
God forms and blesses us in ways we hardly realize. The very fact that we can perceive
things around us intelligibly is itself a miracle of astounding proportion. We have little
clue of the source, other than our maker God, of our consciousness, that strange ability
we carry to conceive of ourselves while considering things around us. But never mind the
mystery of consciousness. Consider the mystery of our making meaning from those
things we see, hear, and feel, constantly bombarding our senses.

Your field of vision alone contains an infinity of
colors, forms, and details, out of which you
somehow choose particular patterns to identify as
worthy of your attention. And it’s not like you really
choose. You aren’t generally thinking about looking
at this or that, except perhaps when you’ve lost your
keys. Instead, your eyes just generally focus here or
there, seizing on this pattern or that pattern for your
mind to then identify as a certain kind of object with

a certain kind of useful purpose. And somehow, your eyes and mind together choose to
identify worthy objects, like an onrushing car or an approaching friend. Cognitive
scientists call it “relevance realization,” and it’s physiological operation is all a mystery
even to them.

But relevance realization is no mystery to God. Quite the contrary: God imbued us each
with this mystery of attention and prioritization. Where should we look, and for what
should we look? To whom should we listen, and for what should we listen? What should
we touch, and for what should we feel? Most of the time, we don’t ask ourselves these
questions. We just somehow move effectively through our world, navigating largely
without thought.

Yet some of the time, we get to make a choice. We get to consider this instead of that and
turn right instead of left. Incredibly, mysteriously, God has made us active agents in this
wholly immersive world. We don’t just react, like lizards with hardly a brain. We instead
think, reflect, and choose. Indeed, God has given us not just a rational, reasoning brain
but also a heart to desire and value this over that. God has formed and blessed us in ways
that we may attend to him, desire him, and pursue him if we wish to enjoy his presence.
God has even given us his identity, offering to adopt us into his family, becoming like
him. Thank God for relevance realization. And may God give us his heart to desire him.


