
Watch what happens at the margins. Whether the question is your own life, the
health and welfare of your family, or the spirit of your workplace, community, or
church, notice the periphery. Yes, the core activities and central commitments are
constituent, constituting, composing, and comprising. We should celebrate and even
revel in what holds us together. But one might also say that the periphery does just
as much to define us individually and corporately. Pay attention to the boundary
spaces. Curate those margins.

The periphery is so important in the church and in
one’s own spiritual development, as elsewhere,
because the periphery is where encounter, adventure,
incorporation, integration, and even redemption and
resurrection may be most happening. We hold onto
things at the center. We modify, adapt, and adopt

things at the margins. We tend to think that boundaries and borders are just lines
drawn on the map or in the sand. But boundaries and borders instead have a depth,
space, and activity all their own. We could just as well dwell in the margins as at the
center. Indeed, some of us prefer the margins to the center for those very reasons:
the margins are where we realize more of the potential with which God blesses us.
You want creativity? You want energy? You want experience? Move to the margins.
Focus on the periphery. That’s where you’ll see the potential turning into action.

How does one do so, though? Margins can certainly be physical, geographic,
matters of space. You can literally look to the sidewalk or street outside your home,
workplace, or church to find one margin. Important and fascinating things happen at
those physical boundaries, like welcome or rejection, invitation or turning away.
But margins can also be temporal rather than spatial. What happens in the few
minutes immediately before and after your Sunday worship service may be your
periphery opportunity, like with whom you speak in new relationship, whether you
linger to hear others reflect on God’s word, or with which ministry you newly
engage. Margins, though, can also be spiritual and conceptual, not just spatial and
temporal. At the periphery is where you may find the next burning question the
answers to which grant you new transcendence, drawing you ever closer to Christ.
Pay attention to the margins. Study the periphery. And go there often. Wasn’t that
the life and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ?


