
Christ, he himself said, has all authority in heaven and earth. And in his Great
Commission, Christ shared that authority to make disciples of all nations. Yes, all
nations, not just Western nations or democratic nations or nations having a
Judeo-Christian heritage. The Bible verses, Old Testament and New Testament, are
almost too numerous to count in which the Lord is the great King over all the earth,
establishing all rule. The Bible also has plenty of accounts of the fall of rulers who
failed to acknowledge the Lord, from Pharaoh through Nebuchadnezzar and his son
Belshazzar to Herod. The Bible’s grand arc projects a rise of the Lord’s people, his
called-out assembly, coming to fill the earth with his glory in spectacular reign. Yet the
nations today don’t look very much under his reign and foot. Many nations are
unabashedly godless. Even the outwardly godly nations seem to turn very far away
from anything looking like his righteousness. In that context, Christ’s Great
Commission to disciple the nations can appear more like a rearguard action or
midnight foray than a grand movement in kingly procession.

How are we to embrace the Great Commission when things just
don’t look like they are headed that way? We may have a couple
of options. One is to assume that we’ll see nothing much like an
emerging reign and victory until Christ’s sudden and unexpected
return, when the battle will be swiftly over. Until then, we hunker
down. And that may be pretty much the way things will happen,
although that attitude doesn’t help us embrace the Great
Commission. Jesus said to go forth, not to hunker down.

A better option may be to take a longer view. People alive during
Christ’s earthly ministry expected his return during their lifetime.

That didn’t happen. Christendom hadn’t yet conquered Rome and the rest of the
Mediterranean Region. People during the Black Plague killing half in their
communities believed the end had come. It hadn’t. The Sistine Chapel hadn’t been
constructed nor Christianity brought to the Americas. Christianity hadn’t yet ended
slavery and brought schools and hospitals to backward regions. People during the
Great War we now call World War I also felt the end was upon them. It wasn’t. The
end didn’t even come with World War II. Billy Graham hadn’t traveled much yet.
Millions in Africa, South American, India, China, and Southeast Asia were about to
receive the gospel. Who knows? We may be the early church, just learning to embrace
the Great Commission.


