hen the apostle Paul was sent 
to spread the gospel on his 
missionary journeys, he spent 

a signifi cant amount of time in various 
towns and cities in Asia Minor. Typically, 
he would set up shop as a tentmaker 
in those places while he made friends, 
learned about the people in those places, 
and shared the Good News about Jesus 
with those God put in his path.

This is very similar to the way our mission 
partners (who we wonʼt name because of 
the sensitive context in which they serve) 
have chosen to serve God, living and 
working in the communities that they love 
in Western Asia. Their passion is to see God 
move in these communities where there 
are no churches and very few believers, 
and to join God as he dwells in those places. 
They do this by loving their community, 
by opening their hearts and their homes, 
inviting neighbors to share life with them. 
They do all this to introduce people to Jesus 
and to the Word of God that can transform 
their lives. They seek to build disciples who 
will make other disciples, and in that way 
to join the movement of God in the land 
they love so much. 

These mission partners are not going 
about this alone; there are multiple teams 
spread throughout the region, and our 
partners spend time investing in the other 
missionaries, mentoring and discipling 
them as the fi eld leadership team for this 
largely unreached area of West Asia. This 
partner s̓ Dream Fund request directly 
relates to this leadership role that they 
play in the region. You can read more 
about ways to support their leadership in 
evangelism and church planting on page 
15 of this edition of Sent.

They are particularly excited for a new 
work beginning this Fall and Winter. 
They have a newly formed team in their 
city that has begun to pray about which 
unreached area to adopt. There is a region 

about two hours north of them that has 
very few believers, but it is a place for 
which they have long had a heart. There 
is a believing couple who chose to move 
there and they are seeking partners. This 
is an area to which Paul once traveled 
on his missionary journeys. Churches 
were established there centuries ago, and 
now we are invited to pray for a fresh 
movement of Gods̓ power in that area. 

Our mission partnersʼ ministry has faced 
daunting challenges due to the disruptive 
presence of COVID-19, but in the midst of 
this they also have seen God accomplish 
amazing things. One challenge has been 
the shift  from traditional meetings to 
varying formats, depending on church 
and location. “Normal” church life is on 
hold, and they see this as an opportunity 
to reach out to a broader community who 
would not set foot in a church building. 

They point to one heartening example in 
an area where one of their teams works. 
The church is healthy, stable, and reaching 
out to neighboring provinces, but many 
members never share their faith stories 
within their own communities of family, 
friends, or neighbors because of fear or 
feeling it s̓ not “their role” but rather the 
role of a pastor. COVID has moved the 
church into homes, and many members 
not only shared their faith with their 
families but even started small meetings 
in their homes! 

It is oft en slow and diffi  cult work to do 
the kind of ministry these partners are 
accomplishing—forging relationships, 
building trust, and starting Christian 
communities from scratch. But just like 
the apostle Paul, our partners know that 
God has sent them to represent Jesus in 
these places, and they fi nd encouragement 
in the assurance that the Lord of all times 
and places is already there, working ahead 
of them. 
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One of Covenant Life Churchs̓ longest-
running ministries is Kids Hope USA. This 
fall will be CLCs̓ 22nd year blessing the 
families of Mary A. White Elementary School. 

Jill Pyle is the Kids Hope Director at 
Covenant Life and leads the charge of 
implementing the Kids Hope vision of 

“build[ing] life-changing relationships 
one at a time: One Child. One Hour. One 
School. One Church.” 

The basic premise of Kids Hope is a mentor 
meeting with a student for an hour at a 
time in the school building in order to build 
a positive and encouraging relationship.

“Our biggest focus is that weʼre meeting 
the students where they are, rather than 
leading them to where we think they 

should be,” Pyle said. “We want to connect 
with them and celebrate exactly who they 
are and encourage their skills and let this 
time be all about them.” 

“A key part of mentoring students is 
pairing them with a prayer partner from 
Covenant Life,” Pyle said. “So there 
are really three people involved in the 
relationship, the prayer partner, the 
mentor, and the student.” 

