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Whoever has ears, let them hear what 

the Spirit says to the churches. 

 

Revelation 2:11. 
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Introduction 

  
 

 

The Bible’s New Testament includes nine letters that the apostle 

Paul or others associated with him wrote to churches identified with 

cities or regions, including Romans, 1st and 2nd Corinthians, Galatians, 

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and 1st and 2nd Thessalonians.  

Similarly, the book of Revelation begins with Jesus’s address to seven 

specific churches in the province of Asia (today, Asia Minor), including 

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and 

Laodicea.  Those letters and addresses, along with other letters by Paul, 

James, John, Peter, and Jude, are an inexhaustible trove of wisdom for 

today’s churches—for pastors, lay leaders, and members of the body of 

Christ, in carrying out God’s mission on earth.  The letters are not only 

inexhaustible but also timeless.  They have no need of freshening.  Their 

messages carry the same weight today for churches, pastors, leaders, and 

members, for pursuing opportunities, meeting responsibilities and 

challenges, and discerning and addressing issues and interests. 

While we rely so heavily on the New Testament letters for personal 

and institutional wisdom, counsel, comfort, and inspiration, we still must 

translate their lessons into contemporary culture.  What would Paul and 

the other apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ have written to our churches, 

cities, and regions today, under the Spirit’s influence?  If, as we rightly 

discern, they would have written the same messages for us today that 

they wrote then—for God is not human that he should change his mind, 

Numbers 23:19—how might they have differently couched their counsel 

and wisdom, in the Spirit?  What of our contemporary culture would 

especially have caught their discerning eye, for the Spirit to encourage or 

correct us?  This book explores those questions, not to distract from the 
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New Testament letters, but to direct our attention deeper into the letters, 

to help us see how current they indeed are.   

This translation of Bible into life, living out God’s word, is the 

responsibility of each one of us who has submitted our life to the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Economic globalization, presumed to bring such promise 

but somehow also contributing to acute hardships, along with other 

political, social, cultural, and economic changes, bring old spiritual 

challenges in new guises.  Each of us carries the Word of life into and 

through each day, hoping that we please Christ, who gave his life for us 

to show us how much he loves and cares for us.  What would he say to us 

today?  What is he saying?  We read the letters that he has already 

written on our hearts.  Indeed, we are his letters for others to read, as we 

serve and love in all humility in the manner that he lived and taught us.  

The Spirit still speaks to us today.  May you find some such inspiration 

in these pages.  May you hear more of Christ’s voice in your own voice, 

see more of his work in your hands, and sense more of his heart in your 

heart.  This prayer I share with you, knowing that God answers every 

prayer that we pray in the name of his only Son, Jesus Christ, for his 

glory.  Amen. 
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Alabamans 

 
 

 

 

Greetings to you, brothers and 

sisters in the Lord!  The Spirit 

of God brings you his mighty 

power, along with the Lord’s clear 

purpose and gracious peace. 

Reason for Writing 

2I write wishing you the 

Lord’s peace and joy, to 

encourage and strengthen you in 

the faith, as I always write, though 

some think my letters harsh, when 

the same ones regard me as too 

timid in person.  3But I care not 

what anyone thinks, when I know 

that I am wretched, pitiful, poor, 

blind, and naked.  4While not 

wishing to offend you unduly, I 

care only for the Lord’s approval, 

that I would speak his words to 

you and do his work.   

5You know that my motives 

toward you are pure.  6Have I ever 

taken anything from you that you 

did not wish to convey to me?  
7No, I have even at times turned 

down your considerable grace so 

that none of you may ignore my 

words, by claiming that I speak 

only for my own profit.  8My 

actions have proven my good 

intentions, and not only my 

intentions but my love and care 

for you, as brothers and sisters in 

Christ.  9For to love you is to 

serve you, and to serve you is to 

speak the truth to you, firmly but 

gently.   

10Thus count as my fault, if 

my words prove too hard for you, 

but do not put my error at Lord’s 

feet, for the Lord never errs, even 

as I, his servant, err frequently in 

my passionate pursuit of his will.  
11We remain his broken vessels, 

though he builds us up in his love, 

even as we strive to do the same 

1 
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for one another, that we may all 

be strong in the Lord.   

12And so, may the God of all 

creation bless and protect you, 

bring you joy and peace, and 

above all give you the strongest 

assurance of your salvation, that 

you will join him in paradise with 

eternal life.  Amen.   

Saving Grace 

13My desire for you is that you 

comprehend now, and soon 

realize, the bounty that comes 

with the Lord’s inheritance, 14an 

inheritance that you did not earn 

but that fell to you from the 

Lord’s unmeasurable mercy and 

incomparable grace.  15His 

bountiful service to you was on 

nothing less than a cross, that men 

designed to punish, shame, maim, 

and kill, 16but that the Lord in his 

limitless power turned in one 

instant into grace’s greatest-ever 

tool.   

17Satan wielded the cross in a 

last attempt to overcome once for 

all the God who cast him and his 

awful legions out of grace.  18But 

the Lord Jesus Christ, in his 

humility and divinity, 

strengthened by God’s own Spirit, 

used that last terrible challenge to 

open the gates of heaven to all 

who would accept God’s grace.   

19You know this grace 

because you know and embrace 

the Lord Jesus Christ as your 

Savior from the death that comes 

with sin, which is to do anything 

other than obey God the Father.  
20You are brothers and sisters in 

our own faith, all with the same 

one true source in Jesus Christ. 

Maturity in the Faith 

2 And so, with you, I need 

not be harsh because you are 

already mature in the faith, not 

needing my or anyone else’s 

correction to keep your doctrine 

sound, already knowing these 

tenets I share.  2We repeat these 

things to one another not because 

we are unmindful of them but 

because, knowing and repeating 

them, they sustain us against daily 

challenges to our faith.  3We draw 

our life not from the pleasures, 

ease, and comforts that may, on 

rare good days, come our way but 

from the rock of faith.  4We draw 

our life from the living water that 

springs from the rock, who is 

Jesus Christ.   

5Moses struck the rock once 

on God’s command, as God 

allowed man to strike the Lord 

once, opening his well of 

salvation.  6We draw eternal life 

from the stricken rock, Jesus 

Christ.  7To his regret, Moses 
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without God’s command struck 

the rock twice more, costing him 

earth’s promised land, though not 

promised heaven.  8Let us not 

strike the rock twice.  9The Lord 

taught the Samaritan woman at 

Jacob’s well that he supplies the 

living water from faith’s rock.  
10We know these faith tenets from 

reliable witnesses. 

11And so we, your northern 

neighbors surrounded by great 

lakes, delight in you, our southern 

heartlanders, as we hope that you 

delight in us.  12Our common faith 

stretches from you to us, across a 

nation that in times past has worn 

its Christian faith as its belt of 

truth.  13Together, we pray that 

those times may soon come again, 
14even as we labor together to 

guard and share the truth for those 

who have gained it recently or 

who never relinquished it.   

15We are all together in the 

faith, whether newcomer or old, 

whether mature and complete, or 

infants yet to grow.  16For what 

did our Lord say but that the first 

shall be last and last first.  17We 

know that the greater must serve 

the lesser, as our Lord served the 

least.  18And we do not stoop to 

serve but instead lift ourselves up 

to serve because we ourselves are 

of the lowest station, most needful 

of all, the Lord’s cleansing blood 

poured from the cross.   

19Never forget that your faith 

has nourished us, as we hope to 

encourage you.  20You were our 

spiritual mother when we were 

infants and needed a mother’s 

milk, and our spiritual father when 

we needed a father’s protection.  
21You gave us the strong hand of 

fellowship when we had nothing 

to return but our need for your 

grace.  22You served us not 

because you expected service in 

return but because you knew that 

we could not yet serve ourselves.  
23This way the Lord gave, too, 

when none could return, proving 

that you have stored in heaven 

your missing reward from us.   

Common Fellowship 

3 We hear no recent news of 

the fruits of the labors of our 

friends among you, Samuel and 

Paula, those workers in the Lord’s 

harvest field.  2You have drawn 

much from them, we know, as we 

also did from afar.  3When you 

read this letter among your 

churches, gather news of their 

work so that you may share it with 

us, and so that we may celebrate 

their latest victory in the Lord.  
4And when you see them, tell 

them that their labors reached this 
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far, that we, too, have been part of 

their divine harvest.   

5Tell Samuel to return my 

cloak, although he may keep it 

and have my shirt, too, if he has 

need of it to accomplish more of 

the good work the Lord prepared 

for him.  6All is the Lord’s.  7If he 

will have it, then tell him that we 

wish to send Daniel to him so that 

he may show this young lion how 

Samuel brings in such a rich 

harvest.  8The Spirit fills Daniel, 

though he may not yet have 

received the Spirit’s discernment, 

making us think that he may 

benefit from Samuel’s witness.   

9Our elders here commend 

Daniel to you, just as they 

commended Patterson and his 

sister Maria, whom you 

generously took in as one of your 

very own, to your everlasting 

credit.  10May you earn more 

credit by opening your arms to 

this next brother of yours and 

others whom we send your way.  
11Didn’t you just send us one of 

your own?  Didn’t we welcome 

her with our best?  You know of 

whom I write.  She gives you her 

best regards in the Lord. 

12See what beautiful song we 

make together, all in praise of our 

worthy Lord Jesus!  13We have 

each sung the greater and lesser 

parts at different times, always 

knowing that every word in the 

Lord’s praise goes heavenward on 

angel’s wings, carried to the foot 

of his throne.  14We gladly yield 

the greater parts to you now, as 

you have yielded to us before.  
15You have done us much good, 

and we want to do better in return, 

even when we lack the means, as 

some among us feel that we 

currently do.   

16We fear not in the least 

because God supplies all.  17To us, 

less here has become more there, 

when Jesus is all whom we desire.  
18Our hearts have turned 

heavenward.  19This world has 

ever less to attract us, ever less we 

seek and desire, 20while we strive 

ever more for the things of God’s 

kingdom, to know him through his 

Spirit and to please him for our 

heavenly reward.  21Pray with us 

that the Spirit will move again 

openly among us, that we will rid 

ourselves of all obstacles to God’s 

command, will, and desire. 

Unity in Christ’s Body 

4 Need I caution you against 

your rivalries?  2You have need 

for warning because your 

competitions are not over the 

Lord’s things but things of this 

world.  3Enjoy the excitement of 

your sporting competitions, but 

remain unified in the Lord.  
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4Worldly rivalries that excite the 

emotions do no harm unless they 

interfere with your fellowship in 

the Lord.  5Just don’t let them 

distract you from greater things.  
6Your true allegiance is not to 

academy or club but to all who 

pursue the Lord.   

7Speak the good news more 

often than you share idle talk of 

the world’s concerns.  8The world 

entertains with competitions, 

filling the mind with unhelpful 

passions and filling the lost with 

unnecessary anxieties.  9Don’t let 

your testimony be to those 

passions and anxieties.  You help 

no one, not even yourself, when 

your talk is idle or anxious.  
10Instead, speak the gospel openly 

and often, out of a clear mind and 

courageous heart, just as I write to 

you this letter.  11Let your witness 

be to God’s glory, in honor of his 

Son.  12Your consistent testimony 

will make each day a little better 

than the prior day, as each day 

you and your hearers draw a little 

closer to the Lord. 

The Saints’ Destiny 

13For God is our eternal 

destiny, better for some, while 

judgment for others.  14You know 

that none escape facing the 

judgment seat, to stand before 

God’s throne.  15That day draws 

nearer, each day for everyone, for 

both young and old in body, and 

for both those in and out of the 

Spirit.  16Be in the Spirit when the 

Lord calls you before his 

judgment seat, your lamps filled 

and burning bright with his oil.  
17Be under the blood of Christ, so 

that you stand before God in his 

image, the image of his only Son.   

18Then, your light will dawn 

like the sun at noonday.  19You 

will rise, transformed in 

resurrected body and pure soul, to 

your better self, the one whom 

God made for you before you 

entered the world from your 

mother’s womb.  20You will live 

in God’s paradise, under his bright 

light and perfect authority, in his 

presence, with all God’s saints, to 

give him glory due.  21Your 

delight will be his pleasure, and 

you will worship him among all 

his adopted children, brought to 

him by his Son Jesus Christ. 

22Pray that you run this race to 

its end, that you win this divine 

competition, as we trust from the 

race you have so far run that you 

indeed will.  23See how I bring no 

harsh word?  You have forgiven 

me already.   

24Christopher and Penelope 

share their greetings.  Robert and 

his household bid you well.  25We 

have no word for you from the 

few who broke fellowship with us 
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over the unworthy conduct of 

Detering and his family, whom we 

required to leave us for a time, so 

that the Lord could bring them to 

their senses.  27You know that we 

were right, although let us not 

trouble one another with old 

episodes. 

28The Lord remains true 

today, tomorrow, and forever.  

Peace be with you, the Lord’s 

eternal peace.  Amen. 
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Alaskans 
 

 

God alone is our salvation, our 

rescue in time of pressing 

need, even as he also invites 

our intimacy, asks us to rely on 

him, when we feel no need.  2Let 

us pray, my Northeast friends, not 

that God remain faithful, for he 

cannot turn against himself, but 

that we remain faithful, relying on 

his eternal character to fortify 

ourselves.   

Strength for the Challenge 

3I share this message with you 

to encourage you in your dark 

times, the winter of your 

discontent.  4Hard pressed you are, 

and not just by your vast untamed 

lands, which you wisely accept 

also as your shelter and 

consolation.  5You face the same 

challenge that the first man Adam 

faced, which is to make more of 

your existence than the survival 

challenges that your wild lands 

present.   

6You, however, have Christ 

and, in him, the salvation that 

meets every challenge.  7For your 

battle is not against flesh and 

blood, not against the long night’s 

cold, hunting wolf packs, high 

mountain passes, or river waters 

too turbulent for your safe 

passage.  8Your battle is instead in 

your souls, that your mind, will, 

and emotions attempt to rule your 

spirit, which God would rather 

feed through his own Spirit.   

9Christ Jesus won that war for 

your souls when he hung from the 

cross, drawing on a divine 

strength that you could not 

naturally know.  10Jesus won that 

war when God raised him from 

his grave so that he could share 

with you his good news of eternal 

life, guided and comforted by 

God’s own Spirit.   

Spiritual Advantage 

1 
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11And so consider your 

advantage, not just the wealth of 

your natural resources, majesty of 

your mountain ranges, and 

plentiful wild game, but 12the 

liberty that you have, to worship 

our King of kings and Lord of 

lords, and to draw on him to live 

forever.  And yet I fear that you 

will already have misunderstood 

me, for 13your liberty is not 

political or social, not restricted to 

national boundaries, not won by 

armies or guarded by courts, but 

rather 14spiritual liberty that Christ 

won for you and all others 

everywhere.   

15You are free to live Christ’s 

perfect life, to take on his perfect 

image, not alone when he hung 

from the cross, died, and rose 

again to share his life with you, 

but also 16that you would ascend 

with him to his heavenly abode to 

live in his paradise forever.  17His 

eternal city, the new Jerusalem, 

will descend to take the place 

permanently of the old Jerusalem 

over which earthly kings fight, 

except that none will fight in the 

new Jerusalem, over which only 

your King of kings will rule.   

18Then, you and the church, of 

which you, so surely in Jesus 

Christ, are vital part, will know 

nothing but the inexpressible joy 

of life with the Father, as the 

Son’s own bride.  19You will 

know no hunger or pain, only the 

fullness of the fruit from God’s 

own tree of life.  20You will know 

no darkness, only the continual 

light of the author of life, God 

himself, in Jesus Christ incarnate. 

21For this gift, your 

inheritance as children of your 

heavenly Father, God’s Spirit 

strengthens and reassures you, 

speaking to you these words of 

life.  You have the light in your 

confession of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Facing the Wilderness 

2 The wilderness in which 

you live is indeed a spiritual wild, 

filled with the frightening and 

deceptive things of the prince of 

this world.  2You are brave in your 

natural wilds.  Oh, that you would 

also be so brave in God’s spiritual 

realm!  3His Spirit equips you.  

You have only to pick up his 

precious tools of your true 

spiritual trade.  4Take the Spirit’s 

sword to the devil’s legions, while 

holding the shield of Christ’s faith 

against the evil one’s flaming 

arrows.  5Assume the ready stance 

and run the swift and sure race for 

which the Lord’s gospel prepares 

you.  The Spirit gives you the 

power you need. 

6Despite your natural bravery, 

I remember your voices still from 
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when we last spoke, voices not of 

spiritual confidence but of fear.  
7You face your wilds with greater 

confidence than you do your daily 

challenges in the spiritual realm, 

those battles that you know your 

Lord has already won for you.  8If 

I had anything against you, which 

I do not because we share the 

same humble state, then I would 

urge you to hold onto the faith 

that you so quickly profess.  9Let 

your actions and attitudes show 

others that you believe as you 

profess.   

10Take your Lion’s heart, that 

of the Nazarene Christ, that you 

might show Samson’s strength, 

not in hunting prowess or sporting 

competition but where the lion’s 

heart counts, which is in things of 

faith.  11Hold your tongue against 

sinning, in the strength that the 

Lord held his tongue, praying for 

his murderers rather than cursing 

them.  12Persevere in your patient 

service to your most-difficult 

friends and family members, 

hardly to mention your enemies, 

in the strength in which the Lord 

persevered on his sure way to the 

cross.   

Eternal Reward 

13Your reward will be the 

Lord’s own inheritance, as you 

share in the glory beyond his 

cross, a glory that nothing 

tarnishes, not the rot of things 

present or darkest sins of the past.  
14You will ascend from your 

earthly cross, consequences of 

your own sins and those of others, 

as Christ ascended, though he 

sinned not.  15You will ascend 

from your cross because Christ 

ascended before you, clearing 

your kingdom path of your own 

obstacle sins.   

16If you hold to the Spirit’s 

counsel and proceed along your 

narrow but sure path, then you 

will join Jesus the Messiah with 

the Father, to add your voice to 

the Father’s glory, 17basking in 

that glory in your eternal paradise.  
18Though millions praise the 

Father, he counts your voice, the 

Father who sent his Son to save 

every lost soul, so that every 

bowed knee and raised hand 

would add to the Father’s honor.   

The Spirit’s Power 

3 See how your brave pursuit 

encourages us to glorify the 

Father!  2The brothers and sisters 

here, our joyful fellowship, rejoice 

with you in the truth.  3Though, 

unlike you, we live in a settled 

land, our inland sea a mere pond 

next to your ocean, we still walk 

the same path, run the same race 

with you, and fight the same 

battles.  4Your victory is our 
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victory, and our victory is yours.  
5Though we lack your material 

resources, we share your spiritual 

strength, which is nothing other 

than the Spirit cleansing us with 

the blood of Christ, infusing us for 

his good work with the words of 

the Father.   

6Where did you receive such 

power?  Was it from Ronald and 

Renee, whom we lent to you to 

aid you in your heavenly service, 

or from our many letters to you?  

No!  7You received your power 

from our same source as we did, 

the one source, who is the Spirit 

of God.  8We have no equivalent 

power source, not the oil 

reservoirs beneath your bays and 

tundra, nor the gold that you draw 

from your riverbeds and soils.  
9You sift the soil for gold traces.  

Beware that Satan does not sift 

you.  10Rather, let God refine you.  

Embrace his spiritual discipline 

the way that you embrace your 

clear, sharp air.  11God gave you 

material gifts only to remind you 

of his spiritual gift, who is his 

own Spirit, and the gift of his Son 

who sent you the Spirit.   

The Better Labors 

12Labor in your resource 

fields, for God has us work the 

ground diligently, but labor even 

more in your spiritual field, where 

God stores up your heavenly 

reward, and 13we can celebrate 

together your kingdom harvest.  

Strengthen your churches in the 

way that the Spirit guides you.  
14Share your material harvest with 

your fellow believers so that they 

can share their kingdom harvest 

with you.  15Christ comprises his 

body, the church, of many 

necessary parts.  16If your work is 

in your rich soils or bountiful 

wilds, then let your plenty spill 

over to the good of those whose 

kingdom labors leave their earthly 

tables empty.  Your giving has its 

own reward.   

17Sharing the gospel, whether 

fed or hungry, is better, but an 

effective one’s material industry 

can richly support the gospel work 

of many.  18When you find 

yourself providing for yourself 

and family with plenty left over, 

be sure that your sharing reaches 

God’s kingdom workers.  19Better 

still, tithe of your first fruits, and 

then work even more to provide 

for yourself and family.  20God 

honors those whose sacrifice is 

evident, whose trust is steadfast, 

and whose faith is rich. 

Parting Assurances 

21If I left my papers with you, 

then send them back with Jacque 

and Camila, whose visit we 

eagerly anticipate so that we can 

hear more of your toils and 
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harvest.  22What we hear is good, 

only we want to hear more of the 

faith that leads you forward.  
23What does the Spirit say to your 

churches?  May you find 

something in this message that 

confirms his counsel.   

24He speaks clearly to those 

whose desire is to hear him.  25Fan 

the flame of your desire, for 

nothing approaches the 

excitement and satisfaction of 

hearing the words of God.  26The 

Spirit says only what the Father 

speaks to the Son.  27May the 

Spirit make you a party to that 

divine conversation.   

28Blessings flow to the ones 

who hear and obey the word of 

God.  We gladly count you among 

the more fortunate.  29Your toils in 

your wilds do you good, keeping 

you from the distraction of luxury 

and comforts.  30Only don’t let 

your toils or your wilds become 

your gods.  Others toil, too, but 

they keep the faith.  31Ensure that 

you also do so.  So is our prayer 

for you, brothers and sisters.  

Amen. 
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Arizonans 

 

 

 

Friends in the Lord, the elders 

here received your inquiry, 

and when they found no ready 

answer, devoted it to fasting and 

prayer.  2After a time, our trusted 

brother Denton shared what the 

elders accepted was a word from 

the Spirit, which I commend to 

you here.  3Greetings, my distant 

brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

and accept this holy word.   

Reply to an Inquiry 

3We indeed find constraint in 

this present condition, to do as we 

are able, which given our natural 

limits will on occasion fall far 

short of what wonder the Lord 

himself would have worked.  4We 

construe this situation to have 

been what your wayward brother 

faced, as you have put it to us in 

your last correspondence.  5You 

yourselves have found no deceit 

in him, not even substantial 

conceit, a freedom rare in man.   

6Rather, what you describe to 

us appears, as the Spirit reveals it, 

to have been that your errant 

brother fell to the evil one’s 

deception.  7The devil finds a 

foothold wherever the natural man 

offers it.  8Your brother had few 

or none of humankind’s common 

defects, or you would have 

recognized the mortal defect that 

ensnared your brother and thus 

spared yourself your inquiry to us.   

9Instead, your fallen brother 

desired, more than warranted in 

his peculiar circumstance, to 

please your fellowship.  10Good 

motives taken to extremes can 

become the devil’s tools, nearly as 

readily as bad motives produce 

harm.  11We more-easily guard 

against our own worst inclinations 

because we more-readily 

recognize them as such.  12Satan is 

least effective when we see his 

near approach because we 

 1 
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promptly resort to the Spirit’s 

protection.   

One’s Better Course 

13Our greater challenge 

sometimes is to resist pursuing 

beyond proper bounds, a course 

that begins as good but eventually 

leads us downward rather than 

upward.  14In such cases, Satan 

lures us forward toward our 

destruction, not drawing on our 

worst desires but on our better 

inclinations, the archangel of 

darkness disguised as an angel of 

light.  15After all, he is at his awful 

root a deceiver, one who always 

rejects truth for the lie.  
16Remember that to cloak himself 

in the guise of light was his 

original deception, the cause of 

fallen humankind’s every present 

grief.   

17To please you, was by your 

own admission your broken 

brother’s early and late intention.  
18Your pleasure, though, is not 

always what the Lord seeks.  
19The Lord’s will is that we be 

temperate in all things, even in 

our good intentions.  20God 

provides a place and season for 

everything, whether love or hate, 

peace or war, or in this instance, 

pleasing your fellowship or 

instead displeasing your 

fellowship incidentally while 

pleasing the Lord.  21While we 

live in unity under the Lord, each 

of us nonetheless stands in 

somewhat different 

circumstances, as to which we 

must thus sometimes stand apart 

for the Lord.   

22Didn’t Barnabas and Paul 

part in disagreement after much 

successful joint work for the 

Lord?  23Are we any better in our 

actions and intentions than the 

super apostle who, apart from the 

original twelve, met the Lord in 

his own time?  24We have no need 

of blaming the lesser apostle, 

either, for Barnabas, too, was a 

good man intent on pleasing the 

Lord. 

A Personal Word 

25So it is that the Spirit put 

your brother’s situation to our 

brother Denton in a way that 

caused the elders here to 

recommend these words to you.  
26I add that perhaps even, the Lord 

occasionally draws us apart from 

our spiritual fellowship, seeming 

for a time to set us against the 

course of earnest brothers and 

sisters, to ensure that we seek his 

will rather than mistake it for the 

consensus of a human fellowship, 
27although I speak only under my 

own inspiration, whether from the 

Spirit you will know, in so 

writing.  28The elders here did not 

authorize my supplementing their 
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discernment but permit me that 

liberty as an act of grace. 

29I do not know if you will 

accept that this reply answers your 

question.  30Perhaps you have had 

your answer directly from the 

Spirit, while we bided our time in 

discerning the Spirit’s intention 

for this reply.  31I pray that the 

Spirit informs you whether we 

have done as you asked and 

brought his word before you, as 

we earnestly endeavored.   

32These words are all that the 

elders wish that I convey to you.  

33I miss your sunny skies because 

they remind me of the Lord’s 

brilliant light, your dusty lands 

because they remind me of the 

Lord’s itinerant preaching, and 

your crumbling mounts and 

hidden valleys because they 

remind me of the Lord’s ancient 

and mysterious ways.  34Do as the 

Lord commends, and when you 

come to the crossroads, ask where 

the ancient path is, then walk in it 

to find your rest and peace in the 

Lord.  Amen. 
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To the fellowship of the rocky 

lands, hardscrabble souls who 

weather both summer heat 

and winter chill with the steady 

grace of our Lord.  2From the 

fellowship at the far north end of 

the belt of truth that binds the 

nation, of which you are the 

southern end.  3We pray for your 

peace and that you receive the full 

and free grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, simply by giving his 

Father your full confession.  4We 

share joyfully in your confession, 

knowing the glory that it brings 

him and that he so generously 

shares with us.  Amen. 

Sharing the Faith 

5The elders here write you, 

sharing their concern that we 

together make the most of our few 

remaining days, for we are 

ignorant of their number, and our 

days are always fewer whether we 

are young or old.  6The elders here 

don’t urge as the world urges, that 

you indulge yourselves to excess, 

that you cast aside protective 

conventions to make fools of 

yourselves over the world’s 

coming end.  7Rather, their 

concern is that we together make 

the most of our dwindling 

opportunities to share the love, 

indeed the full and gracious 

salvation, of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  8Have you considered 

with enough urgency and 

intention how you are carrying out 

his last command to make 

disciples of all nations? 

9Christ gave us that last 

command, did he not, that which 

we call his great commission, at 

his very ascension?  10Was he 

speaking only to those few who 

1 
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had walked with him through his 

earthly ministry, or was he also 

speaking to us, to you?  11Do we 

rightly cede to others our glorious 

charge, his sealed certificate that 

we are among his royal 

representatives, leaving our 

commission to a professional 

pastorate?  12In God’s name, we 

surely do not.  We instead take up 

our directive with the greatest 

confidence and delight, as our 

new birthright. 

Reason to Act 

2 What have you done 

recently, and what are you doing 

now, for the King’s service, under 

his generous commission that you 

once so gladly accepted, to 

communicate his exquisite offer to 

open his kingdom to all who 

would come?  2In carrying out his 

charge, we should act with our 

greatest intention, as he acted so 

passionately for us.  3We accepted 

his assignment voluntarily, 

willingly, with full knowledge of 

his generous terms.  4Christ did 

not force us or falsely induce us to 

accept his commission, that we 

would harbor any irritation or 

regret.  5We chose to follow him, 

and with the greatest grounds that 

one could, although true it is that 

he first pursued us with a 

purposeful passion that we would 

struggle mightily to imitate. 

6The good grounds for our 

choice to accept his commission 

begin with the impact of his 

profound teaching, so vital not 

only to our natural life but to our 

spiritual life.  7We should indeed 

gladly follow the one truly 

transformational Teacher.  8Yet to 

his teaching he added wondrous 

miracles of life, still available to 

us in prayer.  9Who wouldn’t 

joyfully follow the One who heals 

with a touch, calms the storm with 

a word, feeds thousands with a 

prayer to heaven, and raises from 

the dead?  10Yet to his teaching 

and miracles he adds an offer that 

no sane person ought to refuse, 

which is eternal life beyond 

certain death. 

11The grounds on which we 

happily follow Jesus Christ are 

many more, his intimacy, comfort, 

counsel, peace, and rest included, 

though they all come to one.  
12God our Creator gave his only 

Son for us, the most precious gift 

that one could possibly give, and 

out of utter grace, to our desperate 

and depraved human race.  
13Stunned by God’s profound and 

spectacular gift, we so humbly 

and completely, in tears of joy and 

amazement, swiftly and deeply 

confess.  14Of reason and grounds 

to accept God’s commission we 

have many, though but one is 
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fully enough, God’s superb and 

universally glorious gift. 

Nature of the Commission 

3 What, then, are the qualities 

of God’s great commission that 

we have had such solid, indeed 

compelling, grounds to gladly 

accept, so that we should know 

how to treat this special charge?  
2Recall that the King’s 

commission is to carry most 

effectively and broadly his good-

news message of God’s profound 

grace.  3God has opened his 

glorious kingdom to sinners, to us 

and our enemies and friends.  3We 

are thus to be couriers of good 

news, and not sullen couriers 

whose reluctant performance 

brings the message too late, but 

glad couriers who rush to fulfill 

what we know to be a critical 

charge.  4Wouldn’t such a 

deserved courier thus carry the 

message with the greatest 

intention, using the most-effective 

means? 

5We must also appreciate how 

vital and critical this good-news 

message is, that the effectiveness 

of our performance weighs in the 

balance the eternal life or eternal 

destruction of precious fellow 

members of our fallen human 

race.  6This invitation we carry is 

not to an idle gathering or even a 

glad party but to starkly opposed 

ultimate ends, making us to a 

degree the keeper of our brothers 

and sisters.  7To put it most 

bluntly, if we fail to carry the 

message with effect, then our 

failure may leave behind some 

who would otherwise have joined 

us in glory forever.   

