
Purity is a construct with which modern Americans just generally don’t deal.
Purity? Who are we kidding? Who or what can possibly be pure in this current
culture? Maybe a certain soap brand, but we’re not even sure about that. Most of
us aren’t thinking much about purity, holiness, righteousness, or whatever else
the religious might call it. We’re too busy keeping up with social media, work,
school, family, friends, and various recreations to consider holiness,
righteousness, or purity. Where would those things even fit in a busy modern life?
Better, we assume, to just keep living, maybe while mostly avoiding the
most-obvious corruptions. Do we even know what corruption is in this crazy
world?

The God of the Bible, though, concerns
himself greatly with holiness, purity, and
righteousness. We are to flee from
immorality, cleansing ourselves to do God’s
work. We are to put to death our earthly
nature, banishing every impurity. We are to
be pure and faultless, unpolluted by the
world. We are to examples in purity, keeping
ourselves pure from the sins of others.

Jesus taught that the pure in heart are the ones who see God. We are to think
about pure things, keeping even our mind pure. And what keeps us pure? Fear of
the Lord is pure, for God creates in us a pure heart. The young and old stay on
the pure path by living according to God’s word. We avoid grumbling and arguing
so that we may become blameless and pure. From start to finish, Genesis to
Revelation, Adam to Zechariah, God concerns himself with our purity.

So how do we trade the common for the holy? Anything that is not of God is
common, while anything of God is holy, pure, and righteous. We don’t seek our
own righteousness, for none are good, none are holy. We seek after God’s
righteousness. We confess, and we confess again. We learn to see the terrible
things in us and to give those things over to God who puts them to a proper
death. And in our confession and turning away from those unholy things, we
receive the holiness of God. A pure heart is inward, not outward. Don’t put on a
show of holiness and purity. Instead, beg God to attend to your heart. There, you
will find comforting purity.