It s̓ through this one-on-one time between 
students and mentors that mentors can be 
the hands and feet of Christ, a model that 
has yielded results for years. 

“Most mentors have about an hour to meet 
with their students, so usually the fi rst 
10 to 20 minutes is a catch-up on the last 

Kids Hope USA
A CLC Ministry Story

by Caleb Berko
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week to just listen to the student,” Pyle 
said. “And then from there, we like to let 
the student lead. If the student likes to 
play chess, then theyʼll play chess. One of 
my mentors is an excellent seamstress, so 
she brings in her equipment and has been 
working with a little boy on a project.” 

Pyle seeks to promote a space that is God-
honoring, which advances the mission and 
work of Jesus Christ. 

“Although weʼre not allowed to preach the 
gospel in the school, it s̓ known that weʼre 
coming from Covenant Life Church,” Pyle 
said. “I see God at work in conversations 
that I have with staff  members and with 
recipients of the blessings of Kids Hope. 
Another way I see this come full circle is 
through our Day to Shine project because 
Mary A. White is oft en a project site,” 
Pyle said. “People see that weʼre blessing 
this place and these students by being 
present even without explicitly preaching 
the gospel. In addition, children are an 
important part of the kingdom of God. 
Jesus demonstrated this priority during 
his time on Earth by giving children 
his undivided attention. Our Kids Hope 
mentors oft en remark that their faith 
grows and they experience the love of God 
in new and meaningful ways as they spend 
time mentoring a child.”
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What is it?

The Horizontes Dilatados (Widened Horizons) 
program of Vida Abundante is a socially 
responsible educational initiative founded in 
2004 to bring real, safe opportunities to children 
in vulnerable conditions and extreme poverty in 
the western region of Honduras.

Vida Abundante Ministries, through its 
educational institutions, conducted a meticulous 
survey to establish Horizontes Dilatados in the 
communities of La Unión and Gracias in the 
department (state) of Lempira, Yamaranguila 
in the department of Intibucá, and Santa Rosa 
in the department of Copán. Four bilingual 
educational centers were founded on Christian 
principles, morals, and high academic standards 
that are integral to the formation of students. 

The school has eight educational centers, but 
the scholarship program is only available in the 
four western area centers.

How does the program work?

This program is sponsored by men and women 
who invest their lives and economic resources, 
acting as the “tip of the spear,” enabling children 
to study in a high-quality school environment. 
We call them sponsors. We seek to partner with 
people with spiritual maturity that accompany 
a child of their choosing through his/her 
educational journey.

What does the $50/month 
sponsorship include? 

• Enrollment

• Tuition

• Textbooks and school supplies

• Full school uniforms

• Snacks

• Primary health care 

Iglesia Cristiana 
Vida Abundante

Our Scholarship Partnership Explained

Translated by Isa Ruiz

Horizontes Dilatados in its 
beginnings...

• We started in February 2004 in the La 
Unión, Lempira community with 65 
students; 27 had full sponsorship.

• In 2008, we inaugurated the school in 
Gracias, Lempira with 139 students; 36 
had full sponsorship.

• In 2015, the school in Yamaranguila, 
Intibucá was opened, with 100 
students; 38 had full sponsorship.

• In 2017, the school in Santa Rosa 
de Copán was inaugurated, with 50 
students; 6 had full sponsorship.

Horizontes Dilatados in numbers…

• We currently have national and 
international mentors.

• Sponsorship recipients so far:

Center
Number of 
Sponsorship 
Recipients

ALCS Gracias 32
ALCS La Unión 91
ALCS Yamaranguila 53
ALCS Santa Rosa 7
Grand Total 183

In addition to the students with full 
sponsorships, 152 students in the La Unión 
school receive fi nanced bilingual education 
through the same institution. This is a great help 
to the families in this community.

For more information or if you are interested in 
becoming a sponsor, contact Claudia Williams at 
cwilliams@ghclc.org.