8This criticality of the good 

news that we carry ought to fire 

our passion to pursue with 

greatest vigor our royal charge.  
9We will soon recognize, if we 

don’t know it already, that 

Christ’s great commission is both 

weighty and light.  10The weight 

of our charge to carry the King’s 

message to others involves the 

seriousness of its consequences to 

those whose devotion to the Lord 

we pursue.  11On the other hand, 

the incredibly generous terms of 

the offer, and the equally 

incredible benefits of its 

acceptance, prove the ease with 

which we should carry out our 

commission.  12Know this: we do 

not carry a death sentence but 

rather a commutation of the 

sentence of sure death, together 

with the reward of permanent 

paradise life.  13What joy we 

should share in such special 

commission, both consequential 

and yet simultaneously startlingly 

freeing and light! 
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Means Employed 

4 What, then, are the means 

that God instructs us to use in 

carrying out Christ’s great 

commission?  2Of his means, we 

find that his scriptures, the words 

and actions of Jesus Christ, give 

us many directions and more 

hints, some stated here.  3God 

directs foremost that we speak.  

No message carries without its 

communication, without writing 

or talk.  4Indeed, his word says to 

take what he whispers into our 

deepest spirit, tendrils of thought 

barely floating into our darkened 

minds, to shout those words from 

daylight rooftops.  5To ignore 

those whispers is to disobey God, 

squelch the Spirit, and destroy 

life, for we do not so much speak 

what we think as think what we 

speak.  6Speech gives life to 

thought, and so therefore speak as 

you wish to have thought, and 

then will you think.  7Obey God’s 

direction and, at every small and 

large opportunity, speak good-

news life.   

8God’s word further directs 

that we speak what we know, 

testifying to what we have seen, 

thus communicating to others 

God’s verifiable truth.  9We are to 

speak God’s words, those which 

the limitless Spirit gives to us.  
10We are to speak on his authority, 

not our own, recognizing that God 

lives in us, doing his work 

through us.  11Thus, we speak only 

what we hear.  12We also speak 

out of our overflow, that we 

cannot help speaking the glories 

that we see and hear, the good 

news that we witness having such 

unrestrainable vitality.  13We also 

know that these words we speak 

are not hidden or distant from us 

but instead quite near, in our very 

hearts, welling up out of our joy. 

Of Intentions 

5 God’s word also informs 

about the intentions with which 

we should carry out our precious 

charge.  2We must share the good 

news intending that our speech 

builds up our hearers, leaving 

them with some benefit from our 

writing or talk.  3We must 

simultaneously limit our 

unwholesome talk, that which 

drags down our hearers, sullying 

the power of the good news we 

ought to share.  4The Spirit 

instructs that we must above all 

speak in love, not as clamorous 

noise that turns away our hearers, 

but as salve for their wounds, 

balm for their sores, out of a heart 

that cares and serves. 

5We do not win souls for us, 

to build us up, to brag about the 

showy consequences of our 
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commanding communications.  
6Indeed, we do not win souls, but 

rather, the Spirit acts through us to 

reach deep into the spirits of those 

with whom we communicate.  
7God saves; we do not.  The Spirit 

gives us the words through which 

the Spirit reaches and transforms 

the spirit of those who hear the 

Spirit’s words that we write and 

speak.  8We use no manipulation, 

and speak no deceit, instead 

speaking only truthfully, with 

genuine and thoughtful words that 

our listeners can trust, because we 

rely on the Spirit whom all must 

trust. 

9Our aim in carrying the good 

news is not even the victories that 

God will thus win, though we 

celebrate each one, but instead to 

praise God, for God has already 

won.  10Our commission is a 

sacrifice of praise, a day to day, 

hour by hour acclaim of this 

extraordinary gift from our 

supreme One who is love.  11We 

thus do not simply carry out our 

charge for extrinsic goal or 

purpose but instead for its 

inherent worth, that we 

accomplish most not by our 

speech’s effects but by our speech 

alone.  12Our foremost intent is to 

praise God continually, the 

practice and celebration of which 

we conveniently accomplish 

though his grand commission.  
13Our continual praise of him is 

both our immediate and ultimate 

end, whatever else our sharing the 

good news may accomplish for 

our blessed hearers.   

6 This deepest truth, that we 

would speak fervently and 

continually for his glory alone, no 

matter the effect on others of our 

words, should remove all concern 

that any would have over our 

preferring to win souls than to 

love others.  2What, indeed, is 

love but to share God’s offer, 

which is the offer of Love 

himself, Jesus Christ given for 

you, for us, and for those who 

hear our glorious witness?  3How, 

then, do you and we communicate 

best God’s good news, but to 

speak knowing that the praise our 

speech gives already 

accomplishes what we could most 

hope?   

4And so we praise God, not 

only in worship gathering but in 

each word written or spoken, 

every thought shared, no matter its 

forum or form.  5We praise God in 

every ordinary and mundane talk, 

whether when ordering groceries 

from the shopkeeper, or asking the 

carpenter’s repair, or requesting 

the custodian’s clearing of the 

walks.  6We praise God when 

reminding of duties, activities, or 
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events, and when instructing the 

young or serving the elderly or 

disabled.  7We lift our voices to 

him precisely when we 

communicate with others, for 

doesn’t he dwell, or don’t we wish 

him to dwell, in the spirits of 

those whose ears hear our talk?   

8Your patience these words 

have surely tested, but the elders 

here wished to remind both you 

and them of these respectful 

thoughts.  9The elders here hold 

nothing but respect and 

admiration for how you have 

carried the word with you into 

every conversation, every high 

and low place, from the halls of 

government to the most modest 

shop.  10We pray that your speech 

continues to bless your families 

and workplaces, your friends and 

more so your enemies, your 

communities, and our nation.  
11Our nation has great need of 

your continuing witness, as have 

we such need, for your witness to 

the Lord Jesus Christ has long 

heartened us.   

12Share this letter with whom 

you believe it will bless and 

encourage, for that is its sole 

intent, other than that it also 

blesses our Lord.  13For even these 

words praise the Lord by fulfilling 

his great commission.  14Write us 

back with your confirming 

thoughts, for your confirmation 

will mean much to us here, as we 

labor joyfully in his rich 

vineyards.  15And tell Michael that 

we miss his visits and hope that he 

will return to us again soon.  

Amen. 
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Seeking a Good Report 

To the churches of the 

nation’s western coast, lands 

of sun and temperate climate, 

with their historic Christian 

missions preserved empty, as 

museums of faith to dot your vast 

metropolises.  2We of the nation’s 

midsection lakeshores greet you, 

introduce us to you, and bid you 

well, 3hoping that we might learn 

of your thriving ministries, to 

count ourselves your ardent 

supporters in the Lord’s great 

commission, our privilege to 

pursue.   

4Our dear members Jacob and 

Lois visit you with this letter, so 

that you may share with them 

your glad reply, for us to read 

with joy on their return.  5The 

Lord desires your acquaintance, as 

do we.  6May we together lift our 

voices to heaven, praising his 

glorious name.  Amen. 

7Pray, give us a good report.  

Your distance has kept news of 

your happy toils in the Lord’s rich 

harvest fields from reaching us.  
8We know that his fields are rich, 

for so he assured us, but we need 

word of how you work those 

fields and what harvest he has 

given you.   

9Do you take your ministry 

from house to house, or have you 

found more profitable gathering 

your fellowship into festival 

crowds, where the Spirit may 

bless many at once?  10Do you 

teach God’s word to many of your 

young at once, using gifted 

instructors, or are your parents 

bringing up your children in the 

Lord diligently within each home?  
11Are your churches places of the 

1 
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Lord’s miracle healing and 

deliverance, or do you depend on 

traveling apostles to bring the 

Spirit’s freeing power?  12Surely, 

God’s Spirit is at work throughout 

your lands.  Let us hear how the 

Spirit has moved so powerfully 

among you. 

The Spirit Withdrawn 

13We pray not to hear that the 

Spirit has withdrawn from among 

you, as the Lord himself did little 

teaching and healing in regions 

doubting him.  14You must have 

retained your confidence that the 

Lord saves and your commitment 

that the Lord is your desire.  
15You must still know that you 

have every need of him that you 

once did, that you have not 

outgrown your sin to the point of 

your personal perfection.  16You 

must understand that the path of 

faith is not ever greater belief in 

yourself but rather ever greater 

insight into your brokenness, 

throwing you back again, ever 

more surely, on the Lord whom 

you once trusted. 

17Do not tell us that you have 

discovered other paths to greater 

destinations than God’s kingdom 

or even to the same destination 

through other doors than Christ.  
18These things you would 

certainly know, from your prior 

instruction in the Spirit, not to be 

truth but instead deadly 

deceptions.  19Do not write us that 

you have gone the way of the 

Aquarians, that you seek only a 

desireless Nirvana, or that you 

have no need of any faith because 

all that you are is a collision of 

atoms.  20You must still remember 

and trust your discovery that you 

are a natural child of the one 

Adam whom God created, but 

much more so, the reborn spiritual 

child of the Son of Adam.   

Not Yet a New Age 

2 These confidences are your 

lifeblood and lifeline, your 

Savior’s rescue from death and 

salvation from eternal misery.  2I 

pray that your silence does not 

mean that you have given up these 

truths for the lies of a supposed 

new age.  3No new age has 

recently come, none since our 

Lord ascended to send his Spirit.  
4Jesus Christ has not yet returned.  

When he returns, you will surely 

see and hear him come, and then, 

you will have a new earth and 

heaven. 

5The present age is instead an 

old and familiar age, one that 

fools have pursued to their 

destruction before and will pursue 

to their destruction again.  6The 

present age remains one in which 

Satan succeeds in deceiving 
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persons, though he has lost his 

war to the eternal Son and all 

those who remain in the Son.  
7The present age is still one in 

which pride and presumed 

independence from God are the 

greatest temptations, the same 

sorry tools by which Satan 

engaged and lost his first battle, 

when God cast him from heaven.  
8You haven’t fallen prey to 

Satan’s greatest wiles, so obvious 

to us, have you?  9You haven’t 

imagined yourself wiser or 

stronger than those who went to 

their destruction before you, so 

that you pass on your way to 

death through the same weary 

stiles?   

Idols of Instruments 

10People without God today 

claim themselves liberated from 

an awful ruler, when instead they 

have abandoned their one 

effective and fully beneficent 

protector.  11They enslave 

themselves all over again, after 

God gave his own Son in utmost 

love to free them.  12God gave 

them the instruments of 

observation, to study his universe 

with awe for his design, and yet 

they make an idol out of their 

instruments.  13They imagine their 

careful methods to be the truth 

when their methods merely 

confirm greater truths to which 

they blind themselves.  14Their 

God-given methods are 

meaningless without God’s order 

and design, within which his 

methods discover his meaning. 

15Tell us that you, too, have 

not turned his priceless gifts into 

godless philosophies that foolishly 

attempt to deny your very 

consciousness.  16Do you not 

think, observe, and reason like the 

children of God who you are, 

contemplating his vast realm, 

incomprehensible power, and 

eternal significance?  17Can 

mindless matter give you the 

human spirit with which you think 

of yourself or God’s Spirit 

through whom you reason with 

him and others?  18Tell us instead 

that you hold to the one truth on 

which all meaning in this 

meaning-soaked universe 

depends, that God is the Father 

who loved you so intensely as to 

ask his Son to die for you, 19that 

he might raise you to eternal life 

through him and with him.   

In Sight of Truth 

3 But we do not count you 

among the God deniers, those who 

rush to their destruction following 

their vain philosophies.  2You 

received the wisdom of all ages 

when you received God’s Spirit, a 

baptism of both knowledge and 
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power.  3The Spirit teaches you 

the deep things of God, saving 

you from the present age’s 

distortions and deceptions.  4You 

see with the eyes that God gave 

you, through the Spirit’s eyes, just 

as you hear with the Spirit’s ears 

and think with the Spirit’s mind.  
5And you have used your eyes, 

ears, and mind to embrace God’s 

truth, your only truth, that you 

have an eternal Savior in Christ 

Jesus. 

6You have seen the truth, who 

is Christ Jesus.  7His condemner 

Pontius Pilate looked down on 

him, asking what is truth, when on 

truth he already looked, for Jesus 

is the truth, the way, and the life.  
8But many look without seeing, 

and many listen without hearing, 

and in doing so, go to their 

destruction.  9You saw and 

accepted, you heard and 

embraced, and you believed what 

you saw and heard, admitting to 

all your evident need of him.  
10Your good confession and 

believing heart have now given 

you life everlasting.   

A God of Their Stomach 

11We trust, too, that you are 

not among those in your lands, be 

they few or many, who have made 

a god of their stomach, sated from 

the plenty of your fertile lands.  
12Your golden hills produce fine 

wines, plentiful almonds and 

dates, and oil-rich avocados, while 

the flowers feed your bees sweet 

nectars from which they produce 

fragrant honeys.  13Your herds 

give you choice meat and your 

flocks rich cream and butter.  
14Your people spread vast tables 

laden with delicacies prepared 

assiduously from God’s bounty.   

15All would be to God’s 

honor, how he showers you with 

early and late harvests from his 

warming sun and gentle rains, 

except when your people turn not 

to him in gratitude but to pursuing 

ever greater culinary pleasures.  
16You are not among those who 

heap delicacy on delicacy, only to 

plan ever greater indulgences, are 

you?  17You do not spend ever 

greater amounts on your own 

appetite, while ignoring your 

fellowship’s collection for the 

house of God and the poor among 

you, do you?  18Even as you enjoy 

godly pleasures, let a simple meal 

satisfy you now and then, so that 

you can share more with others of 

the much that God gives you.   

Godly Contentment 

4 You know restraint in all 

things, the godly satisfaction that 

comes from a content and 

balanced soul, because the Spirit 

constantly informs and guides 
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you.  2You have, in your 

confession of need and 

acknowledgment of your Savior 

as only source of rescue, acquired 

the Counselor, also your 

comforter and guide.  3You know 

when to say yes, to accept God’s 

blessing, but also when to say 

enough, not to turn blessing into 

idol.  4You know that God himself 

is your satisfaction, that to 

worship the Holy One is to be 

content in all circumstance.  5Your 

peace does not depend on a 

banquet spread before you, though 

your Savior nonetheless prepares 

the richest of tables for you.   

6You thus turn aside all 

enemies, every flaming arrow of 

the evil one who with both 

pleasures and hardships tempts 

you.  7While he offers pleasures as 

indulgences and idols, he uses 

hardships to bitter your soul 

against your protector God, 8who 

allows the evil one’s hardships 

only to remind you of him, of 

your eternal destination well 

beyond earthly pains and 

pleasures, and to refine you from 

them.  9The enemy is always at 

work on the earth, though God has 

limited his time and determined 

his lake-of-fire destiny.   

10You do not follow the evil 

one to his fiery lake but instead 

drink from the Lord’s life-giving 

waters.  11You walk in paths of 

righteousness to lie down in his 

green pastures because the Lord is 

your good Shepherd.  12While as 

earth’s resident, you must walk 

through the valley of death’s 

shadow, his presence keeps you 

from fearing your enemy’s 

defeated evil.  13You have taken 

the Lord’s hand never to 

relinquish, never to renounce his 

honor, always to submit to his 

firm but gentle and life-affirming 

command.   

God’s Command 

14His command, you well 

know, is to love your brother and 

sister as you love yourself, to lay 

down your life for your friend, for 

in laying down your life you take 

up his life, which gives you life 

again.  15Your life is in the image 

he has for you, not in your own 

image, which only constrains and 

condemns you.  16Your life is in 

his image because he first 

imagined you and then brought 

you into being to be whom he 

imagined, your greatest self, great 

because in his image.  17When you 

submit to his will for you, you 

take on the character that he 

conceives for you, a character that 

fits his eternal dwelling for you. 

18To dwell with him eternally, 

you must be of his character, not 

of your own making, for only he 
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rules his kingdom, and only his 

kingdom is the paradise that you 

seek.  19You must let go of your 

own imagining for who you will 

be and what you will become, in 

favor of the infinitely greater 

imagining of your God and 

Savior.   

A Savior’s Sacrifice 

5 This sacrifice of your 

imagined self in favor of God’s 

created reality is the truth with 

which your people and the people 

of other rich lands struggle.  2You 

win the rich person’s struggle 

only through the Savior who gave 

up all riches to serve you with his 

life, so that you may accept his 

life to serve others with your life.  
3But you must win the struggle 

here, in this, your only, life.  4The 

Lord tells us that the rich man 

Lazarus tried to return for his life-

giving water, and when he could 

not, to warn his living brothers 

and sisters, but he could not.  
5You cannot return with a second 

life, either, and any warning you 

wish to give, you must give now, 

while you have the life and breath 

to give it.   

6So continue your witness to 

your incomparable Savior.  6Tell 

often and articulately of your 

Savior’s sacrifice, but above all, 

tell the gospel in the word and 

Spirit.  7Give to others the life-

giving water that you received 

from Jesus Christ, and on which 

you continue to draw, from his 

wells of salvation.  8When others 

are unable to do so for 

themselves, you lower the empty 

pail and lift the full bucket so that 

they may drink to their full 

satisfaction.  9Let them eat of the 

body and drink of the blood of the 

One whose life sustains them not 

just for a day or fortnight but 

forever. 

A Life’s Mission 

10This mission of yours 

among your coastal hills, inland 

valleys, and interior mountain 

ranges is also our mission, 

perhaps for you only dotted here 

and there within the complex 

culture of your great metropolises, 

like your preserved museum 

missions.  11Yet let this mission of 

yours and ours not be a museum 

to a dead faith, an ancient 

mythical savior, but instead alive 

and active, as witness to the living 

Lord who reigns at his Father’s 

hand and whose Spirit carries us.  
12No force of philosophy or 

culture is greater than the living 

God’s Spirit.  13To carry out the 

Lord’s mission, we have the 

Spirit’s power that others cannot 

even imagine. 
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14Rely, then, on the Spirit of 

God for your power and witness.  
15Do not be timid in telling of how 

the Lord turned you from sin and 

gave you a holiness not of your 

self-help making but of his own 

making.  16Invite the Spirit into 

your churches through holiness, 

prayer, and worship, until his light 

shines across your lands like the 

holy beacon whom he is, steering 

all to the one Lord.  17Pursue his 

mission, and he will continue to 

pursue you, to welcome you into 

the place he has prepared for you, 

far better than your beautiful lands 

of milk, meat, and honey. 

Far from Holiness 

6 In every populated land, 

yours no exception, nor ours any 

exception, too, humankind leaves 

evidence of its fallenness.  2God 

judged and condemned Sodom for 

its sexual sin, and God equally 

judged and condemned Gomorrah.  
3Yet Jesus also warned that God 

would judge more harshly than 

Sodom and Gomorrah those in 

other towns and villages who 

reject the ones, like you, who 

carry the good news of God’s 

coming kingdom.   

4Do you have depraved 

districts where people pursue 

sexual sin that would have 

ashamed the conscienceless 

sinners of Sodom and Gomorrah?  

Let God judge them.  5Yet do you 

also have cities that believe 

themselves to have morals higher 

than your own but that reject 

God’s kingdom, your gospel 

message?  6You may justly shake 

the dust off your shoes as you 

leave those places to their own, 

but pray nonetheless for their 

swift repentance, for their 

punishment will certainly come.   

7Only keep yourselves from 

their practices.  Times have not 

changed in the way that they 

argue.  8What God creates, he 

does not uncreate, does not 

contradict or deprive of existence, 

for God is not a human that he 

would change his mind or lie.  
9And what God creates is good, 

not twisted, corrupted, or 

distorted.  10Confusion is the 

devil’s playground, and 

contradicting God his favorite 

deadly ploy.  11What was, 

remains, and what is, once was for 

God to declare.  12Do not listen to 

those who spin attractive new 

ethics that are only very old lies, 

spun to justify their corruption.   

Seeking Holiness 

13Yet you are holy, not that 

you always were, but that God has 

made you so in his Son, set apart 

for God’s own pure eyes.  14You 

do not glory in your shame, which 
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the Son has put far off for you, but 

instead seek the pure.  15You lift 

your eyes heavenward, where you 

see in the Son’s glory your 

Father’s own honor.  16You see a 

Son so pure that his eyes are like 

the fire of rubies, his skin gleams 

like bronze, and his clothes shine 

white like the sun.  17You must 

turn your gaze from him and 

shield your eyes just to avoid 

having your senses, mind, and 

emotions utterly overcome.  18And 

yet he attracts you with the power 

of an unquenchable passion, so 

that you wish at every moment to 

turn your gaze full on him again. 

7 Your desire to know Jesus, 

to live in and through him, is what 

washes you clean each day from 

the native dirt and sinful scum 

swirling all around you, that 

brokenness which was once in 

you.  2He has picked you off the 

dung heap onto which your birth 

in sin threw you, washed you 

from head to toe, perfumed you 

with the scent of heaven, and 

given you white clothes that 

gleam like his own, spotless.  
3This new you, holy you, 

transformed you, is the person on 

whom God the Father looks when 

he sees you as his adopted child, 

brother or sister of his Son Jesus 

Christ.  4You appear to him as his 

Son appears to him, the Father 

also gives you a place of honor in 

his kingdom. 

A Glimpse of Heaven 

5Why do many people in your 

lands, as do many in our own 

lands, not see what they have 

available to them in the life, 

sacrifice, and resurrection of the 

Son?  6Who or what hides the 

Son’s glory, the Father’s honor, 

and your participation in both, 

from them?  7If they could but 

catch one glimpse of him, as I 

have caught such glimpses, less 

sensed than experienced, less 

recorded than known, then they 

would surely drop everything else 

they hold in exchange for him.  
8They would do as you and I have 

done, as those in our fellowships 

do, which is to worship him with 

joy, submit to his will gladly, and 

urge those who do not yet know 

him to join us in eternity. 

9Hold onto your memory of 

him.  10Set your marker stones, 

choose a festival day, or do other 

solemn thing so that you do not 

forget that he showed himself to 

you.  11He does not reveal himself 

to you to trick or entertain you, to 

impress you or make a show of 

himself, but to turn you to him 

and transform you.  12He will also 

not reveal himself more than he 

must, will not force you to 

encounter him, but instead invites 
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you, pursues you gently, until 

judgment day, when he reveals 

all.  13Catch your glimpse of his 

heaven when he shows it to you, 

and then hold onto it, which is to 

hold onto him.  14And when you 

can hold no longer, remember that 

he never lets you go.   

15Have these few words 

softened your hearts toward us, 

that we might hear from you and 

learn of your witness?  16I have 

not pushed you away, have I?  

Our only desire is for you, for 

your good, that we would 

celebrate together in heaven.  
17Pray for us, as we pray for you.   

Toil and Trouble 

8 And indeed, we do pray for 

you, especially when we hear of 

your ravaging droughts, 

mudslides, fires, and floods, as 

you struggle to protect and keep 

your farms, shops, and 

homesteads.  2Your land’s beauty 

deceives us.  You live in no Eden.  
3God put man in Eden’s garden to 

work and care for it.  4When 

serpent woman deceived and man 

followed into deception, God held 

the ground cursed from man’s 

disobedience.  5Your lands often 

show man’s curse, that man’s 

consequential toil and trouble 

should always on earth haunt and 

spoil God’s created bounty and 

beauty.   

6But God hears prayer.  Your 

faith that God still provides, and 

that he will honor your faithful 

perseverance, heartens us, 

showing us again that God not 

only hears but also answers 

prayer.  7And so we pray again 

when hearing word of your 

earthquakes and pestilences, and 

the hardship that you face because 

of them.  8God is not punishing 

you through natural disasters.  

Sin, and its broken world, simply 

have continual consequences.  
9God is instead with you, we trust 

from his word and know from 

your recovery.   

10We also grieve with you 

when we hear of the violence 

among your people, in shootings, 

beatings, burnings, bombings, 

explosions, and riots.  11People 

everywhere manufacture causes to 

commit all kinds of evil against 

one another.  12Your poor hide in 

desperate homes along dangerous 

streets, while your rich build walls 

around armed compounds to shut 

out the violence.  13Murders rise 

among youths living in the streets, 

and violence even plagues homes 

and marriages.  14Have people of 

our day no real need for God and 

his strict commandments?  15Have 

they so far matured in their human 
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spirits, so far grown in their moral 

capacity, that they can rule 

themselves in peace and order? 

God’s Heart 

16You know better because 

you have heard, studied, and 

accepted the word of God.  17You 

know the hearts of men when 

freed of the influence of their 

maker, which is no freedom but 

enslavement to the flesh and its 

sin.  18The human heart hates and 

deceives, but the heart of God 

loves and restores.  19You seek 

God’s heart, and in doing so, he 

gives you a heart for his law.  
20You follow his commands 

barely even knowing them 

because your heart yearns for 

God, a soft heart that beats for 

your brothers and sisters, too, as it 

beats for God.  21Man’s heart is 

stone, barely beating at all, while 

God’s heart bleeds for the human 

heart, that each person would once 

again love God. 

9 Those of our fellowship 

carry Christ’s heart.  2We groan 

for one another, that each would 

receive and hold Christ, and so in 

Christ, God would restore.  3Your 

churches are Christ’s heart in love 

for your brothers and sisters, just 

as they are Christ’s hands and feet 

in others’ service, his eyes and 

ears discovering others’ needs, 

and even his mind to organize and 

administer the fellowship for the 

good of all.  4You are Christ’s 

body, as Christ is the head, united 

in life, mission, and cause.  5We, 

too, are Christ’s body, united with 

you in eternal fellowship.  6May 

our hearts beat together as God’s 

heart beats, with love for all. 

7I have spared you few words, 

given you plenty, so that you may 

know our heart for you and know 

our prayers and concerns.  8Find 

no offense in these words but only 

the heart of God.  9His heart is one 

of peace and contentment, yet not 

sad peace or crushed contentment, 

but joyful, exuberant, buoyant, 

full, overflowing, and glad.  10Let 

our joy pour over you and 

encourage you, for we share only 

the oil of joy, God’s Spirit, who 

brings you tidings in which you 

should exult.  11God gives us 

cause for exultation, exuberance, 

celebration, in the eternal life that 

he promises in his Son.  12You and 

we share that promise in our faith 

fellowship, even though we desire 

more word from you.  13Our hearts 

yearn for you.  14Let us hear soon, 

and bring us much good news.  

Amen.
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To the fellowship of the 

nation’s great mountain 

range, your cities tucked 

among the steeply rising foothills.  
2From your brothers and sisters of 

the great lakes fellowship, your 

friends and fellows in Christ.  3We 

cherish our warm visits with you, 

the Lord’s peace and joy that you 

share with us.  4Our hearts leap on 

our approach to you, across your 

beautiful plains, when first we spy 

those soaring peaks, through the 

horizon’s haze.  5That first 

startling glimpse of such 

magnificence calls to mind for us 

the Lord’s own approach, though 

his glory be far the greater than 

even your spectacular peaks.  
6Look skyward, look up, our dear 

friends, for our Lord indeed 

approaches.  7Our hearts join with 

yours in eager readiness for the 

Lord’s soon return.  Amen. 

Obstacles to Joy 

8See how the thought of you, 

the love that we share in the Lord, 

makes our hearts soar?  9Why are 

we not so exuberant more often?  
10This challenge is ours, that 

enemies still occupy our hearts.  
11The heart holds but one love at a 

time.  12We are small and broken 

vessels.  13If only we had room for 

more, while holding what we 

already have in the Lord.  14But 

our hearts leak the abundant joy 

that the Spirit supplies us, leaving 

us little to compete with the sin 

that tempts the heart.  15Our 

hearts, always deceptive and 

untrustworthy, find many 

obstacles to more of the Spirit’s 

joy.  16Oh, Lord, remove our heart 

of flesh, and give us each a new 

heart, your heart of holiness, that 

we may remain close to you, to 

experience your overflowing joy. 

1 
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2 What are these heart 

enemies, and who dares send them 

in?  2The Lord desires that we 

walk in celebration of his grace, 

anticipating our own resurrection, 

carrying only his lightest burden.  
3And yet too often, the heart finds 

itself bound, slave again to anger, 

bitterness, jealousy, and rage.  
4Anger stirs the heart against not 

only peace and rest, but against 

hope and confidence, frustrating 

those strong inclinations toward 

faith.  5Anger stoked, as the heart 

stokes any emotion, good or bad, 

then turns to rage.  6The heart has 

no way of regulating emotion, 

only feeding itself.  7Whatever 

emotion it holds, it fosters more of 

the same.  8The Spirit, though, 

reminds and regulates, not from a 

heart of flesh, but from Christ’s 

new heart.   

The Peril of Guilt 

9When anger festers, by Satan 

fed, and Spirit unchecked, it 

produces other heart evils, like 

guilt, jealousy, and greed.  10Guilt, 

far from serving conscience, 

instead compounds every sin.  
11Faith’s great revelation is that 

guilt does not lead to repentance 

but to turning away from the 

Lord.  12God knew that he must 

first free humans of guilt, if the 

human heart were to accomplish 

anything else.  13Jesus’s mercy 

and grace, his great work of 

redemption on the horrible cross, 

was God’s spectacular solution.  
14Though exquisitely expensive, 

no less of a solution would do.  
15Guilt assuaged by grace, the 

human heart starts anew.  16Satan 

must draw the follower away from 

the cross, if his wiles within the 

heart of flesh are their awful work 

to do. 

3 Guilt unchecked leads not 

to repentance but to jealousy.  
2Guilt weighs down the heart 

without solution.  3Pretending to 

serve as a positive conscience, and 

thus mistakenly embraced as 

good, guilt instead does nothing 

but condemn.  4Guilt does not 

point us to Jesus but to Satan, 

though Satan, ever the deceiver, 

wears angel disguise.  5Guilt 

leaves the conclusion that we can 

never be good enough for Jesus, 

when instead he is always more 

than good enough for us.  6These 

tricks are the work of the great 

deceiver, which is why the saints 

must always show the lost 

Christ’s abundant grace.  7Grace 

condemns guilt, freeing the guilt-

oppressed sinner.  8God knew the 

heart solution and supplied it 

royally in Jesus. 

9If one doesn’t check guilt, 

welcoming Christ’s grace and his 

consoling Spirit, then soon guilt 
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produces jealousy.  10Weighted by 

guilt and without apparent 

solution, one sees others who, 

though equally sinners, appear 

light hearted and free.  11The guilt-

ridden heart deceives the mind 

into perceiving an inherent 

favoritism, sure injustice, the seed 

of jealousy.  12What others appear 

to have, the heart desires for its 

own, telling the mind that the 

bearer is unjustly deprived, 

though just as deserving.  
13Jealousy taken deep root, it then 

produces greed.  14To even the 

supposed scale, tipped unduly in 

alleged favoritism, one would take 

what one can for oneself, no 

matter the right or merit.  15Anger 

leads to guilt, which fosters 

jealousy, which stokes greed.  
16Joy has no room in the heart, 

when the heart fills with roiling 

emotions. 

