
It’s good to keep in mind that the Bible deals at the level of the phenomenological, not
the scientific. The Bible deals with what we experience, as we see and comprehend it, not
with what science proves to be the underlying hidden material state or status of things.
The Bible tells foundational truths about what we experience, in the way that things
appear to us. The Bible takes natural phenomena largely at face value, as all but the
scientist generally take those phenomena today. The Bible doesn’t purport to be a modern
physics text, astronomy text, biology text, or other scientific manual. And because the
Bible takes phenomena at face value as the reader observes, encounters, and experiences
those phenomena, rather than analyzing observations for a modern scientific
understanding, whether the ancients who first wrote and read the Bible had an accurate
grasp of the physical, astronomical, medical, biological, or other scientific facts is of no
consequence to the veracity, reliability, or applicability of the biblical text.

Take, for instance, the Bible’s cosmological view
of a flat disk earth, supported by waters and
bounded by a dome heaven sky. The Copernican
revolution didn’t stand the Bible’s cosmological
view on its head. Not at all. The Bible is a
phenomenological account, not a modern
astronomy treatise or even an ancient astronomy
guide. When Copernicus discerned that the sun,

not the earth, centers the solar system, his scientific discernment depended on precise
measurement and calculation well beyond the lay person’s capacity. To the lay person
then and today, the sun as a phenomenon appears to rise and set against a flat earth. We
know as a scientific proposition that the earth is round, not flat, and that the earth spins
on its axis as it hurtles through space around the sun. But the earth doesn’t look or feel
round. Nor does the earth feel as if it’s spinning like a top while hurtling around the sun,
both at incredibly fast rates. The Bible’s cosmological view is consistent with what the
ancients observed then and what the lay person continues to observe today.

So, don’t let the innocence of the ancients disturb you when trusting in the Bible’s
phenomenological and metaphysical truth. Don’t let the astronomical conception of a
spinning, hurtling earth, or other science having to do with disease, nutrition, weather,
zoology, geology, or any other natural phenomena the Bible mentions, distract you from
the Bible’s reliability, trustworthiness, and truth. Keep things in the right categories, and
help others do so, too.


