
The Spirit helps us turn from both sins of the right hand and sins of the left hand. The
right hand is the dominant hand for most of us. With the right hand, we shoot straight
and write within the lines as strict order requires. The concept of being right similarly
denotes correctness and order. By contrast, the left hand is generally the non-dominant
hand. With the left hand, we shoot crooked, missing the mark, just as our left hand
writes outside the lines, out of strict order. The concept of being left similarly connotes
remainder or anomaly. In spiritual terms, Peter stands figuratively at the right hand of
Jesus, as the apostle to the chosen people of righteousness, the Jews. Paul, though,
stands figuratively at the left hand of Jesus, as the apostle to the Gentile remainder, the
people who stand outside the strict religious order.

Right-handed sins are thus sins of too
strict of an order. Greed in harvesting all
the way to every field corner, hard
judgment against every sinner, and the
exclusion of the different or anomalous
are right-handed sins, crushing the souls
of the lost, adventuresome, and outsider.
So, too, are disciplining a child to
exasperation and treating the immigrant
less favorably than the citizen, against

which the scriptures warn. Left-handed sins, though, are sins of insufficient order.
Sloth or sloppiness in work, disrespect for rules, and disobedience toward authority are
left-handed sins, discouraging the faithful and burdening the diligent. So, too, are
unhealthy indulgence of a child’s misbehavior and treating the criminal wrongdoer too
leniently.

The Spirit helps us distinguish right- and left-handed sins from their proper balance.
Sins are not always rank departures from the path of righteousness, like running into
the woods for a little fling of some sort. Sometimes, sins are hewing to the path too
rigidly when God would have us pause, refresh, and invite along an outsider. Watch
your left hand, yes. But watch your right hand also. Let one hand balance the other.
Both the right hand and left hand are important.