4 The heart of flesh works 

deceptively in just these ways.  
2But Christ gives us a new heart of 

his Spirit.  3No one cures the heart 

of flesh, although that hopeless 

effort is exactly what many pursue 

in their godless programs.  4God 

instead knew that improving on an 

imperfect heart is a useless 

approach.  5One doesn’t turn a 

cow into a horse or a pigeon into 

an eagle.  6Reform only succeeds 

when built on a sufficient 

foundation.  7God thus gave us a 

new heart of his Spirit.  8The 

Spirit does not feed the flesh, for 

to do so merely produces more 

flesh.  9The Spirit feeds our 

spirits, that holy place God set 

apart for him.  10Nothing enters 

the human spirit other than 

spiritual things.  11When a person 

accepts the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Holy Spirit possesses the human 

spirit, letting in no other.  12The 

follower need then only live by 

the spirit rather than the flesh. 

13These reflections, your 

grand mountain visions produce.  
14We wish to live with the 

mountains ever before us, 

reminding us of the Lord’s great 

leaps, bounding across mountains.  
15To live with a mountain vision is 

to live in the spirit rather than the 

flesh, 16for in mountains the flesh 

only sees obstacles, whereas the 

spirit sees the Lord.  17Our hearts 

weigh us down with obstacles, if 

we live in the flesh.  18But we 

instead receive the Lord’s Spirit in 

a new heart, pursuing the Lord’s 

joy.  19We celebrate with you 

these mountain visions, this living 

in the spirit that gives us such joy.  
20The Lord desires our joy, even 

as we desire him.  21We hope to 

visit you again soon, for another 

mountain vision.  22May the Lord 

be with you always.  Amen. 
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Holding to Sensibilities 

To the Lord’s fellowship 

among seaports along the 

eastern sound, among 

fishermen, farmers, and 

metropolis laborers.  2From the 

great-lakes fellowship, your 

brothers and sisters in the Lord.  
3Your region reminds us of the 

Lord’s own home by the sea, 

where he taught, healed, and fed 

many, while plots abounded in the 

nearby capitol city.  4Hold fast to 

your godly sensibilities, resisting 

the ungodly influences of 

Gotham.  5Keep to your roots in 

the Lord.  6Disregard those who 

do not believe you worthy of the 

world.  7The world is not your 

home. 

8You have God’s heart, the 

substance of the divine.  9You 

know that you are more than 

stardust, more than a descendant 

of the lagoon.  10You know 

yourself to be God’s own creation, 

more so, made in his image.  
11You know that Jesus Christ, God 

incarnate, walked the earth, 

revealing God’s own image.  
12These truths are your sensibility, 

rooting you in the word of God.  
13You know his desires, expressed 

in his word, because you study his 

word so that the Spirit may plant 

it deep in your heart.  14Jesus pulls 

you together to make you sound, 

worthy of heaven, when the world 

would pull you asunder and leave 

you for dead.  15Hold fast to this 

truth that you know, and you will 

hold fast to your mind and soul. 

Sightings of God 

2 We look around us to see in 

creation, evidence of the Creator, 

whose heart we pursue.  2The sea 

leviathans that your ancestors 

hunted reveal his majesty.  3The 

1 
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ocean’s roar along your coasts 

reveals his power.  4Your 

manicured farms remind us of his 

peace.  5The rich commerce that 

pulses around your region reminds 

us of his purpose and provision.  
6Yet these impressive sightings 

are but glimmers of God, whose 

full revelation in the person of 

Jesus Christ is so much greater.  
7God’s word gives us his full 

revelation, from Christ the Creator 

to Christ the returning King of 

kings. 

8We have a sighting of God 

every time that we see his Spirit 

bear witness, through the life of a 

saint, to Christ’s glory.  9God 

moves when a firefighter rescues 

a child from a burning building, in 

sacrifice of the rescuer’s own 

safety.  10God moves again when a 

mother lays aside her desires so 

that she can care for her family, 

and a father lays aside his rest so 

that he can, for the same family, 

provide.  11God moves again when 

the physician treats the patient and 

again when the nurse aids the 

patient back to full health.  
12Every good and sufficient thing 

that we witness on earth is of the 

Lord.  13God leaves his handprint 

on us all, each of us to bear 

witness to his glory. 

The Body of Christ 

3 These small acts of 

sacrificial love the body of Christ, 

the church, magnifies.  2What one 

person accomplishes in the Spirit 

of sacrifice, many persons 

together multiply.  3We gather in 

fellowship to nurture the Spirit, 

for the Spirit to send and go.  
4Linger in fellowship, if 

necessary, lingering long.  5Do 

nothing without the Spirit, for all 

apart from Christ amounts to 

nothing.  6Wait for the Spirit, and 

when the Spirit comes, then go.  
7Go straight to where the Spirit 

sends you, not stopping, 

distracted, along the way.  8And 

do as the Spirit instructs you, no 

less or more.  9In this way, by 

prayer and discernment, the body 

of Christ pursues the work of 

Christ, which is to love with 

God’s purpose. 

10Christ loves, and so his body 

loves, not for pleasure, nor to 

manipulate or impress.  11Christ 

loves, and so his body loves, to 

point heavenward to the Father, to 

glorify God.  12Christ loves, and 

so his body loves, to save souls 

who would join the Father in 

worship.  13Christ loved, to save 

the world, through his blood, his 

impeccable grace, and his 

resurrection.  14Christ restores all 

things in resurrection, 

transforming anew, just as the 
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church currently labors for God’s 

restoration.  15The body of Christ 

serves the head who is Christ.  
16And the head, Christ, serves his 

Father, magnifying his Father’s 

glory and honor.   

Witness for Christ 

4 Bear witness to the love of 

Christ and his Father’s glory.  2A 

witness tells the truth, just as the 

witness saw, on personal 

observation.  3To testify, a witness 

must have personal knowledge.  
4A witness must have foundation 

for the facts to which the witness 

testifies.  5Christ is our 

foundation.  6We testify to 

Christ’s love from our personal 

knowledge.  7No testimony is 

valid unless it relates that which 

the witness experienced 

personally.  8We have experienced 

Christ in person, through his 

Spirit.  9We testify not to 

philosophy, theory, or doctrine but 

only to that which we know and 

see, from experience.   

10Our witness is that Christ 

rose from the dead.  11We testify 

to his resurrection because in 

Christ we have experienced the 

living God.  12Christ has moved 

our hearts and minds to new 

creation.  13We no longer think in 

confusion as we once thought, nor 

do we live in sin as we once lived.  

14The sanctification that we 

personally experience, freeing us 

from our former sin, and to which 

we now testify, is the work of the 

resurrected Christ.  15Make your 

witness sure.  16God does not call 

a witness to lie but instead to tell 

the truth.  17When you tell the 

truth, act like you are telling the 

truth.  18Stop acting like you are 

lying when you are instead telling 

the truth.  19Only a liar hides his 

thoughts.  20One who thinks the 

truth, speaks the truth. 

Consistency in Speech 

5 We do not witness only to 

certain persons whom we identify 

as needing the truth.  2All persons 

need to hear the truth, those who 

have heard it before and accepted 

it, those who have heard it before 

and rejected it, and those who 

have not heard it.  3We cannot 

always know, among all people, 

who has heard the truth, and who 

has accepted or rejected it.  4That 

is why we always speak the truth, 

to all persons, to make our witness 

sure.  5We speak consistently 

about the Lord, in all settings, to 

all people, although we may speak 

differently to suit our hearers.  6To 

communicate, we must speak in a 

language that our hearers 

understand.  7We listen carefully 

to others, to learn what they 
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understand, and we then speak to 

what they understand. 

8Was the Lord ever 

inconsistent?  Did the Lord ever 

fail to speak as his Father spoke?  
9We do as the Lord did, making 

our message consistent.  10Our 

message is the Lord’s message, 

the good news of Jesus Christ.  
11You share our witness to the 

good news, which is why we 

share in the Lord’s fellowship.  
12Christ’s body, the church, must 

be consistent in its speech, 

speaking only as the Spirit speaks, 

even while members speak in 

different languages to reach their 

hearers.  13We cherish that you 

speak with us, the same gospel 

message as that which Jesus 

Christ spoke.  14Glory to the 

Father that we share witness to the 

Son Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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First in All Things 

Greetings to the fellowship of 

the first state, from your 

brothers and sisters among the 

great lakes.  2You are first in our 

hearts, first in our thoughts, and 

first in our prayers, though we 

might say the same to your sister 

fellowships, for we always keep 

the Lord’s people before us.  3That 

you are first does not mean that 

others cannot also be so, for in the 

Lord, all may be first, or does he 

say that the first may be last and 

last first?  4You are never last with 

us, for we hold all brothers and 

sisters dear, more so than we 

regard ourselves.  5So put us last 

and let you be first, our fellowship 

holds, when we consider your 

circumstances and needs.   

6The Lord’s way, we know, is 

not the world’s way, nor does the 

world proceed as does the Lord.  
7The world may be about firsts, 

but the Lord has a different way, a 

higher way, of treating firsts.  
8The world puts itself first, taking 

the seat of honor, while the Lord 

would have us take the low seat, 

letting the host call us to the place 

of honor.  9The world would have 

us run its race to beat the 

competition, while the Lord 

would have us run his race to win, 

where all who love him win.  
10The Lord has a way of putting us 

first in all his things, as he poured 

out his blood for each of us, when 

the world has a way of putting 

itself first. 

11So indeed, you who were the 

nation’s first, we honor you for 

showing the nation its way 

forward, for making of itself a 

people of faith, from the first.  
12To be first in faith takes the 

Lord’s courage, a strength that 

only his Spirit provides.  13We 

1 
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celebrate with you that you were 

first in one thing, that we should 

show the Lord’s faith in 

nationhood, a people seeking God 

in the way that he called them.  
14Yet we want you first in all 

things that have to do with the 

heart of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

15So be first in love for him 

who loved you first, before your 

mother knew that she had 

conceived you.  16Be first in 

service to your Lord who served 

you with his very life.  17Be first 

to share with others how your 

Lord rescued you from death to 

life everlasting, the joy from 

which you should also be the first 

to show.  18Be first to seek and do 

the Lord’s will, wherever he 

might send you to carry his good 

news, and first to forgive those 

who offend you as you go.  19Be 

first to confess, first to warn, and 

first to ask forgiveness, only be 

last to forsake your Lord, indeed, 

forsake him not at all. 

A Form of Righteousness 

2 These last days warrant the 

warning to hold fast to the Lord.  
2The prophet Isaiah foretold these 

days when seven women, the 

church of our day, would claim 

the name of one man, the Lord, 

but would eat their own food and 

wear their own clothes.  3And so 

is the church’s challenge this day, 

that so many people heed their 

own words rather than feed on 

God’s word, which is the only real 

food.  4So many churches make 

their own righteousness, choosing 

to authorize this or that, rather 

than wear the clothing that the 

Lord made clean with his own 

blood.   

5In God’s kingdom, under his 

authority, in his will, 

righteousness takes only one 

form, which is relationship with 

him that his Son earned for all.  
6No church can make its own 

righteousness, no matter how hard 

its members try, or how special 

their efforts may make them feel.  
7No church can feed its members 

with popular philosophies to get 

any closer to God.  8God’s word 

plus anything of human origin is 

less than God’s word alone.   

9So we enjoin you in your 

churches not to go the way of the 

mass of humanity, after this or 

that popular thing, pursuing 

numbers by pursuing the crowd.  
10The Spirit gives life to the 

church, speaking into its leaders 

the things of God, to which the 

people of faith respond.  11Pursue 

the Spirit in full embrace of the 

word of God.  12People of faith 

recognize authoritative 

instruction, coming from the word 
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of God.  13Feed your churches rich 

helpings of scripture, your 

preachers and teachers always 

deeply in the word of God.  14Do 

not bake your own bread, but eat 

the Lord’s bread from his own 

hand, and you will find your 

church satisfied. 

15The word of God is your 

nourishment and your protection 

against your one enemy.  
16Meditate on it frequently, letting 

it stop your hunger, warm your 

flesh, and soothe your bones.  
17Hide God’s word deep in your 

heart, which means to memorize 

and recall it by the sure exercise 

of your steady will, aided by 

God’s Spirit.  18Your reliance on 

God’s word restores your 

righteousness, putting you in 

proper relationship with our holy 

God.   

Living Parables 

3 The fellowship here has a 

question for you, about which our 

hope is that you quickly respond.  
2We know that our Lord taught in 

parables, stories the symbolic 

meanings of which revealed 

deeper truths, as the Lord 

explained to his disciples.  3And 

we know that our Lord said 

nothing that his Father did not 

first say, so that we know that the 

scriptures that our Lord fulfilled 

also used symbolic imagery.  4We 

read the scriptures with such 

excitement in part because we 

discover with surprise and delight 

these deeper meanings. 

5Our question, though, is 

whether you think that the Lord 

brings symbolic imagery into our 

lives today to suggest deeper 

truths, not just through scripture 

but with events, guiding us by 

living parable.  6Are we to read 

ordinary events and circumstances 

today as the Spirit leading us to 

the Father’s deeper truths?  7What 

wonder we might then see, if in 

seeds and bread, birds and rain, oil 

and flame, and other things that 

we daily encounter, we were to 

learn from the Spirit, of the 

Father’s love.   

8I might add my own question 

to that of the brothers and sisters 

here, which is whether our own 

lives are living parables from 

which others may learn.  9How 

much the Spirit might then show 

us, if we were to draw such deeper 

truths from the lives and actions 

today of governors and kings, 

farmers and shopkeepers, wives 

and mistresses, youths and tax 

collectors.  10I urge you to 

consider these questions, to 

discern in the Spirit, and then to 

share, what you may.   
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11God fills the world with his 

wonders, though he is not in the 

things that he creates.  12We are 

not animists, believing that 

created things have spirits that we 

should fear or worship.  13God 

breathed his spirit into us, not into 

flocks and forests, and gave us to 

work, rule, and steward those 

things.  14Yet we see evidence of 

God and his character and desires 

in the things that he creates, 

including ourselves, for he made 

us in his image.   

15Perhaps these reminders will 

help you answer the questions I 

have posed to you, for my 

brothers and sisters, and on my 

own behalf.  16We have much to 

learn from one another, and much 

to teach, when the teaching and 

learning involve the Lord.  17Share 

with us what God’s word has 

recently taught you, and we will 

share with you what his Spirit has 

revealed to us about the same 

scriptures.  18The Spirit 

communicates nothing but what 

the Father first says, just as the 

Son did likewise.   

4 We join again with you in 

joyous body, the church, of which 

Jesus Christ is the head, and we 

are the body’s members, each 

doing our own part, no member 

greater than another.  2If you were 

the first members of our nation’s 

body, and we came later in 

westward flow, then respect us not 

for our claim of priority but for 

our perseverance.  3You were 

once pioneers, too, as we are each 

pioneers in our faith, none gaining 

kingdom entry by birth but only 

by rebirth on confession of the 

good news.  4Each member has 

their role, and all members depend 

on one another, indeed giving 

greater honor to the lesser parts, 

for the greater parts more than 

receive their due.  5We of the 

great-lakes fellowship may be 

your lesser part, but then give us 

your special honor so due. 

6The concerns of the church 

are many, and the responsibilities 

of their leaders many, too.  7Yet 

we find serving the church one’s 

extraordinary privilege, in 

whatever role that we choose, or 

to put it more accurately, in 

whatever role the Lord chooses 

for us.  8We may serve employers 

or governments happily or 

grudgingly, for our better or 

worse, but when we serve the 

Lord, we know that reward will 

come due.  9And the Lord is not 

grudging in giving honor to those 

who serve.  10We do not serve a 

hard master but one who gives 

hundredfold rewards, far more 

than earned, when for what the 
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Lord already paid for us, no 

reward is due.   

11We do not keep a balance 

with the Lord, and we try not 

keeping balances with others, too.  
12The kingdom has its own ledger, 

one that the world would not 

recognize, for God has his own 

measure of fullness in his Son, 

whose complete act of grace 

changed once for all, all measures.  
13And the Son’s full gift is why 

we try not keeping balances with 

others but instead show them the 

grace that the Son showed us, 

using his measure as our own.  
14We take on his likeness, more 

and more, as we draw closer to 

him in submission, approaching 

his throne. 

15Share this letter with your 

churches, as we will share with 

ours your own news, for together 

we always bear good news, that of 

the rich and free salvation of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  16Thanking 

you for showing the way, and 

praying that you keep to the way, 

we are yours in the grace of Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 
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Father, Son, and Spirit 

The Lord Jesus Christ reigns 

at the right hand of the Father, 

in whom Christ dwelt from 

before time began, and who, 

through Christ, spoke all into 

existence.  2We are the Father’s 

image, made in the likeness of the 

Son, who reflects his Father’s 

glory for all to witness, revealing 

the Father.  3The Son, who is our 

brother of the inheritance, is the 

Father’s glory, his one and only 

offspring, not created like Adam 

but creator God, in and with the 

Father.   

4God is Spirit, whom the Son 

sent as witness to the Father’s 

love for the Son and the love of 

Father and Son for their creation, 

you for whom the Son died.  5The 

Son sent the Spirit for your 

adoption, that although the Father 

has but one offspring, the Son, 

through the Son the Father might 

have many adopted children, 

children not of natural birth but of 

the promise.   

The Lord’s Covenant 

6The promise is that in the 

Son you have eternal life with the 

Father, whose covenant is your 

only escape from your created 

state, your path to divinity.  7For 

the divine cannot countenance the 

common, the holy cannot endure 

the corrupt.  8You cannot look on 

God with the eyes of one who 

does not see his divine movement, 

who does not hear his Holy Spirit, 

who does not know God as the 

Lord to obey.  9You cannot escape 

a prison the walls of which you do 

not touch, the sentence of which 

you have not heard passed.   

1 
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10Admit your needful state so 

that you may embrace God’s 

covenant to receive your holy 

inheritance, the gift for which God 

made you, to honor him while 

receiving your heavenly reward.  
11You may think yourself holy 

when you are common, may think 

yourself good when you are 

corrupt, for none is good but the 

One whom God sent to fulfill 

truth and define goodness.  
12Foster the good confession.  

Know your need of Christ.  13Ask 

that God restore you as witness to 

the glory of his Son, who glorifies 

his Father in heaven. 

Persevere in the Lord 

14As you near your earthly 

end, your assigned ministry’s 

natural end, which none know but 

all approach, remain steadfast that 

you may have your full reward, 

the Lord to know you.  
15Experience is no excuse for 

weariness, age no excuse for 

sloth.  16Hone your testimony so 

that you wear your years like the 

saints.  Practice your witness, but 

above all, 17treasure our beloved 

friend, the Spirit of Holiness, 

whom Christ sent to restore you.  

In him you have all you need. 

18He is your vision when your 

eyes grow dim, your light when 

your night grows dark.  19He is 

your strength when your muscles 

quiver and fail, and your structure 

when your frail bones creak and 

break.  20The Spirit steers your 

straight course when your steps 

wander and holds you upright 

when your balance tips.  21He is 

your guide past the despair of 

aging to the glory of the Lord’s 

light, growing brighter as your 

day of joining him nears.   

22Do you sense the Lord’s 

approaching life?  Is your heart 

ever more eager to embrace him?  
23Have the confidence of your 

witness.  24Share with us the joy 

that each day brings us closer to 

the Lord, closer to our own 

resurrection in transformed body, 

closer to our kingdom home that 

the Lord prepares for us.  25Smile 

on your children and neighbors no 

matter how weary the body, how 

tired the soul, for your joy comes.  
26Your spirit knows the truth that 

body and soul cannot tell you.  
27Jesus is our truth, our 

resurrection joy. 

The Lord’s Protection 

2 We pray again for your 

safety, as your season of storms 

nears.  2We hear of your great 

love for the church, how you gave 

everything that you had to shelter 

your coastline brothers and sisters 

in the last storm, and to rebuild 

their fallen sanctuary.  3God stood 
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near you in the storm, as he 

always stands near.  4How often 

he shelters us from threats that we 

do not even see!   

5What matters, though, is that 

he kept your spirit strong from 

season to season, for we don’t 

place our faith in the structures 

that house our gatherings but 

instead in the God whom we 

worship.  6We are his holy temple.  
7We ask that he keep our faith 

strong, no matter what wind and 

water do to our houses, 

workplaces, and places of 

worship.   

8Did our collection for your 

repairs reach you?  9Our lakeshore 

churches were especially generous 

with you.  10They know how you 

struggled to provide for 

yourselves, even as you continued 

the Lord’s good work.  11May God 

strengthen you to finish your 

work, both your kingdom labors 

and your efforts to restore your 

businesses and homes.  12I have 

asked the churches here to 

consider again your needs.  13May 

their generosity reflect how 

gracious our Lord is with us. 

Communion in Unity 

3 This question came from 

you to us, about the Lord’s 

intention for your communion, 

eating the body and drinking the 

blood of Christ, 2whether taken 

apart, as Christ offered the 

unleavened bread and wine, or 

dipped together, as has been your 

convenient practice.  3The elders 

here find no guiding word, other 

than some preferring to do as the 

Lord did.  4We therefore think you 

are free to follow your 

consciences on the subject, if you 

place no obstacle before another 

with whose practice you may 

disagree.  5We are one body in 

Christ, in whom traditions and 

practices do not divide us.  6We 

gather, eat, drink, pray, and sing 

to one Lord, whose concern is far 

greater for our unity than over our 

conventions. 

7Do you pray when you 

gather?  Then pray in the Lord’s 

name.  8Do you teach?  Then 

teach as the Lord taught, guided 

by his Spirit.  9Do you sing hymns 

and spiritual songs?  Then sing to 

the Lord, whose pleasure you 

seek.  10Do not let your gifts 

divide you.  11If one is a teacher, 

then teach with the humility of 

one blessed instead to sing.  12If 

another is a singer and musician, 

then sing and play with the 

humility of one blessed instead to 

pray in the Spirit.  13And if 

another has the Spirit to pray, then 

pray in secret so that your gift 
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does not become your idol and 

interfere with your worship. 

14I commend to you all good 

practices.  15We do not earn our 

salvation.  Christ accomplished all 

for us, indeed despite us, as we 

must constantly recall.  16Yet 

when you maintain order in your 

gatherings, especially in your 

common worship, you avoid 

undermining the faith of your 

weaker brothers and sisters.   

17Let the Spirit go joyfully 

among you.  18Restrain yourself 

not in teaching, prophecy, 

encouragement, service, or love 

for the Lord, but only as you see 

your liberty offending the 

sensibility of others who express 

their passion for the Lord 

differently than you do.  19To 

offend a brother or sister 

needlessly is not to love the Lord.  
20We love the Lord when we serve 

our weaker brother and sister, 

honoring them as we would have 

them worship the Lord. 

An Elder’s Wisdom 

4 We send many of our elders 

to you.  Keep them warm, cared 

for, and encouraged, yes, but also 

fan their flame of fire for the 

Lord.  2Just because they have 

completed their service here does 

not mean that they are done 

working for the Lord, that they 

have completed their earnest 

ministry.  3They have much left to 

accomplish for you and with you, 

and for themselves and their Lord. 

4The younger men and women 

need much from the elders, 

although neither younger nor elder 

always recognize the need.  5Do 

you worship youth too much?  
6When you make an idol of youth, 

you lose the wisdom that comes 

from long service in the Lord, 

long submission to the Spirit.  7Do 

you make an idol of your flesh, of 

the shape and attraction of your 

bodies, warmed on the sand in the 

sun?  8When you worship the 

flesh, your spirit recedes, and your 

soul dies as the flesh dies.   

9Nothing good comes from 

the flesh.  10Care for your bodies 

so that you may serve one another 

in the Spirit of the Lord.  11Do not 

pursue that which no excess can 

satisfy.  12Nothing sates the flesh, 

which instead grows hungrier with 

every meal, with every 

satisfaction, until nothing is left 

but to worship the flesh as your 

idol.  13You know better, that you 

died to the flesh when you 

accepted the Savior’s rescue.  
14Your flesh continues its 

insatiable cravings, but the Spirit 

of Christ who lives in you turns 

you from indulging those 



Letters to America’s Churches 

 

  49 

 

temptations, which no longer hold 

power over you.   

15When you lived in the flesh, 

you had no power to resist its 

temptations.  16But the Spirit of 

Christ who lives in you gives you 

a sure way out of every 

temptation, and not just that but 

also good reason to pursue that 

way out.  17You no longer live to 

satisfy what your eye pursues, 

your pride needs, and your 

stomach desires.  18You live to 

satisfy our Lord who gives you 

peace, a fullness that your natural 

grasp cannot accomplish.  19Live 

to feed your spirit rather than your 

flesh, and the Spirit of Christ will 

reward you.  20Your flesh is old 

and weary, but your spirit is 

young, needing its nourishment in 

the body and blood of Christ, 

which is to say in the word and 

Spirit. 

A Happy Labor 

5 The saying we hear is that 

time moves slower in the South, 

perhaps lulled by your heat and 

humidity.  2Rather, time is in the 

Lord’s hand, whether fast or slow, 

long or short.  3Just don’t let your 

strong sun and oppressive summer 

heat lead you to indolence.   

4By all means, take your 

leisure, the recreations that draw 

so many of us to visit you.  5The 

Lord is not a hard master, 

weighing you down with heavy 

burdens so that your spirit and 

face sink.  6He instead delights in 

your joy and laughter.  7Revive 

one another with happy pursuits, 

sport, songs, and dancing.  8They 

even called our Lord a glutton and 

drunkard who ate with sinners and 

tax collectors.   

9Just don’t let your fun turn to 

decadence.  10The sins of the flesh 

are but a small turn from the joys 

of healthy recreation.  Vice is no 

substitute for pure and holy 

pleasure.  11We take full joy in the 

Lord, leaving no need for other 

stimulant.  12Let the company of 

fellow believers, those who know 

the Lord and follow his 

wholesome commands, be your 

pleasure.  13Rejoice in the truth, 

always.  Truth is not hard, as 

many suppose, but instead 

pleasurable, as too few realize.  
14Let your ecstasy be in the Word 

rather than the flesh, for the Lord 

gives the best things without limit.   

An Apostle’s Need 

6 We sent apostles to you to 

send into your cities, to live 

among the hopeless and poor.  
2You know their names, which I 

dare not reveal lest Satan accuse 

them falsely in front of those 

infants in the faith to whom they 
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minister.  3Be sure that you are 

supporting their work to the full.  
4They work in a field too rich for 

harvest, that you would lose your 

share when the harvest comes in, 

as it surely will, for the Lord 

never fails in his purposes.  
5Remember that many long for 

such a harvest, which you now 

stand fully to gain, if you will just 

continue to supply the needs of 

those apostles. 

6An apostle has few needs 

because the Lord supplies them 

richly, but one of those few needs 

is to know that they have the 

encouragement of their brothers 

and sisters in the Lord.  7And so 

learn of their ministries.  Listen to 

them when they share the good 

news of confessions that the Spirit 

has won through their loving 

kindness and generous service.  
8Living among the poor and 

hopeless is no ease, although a 

great privilege.  9The Lord’s 

apostles give much, and yet much 

they have also to receive, only 

their reward awaits them in 

heaven.   

10Let them continue in their 

quietly effective work, even as 

you encourage them along their 

way with your financial gifts, too, 

not only your willingness to hear 

of and encourage their brave 

work.  11Our good Shepherd 

pursues so few as one lost sheep, 

as these precious apostles are 

doing among you.  12Their heart 

for the lost is the heart of our 

Lord.  13All heaven rejoices at 

their work, which they do in 

God’s power, the power of the 

Holy Spirit, taking them into 

districts where cautious persons 

fear even to tread, no less to 

witness.  14If only we would all be 

so brave as these fearless apostles.  

What glory we would share in 

heaven! 

Final Instructions 

7 The saints here have much 

more to share with you, and 

doubtless they will when they 

visit you again this year, as they 

always do.  2I urge Denise and her 

sister Martha to travel now, before 

winter comes, and then to spend 

more time with you.  3Their health 

requires it, but they won’t listen, 

believing instead that the Spirit 

has more work for them to do 

here.  4You know how they 

witness to the young mothers, 

saving many lives, and so as the 

Spirit prevents them from 

traveling sooner and staying 

longer, we gladly support their 

tiring work, even as we fear for 

their health.   

5The Spirit makes hardy the 

timid and weak soul.  6Nathan 
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continues to preach God’s word to 

great effect among the 

immigrants, bringing in his own 

harvest among the harvest 

workers.  7These are the same 

immigrants who live among you 

in your harvest seasons.  8But to 

the Lord, all seasons are harvest 

seasons, for his spiritual fruit is 

always ripe for picking.  9God 

plants the seed, the tree grows, 

God ripens the human spirit, and 

we bring in his spiritual harvest.  
10How he smiles on us that we get 

to participate in his great work, in 

his movement and story! 

11Send your prayers 

heavenward for us.  Winter 

comes, but the good work must 

continue.  12Perhaps I will visit 

you next, but if I do, then you 

must promise me that you will not 

burden me in reasoning again with 

Bertrand.  13You know by now 

that he has no ears to hear the 

gospel.  Does he still attend your 

meetings, as he so often troubled 

ours with his disputations?  14Bar 

him from your meetings if you 

must, when he is doing you more 

harm than good.  He may then 

come to his senses, although only 

the Lord knows.   

15Peace be with you.  The 

Lord loves humble service.  

Remember your poor.  16And read 

again my last letter to you.  I’ve 

forgotten what I wrote, which bids 

you more to repeat its message, 

that you also do not forget.  

Amen. 
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Divine Destiny 

Temporary residents we are, 

sojourners together on earth’s 

thin crust, knowing not only 

that we are not long for here but 

also that here is not long for us.  
2All is temporary, we sense, as our 

souls are restless like migratory 

birds and herds in late autumn.  
3We are out of place, creations of 

a wholly different sort, so vastly 

superior to earth’s other life, and 

yet somehow still captives of this 

place, rooted in its foreign soil.   

4We know that we have 

another home in the heart of a 

personal being who is infinitely 

more than we are, one who wishes 

that we call him Father.  5We 

know his desire for us because we 

know the One whom the Father 

calls his Son, whom the Father 

sent to us to reveal the Father.   

