
The Bible has enormous psychological significance. The Bible is both the dream
out of which Western society emerged, drawing on the Bible's stories for language,
archetype, rules, morals, customs, and culture, and the culmination of millennia of
dreaming, capturing and revealing what humans were learning about themselves.
The Bible's stories, especially those formative stories of Genesis, both establish the
human psyche as we believe it to exist and reveal its nature, ideals, and corruption.
The Bible tells us of our relationship to our creator and the relationships of husband
to wife, brother to sister, master to servant, shopkeeper to customer, neighbor to
neighbor, rich to poor, and priest to penitent. The Bible writes large the yearnings,
temptations, motivations, distractions, and deceptions that alternately lift up or
destroy individual lives, families, communities, and nations. Know the Bible, and
one knows quite a bit of psychology. Know psychology, and one knows quite a bit
of the world.

And that's the sense in which a psychological
approach can help one make a more effective,
more fruitful study of the Bible. The Bible’s
pages reveal human psychology like opening a
psychology text, indeed, far better than that.
Considering the insecure, fragile, and twisted
psyche of the ancient time's tyrant kings and
brutal governors, for instance, and the hopes and
fears of the ancient Jews and others whom those
despots ruled, helps one make sense of what the
Bible tells and reveals. Why did Jewish
fishermen, farmers, fathers, priests, and zealots
behave as they did when encountering those
rulers and the pagan religion, Greek learning, and

Roman authority they promoted? Listen to any teacher or preacher, and you'll hear
frequent intimations of why David hid in desert caves, Herod Antipas cut off the
baptist's head, and nearly half the disciples were fishermen. The Bible reveals the
yearnings, tragedy, and possibility of human psychology. Read the Bible through
the lens of psychology. We already do.


