
We applaud open mindedness, don’t we? To hear someone say that a person has an
open mind is ordinarily to hear a compliment. One generally thinks better of one
whom others describe as having an open mind. The character of an open mind
suggests fairness, flexibility, and the willingness to consider alternatives, change one’s
mind, and accordingly grow. Saying someone has a closed mind is just as clearly an
insult as saying someone has an open mind is a compliment. Closed mindedness is
generally considered a significant fault. A closed-minded person doesn’t listen, doesn’t
consider, and has nothing to add. And so we celebrate the open minded while shunning
the closed.

But watch out. While an open mind can be
a good thing, retaining core understandings
can be a good thing, too. Holding to the
truth often means rejecting incorrect or
misleading alternatives. The open minded
must evaluate and choose, much like the
closed minded do, although the open
minded may prove themselves better
listeners in doing so. Yet it’s more than just

recognizing that all must choose. The attitude of open mindedness, while laudable, can
become a fault when taken too far. If open minded means to agree with everything to
the point of contradicting oneself, then being that open minded is clearly a fault. And
if open minded means listening while not discerning, assuming instead that everything
is true or nothing is true, then being that open minded is a fundamental fault.

Not sure how you feel, but I wouldn’t want “he was open minded” on my gravestone.
I’d rather walk out of the grave, having held fast to the truth. And if someone wants to
call me closed minded because of it, then I’m fine with that. I’ll listen to much, but I’ll
try to discern everything I hear. And may the Spirit help me hold fast to the truth.