6Not only do we know the 

Father through his Son who is the 

Father’s image, but we now have 

a path home to the Father through 

the Son.  7The Father sent the Son 

to us not only to reveal the Father 

whose image is the Son, but also 

to rescue us from our earthly 

mantle, 8this thin crust on which 

we sense an end in both the 

earth’s decay and in our own 

aging. 

9While we are created beings, 

finite in time and place, the Father 

has given us knowledge of his 

eternity, that he existed before 

time and outside of place.  10We 

know the Father as the master of 

time, the originator of place, and 

the author of life, which can have 

proceeded from no other.   

Divine Participation 

11We also know that the 

Father has not relinquished his 

roles, that through his Son he 

continues to govern the universe, 

sustain life, and participate in the 

affairs of humankind and the rest 

of his creation.  12We know some 

1 
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of these truths from his creation, 

which reflects his character, and 

more of these truths from his Son, 

who taught us what the Father 

wished to reveal through him.  
13No lesser being could do as the 

Father has done, which is why we 

call him God and call his Son 

God, too, the two of them as one. 

14God the Father and God the 

Son not only govern, sustain, and 

participate, but they also do not 

leave us lonely.  15God the Father 

decreed that the Son would send 

us God’s Spirit, Father, Son, and 

Spirit as one.  16And the Spirit’s 

descent on humankind, on those 

who loved the Father and Son, 

came to pass.  17We live in the 

Spirit, and the Spirit lives in us, 

God in us, and we in God.  18God 

speaks to us through his Spirit.   

Hearing the Spirit 

2 While many know these 

truths, some still say that they do 

not hear God.  2Their concern is 

over whether they have God’s 

Spirit because they do not hear his 

commands and desires.  3The 

Spirit speaks, but not all who have 

the Spirit hear the Spirit speak.   

4The Spirit lives in those who 

have accepted the Son as their 

only path from sure death to 

equally sure life, eternal life with 

the Father.  5The Son sends the 

Spirit to those who embrace and 

rely on the Son, pouring the Spirit 

from the Father’s heart, dousing 

those who trust the Son.  6God is 

love.  God so loved you that he 

sent his Son to rescue you.  7And 

God is spirit and sent his Spirit 

out of love for you because you 

had fallen far from your divine 

destiny.   

8You had sinned because you 

were born a sinner, and not only 

you, but all humankind, for all 

persons bear the guilt of sin.  9No 

one is perfect like the Father, 

other than the Son who is perfect 

because he comes from the Father.  
10The Son’s perfection is your 

path to the Father because the 

Father let the Son die at the hands 

of humans as a sacrifice for 

humankind’s sin.  11The Son is 

your redemption from sin and 

your path to the Father. 

12Some, though saved through 

the Son and blessed with the 

Spirit, do not hear the Spirit 

because they continue in sin.  
13Confess your sins to the Father, 

be holy as the Father is holy, and 

you will hear the Spirit.  14Some 

do not give as the Father says to 

give, instead grasping things in 

sinful fear and greed.  15They do 

not hear the Spirit because they do 

not listen to the Spirit in 

confidence and generosity.  16If 
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you wish to hear the Spirit as all 

should wish, then stop sinning, 

come out of the world, be holy 

and generous as God is holy and 

generous, and you will hear the 

Spirit.   

17All should wish to hear the 

Spirit because the Spirit tells the 

deep things of God, the things that 

satisfy your soul and fuel your 

holy worship.  18The Spirit shares 

the Father’s heart for the Son and 

for you, comforting you in 

distress, giving you courage when 

facing challenge, and giving you 

wisdom in dealing with the world.  
19The Spirit is also your advocate 

with the Father.  Desire the Spirit, 

who is God. 

Great Commission 

3 I write these things not only 

that you read them but that you 

share them with the other 

churches in your region.  2The Son 

commissioned you as he 

commissioned each of us here to 

share the good news that death is 

not your destiny.   

3You are his watchmen in 

your fortified city’s tower, crying 

out in warning that your people’s 

mortal enemy approaches, as he 

does for each of us.  4Make your 

cry loud, clear, and persistent, as 

watchmen must cry out, and you 

will save yourself, whether you 

save your people or not. 

5And we here know that you 

do share the good news.  6We in 

this shrinking fellowship hear 

your clarion cry from afar, see 

your warning beacon from our 

shores, though your people and 

our people increasingly do not 

listen.  7They are like lemmings 

marching in oblivious unison to 

the cliffs over the sea.   

8They are lost, though they 

think themselves found, think 

themselves rulers of their own 

destiny.  9God has given 

themselves over to their delusion, 

even though they hear your cry, 

having closed their ears to your 

call and their eyes to your 

example.  10For you not only cry 

out but also live as an example 

before them.   

Persevering in Witness 

11You gather joyfully in your 

churches, teaching and caring for 

one another, generous with your 

time and God’s treasures, 

protecting the weak, freeing the 

imprisoned, condemning the 

oppressor.  12You hold your 

tongue against offense, persevere 

with your enemies, and obey the 

authorities, paying your taxes 

honestly even when oppressive.  
13You serve diligently and without 
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complaint as others require for 

their benefit, whether they are part 

of your fellowship or not.   

14And yet they condemn you, 

calling you senseless, ignorant, 

deceived, and dangerous.  
15Though you welcome, love, 

serve, and obey them, they cast 

you out of their schools, councils, 

and courthouses.  16Though you 

offer them a liberty here that they 

have never known and an eternal 

future in paradise, they mock you 

and try to silence you, cut you off, 

and keep your message of love 

from the children. 

17But do not let them 

discourage you because they 

themselves are senseless, 

ignorant, deceived.  18Though they 

wish you dead, they themselves 

are dead and will remain dead 

eternally, if they do not heed your 

Spirit call.  19They are the 

oppressors, not you; their 

foolishness is the danger, not your 

gospel word. 

The True Message 

4 Keep preaching the good 

news in and out of your churches, 

as the Son commissioned you.  
2Do not distort his gospel, dilute 

it, or make poison of it by mixing 

it with pagan forms.  3Keep 

serving the gospel from the 

banquet table on which our Lord 

prepared it, and keep serving its 

full course.   

4Do not hesitate to speak of 

his cross, the frighteningly 

beautiful instrument with which 

he saved the world.  5Do not 

hesitate to speak of the eternal 

glory that his kingdom offers or 

the eternal separation and 

damnation that spurning his offer 

earns.  6Speak with the urgency, 

simplicity, gentleness, and passion 

that his salvation message is due.   

7Speak the truth, yet speak the 

truth in love as the Lord 

demonstrated and commanded it.  
8Feed and heal the sick as you 

teach and preach.  9Share the 

gospel joyfully and generously 

through caring clinics, kitchens, 

schools, shelters, and hospitals 

that honor the Lord.  10Continue 

sharing his world-changing 

message in the world-healing 

ways that testify to his glorious 

salvation. 

11The Lord has given you a 

deep root that will never cease to 

equip you to care for others as you 

share his gospel word.  12The 

Spirit is with you, brothers and 

sisters.  13Do not quench his fire, 

but keep it burning brightly.  Be a 

light to the world.   

14Accept this reminder and 

exhortation in the generous spirit 
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in which I have written it.  15And 

do not hesitate to write me back 

with your own gospel word.  16I 

am in chains of a sort for the 

Lord, not the chains of a literal 

jailer but of a kind I do not 

understand.  17Only the Lord is 

good, and I trust him that he has 

me bound for his profit.  18Perhaps 

if I were free, I would have 

proceeded along a path that would 

have taken me from him.  19Then 

my prayer is that I may remain in 

chains, not only for you and the 

Lord, but for my own soul.   

20Write soon.  Amen. 
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Hawaiians 

 
 

To a people of the nation’s 

far-off islands, dotting the 

vast ocean, you of whom we 

think whenever our most bitter 

winter winds blow.  2Greetings in 

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

our one Savior, and he of 

exquisite mercy and grace.  3May 

you continue to seek God our 

Father’s will, the Father whom the 

glorious Son revealed.  4And so is 

our daily prayer with you, that we 

each seek and discover his will, 

and then that we each do as the 

Father desires.  5For in his will is 

our joy, in his will is our peace, 

and in his will, we find his mercy 

that we would join him forever in 

paradise, one far greater than your 

own.  Amen. 

One People, One Race 

6How brave you are to have 

sought and settled, and survived 

so richly in, your small but 

spectacular water-lands!  7We 

admire your courage and resolve 

to make of yourselves an island 

people, more than sustaining 

yourselves, even flourishing in the 

ocean’s middle, so far from others 

who might help you.  8You have 

made yourselves resourceful, as 

God would have you be, to work 

and enjoy the special garden in 

which he placed you.   

9Some here think, though, that 

you were not brave but instead 

determined to keep to yourselves, 

to make of yourselves your own 

race, identified with your own 

peculiarly beautiful and dramatic 

lands, rather than keeping affinity 

with the faith.  10We hear such 

things, that some of you favor 

race and soil over faith’s ideal, 

that you believe being an island 

native counts for more than to 

follow the Lord, as if ancestry 

meant more to you than 

fellowship.  11Does one’s blood 

mean more to you than 

1 
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confession?  12Are you brothers 

and sisters only of your own race 

rather than of the fellowship in the 

Lord? 

13We pray for our sake and 

yours that these things we hear are 

not true, that we instead continue 

to have dear fellowship with you.  
14Different people indeed dot the 

world, not only of differing skin 

and blood, from different 

ancestry, but of different 

language, custom, dress, and 

experience.  15We celebrate these 

differences among our people 

here, as much as between us and 

you, for God made each of us 

different, and made each alike to 

others, too.   

16Yet are we not one people 

and one race in the Lord’s faith, 

under one blood, and that of Jesus 

Christ?  17Did he not die for you 

as much as for us or any other 

people, indeed for people of all 

races, not just for a chosen few?  
18God sent his Son to earth to 

bring all people together as one 

divine race, adopting us all as his 

children, brothers and sisters to 

his Son.   

19We do not stand before God 

under our own blood, which 

indeed differs one from another as 

God knit us together in the womb, 

for if we stood under our own 

blood, we would not stand but 

instead die.  20Every race would 

die on its own for its own sin, 

none superior to another.  21We 

stand before God, entering his 

kingdom to eternal life, only 

because we have the blood of 

Jesus Christ.  22The Son’s heart is 

ours, as we take his life through 

his flesh, and he gives us the royal 

blood of a King, fit for God. 

No Playing Favorites 

2 From where did this idea 

come that in race is truth and in 

soil is destiny?  Aren’t those 

instead very old lies?  2No race is 

wiser than another because of its 

blood, nor richer or poorer, nor 

more deserving or less so, though 

many people by their actions or 

circumstances show themselves to 

be one or the other.   

3You instead have God’s 

command to love one another as 

you love yourself.  4God does not 

play favorites, and so nor should 

you.  5God does not love one more 

than another simply because one 

claims one race while another 

claims another.  6He chose a 

people to prepare the world for his 

Son but then judged them by the 

same standard that he judged 

others.  7God sent his Son into the 

world not to save a race or people 

but to save the whole world, going 

after every single one. 
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8So go ahead and claim your 

race, and claim your soil, too, that 

you belong to one people but not 

another, and that you are native 

here but not there.  9But then don’t 

you play favorites with one people 

over another.  10Jesus as a boy was 

a stranger in a foreign land that 

sheltered him from an evil king of 

his own people, until his Father 

called him out of Egypt, as his 

own people had once come.  
11You, too, should shelter the 

migrant, treating everyone alike, 

as a child of God.  You may then 

have sheltered an angel. 

Heaven on Earth 

12You show your better side 

when you welcome visitors to 

your beautiful islands, though 

they come from afar and may be 

few.  13Some think you live in 

paradise, and indeed, God has 

blessed your islands with many 

natural attractions for you and 

your visitors to enjoy.  14God 

provides everything for man to 

enjoy, whether mountain, forest, 

plain, fruit, sea, beach, or rain.  
15We know God by what he 

creates, your island beauty 

included.  As we enjoy his 

creation, we learn more of his 

goodness. 

16That enjoyment, then is how 

one lives in earthly paradise, 

though no earthly place truly 

deserves the name of God’s 

paradise.  17You have chosen a 

place of much beauty, but are you 

not still subject to disease and 

disaster, to depression, disability, 

and death?  18Do not great winds 

blow across your islands, and your 

seas toss you about?  And doesn’t 

your food spoil in the heat?  19Do 

not think yourself immune, for 

earth remains under the curse of 

disobedience, as corrupt there as 

anywhere.  20Satan the earth still 

roams.  21Your need for Christ’s 

salvation, remission of your sins 

in his cleansing blood, and the 

Spirit’s power, is just as great as 

our own. 

21God’s kingdom is the only 

true heaven, one that he invites 

you to enter while still on earth, 

yours for you to call.  22God’s 

kingdom is in you and around 

you, as the Spirit shows, near, not 

far, and for all of us, no matter our 

earthly abode.  23Seek God’s 

kingdom first, and the rest will 

follow for you, blessing now, and 

paradise then, joy now, and peace 

then. 

One Kingdom, One King 

3 As far from our mainland 

as you are, and as little as you 

participate in the mainland’s 

economy, other than to host our 

weary visitors, you still participate 
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with us in God’s kingdom 

economy.  2The same heaven 

rejoices over your saved one as 

rejoices over the salvation of one 

of ours.  3You and we both depend 

on the same power supply from 

God’s Spirit, and we both produce 

his same good works, flowing to 

the same throne for his like glory.  
4You and we have the same 

beginning in the same mind of 

God and the same end, carried to 

his heart by the same Christ. 

5Though you are far from us 

and may serve on another front, 

we each soldier together in the 

same ranks of the saints, fighting 

the same battles against the same 

enemy.  6Our common enemy 

uses the same weapons against 

you as he does against us, to the 

same end that we submit to his 

deceptions and thereby suffer our 

destruction.  7And we have the 

same response, relying on the one 

Lord whose one victory over the 

enemy was our one salvation.  
8We stand together more than we 

stand apart.  9Indeed, we stand 

apart only in distance, not in faith, 

nor in fellowship, for the Lord 

brought us to one church to love 

one another no matter how near or 

far. 

10We both serve under one 

King, who rules with one 

authority, toward one end, to 

glorify God our Creator whose 

love for us seeks honor and glory, 

first for him, then for all who 

acknowledge him.  11Let our acts 

stand together rather than apart, to 

honor and elevate the God who 

stands so far above us.  12Let us 

build the same ramparts, conquer 

the same gates, and set free all 

captives held by the same enemy, 

so that all may glorify God.   

Keeping a Strong Witness 

13In the end, your distance 

doesn’t discourage us but rather 

encourages us that you have 

carried God’s word and witness so 

far, to what seems to us like the 

ends of the earth.  14You have 

flown and floated across vast 

ocean to reach the most isolated 

land, there to plant God’s flag for 

the peace and liberty of all people.  
15You may have stayed to make 

your home there in your natural 

paradise, rather than carried the 

flag to the next distant land, but in 

doing so, you ensured that island 

generation upon island generation 

would know the Lord.   

16Keep your witness strong 

and clear.  17Let the people hear 

your voice honoring the Lord 

whether you share their race and 

origin or not, for you do share 

their journey, and you do share 

their end.  18Live joyfully among 

them, so that they see your light 
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step and hear your firm voice.  
19Do your good works where God 

has sent you, across the sea to 

your beautiful island, and then 

return to us carrying your great 

reward, now or in God’s paradise, 

where we all join.  20We stand 

with you, even as we live so far 

apart.  Amen. 



Letters to America’s Churches 

 

  62 

 

 

 
Idahoans 

 
 

 

The Lord’s peace, mercy, 

and grace, to our beloved 

brothers and sisters in Christ.  
2May he richly bless your lands 

and crops, protect your homes and 

children, concentrate your minds 

on his word, and above all soften 

your hearts for him.  3You must 

guard your hearts if you are to 

receive his word and, in doing so, 

receive him.  Guard your hearts, 

my dear friends.  Amen. 

Living for the Spirit 

4I urge you to welcome the 

Lord’s Spirit into your hearts as 

you would welcome your dearest 

friend, indeed your beloved, for 

the Spirit shares the heart of our 

beloved Lord.  5The Spirit has the 

same mind, will, and emotions of 

our beloved Lord, too, for the 

Spirit is the Lord and God.  6You 

have the Lord with you only 

because you have the Spirit with 

you.  7You hear the Lord only 

because you hear the Spirit speak 

to you.   

8Do I surprise you in saying 

that the Spirit has emotions?  
9You should not be surprised that 

the Spirit responds with emotion, 

that the Spirit feels, just as the 

Lord laughed, wept, showed 

anger, and responded to others 

with sorrow, surprise, and joy.  
10The Lord and Spirit are one, as 

the Lord and the Father are one, 

and the Spirit is from the Father.  
11Can you not please the Spirit, 

and can you not grieve the Spirit, 

too?  12But what you should desire 

above all things is to dwell in the 

Spirit and have the Spirit dwell in 

you, the Spirit comforting, 

conversing, informing, warning. 

2 Do you wish a sign or word 

from God?  Do you desire that 

God would reveal his will for 

you?  2Do you wish God to be 

close, dear, and familiar, warming 

and encouraging you?  3Then you 

1 
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desire the Spirit, whom God sent 

at the Lord’s request when the 

Lord left you for a time.  4For as 

the Lord revealed, God could not 

send you the Spirit unless the 

Lord ascended, as the Lord had to 

do for you.  5Each of you would 

not have the Spirit if the Lord had 

remained among a few of you. 

6Though the Spirit moves with 

the unpredictability of the wind, 

here and there as God directs with 

mysterious but perfect intention, 
7the Spirit is not a force but a 

divine, pre-existent, and eternal 

person, fully God, as the Father 

and Son are fully God, all in one.  
8You underestimate and misjudge 

the Spirit in thinking him any less 

than fully God, whom the Spirit 

is, humans bearing God’s image.  
9You must receive the Spirit as 

fully God, as you would receive 

the Lord had you witnessed his 

public ministry.   

Living for the Flesh 

10You receive the Spirit not as 

you would a human guest, in the 

flesh, nor as you would a 

philosophy, in the mind, but in 

your spirit, in your eternal 

essence.  11You must feed your 

spirit with God’s Spirit, letting 

God’s Spirit give your spirit new 

birth and life, if your mind, will, 

and emotions are to hear, sense, 

and obey the Spirit, which is to 

hear, sense, and obey God.  12The 

worldly, those who are solely of 

the flesh, do not recognize that 

they have a spirit, denying an 

obvious truth of their apparent 

essence.  13Spiritual persons know 

that the Spirit relates only to their 

spirit, not to their flesh, and that 

they perceive God’s desires and 

will through the spirit, not through 

the flesh. 

3 Those who cannot hear the 

Spirit and do not perceive God 

live only in the flesh, not the 

spirit.  2Though they know that 

they possess a spirit, aware that 

they are spiritual beings beyond 

mere animals, they deny spiritual 

life and reject spiritual things.  
3Because they deny the Spirit and 

ignore spiritual things, they must 

live only for the flesh, pursuing 

only what the flesh, and not the 

spirit, desires.  4The human spirit 

desires spiritual things, while the 

flesh desires carnal things, things 

of this world and not of God.   

5Those who reject the Spirit 

are carnal, pursuing sensuality 

rather than sensitivity, and 

therefore becoming ever more 

impure.  6The Spirit intercedes 

with God for those who welcome 

the Spirit, but the Spirit does not 

intercede with God for those who 
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reject the Spirit to pursue carnal 

things.  7God leaves those who 

pursue the flesh to the desires of 

the flesh, while God rescues from 

the flesh those who welcome his 

Spirit.  8The flesh soon dies, while 

the spirit lives.  Pursuing the flesh 

leads to destruction and death, 

while pursuing the Spirit leads to 

eternal life. 

Pursuing the Spirit 

9You pursue the Spirit when 

you admit your need for spiritual 

life, which comes only through 

the redemption and salvation of 

Jesus Christ.  10You have only one 

way to pursue the Spirit, through 

the grace of Jesus Christ.  11You 

do not find spiritual life through 

potions, crystals, chants, or 

trances but through accepting 

Christ’s sacrifice as necessary for 

your redemption and then fully 

trusting that he lives again.  
12When you accept Christ’s 

sacrifice and resurrection, you 

receive the Spirit who gives you 

spiritual life.  13Without Christ, 

you cannot have spiritual life, 

only sensual life, which is life of 

the flesh that imagines itself 

spiritual when it is not spiritual. 

4 Relying on Christ and 

knowing his resurrection, you 

receive the Spirit, and with the 

Spirit you receive the power and 

assurance of eternal life.  2The 

Spirit is God, who dwells with the 

living, not the dead.  3God authors 

life, not death.  God supplies 

living spirit from his Spirit, not a 

spirit of death.  4Reasonable 

persons prefer life to death, as you 

prefer living to dying, and so 

reasonable persons pursue things 

of the Spirit.  5You are wise when 

you listen to the Spirit, for the 

Spirit knows what gives life and 

what leads to death.   

6The Spirit always speaks of 

the way of the living, pointing you 

to Jesus Christ.  7You know that 

you are pursuing the Spirit when 

you are reflecting and deliberating 

over the perfect life, sacrificial 

death, and eternal resurrection of 

Jesus Christ because the Spirit 

speaks of Jesus Christ.  8You 

should trust that the Spirit is 

speaking to you and that you are 

living the spiritual life when your 

mind, will, and emotions testify to 

the life that is in Jesus Christ.  
9Those who are spiritual testify to 

Jesus Christ, while those who are 

not spiritual reject Jesus as Christ. 

Amplifying the Spirit’s Voice 

10You increase your spiritual 

life, maturing and growing in the 

Spirit, and inform your hearers, 

when you proclaim from daylight 
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rooftops what the Spirits whispers 

to you in the dark, as the Lord 

instructed.  11When you speak of 

what the Spirit says to your spirit, 

you give your spirit greater 

influence over your soul and 

greater life.  12When you ignore 

and squelch what the Spirit says to 

your spirit, you cut off and reduce 

your spirit, giving your spirit 

lesser influence over your soul 

and lesser life.  13When you speak 

aloud what the Spirit intimates to 

you, as the Lord told you to do, 

you hear, understand, and express 

more of what the Spirit wishes to 

speak to you and through you.   

5 If you do not speak what 

the Spirit says to you, then you 

disobey the Lord and frustrate the 

Spirit, who stops speaking of what 

he desires to say to you.  2When 

you do not speak what the Spirit 

says to you, you also form only 

incomplete thoughts.  3Hearing the 

Spirit goes hand in hand with 

speaking what you hear.  4One 

cannot hear fully without also 

speaking, for one then hears and 

forms only half thoughts.  5And 

one does not speak spiritually 

without first hearing the Spirit, for 

only the Spirit knows the mind of 

God.   

6Desire to welcome the Spirit 

in this way, amplifying his voice 

by obeying the Lord and speaking 

what his Spirit whispers to you.  
7Desire also to inform your 

hearers with the Spirit’s words, 

for others also need and desire the 

Spirit.  8Many who hear the Spirit 

do not recognize what they hear as 

coming from the Spirit.  9You 

know when the Spirit speaks 

because the Spirit always speaks, 

guides, and comforts in ways that 

honor Jesus Christ.  10What the 

Spirit speaks comes from the 

Father, and so accept what the 

Spirit speaks as the words of the 

Father.  11We are brothers and 

sisters in Christ with you because 

we each hear and follow the 

Spirit.  12Those who love God 

hear and obey the Spirit because 

the Spirit is God and speaks with 

God’s voice. 

The Things of God 

6 Concern yourselves with 

these things of God, and your end 

will go well, indeed to eternal life.  
2Spiritual persons concern 

themselves with the things of God 

because they desire to please God 

before they please themselves.  
3And these are the things of God, 

that all bear witness to the love 

and sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and 

to redemption of all things 

through him.  4God loves the 

world, which is why he sent his 
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Son for sacrifice, to redeem the 

world through him.  5So to bear 

witness to the love and sacrifice of 

Jesus Christ, anticipating eternal 

life in his resurrection, is to 

concern yourselves with the things 

of God.   

6All who love God bear 

witness to Jesus Christ because 

Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection 

show the love of God, and to love 

God is to know God’s love and 

obey God in reliance on his love.  
7The one who loves God relies on 

God’s love because we cannot 

love with the depth or perfection 

that God loves.  8Loving God out 

of one’s own strength is only 

temporary and incomplete love, 

for no person other than Jesus 

Christ can love completely, as 

God loves.  9And so we love God 

because he first loved us in Jesus 

Christ. 

10Attend first to the things of 

God because that to which you 

first attend is that which your 

heart pursues.  11You do not 

pursue that which your heart 

desires because your heart is 

deceptive and its desires 

deceptive.  12You pursue God 

through Jesus Christ, and your 

heart follows, treasuring him 

whom you pursue.  13Give your 

life to Christ, and your heart will 

treasure him, too.  14Do not wait 

for your heart to treasure 

something before you pursue it, 

for your heart treasures whatever 

you first pursue and do.  15Pursue 

your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

so that your heart will do so, too.
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Illinoisans 
 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s peace and grace 

to our near neighbors, our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, 

at the south end of our great lake.  
2We visit you often, listen to you 

carefully, encouraged by your 

godly wisdom, and draw deeply 

from your devotion to Christ.  
3We even send our children to 

you, that you may help us bring 

them up in the Lord, we trust you 

that much.   

4Yours is the fellowship that 

raised up a great apostle, not that 

he was yours but instead the 

Lord’s own.  5For he once 

received God’s Spirit, through the 

prayers of the saints and in his 

own fiery baptism.  6Thereafter, 

his witness reached thousands of 

lost not only in this nation but 

across the old ocean, in the 

Spirit’s power and for God’s 

glory.  7You rightly hold onto the 

old saint’s memory, emulating his 

ways, which were simply the 

ways of God as the Spirit 

informed him.  8May God 

continue to open paths for you to 

reach the world’s lost, through the 

power of his Holy Spirit.  9And 

may we continue to be your strong 

partners in the Spirit’s ministry.  

Amen. 

Speaking of Christ 

10How do we speak of our 

Lord Jesus Christ with the greatest 

effect on our hearers, that they 

may know the incomparable 

Lord’s love?  11We speak not with 

ulterior purpose, not to catch 

unawares, nor to cajole or 

manipulate.  12We have no motive 

but to introduce others to the One 

whom we love, whom we trust for 

1 
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our own salvation and obey for 

the good of all.  13Once our 

introduction is complete, once we 

have executed our sole duty and 

one pleasure, our work is 

complete, the rest for God’s Spirit 

to accomplish, courting the lost 

with a song of love. 

2 When sharing word of the 

Lord with others, we first speak of 

the Lord’s name, as any 

introduction requires, that he is 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  2We 

introduce Jesus to others, as fully 

familiar to both recorded history 

and a worldwide community of 

faith.  3Jesus is in his essence and 

substance God, the Creator’s only 

begotten, Son and Father together 

before matter and time.  4Jesus is 

the Father’s very substance, the 

Father’s very image.  5When we 

see Jesus, we see the Father.   

6We also proclaim to others 

our blessed Lord’s life.  7Jesus 

taught profound truths that others 

recognized as God’s authority.  
8Jesus did not teach out of a 

religious school, communicating 

religious doctrine.  9He instead 

delighted huge crowds with 

profound stories that revealed the 

religious hierarchy’s hypocrisy.  
10We testify that Jesus is the way, 

truth, and life, the world’s Savior.  
11We share the scriptures that 

Jesus calmed storms, fed crowds, 

healed the sick, and raised the 

dead, in miracle after miracle.  
12We point others to the powerful 

word of God, to which Jesus’s life 

and our own lives testify. 

3 We especially share with 

others the good news, though at 

first hard to grasp, of our Lord’s 

sacrificial death.  2The mystery 

that the Spirit unveils is what 

Jesus’s death accomplished for us.  
3The religious establishment 

demanded Jesus’s death by 

crucifixion, to preserve their 

standing.  4God’s plan was instead 

to save the world.  5Jesus willingly 

submitted to death, to conquer it 

through his third-day resurrection.  
6And when Jesus rose, he gave us 

the power to rise with him, if we 

simply accept what he did and 

why he did it, out of love for us. 

The Hearer’s Reward 

7This testimony we share as 

often as the opportunity presents 

itself.  8This labor under the 

Lord’s great commission is our 

love.  9How our hearers react, we 

leave to the Spirit to influence and 

the Lord to judge.  10But last, we 

must speak with those willing to 

hear, of salvation’s great reward.  
11All know that sin consigns every 

one of us to certain death.  

Everyone knows that they will 

die.  12Jesus’s testimony, though, 
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so gladly we share, is that death is 

now a choice.  13Jesus blesses his 

confessors and witnesses with 

eternal life. 

4 Our testimony, the reward 

that we share as God’s promise, is 

that eternal life means to be 

forever with Jesus in paradise.  
2Eternal life in Christ is painless 

life, life without grief, life freed of 

every care and disability of this 

life.  3Yet eternal life is not just 

relief from brokenness but also 

joyous life, celebrating the Lord’s 

own presence.  4We witness to the 

joy of uninterrupted worshipful 

intimacy, with none less than the 

God who is love.   

5By God’s command, in the 

Spirit’s strength, your great 

apostle took the reward that the 

Lord whispered in his ear, to 

shout it from the rooftops.  6His 

witness earned him untold 

heavenly rewards.  7The 

fellowship here prays that you 

share in your great apostle’s 

model witness, that you be 

apostles, too.  8The Lord invites 

all into his gracious employ, 

though few accept his invitation in 

earnest.  9Let us be among the 

few, while carrying the Spirit to 

make disciples and apostles of 

others.  10Let the Lord’s 

fellowship, his body the church, 

increase again, until its overflow 

washes across the nation.  11You 

do your part, as we do ours, 

letting the Lord do the rest.  

Amen. 
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Indianans 
 

 

 

 

 Peace to you, my dear 

brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Rich Harvest 

2I write to you with the good 

news that God has once again 

answered your prayers for us.  
3His Spirit continues to embolden 

us in the faith, giving us more 

fields in which to labor, just as we 

had asked, and just as you have 

prayed for us.  4The harvest is 

indeed rich, just as the Lord said it 

would be.  What more could we 

possibly ask of so generous a Lord 

than to share his light yoke in this 

essential kingdom work? 

5In your proximity to us, our 

travels so often and so sweetly 

overlap, proving that you share his 

great commission with us, 

working in the same fields in 

which we so joyfully labor.  6We 

hear of your good work whenever 

we visit the brothers and sisters to 

our south.  We may not see one 

another often, 7but we know that 

you are at work just as we are at 

work, and boldly.  8We pray for 

you just as you have prayed so 

fruitfully for us, that your witness 

to the Lord’s great favor should 

have its due effect.  9May you, 

too, have not only a rich harvest 

but also your great reward.  Your 

divine inheritance awaits you. 

