
What we think, perceive, and experience can be every bit as significant as what
scientists, physicians, historians, or philosophers tell us is real. Phenomenology
studies those thoughts, perceptions, and experiences. Astronomers may tell us that
the earth is round and spinning, but from an ordinary phenomenological
perspective, unless your field is launching rockets into space, that assertion is either
false or meaningless. It wouldn't have mattered to the ancient Jews and isn't what
we consciously experience today, either. The ancient Jews constructed and lived by
the Bible's phenomenological worldview, one based largely on ordinary senses and
everyday experiences. The ancient Jews didn't have the telescopes and microscopes
to develop and make sense out of today's scientific materialist view. A sound
phenomenological approach takes people, both today and in ancient times, as
believing and acting more or less sensibly based on what they perceive to be real,
through their ordinary thoughts and the ordinary observations and impressions of
their senses.

Phenomenology helps us cast off prejudices
against the Bible and misunderstandings of the
ancient Jews and their experience of the world.
One cannot appreciate Israel's history in the way
that the Bible presents it and soil reveals it,
when looking down one's figurative nose. We
moderns might have acted substantially the
same way as those ancients whom we want to
think of as foolish or superstitious, given the
ancient times and technology. Indeed, the
ancients pretty surely would have acted far
better for their times than we would act if we
somehow moved two millennia back in time.
And that's the explanatory power of

phenomenology, to help us understand the thoughts, insights, and actions of the
ancient Israelites and their allies, oppressors, and rulers as they experienced those
times. Get into the body, mind, senses, and experiences of an ancient Israelite to
understand the Bible's accounts.


