
Some read the Bible solely or primarily for its metaphorical truth. They accept that the
Bible reflects a sort of wisdom, if not outright experiential truth. Yet they see that wisdom
as requiring a somewhat subjective translation. They treat Bible figures and events as
interpretive tools from which a discerning person, a person who is already wise in some
sense, can draw further wisdom. But metaphorical use, manipulating Bible figures and
events to sustain helpful principles and propositions, is pretty much the extent of the
truth-telling value metaphorical readers see in the Bible. Indeed, they might measure the
Bible quite short of true based on what they believe science to have corrected of the
Bible’s ancient wisdom.

That’s not the way to read the Bible, solely or primarily as a
metaphorical but scientifically imprecise tool. First, the Bible is
not a science manual. Although Judeo-Christian concepts
undergird the scientific method, making that method both possible
and fruitful, the Bible in no way purports to adopt the
observational methods and conform to the propositional goals of
modern science. The Bible is nonetheless far more than a
collection of handy myths. The Bible describes real events
occurring at precise moments in specific communities as authentic
history. Many of those events, particularly those of Christ’s birth,
death, and resurrection but also the call of Abram, the exodus
under Moses, the kingships of David and Solomon, and the exiles
of Israel and Judah, are epochal, defining or turning the age. The

Bible isn’t simply metaphorical. A real David dealt a death blow to a real Goliath.

Yet set aside for a moment the fact that the Bible describes real events occurring at
precise moments in authentic history. Historicity is not the Bible’s only claim, or even its
primary claim, to truth. The Bible is also true experientially. The Bible’s experiential
truth means that its authors experienced its patterns, principles, and perspectives as
verifiable against their own lives. The Bible’s authors knew the Bible as true because
what it recorded and projected actually happened to them and others they observed
around them. The Bible’s experiential truth also means that its patterns, principles, and
perspectives remain what we experience today. Our own lives still confirm what the Bible
tells us from the lives and experiences of its events and figures. That’s not simply
metaphorical truth, to manipulate to one’s own ends. It’s instead a sort of observational
truth. The Bible will prove out, in your life and mine. Bet your life on it.