10The Lord is always at work, 

and his work is always glorious.  
11Sometimes you see immediate 

evidence of his work, while 

sometimes you don’t see it until 

much time has passed.  Given 

how limited is our vision, 12just 

imagine what he accomplishes 

without our ever even knowing it!   

Trust in the Lord 

13And what is time to him for 

whom a thousand years is like a 

day and a day like a thousand 

1 
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years?  The Lord’s work always 

comes to pass.  14Because he 

works out of time, we trust him 

far too little when we try to bind 

him to our time.  15Nothing binds 

the Sovereign Lord, whose work 

today may manifest itself today, 

tomorrow, or in a thousand years.   

16Why do we trust so little 

when he offers so much?  17Our 

hearts indeed deceive us when 

they point us to anything other 

than the love of the Father for the 

Son and, in the Son, for us.  
18Listen, and I will tell you a 

mystery that angels longed to 

learn until they saw heaven’s 

gates open for the risen Son:  19the 

Son is our path from death to life, 

from hopeless end to eternal 

beginnings.  20Hell’s fury cannot 

keep us from following the Son to 

the feet of the Father, where all is 

glory, all is joy, the Son reigns 

supreme ready to hand everything 

over to the Father, and peace is 

ours forever.   

21Share these things only with 

those who have ears to hear.  Cast 

no pearls before those who will 

trample them, 22like that sinner 

Romero and his sister Eureka who 

opposed us so vigorously when 

we were only doing the Lord’s 

good work.  23The Lord’s return 

will bring judgment on them 

unless they turn soon from their 

evil ways. 

Facing Hardship 

2 Friends, your faith has been 

to us like the heartland you 

inhabit: near, familiar, and fertile.  
2We are not only borne into 

spiritual life from the same Father, 

under the same Son, and in the 

same Spirit.  3We are also of the 

same kin, having traveled similar 

paths to our home regions, 4our 

peninsula your convenient relief 

from the rich ground you so 

steadily plow, although you 

haven’t shared your fellowship 

with us so often lately.     

5We here know that what 

happened to your commerce was 

hard on you and your families, 

like a long drought that empties 

the cisterns and pantries, as we 

also faced the same hardship.  6I 

weep when hearing of your idle 

children turning in their despair to 

practices and indulgences that so 

quickly destroy them.   

7Children lose their parents to 

old age and death naturally, a loss 

that our shared anticipation of 

joining our Lord in heaven 

tempers.  8But to lose children is 

so much harder than losing a 

parent, even though the loss of a 

child the good Lord in his 

mysterious power also tempers.  
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9We are a faith family, whom he 

comforts against any loss, no 

matter its incomprehensible 

hardship. 

10But we still mourn your loss, 

as we also are losing our idle 

children to their despairing 

indulgences.  11God made us to 

work his garden, and so despair 

we can understand, when no work 

is available.  12Yet you know, my 

dear neighbors, that God made us 

for more than material labor.  
13The riches that we earn and 

consume are not only material 

riches but also, indeed primarily, 

spiritual riches.  Drought of 

different kinds has idled our 

people before, hollowed out their 

confidence, 14without them falling 

into fatal indulgences of the kind 

that they do today.   

15Remind them of their 

spiritual inheritance!  And do so 

before they give the devil a 

foothold.  Satan uses many lies.  
16His most-effective lies are those 

that rob our children of their hope.  
17That threat is why we constantly 

build them up, giving them hope 

for their future.  The Lord’s plan 

for them is prosperity, not loss 

and hardship.   

Spiritual Labors 

18Yet we also are to blame for 

our children’s spiritual 

misfortune, when we mistake 

God’s intent to be solely material 

rather than spiritual and eternal 

fortune.  19We ought to have 

taught them that a season without 

work is not a season without the 

Lord.  20The Lord follows us just 

as closely through dry seasons as 

he does when abundant rains 

bring abundant harvests—indeed 

more so.  21His Spirit is always 

present, whenever we ourselves 

are present to him.   

22Enforced idleness for a 

season is no crime.  The sin is not 

in having no harvest to bring in 

but instead in having failed to 

plant, water, and till the soil.  
23Idleness is a sin when due to 

laziness, sloth, not when beyond 

the worker’s control, 24such as due 

to drought or illness.   

25Indeed, drought or illness 

simply give one a new spiritual 

field in which to plow, new ways 

to express the Lord’s love, to hope 

for a brighter dawn tomorrow.  
26The Lord never abandons his 

children.  And so we should never 

give up hope that the Lord is near, 
27indeed his Spirit inside us.  Call 

on the Spirit.  Lift your prayers, 

the Father’s to answer.  28Let your 

love turn the hearts of your 

children to the Lord Jesus Christ, 

their Savior. 
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29None mourn more than the 

Lord himself.  His heart is with 

you and your children.  30Only 

you must think of him, dwell in 

him, trust in him, whether your 

labor is constant or intermittent, 

your harvest plentiful or poor.  
31Only when you rely on him, 

does he come to your aid and does 

he aid your despairing children.  
32He does not rescue those who 

refuse his offer.  He cannot deny 

himself.  33The Lord is generous 

beyond all measure.  In his 

generosity, the Lord does not 

remove your will.  34His love 

includes your liberty. 

The Faith of Our Children 

3 I grieve even more with 

you over the struggles that your 

children face in their souls.  2What 

of this generation?  Did we also so 

despair of living?  I do not 

remember.  3Did we also wish 

even to die?  I do not recall.  
4Surely, we have each longed for 

our heavenly journey, to join the 

Lord, those of us who know him 

and accept his promise, our 

inheritance.   

5But while to die in the Lord 

is gain, the Lord has us here for a 

purpose.  6Our labors here, 

however unfruitful they may 

appear, give us a reward to store 

up in heaven.  7Labor on, my dear 

friends, and urge your children to 

do likewise, as I know that in your 

deep love for them, you already 

do.  9Let us pray that the Lord 

renews their faith, even as the 

gracious Lord renews ours. 

The Enemy’s Work 

10Don’t let us think that the 

enemy misses this opportunity to 

steal our children through attacks 

on their souls.  11The destroyer is 

always at his deadly work.  
12Remember Job, though, a 

righteous father and good man 

who prayed for his children.  
13God knows your heart, listens to 

your prayer, and answers gladly.  

Remain steadfast in your prayer, 

and fast when you are able.  14This 

kind may come out only through 

prayer and fasting.   

15The enemy has his wiles, 

about which we should not be 

naïve.  But he is formidable only 

when we are without our Lord’s 

protection, when going our own 

way.  16We pray for our children’s 

protection, yes, and that they 

return to the Lord who protects 

them.  17While he softens our 

hearts, he hardens our resolve so 

that we are wise to the world’s 

ways, tough outside but soft 

inside.  18We pray that our 

children be so. 

The Ignorance of Rulers 
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4 Do not regret, though, that 

your rulers treat our region as a 

backwater, as if no good comes 

from here.  2So also said the rulers 

and religious leaders about the 

home of Christ Jesus, that no 

prophet, indeed no good thing, 

could come from there.  3Good 

things come from the Lord, the 

Father of heavenly lights.   

4The Columbians and your 

many other rulers have no 

monopoly on good things.  Many 

of them don’t even have the good 

Lord.  5John the Baptist, the 

greatest of the old prophets, called 

from the wilderness, not from the 

city.  6When Jerusalem’s religious 

leaders went out to hear John, he 

rightly condemned them for their 

hypocrisy.  7God speaks in the city 

and in the country.  The question 

is not where God speaks but who 

will listen.   

Resisting Material Temptations 

8And so, my dear friends in 

the Lord Jesus, resist 

cosmopolitan temptations, and 

help your sons and daughters do 

so, too.  9The city lures them, 

which is fine when it offers them 

honest work but deadly when it 

offers them something or someone 

other than the Lord.  10Man can 

make an idol of anything, but 

idols abound in the city.  Instead, 

give me the wilderness, or give 

me your quiet country towns, 11for 

there I can hear and walk with the 

Lord.   

12Children, come back to your 

spiritual roots, if not to your 

hometowns.  13The Lord gives you 

not only work, and with your 

work the income that you earn and 

deserve, but also peace, joy, and 

spiritual prosperity, which is the 

only genuine prosperity.  14All 

good things come from the Lord.  
15Material treasures are gone in a 

minute, but the spiritual treasures 

that you store up in heaven last 

forever, yours on which to 

eternally draw. 

The Conduct of Meetings 

5 Don’t burden one another 

with your meetings.  We are glad 

for your worship and fellowship, 

but you have no need of going on 

so long.  2And must you always 

gather in such large numbers?  3I 

fear that the crowd rather than the 

Spirit’s whisper is what leads you 

on.  4I fear that when you gather in 

thousands, you encourage your 

leaders to make a show of things, 

with your vast auditoriums, grand 

rhetoric, and soaring songs.  5The 

Lord is not a show!  The point is 

not to make celebrities in your 

preaching and worship.   
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6You must keep Jesus at the 

center of your gatherings.  7And 

try letting the larger serve the 

smaller.  Wherever two or more 

gather in his name, the Lord is 

there.  8When two gather, the Lord 

makes three-fold strong.  9God 

takes more pleasure in the 

heartfelt worship of one or two as 

in the showy worship of a 

thousand strong. 

Final Instructions 

10Tell Roberto and Seton not 

to rush to take the places of honor.  

People know the good work that 

they do, sowing the Lord’s rich 

word.  Let others promote them, 

as I do here.  11They have many 

talents but ought not waste them 

in selfish ambition.  12We benefit 

from their work, whether their 

motives are pure or impure.  But 

my concern is for them, that they, 

too, benefit.  13You pay them what 

they duly earn, but let the Lord 

shower them with honor. 

14Send my cloak and papers 

back with Roger when he returns 

to us.  We miss him, and his 

absence slows our work.  15He has 

done you a good service.  Now 

return him to us so that he can 

serve us once again, as we serve 

others.   

16Winter comes.  Let the cold 

not cool your ardor for the Lord 

and his joyful work.  17We have 

good news to share.  Let us not 

keep it hidden but instead have it 

shine forth like the sun.  18We 

walk together in the Lord’s great 

light.  Amen, and peace to my 

brothers and sisters. 
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Iowans 

 
 

 Greetings, my dear brothers 

and sisters whom I love as the 

Lord Jesus Christ loves us.  
2Greetings from the fellowship of 

believers in this peaceful land by 

the inland sea, where you once so 

often visited. 

Fellowship in Labor 

3 What happened to our 

fellowship?!  I miss your glad 

hearts, 4miss harvesting with you 

from the good soil that our Lord 

plowed and sowed for us—

harvesting a hundredfold, as the 

Lord promised.   

5Remember how we worked 

so diligently and to such great 

effect together in our travels from 

church to church throughout your 

region?  6Your fellowship, the 

body whose head is the Father’s 

own Son, did not withhold from 

us their generous hospitality 7but 

instead welcomed us into their 

homes, treating us as if we were 

their own children.  And your 

children we are, 8just as you are 

our children and we are all 

children of the Father, making us 

joyous brothers and sisters of 

Jesus, just as he called and named 

us.  9Glory to the Father who 

would love us so much as to share 

his Son with us, who shares with 

us his own eternal inheritance! 

10Oh, that we would join 

together again soon in 

encouraging the believers, 

whether here or with you, raising 

again in us the sure hope of our 

Lord’s soon return, increasing our 

eager anticipation.  11We shared 

such rich song, had such glad 

fellowship, and sent heavenward 

so many prayers for God’s honor 

and our thanksgiving, that 12we 

hardly asked of him as we should.   

13Let us not forget that he 

wants us to ask, although he 

knows what we want and need 

before we even ask it.  14Yet we 

show our love for him when we 

ask anyway, don’t we?  15Send up 

again many prayers of gratitude 

and glory, whether we share 

1 
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fellowship and harvest again soon 

or not, for I pray for you and with 

you, 16just as I am sure that you 

pray for me and the believers 

here.   

Worldly Distractions 

2 We are not without concern 

for you, though, having heard 

again of your quadrennial 

contention, 2not for the faith but 

for a body politic.  Can it be so?!  
3When did Christ call us to party 

or faction?  He did not!  He called 

us instead to an eternal kingdom, 

not human but divine.  

4Far be it from me to 

discourage those of you who 

make governing your vocation.  
5Go ahead: be good at governing.  

Advocate what is right, while 

opposing wrong.  6Participate 

fully, if peacefully, not as a zealot, 

in how your rulers govern you.  
7Just don’t let disputes divide you 

in the body of Christ, for a divided 

body is no body at all but a 

lifeless thing.   

8Your disputing must not 

distract you from what is far more 

important than party.  9Remember 

that your ruler is not among those 

who lead your councils or 

legislatures.  Have you already 

gone so far as to seek an earthly 

king?  10Have you managed to 

toss aside the great King of kings 

for a ruler made of clay, 11as the 

Jews gave up their God to demand 

that Samuel find them Saul as 

king, hidden among the baggage?   

12And you choose rulers not to 

seek peace and do justice, not to 

allow you your inherited liberty 

while protecting the poor and 

oppressed, 13but to satisfy that 

which you cannot satisfy without 

the Lord himself as your ruler.  

You seek rulers to vindicate your 

heart of flesh, 14to puff you up in 

your worldly identity, 15when you 

should know that you will end 

with hearts of stone.   

Honoring One’s First Love 

16Don’t be so quick to 

abandon your first love, the One 

who turns you from your path of 

death to life everlasting.  17To 

chase your earthly masters is to 

enslave yourself all over again, 
18when the Lord Jesus gave 

everything that he had to set you 

free.  19Christ did not set you free 

as Moses did, leading you from 

captivity into wandering the 

wilderness, 20but with an eternal 

freedom, to dwell securely in 

God’s own kingdom, not hungry 

and with danger on all sides, but 

at peace and in God’s full rest. 

21Thanks be to God, though, 

that you have not gone the full 

way of the Columbians, those 
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desperate for every edge in a race 

that has no winner, seeking power 

without authority—not the eternal 

authority, in righteousness, that 

comes with the Lord Jesus Christ.  
22They were once of the 

fellowship of believers, or at least 

pretended so to win our favor, but 

now set themselves against us at 

every turn, trying to make us 

enemies of their state.  23We are 

not their enemies but friends.  We 

are not opponents of their state but 

those on whose sacrifice all 

government depends.   

Prayers for Rulers 

24Pray that they remember the 

value of our favor, that they see 

our Lord for who he is, their 

Savior, and that they come the 

whole way back to us.  25And 

don’t be bitter because of their 

rejection of you.  Instead, rather 

than harden your hearts toward 

anyone, turn them over to the 

Lord.  26He will do his good work 

in them—or they will face his 

judgment, as we all face his 

judgment, some to eternal life, 

others to eternal damnation.  27No 

one escapes that day, but you have 

chosen him who makes that day 

your glory rather than your shame. 

28Pray for your people.  Pray 

for your rulers, those whose 

powers too often blind them to the 

righteousness that comes with 

faith in Christ Jesus.  29Pray that 

your governors return not only to 

embracing their faith but to 

common sense, once again 

counting the cost, 30blades sharp 

but sheathed, strong and 

courageous but wise to the 

world’s ways, being good 

stewards of all with which God 

and their people entrust them.  
31Leave to them, though, the 

contention and disputing over 

things of this world.  

Sowing for a Spiritual Harvest 

3 You should instead sow in 

the Lord’s fields, widely, as your 

farmers do in your beautiful 

rolling hills of grain crops.  2How 

diligently and smartly you have 

labored over those crops, standing 

tall along the traveled ways.  3Yet 

feed your neighbor’s faith, as your 

grain feeds the world.  For the 

Lord has given you great faith, 

you of the heartlands, undistracted 

by the commerce, curiosity, and 

wealth of your nation’s coasts.  4I 

hear again of how ardently your 

worship pursues the Holy One, 

how your meetings lift his 

glorious name Jesus.   

5Not only that, but you take 

up collections to feed the poor and 

to send abroad your missionaries.  

They carry the name of Jesus to 

the ends of the earth.  6They stand 
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for the Name so that others may 

strike them down, and in their fall, 

they may show the Lord’s glory, 
7the love he had for those who 

would kill him.   

8When he rose on the third 

day, he carried you with him.  9He 

stood you up when you were 

dead, asleep in your sins, bound 

for the lake of fire.  10He saved 

you, and not only you but all those 

who turn to him.   

Saved for a Purpose 

11Thank the Almighty God 

that he has kept you from 

temptation.  12You are not like 

those many Californians who 

chase after their stomachs, 13even 

as they search for the next fad or 

fashion to please their racing 

minds, roving eyes, and itching 

ears.  They have no fellowship 

with us.   

14Jesus saved you that you 

may join in his great celestial 

throng, honoring his Father with 

whom he shares the heavenly 

throne, 15the slain Lamb who went 

without whimper where no one 

else could go.  16Look on his 

courage when you are timid, on 

his strength when you are weak.  
17Recall his story when you have 

lost your own because his story is 

your story, and the image that he 

has for you is your identity.   

18Christ Jesus saved you that 

you may carry his saving grace to 

others, whether Columbian or 

Californian, stranger or friend.  
19All need his good news, the 

gospel for which your forebears in 

faith paid so much, after he had 

paid all.  20For everything is grace, 

his grace.  21Everything is glory, 

his glory.  22We need only think 

on those things, focusing our 

minds on what is above rather 

than that which depletes and 

distracts us.   

23But to focus on God’s word, 

you must hear it, and to hear it, 

you must share it with one 

another.  24Though the gospel 

strikes awe in every heart that 

truly hears it, do not let the good 

news terrify you.  Carry it with 

you gladly, 25letting it pour out 

from you as an overflow of your 

joy.  Your light shines from 

within you whether you see or do 

not see it.  26Witness God’s light 

within you, or if not within you, 

then within those ministers of the 

gospel who encourage you with 

that light. 

The Lord’s Glory 

4 You know that light that 

pulled you out of your darkness.  
2You know the glory of the Lord, 

how he gave his life for you but 

took it back again that you may 
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join him eternally in his Father’s 

glory.  3You know that he lay 

three days in the tomb before 

rising to walk again among you.  
4He then ascended to his Father’s 

right hand, the gates of heaven 

opening to him to the angels’ 

thunderous acclaim.  5You know 

that he will return for you, having 

made your place with him in his 

Father’s kingdom.   

Oh, what glory we will see 

with him!  6What joy we will 

share over things that we cannot 

now express.  7But his Spirit 

reveals those things to us in our 

spirits, giving us hope eternal.   

Prayers for Friends 

8Pray for your friend 

Nathanael, who has taken ill 

again.  While he longs to join the 

Lord, we need and deeply desire 

him here in the Lord’s good 

service.  9His good spirit brings us 

much joy, as indeed our own hope 

encourages him.  10I tell him to 

take a little wine, but he prefers to 

remain pure like a Nazirite.  11He 

even grows his hair long, another 

Nazirite tendency that the non-

believers here mistake for 

something else.   

12And pray, too, for our 

beloved sister in faith Emily and 

her mother Estelle.  Their 

hospitality to the poor is 

unending, giving us much 

encouragement, 13although they 

recently suffered attack.  I 

couldn’t call it anything less, for 

their recovery required much 

fasting, and they have more yet to 

regain, though the Lord avails.   

13But don’t trouble yourself 

any longer over Murdoch.  

Despite our continual entreaties, 

he has finally gone the whole 

way, 14cutting himself off from 

our fellowship to pursue what 

looks to us like the occult, 

although he doesn’t call it that.  
15We had to give him over to the 

Lord, who will, through suffering, 

either make more of him or let 

him make even less of himself.  

For Jesus is able. 

16Do not let this letter 

discourage you.  We hold only the 

greatest love for you.  17I am only 

harsh now so that I may be 

entirely gentle and kind when we 

see one another again.  18Listen to 

the Lord.  Let his beloved Spirit 

be your guide and conscience.   

19You have run a good race 

thus far.  Now finish as the 

competitor whom you are would 

finish, which is to win the race.  
20And let your race be to humble 

yourself in the Lord.  He holds 

your victory.  Amen. 
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21And don’t forget the 

collection for the poor.  Your 

witness impresses them, giving 

you another good work to 

complete.  22The Lord supplies 

your needs, even as you supply 

the needs of others through the 

Lord. 
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Greetings in our Lord’s 

glorious name Jesus Christ, 

brothers and sisters of the 

plains, from here in your 

midwestern fellowship.  2To 

celebrate and confirm our 

common faith, let us consider 

together, things past and future, as 

God has revealed them in his holy 

word.  Amen. 

Conflict Following a Fall 

3God’s word revealed reliably 

to our faith ancestors, a long-ago 

cosmic conflict, when Satan in 

evident pride over his beauty, 

tried to assume God’s mantle, to 

call himself equal to God, when 

none so are.  4God therefore cast 

Satan out of his presence to earth, 

the prince of darkness taking with 

him some other fallen of heaven’s 

legions.  5This Satan and his 

legions have since then roamed 

the earth, as they did when God 

sent his Son to earth, where the 

Son encountered Satan.   

6The Son thoroughly resisted 

Satan’s temptations, relying on 

God’s word, even though Satan 

himself cited same word, though 

in deception and error.  7Satan 

bided his time for another attack, 

when though he failed in tempting 

the Son, he succeeded in leading 

men to crucify the Son in 

presumed humiliation.  8Satan did 

not know that Father and Son had 

thus perfectly conceived and 

executed their cosmic plan to 

rescue creation from its fallen 

state, when the Father resurrected 

the Son from death to life 

everlasting, in ascension to his 

throne.   

9While they still roam the 

earth in temptation and deception, 

Satan and his legions will soon 

suffer their end in lake of fire, 

when the Son returns from his 

1 
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ascension, to restore all things.  
10Until then, Satan and the Lord’s 

hosts fight on, in a war the Lord 

has already won, but in which 

skirmishes continue for a time, in 

rearguard action.  11Far from a 

contest of equals, good prevails 

over evil.  The Lord stands 

victorious in the end. 

Humankind’s Place 

12Where lies humankind in 

this cosmic conflict and its soon-

coming end?  13God made 

humankind in his image to 

witness his glory.  14God desires 

that ones like him know him, a 

desire that humans readily 

recognize and indeed widely 

share, that others like us would 

know us.  15God desires due 

recognition from his own, not as a 

capricious presence but as the 

fully rational One.  16As the all-

powerful and sovereign Creator, 

God deserves recognition like no 

other, above all others.   

17Thus, humankind’s only 

proper response is not passing 

recognition, offhand recognition, 

but utter worship, self-abasing 

devotion.  18Brothers and sisters of 

the fellowship of Christ have 

hearts for worship because God 

formed humankind for worship.  
19Worship of God is humankind’s 

natural response to its created 

state, for no man is self-made but 

all instead subject to God’s will 

and design. 

20Yet God does not stand over 

humankind as a distant deity 

worthy only of worship.  21When 

God sent his Son to rescue fallen 

creation, he did so to save 

humankind, too, to restore humans 

to the divinity and eternity that 

God gave them when he made 

them in his image.  22Thus, 

humankind has a role beyond 

worship, which is to live with God 

as members of his family, as his 

children who love his other 

children.   

Called Apart 

2 God makes us his Son’s 

body, the church, as an assembly 

of ones whom he called out from 

others, to foster the fellowship in 

which we make our good 

confession, receiving his 

salvation.  2God sets the church, 

his assembly, apart from others 

who do not know God’s word or 

who reject God.  3For worship 

requires free will, the choice to do 

or not to do as God desires.  4God 

could not compel men to worship 

him because compelled respect is 

no respect at all but instead 

disrespect.  5When God made 

humankind to worship, God had 

to bless humankind with the will 

to do or not to do as God desired. 
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6Now, free will is all blessing 

and no burden because God’s 

worship is your greatest good.  
7We have already shown that you 

could not worship God without 

the will to do so or not to do so, 

for otherwise, without free will, 

you would not be capable of the 

voluntary devotion that God 

desired.  8Choice elevates the 

chosen.  9Just as God chose you 

and thus elevated you, you elevate 

God when you choose him, just as 

he desires.  10To choose God in 

worship is your greatest good 

because God is greatest, 

sovereign, unlimited, and the One 

who made you to worship.  11God 

called you apart to worship. 

Worship Defined 

12But what is worship if not to 

devote oneself fully to God?  13To 

worship is to elevate to rightful 

place, to raise in honor.  14Humans 

attempt to worship many things, 

to lift many things to higher 

places than those things deserve, 

above God.  15Doing so cannot be 

worship but only false worship, 

which is no worship at all, 

because nothing is above God 

who created all things and rules 

all.  16Humankind can worship 

nothing or no one other than God, 

although many try to do so. 

17God is our only object of 

worship, though we thank him for 

many other blessings.  18We do 

not make idols of his blessings, 

elevating his gifts above the giver 

God.  19We cannot worship what 

God makes, whether trees or 

sunsets or other humans, without 

dishonoring God as their maker, 

because to elevate the made thing 

above the maker is to ignore the 

maker’s far greater role and 

power.  20And God does not desire 

that we ignore him, having instead 

made us to know and honor him. 

21Those who do not believe 

that God exists stand with those 

who know God exists but refuse 

to honor him.  22For to deny 

another’s existence is to dishonor 

him, especially when God made 

us to know and honor him.  
23God’s jealousy that we know 

him rather than deny him or 

ignore him is thus no defect but 

instead pure reason.  24God could 

not be other than jealous about his 

own existence and those whom he 

made to know him, without 

denying his own reason.  25God is 

always reasonable, the God of 

perfect reason. 

Men of Unreason 

3 You, from the distance and 

perspective of your great plains, 

can see that many believe 

themselves to be perfectly 

reasonable in denying God’s 
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existence.  2Reason, though, 

presumes capacity to think, to 

judge true from untrue, sound 

from unsound, and correct from 

incorrect, each requiring a 

standard.  3Indeed, reason must 

also judge between real and 

unreal.  4Yet against whose 

standard do these traitors judge, if 

not their own, when they judge 

any of these things, especially 

what is real or unreal?  5And if 

they judge only against their own 

standard, then why should others 

recognize their standard instead of 

their own?   

6Humankind loses all reason 

when it loses its Creator.  7The 

most unbalanced of men, bizarre 

and dangerous in their views, are 

those who deny God, for in 

denying God, they deny their own 

reason.  8They become a standard 

unto themselves, which isn’t 

reason but the seed of chaos, the 

same fruit that the first man ate in 

causing his fall.  9The new denier 

of God is really a very old sort of 

human, the first human whose 

unreasonable act tore apart a 

perfect world.  10A world in which 

every man stands only for his own 

reason is the devil’s perfect 

playground to sow evil, tempting 

every inclination of standardless 

man. 

11You, however, are not 

unreasoning.  You have thought 

your way through these things 

until you reached the throne of 

God.  12You saw that reason 

requires both observation and 

faith, observation to make reason 

real but faith to make reason true 

and sound.  13You let your 

observation, the evidence that you 

gathered from creation around 

you, feed your faith that God had 

his exquisite design when making 

you.   

Divinity and Eternity 

14In God’s Spirit, you 

overcame unreasoning man and 

became who God made you, not 

only reasoning but also divine and 

eternal.  15Because God made you 

in his image to worship him, you 

share his godlike nature, his 

divinity.  16To deny your godlike 

nature, your divinity, contradicts 

your very ability to observe 

consciously and reflect on your 

creation, to know your Creator.   

17Men generally accept their 

consciousness, as they must, given 

its constant evidence.  18Yet many 

reject that their conscious mind 

combines with their will and 

emotions to form a nonphysical 

spirit of the person, when the 

evidence for such spirit is equally 

obvious and constant.  19While 

God formed the physical human, 
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he also gave us human spirit, 

capable of receiving his own 

divine Spirit, to know his mind, 

will, and emotions.  20Do not deny 

your divinity, for in doing so, you 

reject the greatest part of what 

being human means, lowering 

yourself to an animal. 

21God, so capable of forming 

humans and giving us his Spirit, 

also offers us his eternity, as his 

Son rose to eternity.  22What does 

eternity mean but to live forever 

in God?  23All things are eternal in 

God because God is eternal.  24He 

was before and will be after, as 

author of time while outside of 

time.  25We cannot be in God 

without being eternal, and yet we 

are in God when we receive his 

Spirit, who is God. 

Trustworthy with God’s Word 

4 I have chosen you to 

remind both you and I of these 

things because you are 

trustworthy and reliable with the 

word of God.  2He commands us 

to be worthy of his trust in these 

things, for to handle his word 

correctly is to know him and 

honor him.  3No one who 

mishandles the word of God 

knows and honors God as God 

desires that we know him.  4God 

reveals himself through his word, 

confirming for us his will and 

character as we discern them in all 

things.   

5To be trustworthy with God’s 

word requires that you know 

God’s word in his Spirit.  6Anyone 

can read and misinterpret words 

including God’s word, as Satan 

himself did when tempting our 

Lord.  7The Spirit, though, makes 

all things consistent with the 

Father’s will for you because the 

Spirit knows the Father’s mind.  
8The Spirit says nothing other than 

what the Father tells him.  9When 

you hear the Spirit, you know the 

Father’s mind.  10You must read 

God’s word in the Spirit, letting 

the Spirit reveal the Father’s 

mind.  11No one without the Spirit 

can know the Father’s mind. 

12To be trustworthy with 

God’s word also requires that you 

share and apply it.  13God’s word 

requires that you act consistent 

with it, for unless you act 

consistent with it, you do not 

show that you know it.  14No one 

who knows God’s word in the 

Spirit can do other than as the 

word says, for they must deny 

knowing the word or must claim a 

false interpretation to act 

inconsistent with it.  15The word 

brings life, not death.  To know 

the word is to live, not to die. 

16You are trustworthy with 

God’s word because you learned 
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it from your preachers and 

teachers, and saw your elders 

practice it.  17A preacher reveals 

the word, a teacher reminds you 

of it, and an elder shows you how 

to practice it.  18While we honor 

preachers above teachers and both 

above elders, each one plays an 

important role, deserving of your 

honor.  19Are you a preacher?  

Then preach boldly, while 

rejoicing in God’s favor.  20Are 

you a teacher?  Then teach 

consistently, while taking 

satisfaction in your knowledge of 

the word.  21Are you an elder?  

Then know that others watch you 

closely, respecting you for 

practicing God’s word.   