S E N T S E N T

31 32

By the numbers
Data on the people & places we partner in mission

by Claudia Williams & Ben Hu� 

Snowboarders & Skiers for Christ

Shred Culture Worldwide
• 26,754 ski lifts in the world
• 80 ski-able countries in the world
• 400 million ski visits worldwide/year
• Over 100 million skiers & snowboarders

Shred Culture USA
• 15 million skiers/snowboarders
• $15 billion industry
• 35 SFC Chapters in 5 Regions

SFC Midwest Region
• 4 chapters
• 2 States
• 5 Ski resorts with SFC presence

SFC Grand Haven
• 1 Ski resort
• 50 People served 
• 3 Volunteers

Malaga, Spain

690 people registered for food aid. 

Weekly-18 meals per individual; 170 undocumented 
families receiving emergency groceries; 4400-lbs of 
food distributed to registered people. 

85% of our people are Muslim, and 15% are a mix from 
primarily Catholic countries. 

Countries:  Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, 
Palestine, Eritrea, Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, 
Ghana, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Mauritania, Mali, 
Kenya, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, 
Georgia, Pakistan, Ukraine, Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Venezuela, Colombia, Paraguay, Argentina. Some 
come from North Africa, and most recently, there has 
been an enormous wave of Venezuelans. 

Classes and activities:
• Weekly women's breakfast
• Sewing co-op
• English 
• Spanish 1 and 2 conversation
• Spanish 1 and 2 grammar
• Zumba
• Baking class
• IT/website design class
• Monthly family nights (1x/month)
• Movie nights (2x/month)
• Table game nights (1x/month)

Iglesia Cristiana Vida Abundante
(Honduras)

8 educational centers, 4 with scholarship programs. 
CLC sponsors students in 3 of the 4 communities. 
183 students in the scholarship program across four 
schools. CLC sponsors 37 children.

United Kingdom

Christianity 46%
Islam 22%
No religion/not stated 26%
Sikh 3%

Hindu 2%
Buddhist 0.4%
Jewish 0.2%
Other 0.5%

Bicester, England

Population 32,642

51 miles = the distance to London 
from Bicester as well as Bicester to 
Birmingham. It’s exactly in between the 
two largest cities in England.

Love in Action

Increase in food distribution from 2019. The di� erence 
between 2019 and stats starting in March of 2020.

LIA Food Since March 15—over 25,000 services which 
is double from a year ago!

Backpack Blessings 9,935 (2019 was 4,800)

Mobile Food Distributions 13,329 (2019 was 4,200)

Pantry Visits 3,310  (2019 was 2,200)

Boneza, Rwanda

• Population: 26,000
• 20% don’t have access to clean water
• 30 miles = the walkable distance to be 

considered accessible clean water. 
• 1 = the number of High Schools in Boneza 
• 240 High school students at Kivu Hills Academy 

(The high school run by Arise Rwanda).
• 7 = number of preschools
• 350 = number of preschool students
• 5 = the number of days Arise Rwanda provides 

a meal for preschoolers.
• 12 = number of water wells in Boneza
• 200 = number of cows gifted through Arise 

Rwanda Ministries
• 2,000 = number of women involved in ARM’s 

savings groups 
• 25 = number of trust groups created to give 

microloans to women starting businesses.
• 5 = number of church denominations in Boneza 

partnering with ARM.
• 60 = number of church leaders in Boneza 

partnering with ARM

Haiti

Population: 11-12 million, 10% live in Port-au-Prince (capital)

Estimated per capita income: $2-3/day

La Gonave, Haiti

• 12 miles = distance of the island of La 
Gonave to mainland Haiti.

• 100,000 population
• 7300 people number received care in 2019 

through the Wesleyan Hospital. 
• 450 women had vaginal deliveries in 2019
• 145 cesarean deliveries in 2019
• 630 HIV+ patients received care in 2019
• 9 Haitian doctors working at hospital
• 40 nurses working at hospital
• 1 chaplain working at hospital
• 4 lab techs working at hospital
• 1 X-ray tech working at hospital
• 20 BSN students graduated from the adjacent 

nursing school. The 2019-2020 class was the 
fi rst graduating class at the school
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