
We have two ways of looking at the current time when it feels so easy to have lost faith in
so many institutions. Think of it. In the past few years, we have witnessed an accelerating
pattern of public disclosures suggesting serious breaches of trust in, you name it but the
candidates surely include, media, medicine, public health, science, education, higher
education, intelligence agencies, law enforcement, the military, the judiciary, the
legislature, governments at all levels, financial institutions, regulators, corporations, big
pharma, politicians and political parties, and yes, even preachers, denominations, and
churches. Each of us has our favorite culprits. And many of us have our favorite theories
as to the cause for our widespread and growing mistrust. But no matter the culprit or
cause, something feels seriously amiss with our public institutions, those systems and
entities that once held us together and protected us but now seem instead to threaten us
and pull us apart.

Again, we have two ways of looking at
this disintegration in public trust. One is
to decry the culprits while working hard
to set them aright. Vote someone out of
office, and run for office yourself.
Refuse to buy a certain company’s
product, and start a replacement
business yourself. Send your children to
a different school, or school them at
home yourself. And make sure your

preacher, teacher, and church are holding fast to God’s word apart from a crazed world
rather than contributing to a crazed world’s problems.

Those approaches are all good, necessary, worthwhile, and right. Yet Christians can have
another, broader way of countenancing an accelerating pattern of deterioration in public
institutions. Cultures, societies, institutions, and ages all mature, ripen, and rot, requiring
renewal. God’s story is one of frequent regeneration. God isn’t going to wash the lands
again with Noah’s flood. His rainbow promises us that. But the flooding of public
institutions with so many and such egregious disruptions, exposed so resolutely for such
private and public condemnation, augurs an impending regeneration. God doesn’t
abandon us. Yet he regenerates through the flood. Thus, even as you work diligently for
needed institutional reforms wherever your heart, skill, and discernment guide you, look
up and forward with hope and resoluteness. Now is an especially exciting time of
anticipation. It may be hard getting there, but a new day will soon come.