22To preach is admirable, and 

to teach is worthy, but to practice 

God’s word is essential.  23Better 

to be a respected elder than a 

fallen preacher or erring teacher.  
24Know your gift, and know your 

place, so that while you pursue 

greater roles, your ambition 

doesn’t outreach your gift.  
25Accept these things, and God 

will honor you.  Amen. 
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To our friends and fellow 

witnesses in the old hill 

country to our south, among 

the woods and hollows, the creeks 

and streams.  We pray for your 

peace in our one Lord God.  2We 

consider you our brothers and 

sisters in the Lord, as indeed you 

are, having for ages stood firmly 

for the Lord.  3We take heart from 

your witness, so steady you are in 

the Lord, as if born to it, although 

we must each when mature 

confess.  4You make the same 

good confession as we make, just 

that others expect it more from 

you than from us, to your 

everlasting credit.  5And so again, 

we take heart from your 

fellowship and praise your steady 

witness, so much more assured 

than ours.  Amen. 

A Faith Journey 

6Yet our journeys are the 

same in contour, as all must pass 

along this same ancient road.  7We 

each began, as all begin, as 

explorers of God, in a sort of 

fellowship with believers, though 

not yet having confessed our need 

for him, still unsure of our state.  
8Here, the Lord’s prime parable 

teaches us that Satan steals God’s 

word from our hearts, as his only 

hope of altering our sure journey, 

when we must instead guard our 

heart against his thefts.  9Satan 

wishes to make the journey appear 

hard, as if won by works rather 

than grace, when the single and 

simple truth that grace alone saves 

us, moves us on.  10We then made 

our saving confession when we 

realized the free grace that the 

Lord offered us, not our goodness 

won but his work alone.   

11Grace had then moved us 

from fellowship into the Lord’s 

friendship, salvation assured but 

babes in the faith.  12At that point 

along our road, Satan brought 

1 
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troubles and persecutions, 

knowing that God’s word had not 

yet taken deep root, as his only 

hope of ending our journey.  13Yet 

we persevered, drawing on the 

Lord’s own faith, until we had 

taken God’s word as our one 

authority, the only truth needed 

for the word to form its deep roots 

against troubles and persecution.  
14We then had moved from a 

saving friendship to an earnest 

discipleship, studying the word. 

15We yet had one more step to 

take on our one journey, from 

discipleship to his lordship, where 

we had given our life away for his 

life, in full devotion to and 

reliance on the Lord.  16At that 

point along our road, Satan sought 

to keep us from our final step by 

distracting and tempting us with 

wealth’s deceitfulness, which was 

his only way to counteract our 

desire to give.  17Yet we saw that 

the one simple truth of giving 

ourselves for the Lord and others 

would enable us to persevere from 

discipleship to lordship, giving 

not only our treasures but our time 

and talents, too.  18Truth after 

truth had moved us to our 

destination, where we heard and 

dwelled in the Lord. 

Discipling Others 

2 Everyone who wishes the 

fullness of the Lord must make 

this same journey, for the Lord 

permits no shortcuts.  2The new 

explorer in recent fellowship with 

firm believers cannot jump to 

journey’s end, skipping past 

confession and maturation, to full 

life centered on Christ as Lord, 

without shattering the soul.  
3Confession, admitting need of 

Christ’s sacrifice, and the 

sanctification that comes with 

trusting and relying fully on the 

word, must prepare the soul, 

preceding the Lord’s full embrace.  
4Salvation is instant, on 

confession and belief alone, and 

praise God continuously that it is 

so.  5But sanctification is not 

instant, instead requiring 

discipleship as a necessary step on 

the full journey. 

6These things you well know, 

for you disciple your fellowship 

effectively, always 

communicating your purpose for 

the Lord.  7We must tell one 

another of that which we do, 

sharing our intention that all have 

the Lord’s blessing.  8We do not 

go about in secret, hoping that 

others will stumble upon the Lord.  
9We instead declare our intent 

openly, that our love flows from 

the one source Jesus Christ, so 

that others may know.  10We do 
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not hide his light but shine his 

light, not seeking to burnish our 

own.   

11In this way, we together 

bring others along on the journey, 

though they may have farther to 

go.  12Continue your discipling of 

your merry fellows, not just your 

explorers whom you hope to win 

to Christ, but also your fellow 

believers who need to trust the 

word, and then those who trust the 

word but need to give their all to 

Christ.   

13And where, my friend, are 

you in your journey?  Where am I 

who asks you?  14Even as we labor 

for the Lord in all joy, pursuing 

his great commission, we also 

take our own stock, so that we, 

too, fully rely on the Lord.  15Are 

you serving as you should, which 

is to serve each as if serving the 

Lord?  16Are you giving as you 

should, which is to give your very 

life?  17We do not see hardship in 

pursuing journey’s end but instead 

growing blessing, for we know 

that our first step of salvation 

brought the full reward.  18Only 

we want to know him more.  
19How joyous you make us that 

we journey together in his pursuit. 

Next Steps in the Lord 

3 What then remains for us to 

do?  Where is our next step in the 

Lord?  2These questions we ask of 

him every day, every moment, 

that we pursue his will.  3And he 

answers that we should always 

gather in fellowship, wherever we 

go, whether two or many more, 

for how shall anyone know him 

unless others so tell?  4While 

loving all, we always ask our 

friends whether they know the 

Lord, ready to make that 

introduction of him, love having 

prepared the heart to win the soul.  
5And our introduction always 

shows how easy salvation comes, 

not from works but fully from the 

grace of the Lord. 

6Then, among fellow 

believers, we always share God’s 

word generously, to encourage 

one another to come to the point 

of full trust in the word’s 

authority, making disciples of new 

believers.  7Maturation requires 

this sanctification in the word.  
8Then, among the mature, we urge 

one another to give one’s all fully 

to Christ, for indeed, Christ offers 

more.  9We pursue and embrace 

every next step, for those steps 

lead upward, each to greater 

blessing, as we grow ever nearer 

the Lord. 

10This pursuit is our one 

mission.  Is it yours?  11Are you 

urging one another along the 

narrow path, each one with the 



Letters to America’s Churches 

 

  91 

 

corresponding truth?  12Are you 

offering fellowship to the 

stranger, and then offering the full 

grace of the Lord?  13Are you 

offering God’s word to the new 

believer, while urging its full 

authority, to make a disciple of 

the new believer?  14And do you 

offer the disciple the privilege of 

giving more, indeed giving all, to 

the Lord, so that the disciple 

moves to lordship?   

15Do for each as they require, 

as the Lord’s prime parable 

instructs, and do so openly, so that 

they know your benevolent 

intentions.  16Every 

encouragement that you give 

another on their journey to the 

Lord is a benevolence for which 

God will reward you in heaven.  
17Store up your treasures there, as 

the Lord says, doing so with each 

steady benevolence.  18Live your 

spiritual life with intention, as the 

Lord commanded in his great 

commission, and your reward you 

will have assured. 

Now Is the Time 

4 Now is the time to welcome 

fellows for their confession, 

instruct believers into disciples, 

and challenge disciples toward 

lordship, using these truths of 

Christ’s grace, authority of God’s 

word, and sacrificial giving.  2For 

the days grow short and the nights 

are evil.  3Time runs out for us all, 

we don’t know when, but time 

runs out, never backward for 

more, always forward for less.  
4Labor for the Lord with the 

urgency that diminishing time 

commands.   

5And know that your enemy 

opposes you with powerful tools 

of deception.  6Do not 

underestimate your enemy, who 

holds nothing over our Lord Jesus 

Christ, but who deceives 

effectively.  7You must know the 

devil’s ways to recognize and 

counteract them, and you must 

teach others to recognize and 

avoid his deceptions.  8He 

snatches the word from those who 

consider Christ, troubles the new 

believer, and tempts the disciple 

with wealth.  9We know his ways, 

as God’s word reveals.   

10We must only act now, 

while we have the time to share, 

instruct, and encourage.  11The 

devil plays an end game, running 

out the clock, hoping that lives 

end before their tenants come to 

the Lord to live with him forever.  
12And so we play the short game, 

taking advantage of every 

immediate opportunity to show 

others the Spirit’s power, the 

Lord’s grace, and the Father’s 

love.  13We are your partners in 
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this exciting work.  Praise God for 

every opportunity! 

14Keep us in your prayers.  

We face many challenges near to 

home, as the enemy does his best 

to undermine us.  15But he will not 

succeed, only that we may have 

your prayers to help us on our 

way, for his challenges come to us 

at a cost.  16But God is always 

stronger, always preparing a way 

for us to advance in the good 

cause of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

whom we love with the love he 

showed us.  17We are passionate 

for Jesus because he was 

passionate for us, unto death.  
18May we have the privilege of 

sacrificing for him, and may the 

Lord give us such strength.  19We 

pray the same for you.  Amen. 
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Revel in the Lord 

From the apostle by the great-

lakes shore, whom the Lord 

pursued until he pursued the 

Lord, and his lakeshore 

fellowship, the brothers and 

sisters whom the Lord also 

pursued and who now pursue the 

Lord.  2We greet you, the 

fellowship of the nation’s great 

river at its mouth, the waterway 

into the nation’s heart.  3Your 

fellowship so aptly reflects the 

nation’s complicated soul, its rich 

mixture of people, culture, 

history, and struggle, with victory 

in the end, consummation in the 

Lord.  

4Your people, renowned for 

your seasonal revelry, celebrate 

with us in the Lord.  5We, too, 

revel in his goodness, in his 

bounty, in his invitation to eternal 

life, our joy overflowing into 

parade, dance, and song.  6Let 

your gladness spill over into the 

hearts of others whom you, in 

God’s Spirit, lift from the dead to 

new birth and transformed life, 

lasting to eternity.  7Together, we 

live resurrection life, that God 

resurrected our crucified Lord 

whose third-day victory out of the 

grave was for us, overcoming the 

very power of death.  8Dance, 

indeed, and shout and celebrate, 

for the final victory is here, ours, 

won for us purely by the Lord’s 

own love and grace.   

9You in your watery environs, 

souls filled with the Lord’s 

victory over death, would testify 

best that Christ’s salvation is the 

one great river of life.  10You 

invite your brothers and sisters in 

the Lord to situate themselves at 

the great river’s mouth, and, 
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accepting the Lord’s gift, steam 

full ahead, entering the heartlands 

of life.  11Pluck the sweet fruit 

growing on the riverbanks, and eat 

heartily of its lifegiving flesh, the 

Lord’s body, as you drink his 

wine, washing you in the Lord’s 

blood.  12We celebrate you and 

join you as river people, each 

having taken hold of the Lord of 

endlessly flowing life, he whose 

waters never fail, who satisfies 

every thirst.  Amen. 

Risen from the Dead 

13Need we say again, need we 

remind you, that this Lord whom 

we serve, having risen to eternal 

life after three days in the grave, is 

the Lord of the living, not of the 

dead?  14We hear rumor, praying 

that it not be true, that some of 

you have taken to venerating, 

even celebrating, death and 

communicating with the dead.  
15Let the truth be instead that you 

celebrate the Lord’s victory over 

death, that rather than have death 

fascinate and entertain you, you 

laugh in death’s face with your 

faith in the victorious Lord.   

16Dark arts, voodoo, and black 

magic mean nothing to us, nor, we 

hope, to you.  17We rise from the 

dead, not in conjuring séance but 

as the newborn and living, born 

spiritually to the Lord.  18We do 

not live reborn in a netherworld, 

as demons, ghosts, or figures, but 

in resurrected body, in God’s 

kingdom, his paradise.  19The 

Lord’s crucifixion does not draw 

us to the darkness of death but to 

the power of his obedience, his 

submission to his Father’s will.  
20We do not celebrate his death 

but marvel at his submission and 

welcome his sacrificial grace, 

celebrating instead his 

resurrection victory.   

21We follow a God of the 

living, not of the dead, a God of 

light, not of darkness.  22We call 

one another out of, not into, the 

evil one’s dark bayous, calling 

one another to the Lord’s light and 

life.  23Darkness is the devil’s 

ground, while the Lord’s light 

pierces darkness, instantly 

overcoming it.  24Darkness never 

stands against light, and so we 

stand together with you in the 

Lord’s light, victorious.   

A Pure Faith 

2 Nor do we mix what is holy 

with what is common, with the 

customs and conventions of the 

day.  2Our faith is not to take a 

little from here and a little from 

there to make our own concoction.  
3We do not mix Christian faith 

with native traditions, popular 

philosophy, and imported 

customs, hoping for something 
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more than Christ alone.  4Any 

such mix of the common with the 

holy gives us something less than 

faith, a watered-down drink from 

the Lord’s fountain of life, which 

is no life-giving drink at all.   

5We have only one faith, and 

that faith we share fully with 

people whom we do not even 

know and who have no taste for 

our customs and conventions, as 

we would have none for theirs.  
6No one improves on the Lord’s 

commands, nor the Spirit’s 

instruction.  7God is not local nor 

regional, not limited by custom, 

culture, or convention.  8We have 

one God over all, unlimited by 

human preference and undefined 

by human thought or conception.   

9You are no nearer God by 

casting his sole truths into your 

regional stew, spiced with your 

local preferences, than we would 

be nearer God by doing the same 

with ours.  10He is the spice, he is 

the flavor, and he is the bread of 

life for us all.  11We may take him 

with a little salt, and you may take 

him with a little pepper, but 

neither the salt nor the pepper 

adds anything to how or what he 

provides.  12We both instead seek 

his pure truth, the word of God, 

undistorted by any lens of custom 

or culture, not human but divine. 

Consider the Source 

13Consider the source from 

which you eat, the source from 

which you drink, when the eating 

and drinking involves what you 

believe and heed.  14Don’t make 

your habit to eat any fare that 

anyone offers, from whatever 

poisonous tree with whatever 

bitter root, or to drink from any 

foul cup filled from whatever 

toxic source.  15Instead, keep a 

steady diet of drawing from the 

word of God.  16Hear the word, 

study the word, reflect on the 

word, and memorize the word.  
17Then recall God’s word in both 

time of challenge and opportunity.  
18Make God’s word your supreme 

authority, not just another 

ordinary source to consider.   

19A source is not better simply 

because it appears to you or 

another one to be natural, native, 

or indigenous.  20Where did this 

idea come that what seems to 

originate in local soil, rising from 

one’s flesh and blood, carries 

more merit than what rises in the 

soul and spirit?  21We are not 

people of the dust, people of the 

soil, but instead divine creatures 

having the breath of life from the 

divine Creator.  22We do not find 

our life in procreation or in a fight 

for survival of the fittest, as if life 

were nothing more than being 

more promiscuous, or stronger 
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and swifter, meaner and more 

selfish, than others.   

23Remember instead your one 

source, your spiritual source, the 

breath that God blew into your 

infant nostrils.  24Remember how 

you drank the milk of God’s 

word, until God’s Spirit could 

nurture you with spiritual food, in 

the body of Christ.  25Drink deeply 

from your true source, from God 

himself, to find yourself 

nourished. 

Warning Against the Flesh 

3 No one who drinks of the 

flesh finds nourishment from the 

Spirit, for the flesh distracts the 

mind, tempts the soul, and 

weakens the spirit.  2So tell us 

frankly, are your parades, your 

seasonal revelries, of the spirit or 

of the flesh?  3Do you, as rumors 

reach us, parade naked, flaunting 

your flesh, flaming your desire, 

and pursuing your indulgences?  
4Drunken revelry, a lusting after 

the flesh, does nothing for the 

spirit or soul.   

5Go ahead and have a little 

wine if you must, settling your 

stomachs and enjoying your 

fellowship, but remain sober in 

soul and spirit, attuned to God.  
6Let your pursuit be holiness and 

your path to holiness be God’s 

word.  7Set aside the flesh and its 

desires, for you cannot satisfy the 

flesh, which is corrupt to the point 

of dissipation.  8Keep your body a 

temple for the Lord, for you are 

God’s temple.   

9Why do we remind you of 

these things, when we ought also 

to remind ourselves?  10But God 

gives us the strength to resist the 

flesh, and when we lack the 

strength, God gives us a way out.  
11His word is our way out, the 

shield for our eyes and the lamp 

for our feet, the salve to our mind 

and the milk for our stomachs.  
12We resist temptation, but more 

so, we turn to the word, consume 

the word, die to the flesh, and live 

in Christ.  13For living with 

temptation wearies the soul, while 

living with Christ removes cares, 

lifts burdens, and lightens one’s 

step. 

14Do you seek the flesh 

because you are weary?  15Then 

you must change course because 

seeking the flesh only wearies you 

further.  16Do you indulge because 

you carry burdens?  17Then you 

must again change course because 

indulgences only burden you 

further.  18The flesh draws you 

further into despair because the 

flesh is man without spirit, 

destined for death and dust.  19The 

flesh without spirit has no future, 
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having only short time, downward 

path, and death as destiny. 

20We are in fellowship in 

Christ because we know that we 

are not of the flesh but of the 

spirit.  21And we do not follow 

just any spirit, indeed do not 

follow spirits of any type, but we 

instead follow the one Spirit, 

God’s Spirit, sent to us by Christ.  
22God’s Spirit has the power to 

transform our lowly flesh into 

resurrected body, eternal, 

uncorrupted, worthy of standing 

before God.  23God’s Spirit gives 

us the image and identity, the 

substance and form, the character 

and perfection, of Christ.  24Be 

perfect, then, as your Father in 

heaven is perfect, and as the Spirit 

so instructs, shapes, and forms.  
25Indulge in the flesh no more. 

4 We hope to visit you then, 

not for seasonal revelry, but to 

celebrate with you quietly in your 

watery parishes, in your city and 

country churches, singing spiritual 

songs while seeking the Lord.  
2We wish to be close brothers and 

sisters to you, of your very stock, 

which is the royal lineage of the 

Lord.  3We hope to break bread 

with you, eating the body of 

Christ in communion with you, 

and drink the wine of the blood of 

Christ with you.  4We hope to see 

you immersed in belief, baptized 

in water, and receiving the Spirit, 

our trinity of the Father, Son, and 

Spirit.   

5We pray for your peace, pray 

for your comfort, and pray for 

your wisdom, praying foremost 

that you will know and do God’s 

will, for seeking his will brings 

you peace, comfort, and wisdom.  
6We pray for your protection, not 

just from hurricane storm and 

river flood but also from the 

enemy’s spiritual storms wrought 

of his legions.  7We pray these and 

many other things for you, in the 

name of our one Lord Jesus 

Christ, as he taught us to pray.  
8The Father honors the Son by 

doing as we ask in the Son’s 

name, and we honor the Father by 

honoring the Son when relying on 

the power of his name, with these 

right motives.   

9We ask only that you pray for 

our perseverance in trial, for the 

enemy knows that we move ever 

closer to the Lord.  10The Lord’s 

Spirit is presently swift afoot, 

active, preparing souls in the 

Son’s great body, to bring in a 

rich new harvest.  11The enemy 

sees our renewed hope, fanning 

the flames of our faith, and the 

enemy knows that he must call out 

his legions.  12Yet we know how 

he works, the Spirit giving us 

warning and instructing us in his 
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deceptions.  13We also warn one 

another, keeping watch over the 

newer and weaker members of our 

flock. 

14You, too, watch your flock 

closely, as the Good Shepherd 

does.  15Guard the weak, instruct 

the young, warn the strong, and 

care for the orphan and widow.  
16Do justice for others, and let 

them do justice for you.  17Pray 

for your leaders, and pray also for 

those who follow, that you may 

keep unity in the body, each 

reassured in their own gifts, 

talents, position, and place, none 

envying another.  18Warn your 

troublemakers, and then throw 

them out of the body for a time if 

they refuse to desist in their 

troubling ways.  19But let them 

return when they repent, for the 

Lord does not wish to lose so few 

as one. 

20Outside the body is cold, 

while inside is warm with 

fellowship.  21Outside the body 

are temptations, while inside, 

God’s word warns, comforts, and 

instructs.  22Nourish the body with 

the word, not in small but in large 

portions.  23Be prepared to give 

your reason for everything, and let 

your reason reside in God’s word.  
24Do these things, and you will 

flourish, for the Lord loves 

cheerful followers, especially 

cheerful givers.  25Do not be hasty 

in retreat.  Rather, stand firm in 

the Lord, who then will be with 

you.  Amen. 
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Let Jesus Christ be our one 

Lord and Savior today, 

tomorrow, and forever.  2To 

him be all glory and honor, the 

one to whom we give our 

continual praise.  Amen.  

The Race Not Yet Over 

3But who told you that you 

were all that you needed to be, 

that you had nothing more to 

discover of your need for him, 

how the Lord so graciously serves 

you?  4When did you decide that 

you had learned enough, sought 

him enough, and could take a 

spiritual vacation to languish in 

the common ways of the world?  
5Did someone tell you that you 

had already graduated, that you 

had already finished, indeed 

already won, the race so that you 

could rest on your laurels as 

victor?  6You are a victor in Christ 

where you now stand, and you 

have won the race if the race were 

to end today, but it has not ended, 

and you and the rest of us here 

have yet a way to run. 

7The running of which I speak 

is not the race that the world runs, 

after the things of this world, 

material things, things of the eye 

and the flesh.  8Rather, we run a 

race of the spirit, after the things 

of God, the things of another 

world, his kingdom, the kingdom 

of heaven.  9The race that we run 

is after different rewards, not of 

the eye and flesh but of God and 

his presence.  10That is our aim, 

that is our end, that we stand 

justified before God, and not 

justified in our efforts, as we 

could by striving justify ourselves, 

but instead justified solely in our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
11This race we have already won 

with our testimony, confessed 

before the body, his church, and in 

our conviction that he stands 

among the living of heaven.   

1 
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12But our race is not yet over 

because we stand here rather than 

in heaven.  13We breathe the dusty 

air of swirling earth, feel the 

sweat of toil drying on our 

sunburned brow, and feel our 

corrupt bodies decline with age 

and hard use, reminding us each 

minute that the race goes on.  
14Until we take our last breath, we 

have farther to run, lest he has for 

us one more glory to achieve here 

that he invites us to store up with 

him in heaven, one more 

testimony to give, one more 

mouth to feed, one more hand to 

help, one more breath to deeply 

breath.  15Lord forgive us that we 

consider the race done, when you 

have not yet called us home and 

have instead left for us the reward 

of least another one. 

On Sanctification 

2 While the Lord has more 

for us to do for him while we are 

still here on earth, the Lord also 

has more for us to become before 

we join him in his kingdom.  2We 

are not yet who we will be, not yet 

who we must become, for our 

work here us to have done.  3He 

has some quality yet to create and 

refine in us, some character yet to 

finish, but also some attitude yet 

to reject and some sin yet to 

remove.  4We are unfinished 

works while still briefly here, 

more common and of earth than 

holy of heaven, when the Lord has 

set us apart for him who is fully 

divine, thoroughly perfect, not just 

holy.   

5This ongoing sanctification 

we must let the Spirit continue in 

us, indeed we should embrace and 

welcome, for all whom we may 

become in the Lord’s hands.  6Bit 

by bit, sometimes in small steps, 

other times in great bounds, we 

must change, turn, stop one thing, 

and begin another, precisely as the 

Spirit guides us.  7The Spirit has 

so much work to do in the depths 

of our soul, a new person to knit 

together to replace the corpse of 

our earthly abode.  8For the Spirit 

doesn’t merely improve on the 

person who existed before 

confessing Christ but instead 

makes the person anew.  9Thus 

our turning and changing is not 

burnishing the defects from the 

old but giving new life to the new 

person and beginning to live more 

and more in the new. 

10We live in the new person, 

maturing the new spirit and 

feeding the new soul, when we 

dwell in the Spirit, letting the 

Spirit feed us his food, which is 

the body of Christ, the Word 

made Spirit for our soul.  11Listen 

to the Spirit, doing as he says, and 

you will find food, comfort, 
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counsel, and rest for your new 

soul.  12We live holy, set apart for 

God, not simply to meet a 

standard of conduct but to give the 

Spirit a proper abode, a temple of 

our bodies in which the Spirit 

joins with our spirit to worship 

Son and Father.  13Sanctification 

is thus a beautiful, life-giving, 

worshipful thing, not a chiseling 

of hardened dross from the 

unrefined metal of an old soul.  

Different Schools 

3 This sanctification of our 

spirits registers in our souls in a 

manner different from how the 

world trains its philosophers, 

rulers, and titans, in worldly ways, 

in worldly universities and 

schools.  2The worldly program 

lifts the soul in ever-greater self-

esteem, until the soul rules the 

world, judging, against the soul’s 

own standard, others sufficient or 

insufficient for its own ends, in its 

personal world of self-rule.  
3These worldly programs their 

administrators pattern after the 

way of the prince of this world, 

who first judged himself the equal 

of God and thus his own arbiter of 

right and wrong, not needful but 

disdainful of God.  4They 

construct their own little worlds, 

each to his own, not realizing that 

they are prisoners of their own 

jail, trapped within their earth-

bound and dead souls.  5Yet their 

progress in their worldly program 

they easily measure, as how they 

feel about themselves relative to 

others, superior, then gaining the 

world, which is their goal. 

6God’s sanctification proceeds 

in the opposite direction, with an 

opposite goal.  7Rather than 

elevating the self in its own 

esteem, to live a self-fulfilled life 

that ends in natural death, one dies 

to self, pursuing instead the life of 

God that never ends.  8The Spirit 

grows in us, giving us new life, 

when we care not at all for the life 

of the old worldly self.  9The 

direction, indeed, is toward ever-

greater humility rather than ever-

greater pride, perceiving the self 

properly as corrupt, abased, for 

self must die if spirit is to succeed.  
11The means is not to judge 

oneself and others, hoping to 

claim a self-esteem-feeding 

superiority, but instead to judge 

no one, letting God judge.  12And 

the goal is not to gain a temporary 

world while losing heaven, but to 

reject worldly enticements for 

heaven’s eternal reward.  13The 

one school of the world produces 

a superior and insufferable person, 

while the other, the Spirit of God, 

produces a humble and malleable 

soul, one whom God can accept 

into his eternal kingdom. 
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The Narrow, Rising Road 

4 You have chosen well in 

choosing God, pursuing him up 

his narrow, rising path.  2Some 

think that the pursuit of God 

involves impossible disciplines 

and tasks, and that all are better to 

keep to the broad and easy way.  
3The grain of truth in that view is 

that man alone indeed cannot 

discover and keep to that way.  
4But God makes all things 

possible.  5Christ marks the path, 

and the Spirit shows us the way.  
6And with the Spirit leading us up 

a path that Christ has already 

made, and not made for him who 

was already fully able and perfect, 

but rather made for us who are 

weak and corrupt, our way is not 

arduous but joyful.   

7The difficult way, indeed, so 

much as to be deadly, is the broad 

way down and away from God’s 

inviting kingdom.  8The first steps 

the enemy surely marks with ease, 

for otherwise none would take his 

awful invitation.  9But every easy 

indulgence of the self, every sin in 

dereliction of the commands of 

God, produces a little more 

corruption, while each greater 

corruption produces greater 

challenge and less ease.  10The 

steps are easy that way, as running 

downhill is easy, but the 

consequences at the bottom of 

each downhill run are hard, as 

falling into canyons is hard.  
11And then, one reaches a dark 

and empty canyon out of which 

one cannot climb without a holy 

Savior.  12True, the enemy’s way 

ends with man in absolute rule, 

but rule only over himself, giving 

him not a kingdom but a hell, the 

enemy’s subject. 

The Spirit’s Protection 

5 Now that you have chosen 

the rising road, the one path in 

Christ to God’s eternal kingdom, 

and now that you commit to run 

the race that is not yet over, make 

your destination sure by 

remaining in the Spirit.  2The 

Spirit not only sanctifies but 

empowers and protects.  3The 

Spirit is not only the one at whose 

shoulder you run, him keeping 

your pace and guiding your 

direction.  4The Spirit is also 

giving you your fuel, your food 

and drink, which are the body and 

blood of Christ, without which 

your run will be short and 

tiresome.  5And not only is the 

Spirit your running guide and 

supplying your fuel, but he is also 

keeping the obstacles from your 

path, the robbers and murderers 

who would leave you dead along 

the path.   
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6Do not think that you need 

little protection, that the enemy’s 

threats are weak and few.  7While 

Christ won you the victory, and 

your victory he has assured if you 

hold fast to him, the enemy has 

great powers of deception, 

submission to which would be 

fatal to your kingdom cause, if 

you were to let go of your Savior 

Jesus Christ.  8The devil has 

powers, none effective in the 

presence of Christ, but plenty 

effective in Christ’s absence, 

indeed sure to kill.  9But you 

know that Christ will not let you 

go, and so you know to hold fast 

to him, keeping in the Spirit so 

that the Spirit may keep your soul.  
10We each have the greatest need 

of him, which is why our Savior 

sent him to seal our souls.   

The Savior’s Glory 

6 Who, then is your joy, and 

who is your victory?  What is 

your cause, and where does your 

passion lie?  2Is it not with our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

whose confession you once made 

with such gladness and 

anticipation?  3Your one sure way 

of regaining that eager expectation 

and welling-up joy is to look 

again on your Savior, behold 

again all that he did for his 

magnificent accomplishment.  
4Remember his utter submission, 

sweating his own blood to agree 

to his Father’s will.  5Remember 

his awful pain, not just from 

scourging and crucifixion, but in 

his brief though necessary 

separation from his Father, heart 

surely rent with curtain come 

down. 

6Remember how gentle this 

perfect Son of Man was before his 

gruesome death, how he healed 

the hideous leper, who was you 

and me, at a soothing touch.  
7Remember how he guarded the 

prostitute against stoning, while 

turning her heart, which was our 

heart, toward his holy way.  
8Recall how he taught huge 

crowds with an authority that 

suddenly clarified their hopelessly 

confused condition, crystalizing 

their one way to a glorious 

kingdom that they could hardly 

imagine.  9Recall how with a word 

he instantly raised from the dead, 

children whose weeping parents 

were grieving bitterly but for one 

hope in this astounding Son of 

Man. 

10But above all, remember the 

Lord’s resurrection, in the 

knowledge and embrace of which 

we find our own escape from 

certain death.  11For his lifting this 

awful curtain revealed his greatest 

act, showing not only his own 

glory as God of all creation, 
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author of all life, but also his 

preposterous love for us.  12God 

gave his only Son for no other 

than you and me, for this fallen 

human race of which, until our 

good confession, we were just 

another death-bound tiny part.  
13He took our hands and hearts, to 

sweep us up as his intimate love 

and carry us across his threshold 

into his kingdom of heaven.  
14This gift we do not forget, the 

gift that endlessly lifts us 

heavenward.  15Praise God that 

you share it with us.  Amen. 
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Worthy of the Lord 

To the fellowship of the east, 

among the nation’s old hills 

and harbors.  The elders of 

our great-lakes fellowship greet 

you in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  2May you be worthy of 

our supreme Lord, the God of all 

creation, as you are worthy only 

when under his redemptive blood 

and in him.  3He made you worthy 

when you confessed his love for 

you, that he would take to the 

cross in payment for your sin.  
4And you are worthy, as all are 

worthy when under his blood.  

