
Philology, an odd and unfamiliar word, is simply the study of oral and written
historical language sources. Philology is important to one’s appreciation of the
Bible because the Bible and the interest we take in it depend so heavily on the
interpretation of scripture and other language sources. Philology can involve not
only history, language, and terminology but also textual and literary analysis, how a
text like the Bible takes shape, translates meaning, and relates to the grounds of its
existence. Let’s face it: people take widely different views of the Bible as a
historical, moral, and spiritual source. Some regard it as largely or entirely
concocted and at best only a mythical work filled with historical errors and
scientific impossibilities. At the other end of the spectrum, some regard it as a
precise scientific and historical record in its every detail. What, after all, is the
Bible? One’s stance on these and other philological issues certainly influences how
one sees the Bible’s significance.

That philological spectrum, though, is the
wrong line along which to understand the
Bible. An honest philologist taking the
Bible at face value would instantly see
the Bible as an incredibly deep, rich, and
complex text carrying the most profound
meaning. An investigating philologist
would soon see the extraordinary work’s
tens of thousands of subtle internal

cross-references and thousands more external references. A philologist would see
the chiastic structure not just of poems and passages but of books and the whole
work. And a philologist would see how this unparalleled text shaped the world’s
consciousness over millennia in a transformation that may be just beginning to
unfold. On that rich literary ground, an honest philologist could readily conclude
that we draw the very ground of meaning from the Bible. Get your understanding of
language and its nature and goals straight, and you’ll better appreciate the Bible.


