
Pastor Bob led the congregation on a recent Sunday morning in the public reading of a
passage from Psalm 89 praising the Lord God among his assembly of heavenly beings.
Psalm 89 indeed describes a council of heavenly beings who fear God as the most
awesome among them. What is this remarkable divine council above which God stands
as awesome sovereign? And what does God’s divine council have to do with us today?

God indeed rules as the sole creator of the universe, the only
pre-existent one, without beginning or end, just as we praised
God in our public reading of Psalm 89. Yet God clearly rules in a
divine council. Psalm 89 is not the only Bible passage placing
God at the head of an assembly of other, lesser heavenly beings.
Psalm 29 repeats that those heavenly beings must praise God,
acknowledging his greater power and glory. Psalm 82 reiterates
that God presides in his great assembly, passing judgment among
lesser gods. Daniel 7 reveals a scene of God convening his great
heavenly court. The book of Job opens with God’s heavenly
beings presenting themselves to him in his great assembly, from
which one, the prosecutor or accuser, steps forward. And

Micaiah shares a vision of God inviting his heavenly beings to come forward in his court
with proposals for judging Ahab. God is not alone in his transcendent realm, the heavens.

Genesis shows us that God made both heaven and earth, with different beings in each
realm. God alone is fully human and fully divine. In ancient times, the earthly and divine
realms intersected at the temple. Since Christ’s coming, the earthly and divine realms
have intersected in him and his followers who are God’s temple. The extraordinary thing,
though, is that God intends that humans share his authority over both earth and God’s
transcendent realm. God rules both in heaven and on earth while desiring that humans
rule heaven and earth with him as his family. Although we live in the earthly realm
parallel to the transcendent divine realm, God desires that we recognize, approach, and
engage the spiritual realm in struggle. As the apostle Paul wrote, our struggle is not with
flesh and blood but with spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realm. Paul also wrote
that we will judge heavenly beings.

Take Psalm 89 seriously. Let it remind you of your role as God’s imager, meaning his
agent and representative. Lift your eyes higher to your godly design and purpose. For
more on God’s divine council, refer to the writings, podcasts, and videos of Hebrew Bible
scholar Dr. Michael Heiser.