Amen. 

5We entreat you, still, that you 

would strive in your present 

condition to do everything in 

ways that honor the Lord.  6For 

while your salvation he has 

already assured, that victory that 

does not depend on your 

perfecting those things to which 

he called you, you should still 

honor the Lord in body and word.  

7He has rescued you, assured your 

salvation, but doesn’t he then 

command your honor even more 

so?  8Your salvation, though real 

and accomplished in him, is no 

license to do as you wish.  9We 

who are under his blood desire 

instead to honor the One who shed 

it for us, who surrendered 

everything out of love for us. 

10And didn’t the Lord give up 

more?  11We might give a little of 

what we had to help a friend, even 

a stranger, and much for a family 

member, all for a spouse or child.  
12Yet we have so little to give 

compared to what the Lord, the 

universe’s Creator, gave, which 

was everything that he is and 

everything that he made.  13And 

the Lord gave all not just for one 

or some but for everyone, indeed 

for sinners before holy ones.  14He 

deserves greater honor, indeed our 

everything, which is why we 

strive to be worthy of him even 

1 
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when, especially when, he has 

assured our salvation.  15We have 

much to do and give for him, not 

that we find it burdensome but 

instead find it honor, for who 

serves a greater master or a master 

offering greater reward? 

Creation for Him 

2 This Jesus whom we honor 

is indeed, with his Father, the 

Creator of all things, made 

through him and for him so that 

he would be both beginning and 

end.  2He is beginning because he 

was with the Father before God 

made anything, and then God 

made everything through him, so 

that he was the beginning of all 

things.  3He is the end because the 

Father has given everything to 

him so that he can gather 

everything under him to return 

everything to the Father, 

subjecting all again to the Father’s 

rule.   

4This creation of which we 

speak is not just earth but all 

things above and beyond earth, 

everything of matter, space, and 

time, for God rules and orders all 

things.  5God made nothing other 

than what he made through Jesus 

Christ, all things for him.  6God 

made everything for Jesus Christ 

because the Father loves the Son 

and put everything under the Son, 

first under the Son’s redemption 

and then subject to the Son’s rule.  
7When the Son returns, he will 

judge everything for the Father. 

8Creation honors the Son 

because the Father created 

through and for the Son.  9All 

creation will honor the Son 

because all creation is under the 

Son and subject to the Son’s rule.  
10Those who do not honor the 

Son, the Son will not redeem to 

his Father, because the Son cannot 

redeem those who refuse his rule.  
11The Father accepts no one who 

does not honor the Son because 

the Son is the Father’s image and 

glory, and the Father cannot 

accept those who reject the Father 

and the Son whom he loves.  
12The Spirit groans for creation’s 

redemption, and the Father hears 

the Spirit and prepares the age. 

The Spirit of the Age 

3 The Father prepares the age 

through the revelation of his Son 

Jesus Christ, whom all must 

know, whether they choose to 

believe him or not, before the age 

ends.  2The return of Jesus Christ 

grows closer because the sign of 

the times, the spirit of the age, is 

to reject all truth as intolerance 

and arrogance, when Jesus Christ 

is the truth.  3The spirit of the age 

must reject Jesus Christ because 
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the world is not of Jesus Christ 

but of the devil.  4The world 

rejects those who believe in Jesus 

Christ because they believe in 

truth, when the world rejects that 

anyone can know truth.   

5The spirit of the age is that 

truth does not exist, so that God 

cannot exist, and Jesus Christ 

cannot be the Son of God.  6The 

spirit of the age holds that only 

shared beliefs exist, none of which 

are true over another, so that to 

claim that Jesus Christ is truth and 

speaks truth, realities of his 

universe, is intolerance and 

arrogance.  7The spirit of the age 

aims to silence those who follow 

Jesus Christ because the age 

cannot accept anything as true, 

especially a truth that proves that 

the age’s spirit is false. 

8The spirit of the age is the 

great deception because the age 

cannot claim whether truth exists 

or not, without having a basis in 

reason and reality, dependent on 

truth.  9The spirit of the age 

deceives itself and others because 

it is false at its core, as the devil 

who authored the deception is a 

liar and deceiver at his core, out to 

destroy through deception.  10The 

spirit of the age, anticipating the 

antichrist, opposes Christ as the 

truth and opposes all truth so that 

none can judge whether Christ is 

true and speaks truth.   

Maintaining One’s Confession 

11But you are not of the spirit 

of the age because you have held 

onto your confession of Christ as 

having revealed his Father.  
12When Christ revealed his Father, 

so that we would know that he 

and his Father are one, he showed 

himself true, for what is true is 

from God, the Creator.  13Truth is 

that which reveals creation, so that 

when Christ shows us that we 

know his Father through him, 

Christ becomes the way and the 

life and truth.  14You hold onto the 

truth when you hold onto your 

confession of Christ as from the 

Father. 

4 You must continue to hold 

onto Christ, maintaining your 

confession against the spirit of the 

age, which fools so many who are 

in the world and of the world.  
2The Spirit of God guards your 

mind against the spirit of the age, 

giving you truth’s bulwark against 

deception.  3No one who lacks the 

Spirit can stand against the age 

because the age is how people 

who don’t know God think of 

themselves and everything else 

that God created.  4One cannot 

know truth without knowing God 

who created everything against 
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which truth measures.  5You 

maintain your confession because 

you have God’s Spirit and know 

God through his Son, and so you 

can see creation clearly as God 

made it. 

6We see clearly because the 

Spirit guides us into all truth, 

which is knowing how and why 

God made creation.  7We know 

that God made creation through 

Jesus Christ and gave humans the 

will to choose or reject him, so 

that Christ could redeem humans 

after their fall in rejection.  
8Christ’s redemption showed the 

love of the Son for the Father and 

the Father for all of us, and the 

glory of Father and Son, forever 

honored.  9Now that you know 

truth, you may discover many 

more things as God reveals them 

to you, as godly persons have 

already proven. 

The Spiritual Battle 

10These are your true battles, 

to know the truth and hold it 

against the sign of the times, the 

spirit of the age that denies the 

truth.  11For you know that we do 

not wrestle against material 

things, as against one another, but 

instead against spiritual forces of 

evil.  12We may disagree with 

others, and we may work for our 

bread, but the true battle is not 

against others or for our provision.  

13The true battle, the one of 

eternal significance, is the one that 

Christ wins for us when we hold 

to him, against the lies and 

deceptions of the age and against 

the evil one who authors lie and is 

the deceiver. 

5 We fight with the weapons 

not of war or of the flesh but of 

the Spirit and of truth.  2The fight 

entails holding to the truth, which 

is in our testimony of the power of 

the Spirit and authority of Jesus, 

that which his Father granted him.  
3We prevail in the battle when we 

speak the truth as the Spirit gives 

it to us, speaking the words of 

God about the truth that is in 

Jesus.  4We do not wage war as 

others wage it, in the flesh and in 

anger, but instead we seek the 

clarity that truth brings, whether 

others accept it or not.   

5For our victory, we do not 

need others to accept the truth that 

we speak, if we are vigilant in 

speaking it, because we fulfill our 

duty by speaking the truth.  
6Others debate to crush their 

opponents rather than to reveal 

truth, but we do not wish harm on 

our opponents, nor do we debate 

to win popularity contests.  7We 

speak the truth in love, and the 

Spirit moves the hearts and minds 

of our hearers, we know not when.  
8But as the prophet said, God’s 
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word does not return to him empty 

and instead accomplishes the 

purposes for which he sends it.  
9Continue to speak the truth in 

love, and you will have won the 

spiritual battle as a soldier of the 

Lord, your commander. 

10We give thanks for you 

every day, that you continue to 

stand by our side as we together 

fight the spiritual battle.  11We are 

the eternal victors because we 

have love as our weapon, in the 

person of Jesus Christ, as God 

who is love.  12Love all, not only 

us and your other brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  13For who knows 

but that your love will open the 

hearts of many to hear the word of 

God, accept the truth, and come to 

confess the Lord Jesus Christ as 

their one and only Savior.  Amen. 
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To the fellowship of the east, 

where lies a modern 

Aeropagus, scholars 

searching for a truth their 

ancestors knew but they have 

rejected.  2You, though, have not 

rejected the One who is truth, 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Son of 

God and Son of Man.  3You join 

us in the body of Christ, the 

church, the bride whom he loves 

and for whom he gave his life.  
4Jesus gave his life for you, that 

you could live for eternity with 

him.  5This reward is ours, that we 

will overcome death because he 

defeated death in his resurrection.  
6Yours was the first battle that 

gave the nation its independence.  
7Christ’s was the last victory that 

freed all peoples in all nations 

from death, if they should so 

desire it.  8Glory to God the Father 

for giving us his Son Jesus.  

Amen. 

Ten Commandments 

9My friends, look again with 

us at the ancient scriptures that 

Jesus fulfilled, the prophecies that 

prepared the world to receive him.  
10God gave Moses 

commandments to make a holy 

nation of his chosen people.  
11These commandments showed 

the glory of Christ, first that he 

would have none before him other 

than God his Father.  12Jesus made 

no idol of anything, neither the 

power that Satan offered him nor 

the power and honor of man.  13In 

greatest hardship, Jesus held up 

his Father’s name in glory, while 

others held it low and profane.  
14Jesus was the rest that his Father 

offered as sabbath.  15No one 

honored their parent more than 

did Jesus, living and dying for his 

Father, to rise again in his 

Father’s glory. 

2 Yet Jesus lived not only in 

right relationship in all ways with 

1 
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his Father, Creator God, but also 

in right relationship with man.  
2The Lord consorted with no one, 

not woman nor man, nor faction 

nor government, neither 

principalities nor rulers, of this 

world or beyond.  3His entire 

devotion was to his Father, the 

holy God.  4Jesus also stole from 

no one, neither things of this 

world nor things beyond.  5Jesus 

gave everyone everything that he 

had, while taking nothing from 

anyone but what they wished to 

give.  6The Lord’s testimony was 

true to his Father.  7Every word 

that Jesus spoke was as the Father 

told him.  8And the Lord coveted 

nothing, knowing that in his 

Father he had everything.  9The 

Lord fulfilled the scriptures, every 

word and letter, every dot and 

dash.   

Living by the Scriptures 

10We live by these scriptures, 

for we live in God’s word, Jesus 

Christ, the Son of Man.  11When 

we accepted Jesus as Christ, the 

Messiah, he sent us his Spirit to 

fill our hearts with his words.  
12The Spirit has written his words 

on our hearts.  13His words well 

up from deep within us, so that we 

do not just think them but live out 

his words.  14We live out each of 

the commandments that God gave 

Moses, out of our love for the 

Lord and ear for the Spirit.  15We 

make no theological or 

philosophical system of his words 

but simply live by the book of his 

life, doing as he said and did.  
16Obedience to his word is no 

matter of hardship but rather of 

privilege, in loving service for the 

Lord.  17We pray that the Spirit 

guide us in all things, showing us 

how to follow the word. 

3 Thus, we give of our time, 

treasures, and talents just as God’s 

commandments to Moses 

instructed.  2We give all honor and 

glory to God in Jesus Christ and 

to no other god.  3Indeed, we give 

to God first, a tithe of all he shares 

so richly with us.  4We do not treat 

any of his gifts to us as more 

valuable than him.  We make no 

idols.  5We are not selfish, not 

preferring to take for us before 

giving for him, and thus we do not 

take his name in vain.  6We are 

stewards of everything because 

everything is his, including the 

rest that we receive on his 

sabbath.  7We serve him before 

serving ourselves, thus honoring 

our Father, even as we care for 

our earthly parents.   

8We live minding our own 

business rather than invading and 

destroying the businesses and 

lives of others.  9We do not 

consort with people or things that 
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are not our own, even when they 

invite us, lest their attraction 

destroy us.  10We do not spend 

what we do not have, which 

would be to steal what others 

own.  11By living as sound 

stewards, we preserve the true 

testimony of the glory of God.  
12We do not live in debt and thus 

shame God’s name before our 

neighbors.  13And we live in 

contentment before God, in 

gratitude for what much or little 

he provides, rather than coveting 

things of our neighbor.  14We live 

as Jesus lived, gladly and joyfully, 

by every word of God. 

Rejecting God’s Truths 

4 These truths your ancestors 

knew, though many of your 

region’s scholars reject them, to 

entertain their minds with every 

curiosity.  2The way of scholarly 

advance is the way of faith, 

confident that God will reveal to 

the student of his way, wonder 

after wonder of his creation.  3Yet 

many scholars throw out God with 

no cause, to make gods of their 

supposed advances.  4They blind 

themselves to truth, deceived into 

thinking that only by rejecting 

truth can they discover new 

curiosities.  5They make the 

curiosities their idols, when 

everything true that they discover 

simply manifests another wonder 

of God.  6They reject the maker 

for the made, missing the 

authority of his design and beauty 

of his creation, and missing their 

salvation. 

7God is reasonable, indeed the 

author of reason.  8Yet when man 

makes a god of reason, of God’s 

own design, God must judge man 

deficient.  9Only a fool, the 

misguided scholar, and not God, 

bows to the scholar’s own 

creation.  10Restore in your seats 

of learning the place of God, and 

to your seats of learning you will 

restore reason.  11God will judge 

harshly the school the business of 

which is to certify foolishness, 

which is to say, godlessness.  
12We know why these schools go 

the way of Balaam, to be schooled 

by a donkey.  13Their academic 

priesthoods become proud of their 

supposed learning.  14God 

humbles the proud.  15They would 

better have assured their salvation. 

Endless Mysteries in Christ 

5 God binds up endless 

mysteries in his Son Jesus Christ, 

plenty for the curious to explore.  
2The mysteries of God are not 

hidden potions, charms, 

ornaments, or trinkets, nor 

alchemy.  3God hides mysteries in 

creation, properties of time, space, 

and matter that the brightest 
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minds have yet to discover.  4Yet 

these mysteries all point to Christ, 

through whom and for whom God 

made all creation.  5God’s creation 

reaches the incomprehensible 

expanse, revealing his heart for 

his Son.  6God’s creation began 

with his cataclysmic word to let 

his Son be the expanse’s light.  
7Creation’s great reaches contain 

God’s brilliant displays of 

immeasurable power and 

grandeur, wrapped up in his 

spectacular Son. 

8Within this frightening 

expanse, God perfectly balanced 

our spinning orb to sustain us, 

first in his paradise Eden, then 

fallen in broken creation, to 

sustain himself in his Son.  9God 

drew out, refined, and prepared a 

people to receive his Son, giving 

them writings with which to 

recognize him.  10And in all of 

creation, God declared his 

purpose to honor his Son as the 

One who would rescue for God 

his broken creation.  11We live in 

a universe of such epic meaning 

and wonder, befitting its Creator, 

that only arrogant men would 

miss it to pursue their dead 

theories.  12God gave us a rich 

playground and the mind and will 

for its earnest inquiry.  13Our one 

duty remains to honor God both 

for creation and for the mind and 

will to make inquiry of it.   

The Side of Truth 

6 Your quiet fellowship 

among these confused and 

conceited schools of thought 

heartens us, that all we have not 

yet lost.  2Perhaps your quiet 

witness will turn the strong tide, 

or if not, then save a lone 

scholar’s soul.  3We encourage 

you to continue your witness, for 

in your faith you are not alone.  
4God does more than preserve a 

remnant.  5He raises up an army of 

faith-won souls.  6The confused 

nation may careen away, led to its 

shameful demise by its misguided 

scholars.  7Or it may turn again to 

listen to its humble faith souls, 

through whose earnest 

righteousness God may once 

again lift the nation.   

8We pray with you for the 

latter course, although our destiny 

is not with the nation.  9Our 

destiny lies with God, who is 

already the victor.  10Our duty to 

the nation is only to proclaim 

God’s call and to live as godly 

souls, within the nation’s laws.  
11We know our destiny, even if we 

do not know the nation’s destiny.  
12A battle of destinies surely 

ensues.  13God’s word tells of this 

battle and of its outcome in God’s 
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full favor, though we know not 

which nations will rise and fall.  
14That God prevails is enough for 

us, even though we pray that the 

nation once again fosters the 

salvation of many more souls.   

15Write us of your faith.  Give 

us news of how you see the 

struggle.  16We stand with you, 

strengthened by your faith.  

Amen. 
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Renewing the Covenant 

To the nation’s fellowship, 

from your brothers and 

sisters of the great lakes.  
2We call on you to defend the 

Lord’s one true faith.  Join us, 

answering our call, while the Lord 

tarries.  3Let us renew our 

covenant with the eternal God, 

before time runs out and we find 

ourselves too late.  4Time indeed 

runs short, for the hour of his 

return no one knows.  5Make the 

most of the last hours and 

minutes, so that no one may 

regret.  6The Lord does not count 

those short who pursue him to the 

end.  Amen. 

7My friends, those who 

preceded us in the faith, you who 

first shared with us the bread of 

life, the drink that never runs out, 

have we caught and passed you on 

the long road to our common end?  
8After your testimony caught our 

ear, your joy moved our hearts, 

and your defense stirred our 

spirits, have you let us forge 

ahead without you?  9Tell us that 

you still walk the road, indeed that 

you run the same race of faith, the 

one in which all who compete 

emerge victorious, carried along 

by the Lord.   

10We beg you to renew your 

covenant with us, the promise that 

we shared, in which our 

covenanting party was none less 

than the Lord himself, the God of 

promises kept.  11Though we 

weaken in our resolve, the Lord 

renews us with his own faith, for 

he cannot reject himself.  12The 

offer that we accepted was 

precisely him, his life for our life, 

eternity for our destiny.  13This 

covenant of faith has the greatest 

possible cause supporting it, the 

greatest possible value, which is 

that you walk from death into 

endless paradise. 

1 
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14Let the nation stir again with 

the rising Spirit, the One who lifts 

millions as readily as one, and 

lifts one as preciously as millions.  
15Plead with us that God would 

once again wash this nation from 

shore to shore with the Lamb’s 

blood, poured out over our 

common confession.  16Agree with 

us that the nation has fallen far 

from its origin in common ideal, 

not then a people of race or soil 

but a people in pursuit of the 

glorious God of all grace.  17Call 

with us for him to forgive our 

breach and restore to us the 

inheritance that comes with his 

covenant, that we are his children 

adopted on account of his one 

Son. 

Fall from Grace  

2 How has the nation fallen, 

even as its powerful sophisticates, 

those who ignore God’s 

commands in favor of their own 

philosophies, and who hate the 

fellowship, misperceiving its rise?  
2They have ruled illegal the 

sacrament of marriage, that no 

state may recognize the bond 

between man and woman that 

God first instituted as your 

familial bedrock.  3Having first 

broken the marriage bond in their 

laws, they then abolished it as a 

repugnance, to pursue their own 

repugnance.  4As a consequence, 

married households are now the 

nation’s minority, the bedrock no 

more, your children suffering 

from broken homes. 

5The nation has indeed turned 

its back on its children, 

celebrating their destruction in the 

tens of millions even before they 

see daylight.  6The nation has 

eliminated generations of its own, 

especially those of the poor and 

those whom the elites judge 

foreign, by taxing all to fund the 

innocents’ silent destruction.  
7And when people of faith rose 

against this silent horror, the 

hopeless struggle of helpless 

innocents, the nation’s elite once 

again imposed its awful law, not 

democratically but by elite edict.   

8And though the nation reaped 

riches never seen, in abundance 

that should have caused it to 

glorify God, it turned inward to its 

riches rather than upward to God 

or outward toward the poor and 

immigrant.  9It let millions of 

immigrants pour in across its 

borders to work its fields and 

factories, for the elite’s ever-

greater profit and ease, 10but then 

denied the immigrant a homeland, 

while turning its back on its own 

workers whom the immigrant and 

foreign production displaced.  11It 

piled up mountains of debt, 

stealing again from its children 
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and from future generations.  
12The nation turned toward self-

righteousness, drawing on its 

comforts while bloodying its 

hands with the lives of millions of 

defenseless innocents. 

Forsaking God 

13Our prime confession, 

though, is that we have forsaken 

you, God, removed you from our 

schools and workplaces, even our 

homes and hearts.  14All our sin 

would be nothing if we had only 

held fast to you through the 

redemptive work of your Son, for 

every nation has fallen, everyone 

sins.  15Our sins, though so glaring 

as to make the nation a mockery 

for the world, would mean 

nothing to you, Lord, if we had 

only held fast to our confession, 

for we know not what we do, only 

trusting that you do. 

16But we went our own way, 

hard and fast after our many own 

ends, finding everything to keep 

us busy other than the worship of 

you, our one true end.  17We 

abandoned prayer, forgot your 

word, stopped gathering in your 

celebration, and closed your 

churches, as the number of our 

fellowship fell.  18We no longer 

shared our testimonies to your 

grace, no longer baptized one 

another in remission of sin, and no 

longer sought your Spirit.   

A Nation Rises 

3 But then, as God withdrew 

from the land that rejected him, 

and as calamities compounded on 

our heads, the nation discerned 

again the penalty of pursuing its 

own ends.  2Hard rulers in the 

nation’s arrogant capitol heard 

humble voices of faith that they 

had not heard, or to which they 

had not listened, in generations.  
3Prayer once again took hold, not 

just in the few houses of earnest 

fellowship, but in homes and 

even, privately, in schools, 

workplaces, and public halls.   

4Great houses of faith arose, 

where preachers shared God’s 

word again as others had once 

told, not hesitating to speak of the 

nation’s woes.  5The nation’s 

rulers sneered down at the 

growing fellowship, which 

responded not in anger but with 

ever-more-earnest prayer that the 

nation would return to its senses, 

to embrace again its holy God.  6A 

light dawned, as the people took 

hope again not just in their own 

salvation, but that salvation would 

spread once more across the land.   

7What the nation had lost in 

its faith, staggering in its way, its 

people found for it again, 

steadying the nation’s frame.  8Sin 

hardly abated, for earth-bound 
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man will always sin, until Christ 

returns to put Satan off.  9But 

rooted once again in the word of 

God, the people could discern sin 

once more, to choose their 

righteous path.  10People once 

again had their choice, and many 

chose the path of righteousness, 

happy to embrace their one true 

God in Christ.   

11The nation would take many 

years to heal, many years to clear 

its temple of the deadly artifacts 

that its straying from God had 

collected against its holy credit.  
12Brothers and sisters of faith 

would have much work to do to 

restore the land, many to guide 

and instruct, while much to learn 

again.  13But God is patient with 

those who repent, even with 

nations, and repentance is in any 

case far better than to continue 

down the destructive path.   

14Stand then, America, in your 

churches.  Stand for our faith, as 

generations before us also stood.  
15Remember that one never loses 

the Father’s cause, his victory 

already won in the glorious Son.  
16Stand for the Son and with the 

Son, assured in your faith.  You 

know that you have the victory.  
17Share the faith again throughout 

the land, that others would share 

in the victory.  18Keep the 

fellowship strong.  Heed the word, 

and share the word, always in the 

Spirit.  19And may God forgive 

and bless the nation again. 
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To the fellowship of the north 

woods and lakes, from your 

brothers and sisters of the 

great-lakes fellowship, who share 

not only your witness to the Lord 

Jesus Christ but also your long, 

cold, winter nights.  2We thank the 

Lord with you for how he keeps 

us and calls us to his intimacy in 

those long nights, when we know 

that he alone is our shelter, he 

alone our light, and he alone our 

strength.  3No storm is too great 

for him whose word calms the 

storm.  4No winter is too long that 

he cannot bring again the 

blossoms of spring.  5With God, 

spring is eternal, and no night 

exists, for he is hope and light.  

Amen. 

Answered Prayers 

6We have piled up to heaven 

with you, prayers for the full 

fellowship, not just our own 

fellowships but prayers for the 

whole body, his church of which 

Christ is the head over all.  7God 

has not ignored those prayers, 

those which we so diligently made 

in the Son’s own name, but 

instead heard and accepted each 

one.  8God answers prayer, which 

is also to say that God knew the 

prayer before it reached our lips 

and had already considered the 

answer done.   

9Many times, God’s answers 

are immediate, although we so 

swiftly forget our prayers that we 

hardly recognize many answers 

when come.  10Other times, his 

answers appear slow to us, 

although swift to him, for he 

knows what comes.  11Other 

times, God answers in due time, 

but we do not learn of the answer, 

do not see it or recognize it when 

it comes, leaving us to trust.  
12And that is our faith, that we 

know not how he may answer or 

when he may answer, but we 

1 
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know that he does.  13The prayer 

made in such faith earns its 

answer, just as he says that we 

must believe it done.   

2 Always, though, God 

answers as sovereign, not as 

subject to our will but as his will 

be done.  2No prayer can reduce 

his sovereignty, making us god 

and God none, for if God were not 

to maintain his sovereignty, then 

he could accomplish none.  3Pray 

with right motives, within God’s 

will, and your prayer will move 

mountains, if you consider it 

done.  4To pray within God’s will 

is not simply to pray for what he 

is already going to do.  5Your 

prayer moves God’s heart, leading 

God to cause different outcomes, 

although always his outcomes, the 

better then done. 

Good News of Grace 

6The elders here celebrate 

your continuing witness to the 

Lord’s grace.  7His grace alone 

won your hearts, moving you 

from acquaintance to follower, in 

eternal relationship.  8You did not 

earn eternity through your own 

efforts or character.  9Nor did you 

discover a formula or philosophy 

in coming to Jesus Christ.  10You 

did not have to qualify for 

kingdom membership through the 

acquisition of special knowledge, 

nor by reciting special incantation.  
11Rather, you accepted the 

gospel’s simple message that the 

Son of God came to earth to die 

for you so that you could return 

with him to heaven.  13Your 

salvation was free to you, while 

most expensive to him, showing 

God’s extraordinary love for you, 

as for us. 

3 You have all you need in 

Jesus, your confession fully 

sufficient under his grace.  2Add 

anything to what you already have 

in Jesus, and you make what you 

have not more but less.  3Possess 

everything else but Jesus, and you 

have nothing at all.  4Such is the 

immeasurable value to you of his 

pure grace.  5If the world realized 

but this one truth, then he would 

have redeemed all creation, as his 

return to make every knee bow 

will surely do.  6You, though, 

have bent your knee in most-

welcome deference to his sudden 

and improbable grace, paradise 

eternal now assured.   

7If your trust should ever 

weaken, then remember that only 

God alone could project a truth so 

simple and yet so rich.  8No 

philosophy or religion comes 

anywhere close to being so pure 

and accessible, so readily 

expressed and easily welcomed, 

as salvation in Christ.  9Nor does 
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anything else offer the word’s 

endless depth, not that the 

message of Christ is complex but 

that one cannot exhaust it.  
10Consider but one of the Master’s 

parables, but one verse of his.  
11Meditate on his word for as long 

and as deeply as you wish.  12The 

body of Christ feeds one to 

eternity, an endless unveiling of 

goodness.  13You know this 

inexhaustible gift of his grace. 

Wisdom in Christ 

4 This grace of Christ makes 

one not just free of sin’s guilt but 

also wise.  2The wisdom of Christ, 

embedded most surely in his 

steady grace, is not worldly 

wisdom.  3The Spirit’s words that 

you speak will not earn you 

academic degrees, nor other 

official recognition and public 

honor.  4But Christ’s wisdom will 

earn you what you need, keeping 

you holy for his kingdom.  
5People will listen when you 

speak with the Spirit’s authority, 

knowing that they for once hear 

truth.  6Christ is true because his 

Father created the world through 

him.  7He can have no lie in him. 

8Wisdom in Christ is your 

sure protection.  9Those who hear 

the Spirit’s wisdom avoid all 

deception, that which leads to 

death.  10The Spirit holds one true 

to the grace of Christ, so that we 

rely not on worldly things but on 

Christ’s work, his coming, 

crucifixion, and resurrection.  
11Truth is in Christ’s coming and 

crucifixion, while life is in his 

resurrection.  12You know the 

truth and life because you have 

confessed need of Christ’s 

cleansing blood and known his 

resurrection.  13Praise God that we 

stand before him innocent of 

anything but the blood of Jesus, 

our salvation.   

Offices in the Church 

5 To you who administer 

Christ’s church, I say to hold fast 

to the Spirit, in both the honor and 

humility of our Lord.  2Do not 

think your work less than the 

work of a preacher or teacher, or 

more than the work of any other 

member of Christ’s body.  3Those 

who carry out diligently the gift of 

administration hold an office 

precious to the Lord.  4So, too, do 

those who teach or preach, and 

those who fulfill any other office, 

whether the people regard their 

role as high or low.   

5Whatever is your office in 

the body, make sure that you carry 

it out with all diligence because 

you truly work for the Lord.  
6Recall always, the highest office 

that your Lord holds, as the Son of 



Letters to America’s Churches 

 

  122 

 

God, heir to God’s throne.  7And 

then make it your duty to serve as 

fitting to the One who sits on the 

throne, using every gift with 

which he has granted you for good 

service.  8In this way, you will 

carry out your duties as the 

privilege that they truly are.  9Few 

serve in the company of a king, 

while fewer still serve the great 

King, except that any may serve 

him.  10Respect your high office. 

11May the words of this 

meditation bless your fellowship, 

as I intended them.  12I would 

have the same things to say to you 

if I were to visit you again, which 

I am eager to do, time and means 

permitting.  13The Lord offers me 

much work, of which I am 

surpassing glad.  14My only regret 

is that I find so little time for all 

that I wish to do for him, except 

that he gives me all that I need.  
15He also accepts graciously the 

little that I can offer him.  16He 

will do so for you, too.  17God 

bless your hands as they labor in 

his vineyard.  Amen. 
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To the fellowship of the south, 

named for a native people 

who spread their mounds 

throughout the nation’s center, 

well before the nation formed.  
2Your state also shares the name 

of the nation’s great river, the 

watercourse that once carried the 

dreams and still carries the 

commerce of the nation’s people.  
3Your brothers and sisters of the 

great-lakes fellowship in Christ, 

well to your north, share these 

greetings with you, bringing the 

Lord’s mercy and peace.  4We 

renew our shared commitment 

with you to the cause of Christ, 

though he is already victor in that 

cause.  5We only fight to stand on 

his side ourselves, assuring our 

own destiny, and to win more 

voices to his honor in victory, that 

others would join us in victory’s 

cause.  6Glory to the God of 

honor, righteousness, and destiny.  

Amen. 

