
Perseverance is an underrated characteristic. To succeed in their own formative
function and role, parents, preachers, teachers, mentors, managers, supervisors,
guides, therapists, counselors, and coaches all need one thing from those whom
they admonish, challenge, encourage, and cajole: perseverance. The greatest
ability, many say, is availability, that simple willingness to participate while giving
reasonable effort. One has only to think of how crestfallen a parent is in seeing
their child quit a worthwhile endeavor before coming close to having exhausted
their energy, to know the disappointment that lacking perseverance can bring.
Grit is nine tenths of life, and only the other tenth skill. Most of us would far rather
live and work with someone who shows the grit of perseverance than the one
born with a disabling silver spoon in the mouth.

The Bible celebrates perseverance every bit
as much as any parent, teacher, guide, or
coach. James wants us to consider it pure joy
when trials challenge us. Paul wants us to
glory in our suffering, knowing that it produces
perseverance. We must not grow weary in
doing good at just the moment of our sure

reward. Paul wants us to press on for the prize for which God calls us
heavenward. For look: Christ himself endured the cross for the joy that God set
before him. And so, the Bible pleads, stand firm to the end. Perseverance is
every bit worth its weight in gold. Don’t give us a headstart. Don’t give us a
shortcut or the answer key. God instead grant us perseverance.

In those Bible teachings, we see the key to perseverance. Perseverance doesn’t
take a strong back. Nor does it take a strong constitution, full frame, or firm chin.
Given a proverbial punch or two in the gut, the tall and mighty are just as prone
to quit as the short and weak. The key to perseverance is instead in keeping our
eyes fixed on perseverance’s reward. Would you quit after a half-hearted effort, if
your life or the life of someone else very dear to you depended on your
persisting? No, you wouldn’t quit. And that joy God set before Christ is very like
the reward we have by our also remaining firm to the end. Perseverance isn’t
skill. It’s instead holding firm to the end. You have it in you when you have Christ
in you. To persevere, keep your eyes fixed on the author and perfecter of your
faith.


