
Ontology is the study of existence, reality, and being. Ontology helps us decide
what is or is not a fact, what is or is not real, and even who we are and why we are
here. Ontology helps us decide what is important, worthwhile, and reliable, versus
what is distracting and deceptive. An ontological approach first determines the
fundamentals and only then decides how to group observed things into categories
that reflect those fundamentals. One can, for instance, sort a mixed pile of beans
and small stones by their color or weight. But sorting them into whether they are
edible or not, stones versus beans, might be the better ontological point.

Ontology in your Bible studies, then, would have
you first decide the fundamentals. You are probably
not interested in the Bible because of its weight,
numerology, or Hebrew names. Likewise, you are
probably not interested in Israel because of its
climate, in Babylon because of its commerce, or in
Egypt because of its property values. Instead, these
places are where Bible events occurred. These
places represent experiences, states of mind,
seasons, and other symbolic things. A serious

ontological approach would thus have you focus and organize your studies on
grounds more real, better related to your reason for existing and being.

A sound ontological approach for Bible study might begin by taking stock of who
you believe you are, presumably a child of God whose purpose is to give glory to
Christ. A sound ontological approach for a Bible study might also confirm first
what you accept to exist. Are you only interested in material things, like stone and
drought and disease? Then your Bible study will take that shape. Herod the Great's
constructions of Masada and the Herodium will likely enthrall you for their
impressive and precise engineering works. Or do you recognize instead that God
included patterns and hierarchies, even powers and principalities, within his
creation? Then your Bible studies will have an entirely different flavor in which you
sense why Herod built Masada and the Herodium and why they quickly failed as
fortresses. Know who you are and what you believe to be real and worthwhile. It's a
good way to study the Bible fruitfully. And it’s the only way to live.