Freedom Won 

7Your history knows slavery, 

as does the nation’s history.  
8Indeed, human history is the 

story of slavery, for every nation 

and state, and for everyone.  9Our 

mothers and fathers, themselves 

children of a fallen creation, born 

into sin, bear us into like slavery.  
10We slave to sin, bearing 

corruption’s consequences, bodies 

dying, broken and beaten down.  
11Our corporeal existence chains 

us to bodies of flesh, the nature of 

which is nothing but temptation.  
12Has flesh ever raised you in 

victory?  13Have you ever sated 

your hunger, slaked your thirst, 

strengthened your weak frame, or 

healed your sickness, without 

their soon return?  14Has anyone’s 

flesh escaped the veil of death, the 

final slavery?  15The human race 

knows slavery, which we then 

compound by further oppressing 

1 
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one another as we attempt in 

futility to escape. 

2 Yet these corruptions and 

their end in death are precisely 

that from which Christ freed us.  
2Christ overcame every temptation 

of the flesh.  3He also sent us his 

Spirit to strengthen us to do the 

same.  4Christ also defeated our 

final slavery, death.  5He rose 

from the dead with the promise 

that everyone relying on him 

would do the same.  6Christ freed 

us from both the flesh’s power of 

temptation and flesh’s ultimate 

consequence in death.  7These 

slaveries, which have been from 

the fall the awful destiny of every 

member of human, hold no power 

over us while we remain in Christ, 

who is our spectacular victory. 

Freedom from Oppression 

8Christ also frees us from the 

oppressions of man.  9His words 

and Spirit, carried by the fearless 

saint, sear the conscience of every 

oppressor.  10He has forced 

millions to relinquish their 

horrible slavery cause.  11Yet even 

where slaveries of many kinds 

persist, as they do in degrees for 

all of us, the indwelling presence 

of Christ’s Spirit meets the slave’s 

every spiritual need, even while 

one still rules another in the flesh.  
12Every ignored servant finds their 

recognition in Christ.  13Every 

abused servant finds their justice 

in Christ.  14Every starved servant 

finds their nourishment in Christ.  
15Every hardened servant finds 

their intimacy in Christ.  16Every 

deprived servant finds their 

consolation in Christ.  17Every 

slave finds their advocate in 

Christ.  18And no matter the 

deprivation’s degree, Christ 

further gives every sufferer their 

eternal victory.  19Christ’s eternal 

life in resurrected body soon frees 

every slave who holds fast to 

Christ. 

3 Christ also frees us from 

our own oppressions.  2We look 

away from the injustices others 

exact upon us, for our freedom 

instead in Christ.  3No other, even 

those who love us most, can 

possibly do us complete justice.  
4We could easily rankle at every 

little offense, spoiling our 

relationships with those closest to 

us.  5Instead, we ignore others’ 

injustices, forgiving them quickly, 

while relying on the steady and 

complete justice of Christ.  6We 

also look away from the 

incapability of others, for our full 

satisfaction in Christ.  7No one but 

Christ can possibly meet all our 

needs.  8Rather than beg for 

satisfaction from those closest to 

us, and then rankle when they do 



Letters to America’s Churches 

 

  125 

 

not supply it, destroying our 

closest relationships, we look 

instead to Christ, who fully 

satisfies.  9We thus escape our 

own oppressions, arising in unmet 

expectations. 

Life in the Savior 

10These things we have 

learned from Jesus about his river 

of life.  11You live along the 

nation’s great river, but you truly 

live in the Savior’s spiritual life.  
12Jesus gives you unending life-

giving water, the spiritual drink 

that lasts to eternal life.  13He also 

gives you the fruit of the life-

giving trees that grow along the 

river, the spiritual food that feeds 

eternal life.  14None have this 

eternal life other than those who 

eat and drink from Jesus.  15His 

body and blood are the substance 

of eternal life, the gateway into 

the kingdom and the kingdom’s 

sustaining life.  16Whether you 

live on earth in plenty, or die on 

earth from material want, when 

you gave your life to Jesus, you 

assured your eternal life.  17God 

welcomes into heaven those who 

drink the blood and eat the body 

of Jesus Christ, in communion 

unto eternal life. 

4 This life in the Savior is far 

better than you could do on 

others’ terms, indeed infinitely 

better.  2The tempter offers you 

brief pleasure, in exchange for 

eternal torment.  3The philosopher 

offers you reason, from a 

foundation built on sand.  4The 

epicurean offers you sensuality, a 

feast of tastes, in exchange for 

your spirit.  5The world offers you 

itself, but only briefly, until your 

natural life dies out.  6Jesus, by 

contrast, offers you the eternal 

pleasure of his presence.  7He 

offers you reason built on the 

rock.  8Jesus offers you spiritual 

joy better than any material feast.  
9And he, like the world, offers 

himself, but unto eternal life.   

10You have chosen the better 

in choosing Jesus Christ.  
11Perhaps your experience with 

slavery has shown you the value 

of his freedom.  12Maybe your life 

along the nation’s great river has 

shown you your spiritual 

watercourse.  13Or the native 

people who built your decaying 

mounds may have shown you how 

temporary is anything in this life.  
14But the elders here believe 

instead that you simply saw and 

received the superior life of Jesus, 

the grace that his Spirit 

communicated to you.  15In this 

discovery, we are your committed 

brothers and sisters, from the 

same spiritual parent, the Father 

of Jesus Christ.  16Keep to your 
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narrow way until the river takes 

you to your destination.  17Follow 

the beacon on the broad river’s 

horizon, who is Jesus Christ.  

18Hold to your bold testimony in 

his name, and so hold to your 

paradise destiny.  Amen. 
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Brothers and sisters at the 

nation’s Western gate, from 

our fellowship among the 

lakes, we give you greetings in the 

precious name of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, 2he who gave us life 

everlasting, to whom we owe our 

everything, and from whom we 

receive unending grace.  3We 

thank God daily for sharing with 

you the privilege of testifying to 

the Lord’s goodness, how he 

alone salves our conscience, lifts 

us, and gives us more than hope, 
4his strongest assurance that we 

live consequential lives rich with 

his eternal purpose, to the glory of 

the one great God.  5May we 

together praise the Lord’s name 

from this day on and forever.  

Amen. 

A Question of Faith 

6My earlier letter conveyed to 

you more of his promised 

assurance, the reward that we seek 

in hewing to God’s eternal truth 

that our one Creator has made a 

path for us to him in the 

crucifixion, resurrection, and 

ascension of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  7You responded to the 

gospel message with such joy and 

affirmation that you compelled me 

to write again, this time not with 

reminders of the One in whom we 

have our hope, nor with guiding 

doctrine, but with the questions 

that caused me to write in the first 

place.  8Show me in reply that my 

concern for you has no place, that 

you stand on solid ground, the 

foundation who is Jesus Christ.   

9For indeed, your show-me 

reputation in these parts, a 

reputation in which some of your 

brothers and sisters take no little 

pride and that many of you 

promote, causes me to ask 

whether you mean to extend your 

curious evidentiary demand to 

matters of faith.  10Are you saying 
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that you need to see more to 

believe what so many have 

witnessed and more have 

professed?  11People take on faith, 

without evidence of any kind or 

other logical proof, a myriad of 

common matters, including for 

instance the date and location of 

their own birth.  12You have 

plenty of evidence for the life, 

death, and resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  Do you mean 

to demand more?   

Faith Affirmation 

13So there I state the question 

that I have long wished to ask you 

but had not yet.  14Yet again, your 

response to my first letter 

contained such strong affirmation 

that you embrace the gospel truth, 

that I see now that surely you do 

not mean to demand something 

more than so many witnesses, not 

to mention God’s own Spirit, has 

already shown you.   

15Instead, your affirmation of 

faith clarifies for me that your 

show-me demands have nothing 

to do with these firmly established 

scriptural matters, not only of 

historical record but of faithful 

witness.  16Indeed, I now see that 

your requests for evidence instead 

refer to others’ challenges to your 

obviously fruitful faith.  17Having 

all the confirmation that you need 

that Christ died and rose again for 

you, as your rescue from your 

very death, you now rightly 

demand that anyone saying 

otherwise show you their own 

substantial evidence.   

18Please tell me that your 

situation is as I now perceive, that 

your faithful character is even 

better than I hoped.  19Your last 

affirmation meant much to us 

here, and so affirm again for us 

your devotion to Jesus Christ, for 

with each testimony you share, 

you encourage many.  20I read 

your letters widely to encourage 

our fellowship.  Let us hear even 

more of your abiding faith. 

Special Vision 

2 You indeed have a peculiar 

vision to share with us and the rest 

of the nation, as you look west 

from your riverside gate across 

the harvest hills and plains into 

the Lord’s high mountains.  2We 

should all have your vision, past 

near toils to the heavenly ranges 

that point us upward toward our 

divine destiny.  3Your focus is 

afar, our focus too near.  Your 

focus is outward and upward, 

while ours is too often inward and 

down.  4Keep your eyes on the far 

mountains, your perspective far 

across the sun-burnt plains.   

5Look beyond your hills to 

your eternal destiny with the Lord, 
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who stands atop the highest 

mountain ranges, so that the small 

things that stand in your way do 

not discourage you.  6Small 

annoyances may clutter your 

journey, but they are not your end.  
7You live not for this anxious day 

but for the day of the Lord’s 

return, for the day that the Lord 

carries you heavenward.  8Roll 

your wagons west to the foothills, 

and then prepare to climb the 

mountains with the Lord holding 

your hands, for he wants you 

dwelling with him in the high 

places. 

9With such an all-powerful 

and gracious Lord, why do we 

cower and stoop?  Why do we 

trouble at all about the things that 

impede our progress?  10I urge 

myself as much as I urge you, to 

look to the hills, keep our vision 

heavenward.  11Doesn’t the Lord 

want us to see him coming on the 

clouds?  Hasn’t he called us to 

prepare for that day, which may 

be today or tomorrow, and to keep 

the sharpest lookout?   

12You have sent many 

pioneers westward toward the 

Lord’s mountains, for which you 

will earn your heavenly reward.  
13Maintain your testimony, 

continue your witness to others, 

but also be sure that you, too, 

journey outward and upward to 

join the Lord.  14Stay close to him, 

my friends, and he will stay close 

to you.  15We celebrate the 

salvation of every new saint, 

while we also guard our own 

relationship with the Lord.  
16Indeed, we have no testimony 

without relationship.  The Lord 

supplies the Spirit. 

Sharing in the Returns 

3 Didn’t we send Barton and 

other elders to you, those who not 

only knew the word but also could 

help you rebuild from your latest 

storms?  2They are of much 

service to many, giving their 

elderly days for this service work 

while testifying to the Lord’s 

provision, so that we hope that 

they were of service to you.  3We 

did not send them to you simply 

for their labor but for their 

witness, to encourage you when 

your circumstance might have led 

you to think that the Lord had 

withdrawn.  4But you know as 

well as we do that the Lord does 

not leave, does not forsake, 

especially in the storm.  He is 

never far. 

5You have more than returned 

our favor with your prayers, not 

that we expected anything from 

you.  6Indeed, though we welcome 

your prayers and other gifts of 

encouragement, we count every 
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unreturned service more to our 

eternal credit.  7We look for 

nothing in return when doing the 

Lord’s work, for the Lord supplies 

the return, even though we still 

appreciate your generosity.  8Tell 

us again how we may serve you, 

so that we may earn more of an 

eternal reward or so that we may 

rejoice in your own generosity in 

return.  9How precious are these 

voluntary exchanges with our 

brothers and sisters in the Lord!  
10You prove again that the 

kingdom of heaven is indeed 

among us.   

11What faith assurance 

remains, then for us to return to 

you?  12What spiritual debt do we 

owe you that we may repay, so 

that we can celebrate with you 

once again how our commerce 

with you is in the good Lord’s 

kingdom?   

13Let me make this good 

deposit with you: Jesus Christ 

captured me from the enemy, 

turned me from the sinful ways 

that the enemy had sown with me, 

and gave me unsurpassable riches, 

up to life eternal.  14You have my 

assurance, my confidence 

conveyed to you, as my full 

repayment of every spiritual debt I 

had accrued with you.   

15Praise the Lord God for his 

mercy.  Praise the Lord God for 

his strength.  16We joyfully renew 

this unbreakable bond with you, 

praying that the Lord will bless 

and keep you.  Amen.   
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Greetings to our brothers and 

sisters of the big-sky 

fellowship, you who live on 

the rising plains and among the 

high foothills of the nation’s great 

western mountain range.  2We of 

the great-lakes fellowship pray 

fervently for your peace and 

strength in the Lord, that you 

would know again of the great 

mercy he has shown you.  Amen. 

3Your spectacular lands so 

remind us of the Lord, that his 

mercy rises to the top of your 

highest mountain, while his love 

reaches down into your deepest 

canyon.  4If we were to live 

among you, then we would look 

often to your great mountains, 

each time reminded that he is far 

greater, higher, broader, deeper, 

purer, more ancient, and more 

lasting than their tallest peak.  
5The Lord would bound up your 

peaks at an instant, standing 

astride their whole range, ready to 

cast them into the ocean with a 

single roar.  6He is the Lord of the 

mountains, not of the plains.  

Though his love reaches all of us 

wherever we are, we should be 

looking to his mountains. 

Confession of Sin 

7I would rather continue to 

write of our love for the Lord and 

his love for us, such love that he 

gave us his life, only to take his 

life up again to prepare a place for 

us with him.  8But to reach that 

place, to dwell forever with the 

Lord, we each, every one of us, 

have peculiar need to confess our 

sins, for the Lord is holy and 

desires that we be holy with him.  
9Maturing in the Lord does not 

involve ever greater confidence in 

one’s own worth but instead ever 

greater knowledge of his worth, of 

which our personal measure is our 

need for his sacrifice.  10Maturing 

in the Lord involves ever greater 

discovery of our own sin, not of 
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our worth, and not of the sins of 

others.   

11And so we confess once 

again, not repeating confessions 

that we previously made and yet 

failed to turn from such sin, but 

instead confessing new 

discoveries of corruptions we had 

previously not seen.  12We do turn 

from sin rather than glorying in 

our shame, but we then discover 

more of our own sin, as the Spirit 

gently reveals it to us.  13The 

Spirit thus draws us closer in 

holiness to our ever-more-

precious Lord, not that we are 

perfect like him but that he 

sanctifies us as holy.  14Wretched, 

pitiful, poor, blind, and naked, we 

have such great need of him. 

2 Count among our sins that 

we turn away from God, who 

grants us small and large 

pleasures, to turn toward pursuing 

the pleasures, as an indulgent 

nation luxuriating in its excesses.  
2We turn gratitude to gluttony, 

forgetting to thank God in simple 

enjoyment of that which he gladly 

supplies, 3while instead 

demanding ever greater supply to 

satisfy our ever-growing appetite 

for more pleasure.  4When he then 

withholds pleasures briefly to turn 

us back to him, we complain 

bitterly, as if the pleasures were 

ours all along, rather than his to 

gladly grant.  5Let us instead thank 

God for every small and large 

supply, thanking him even more 

for their absence when we find 

again that we have all we need in 

him. 

6Count, too, among our sins 

that we groan over the simple 

tasks that God gives us each day, 

rather than thank him for 

vocation, while simultaneously 

making an idol of work, 

pretending to be so busy that we 

have no time for him.  7We are a 

nation of busybodies and 

workaholics who care more for 

our work than our God and our 

families.  8We turn vocation into 

burden and distraction, when we 

should instead lift our shoulders to 

embrace the talents that he gives 

us, while keeping our eyes on 

him.  9When he then withholds 

vocation from us briefly, to 

remind us why he gives us work, 

we complain bitterly again, as if 

the work were ours, rather than 

his to offer as he pleases.  10Let us 

instead thank God for work, thank 

God also for rest, and trust that he 

supplies what we need, when we 

need it, restoring the workplace to 

God. 

11Count further among our 

sins that when he gives us such 

beauty, both in his creation and in 

what we create using his gifts, to 
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remind us of him, we worship the 

artifact rather than God, its author.  
12We are a nation of aesthetes, 

affecting special appreciation of 

the artistic and beautiful, while 

ignoring their Creator.  13We 

credit ourselves, our aesthetic 

tastes and acumen, for seeing and 

touting beautiful things, making 

idols of them, rather than crediting 

God who made them for us to see 

him.  14When he withdraws those 

things from us to turn our 

attention back to him, we 

complain bitterly at their loss, as 

if we authored and owned them, 

rather than that he gave them to us 

as evidence of him.  15Let us 

instead thank God for everything 

beautiful, whether made of his 

hand or made by our hand with 

the gifts he gives us, restoring the 

nation’s arts to God. 

3 Count also among our sins 

that when he gives us intimacy, 

the close embrace of a holy God, 

we turn from him to our flesh, as 

if it were the flesh that supplied 

the intimacy.  2A vile nation turns 

from God’s intimacy to lust after 

things that attract and entertain the 

flesh, in the course destroying all 

hope for the intimacy that we 

desire.  3When God withdraws his 

intimacy from us, letting us fall to 

the natural destructions of the 

flesh, we complain falsely that he 

restrains us, as if the flesh were 

our god with whom he interferes.  
4Make the flesh your god, and you 

will die with the flesh, but follow 

the Lord, and you will live with 

the Lord.  5Only God supplies 

sound and satisfying intimacy, 

restoring the nation to relationship 

with him. 

6Count further among our sins 

that when God gives us small or 

large achievements of the kind 

that men recognize and value, for 

which we should give him honor 

to lift him up before men, we 

instead claim his credit for 

ourselves, lifting ourselves up in 

arrogance.  7We are an arrogant 

nation of prideful people who 

attribute our successes to our own 

talents and industry.  8We turn 

God’s blessing into our blessing, 

as if we created it from ourselves 

and for ourselves, when he created 

it for us to honor him.  9When he 

withholds achievements for a time 

to remind us of him, we complain 

bitterly that he has left us, when 

instead he is trying to draw us 

nearer to him.  10Let us instead 

give God credit and honor for our 

every achievement because every 

achievement indeed belongs to 

him, none possible without him, 

restoring the nation’s standing 

with him. 
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11Count, too, among our sins 

that though God gives us such 

clear commands of right and 

wrong conduct, things to do and 

not do to ensure our flourishing, 

we cast aside his commands as if 

unduly constraining us.  12We are 

an immoral nation that makes its 

own rules, rejecting God’s rules as 

if they were the repugnance that 

we are.  13God’s commands 

protect our lives and give us life, 

but we treat them indignantly, as 

if they do the opposite, depriving 

us of the life that we desire.  14Not 

only do we make our own new 

rules to justify our own 

destructive preferences, but we 

then demand that others who wish 

to obey God live instead by the 

destructive new rules.  15Let us 

instead heed the word of God, 

knowing that his commands are 

not to frustrate us but for our 

benefit, restoring the nation’s 

covenant with him. 

4 We confess, too, the lies 

that we perpetrate on one another, 

always to seek some advantage, 

though God commands that we 

bear no false testimony, that we 

tell the truth, letting our word be 

enough.  2We are a shameful 

nation of liars and scoundrels, 

from our greatest institutions to 

our least citizens, duping not just 

the naïve but one another and 

ourselves.  3We may speak few 

bold lies, although plenty of those, 

too, but we nonetheless 

exaggerate, tell half truths, remain 

silent to mislead, and cover up 

and conceal, always that those 

with whom we speak would lose 

to our advantage.  4When God 

leaves us to our swindling, and 

our commerce and confidence 

collapse, we then wonder 

foolishly why God has withdrawn, 

when our scams are the obvious 

cause.  5Let us instead tell only 

truth, keep our word, and perform 

our promises, restoring the 

nation’s covenant both with God 

and among ourselves. 

6We confess further that we 

are careless toward one another, 

caring only for ourselves, though 

God commands that we care for 

others just as we care for 

ourselves.  7We are a reckless and 

hard-hearted nation of narcissists, 

not doing to others as we would 

have others do to us but instead 

doing to others what we would 

never wish done to ourselves.  
8When God leaves us to harm one 

another through our own 

indifference toward anyone other 

than ourselves, we complain again 

over why he would withdraw, 

when our recklessness is the 

obvious cause.  9Let us instead 

care for one another as we care for 
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ourselves, showing his love to 

everyone, restoring the nation’s 

sensitivity to God and man. 

10We confess, too, our 

incivility, callousness, and 

rudeness toward one another, 

mocking, degrading, and 

dehumanizing others, as if others 

were children of the devil rather 

than children of God.  11We are a 

pagan nation of brutes, belittling 

and demeaning others as if doing 

so somehow enlarges and 

endorses ourselves.  12When God 

leaves us to diminish the 

humanity and divinity of others, 

we complain again that he would 

be so distant, seemingly 

unconcerned, and withdrawn, 

when our brutishness is the plain 

cause.  13Let us instead begin to 

treat one another again with 

civility and respect, as God’s 

equal creation, restoring the 

nation’s discourse as worthy of 

him. 

5 We confess further that we 

are out of control in our conduct 

toward one another, violent and 

dangerous, as if God had not 

prohibited murder and rage.  2We 

are a godless nation of thugs, 

ready to beat, intimidate, and 

vandalize strangers, and even 

beat, injure, and kill our own 

family members, with no true or 

even dishonest cause.  3Indeed, we 

reserve our greatest violence 

against the greatest number of our 

most vulnerable and defenseless 

ones.  4When God leaves us to 

arbitrarily wounding and 

capriciously killing one another, 

we complain again that the streets 

and homes are without his 

protection, when our own violent 

nature is the cause.  5Let us 

instead curb our violent ways, 

fearing God’s wrath, restoring the 

nation’s safety and security as 

blessed by him. 

6We confess, too, that we 

intoxicate ourselves to absurd 

excess with all manner of drink 

and drugs, killing ourselves and 

destroying our families and 

communities at crisis rates, as if 

God had not made a temple for 

him of our bodies.  7We are a 

sodden nation of drunks and 

addicts, making us unfit for his 

Spirit’s habitation.  8When his 

Spirit withdraws because he 

cannot stand our confused 

intemperance, we complain again 

that he has abandoned us, when 

our own intoxicated abandonment 

of him is the cause.  9Let us 

instead restrain ourselves, 

respecting that we are his Spirit’s 

dwelling, restoring the nation’s 

sobriety as worthy of God. 

10Though many more sins we 

could and should confess, we 
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acknowledge that in this way, all 

sin is turning from God.  11We 

confess that as we walked so 

deliberately away from him, step 

by step in open rejection of all he 

said and is, God did exactly as he 

should in letting us go to our 

predicted and apparent demise.  
12God gave us the liberty to 

destroy ourselves, and we have 

done so with abandon, though he 

surely weeps at his and our loss.   

A Nation’s Redemption 

6 God also gives us the 

liberty and urgent invitation, 

proclaimed from the rooftops, to 

return to our senses and to him.  
2God promises not to receive us 

back guilty, convicted, and 

imprisoned, at deserved loss of 

everything, but instead innocent, 

washed in Jesus’s blood, and free.  
3The nation’s people may return at 

any time, though time runs short, 

and time may run out before the 

people do return.  4If the people 

return to God for his salvation, 

confessing their sins, turning from 

those sins, and accepting the 

redemptive blood of their Savior, 

then God will restore the nation.   

5If the people do not return to 

God, then the nation will fall 

condemned with the fall and 

condemnation of its people.  
6Blessing is not a guarantee but an 

offer that begins with but one 

condition.  7God does not bless 

those who reject him, those who 

know that they walk away.  8God 

pursues to a point, loving those 

whom he made in his image, but 

he does not deny man the choice 

to love him back or not.  9God 

rules his creation, not man, and so 

while God cannot ignore the 

liberty of man to choose, God also 

cannot ignore his own character.   

10So, fellowship of the big 

sky, look upward to your God 

who is our God also, and 

acknowledge him as he is.  11Love 

the Lord your God with all your 

heart, mind, soul, and strength, 

while accepting his Son’s sacrifice 

for your redemption.  12Return to 

God in confession with us, that we 

may contribute to the nation’s 

restoration.  13Time has not yet 

run out for us, though the day is 

short, and night comes.  Amen. 
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A letter from your Northern 

friends of the fellowship 

among the lakes.  To our 

friends of the great plains, 

resolutely settled along an 

intermittent river.  2We bid you 

well in the name of the one Lord 

Jesus Christ to whom we owe our 

all.  3We have no other, and in 

him, we have all we need.   

Sources of Dispute 

4I write first because you have 

newly among you one of our 

brothers, who left our fellowship 

in disagreement with others here 

who remain.  5At the time of their 

dispute, your new brother took the 

disagreement as one of a personal 

character, misdirected only at him, 
6when to the contrary, the brothers 

and sisters here with whom your 

new brother disagreed intended no 

personal affront.   

7Please accept my assurance 

about your new brother that our 

fellowship follows certain 

conventions with which your new 

brother disagreed.  8We hold those 

conventions to be useful to us, 

whether you or others hold the 

same conventions or differ in your 

practices.  9Although we wished 

to place no obstacle before your 

new brother, and certainly would 

have preferred that he remain in 

fellowship with us, we were 

unwilling to relinquish this 

convention, lest in doing so we 

lose the unity of our fellowship.   

10Your new brother was right 

to leave our fellowship, as we 

may have required him to do had 

he not, given his inability to 

accept our convention.  11I fear 

that he left with hard feelings, 

although he has a soft and quite 

generous heart.  12You have much 

allayed my concern for him, by 

accepting him so warmly into 

your own fellowship, which we 

1 
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still consider to be an extended 

part of our own.  13God gave you 

his unfathomable grace, and so 

you have shown that grace to your 

new brother, in doing so relieving 

us of a responsibility that we 

would rather not bear, for 

depriving our brother of 

fellowship. 

The Spirit’s Work 

14Yet now we see that the 

Lord has worked again in his 

mysterious way.  15I have recently 

received your new brother’s 

assurance that while he still 

disagrees with us over our 

convention, as necessary as that 

convention seems to us, he now 

sees that his dispute with our 

fellowship brought him to a new 

and worthwhile ministry among 

you, that he would not have 

encountered had he remained here 

in peace.  16Truly, we believe that 

the Lord has worked in this 

matter, especially insofar as your 

new brother now believes so 

himself.  17He is, as I’ve already 

assured you, a sound witness to 

our shared faith.   

18So if you hear any rumor of 

his reason for departing our 

company, different than the truth 

that I share above, do not deprive 

him of your fellowship without 

clear indication from the Spirit, 

lest your error burden this 

fellow’s faith.  19We wish him 

well in general, and I have a 

special heart for him, for all who 

he is in the Spirit.  20You know of 

whom I write.  And if you don’t 

know, then all the better, because 

in that case I have fulfilled my 

duty to him even without having 

any cause. 

Intermittent Supply 

2 Your new brother’s 

experience first with us and then 

with you reminds me of an aspect 

of your own history, connected 

with a circumstance of your own 

natural state.  2As my greeting 

indicates, we here among our 

great and constant lakes 

appreciate that your people settled 

your land along the variously wet 

and dry course of a long, famous, 

but intermittent river.  3Though 

your river often runs dry, your 

people stayed its course, wringing 

from it either crops, in better 

circumstances, or, in worse 

circumstance, at least enough 

water for livestock.   

4In such way, the Spirit guides 

us.  Would we even listen if the 

Spirit poured forth such constant 

blessing as to make our attention 

unnecessary?  5Don’t the dry 

spells cause us to look for his 

signs in the sky, to dig in the dry 

sands for the Spirit’s wellspring?   
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6God has for us unending and 

generous supply.  7His manna 

came every morning but the day 

of rest, when he had already given 

enough supply for that day, too.  
8Yet he does us nothing but 

benefit when he makes the supply 

one for which we must search in 

his direction, for in doing so he 

causes us to turn toward him, 

away from deadly things.  9Don’t 

you think that our archenemy 

would prefer nothing more in our 

circumstance, for us to turn away 

from our protector God, than to 

see us have such continual bounty 

that we felt no need of protection?   

The Lord’s Continual Supply 

10Now you see clearly that the 

brook going dry was our transient 

brother’s precise circumstance.  
11We here were no longer able to 

give him consistent spiritual 

supply, as much as he desired it 

from us.  12God cast him back on 

God, which was the greatest favor 

at the time that God could 

possibly show.  12Our brother had 

a passion for our fellowship that 

God may have discerned was 

beginning to exceed our brother’s 

passion for God.  13He still misses 

us, he confesses, yet he knows, 

and we also realize, that his 

present circumstance with you is 

far better than his last 

circumstance with us.   

14And so the Lord provides.  

His brook never dries.  He 

supplies the living water.  15We 

need only follow his course, not 

our own.  16Especially when we 

find ourselves feeling a perfect fit 

somewhere, the Lord may show 

us that he has, somewhere else, far 

more in store.  17He enlarges our 

vessel, when we see ourselves as 

full.   

18Trust in the Lord, as our 

brother-in-transit has done, and 

then look back at the course along 

which he led you.  19That course 

may have looked to us to be 

entirely dry as we peered forward, 

but looking back, we can see that 

the river always ran strong.  20So 

was the faith of your people as 

they moved westward along your 

intermittent water course, and so 

is your faith and our faith in the 

seemingly intermittent but instead 

always-rich courses in which the 

Lord presently leads us.   

A Father’s Love 

3 God is light, and God is 

life, as our very creator.  2As the 

one originator of all things, he 

could do nothing other than 

supply, for he did not call creation 

into being to see it languish.  
3When the Father proclaimed that 

what he made with and through 

the Son was good, his purpose and 
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word established for all times his 

beneficial course and end.  4He 

would no more starve his 

followers, no more cause them to 

thirst without possibility of drink, 

than he would disown himself or 

his one begotten Son.  5When the 

Father gave the Son for us, he 

valued us as he values himself.  
6He adopted us as his children, 

with a father’s heart for his 

children, which assures the child 

of his steady supply. 

7These truths we know from 

the Spirit who is God and who 

knows the mind of God, and 

whom God gave the charge to 

share with us such insight, ours to 

believe and embrace.  8We count 

us blessed beyond imagination in 

having God’s Counselor to 

witness the deep things of the 

Father including the Father’s 

deepest love for his adopted 

children.  9The Spirit reveals the 

Father’s love to us, reflected in 

the blazing light of the Son’s life, 

sacrifice, and resurrection.   

10Your people carried these 

truths with them across your great 

plains, along wet and dry 

watercourse, leaving behind 

settlements that to this day testify 

to God’s favor.  11Your sand soils 

hide your land’s vast aquifers, as 

God hides himself behind his 

favor, but you still know him as 

your source.  12He is our great 

aquifer, love’s one limitless 

source.  13Your ancestors shared 

with you the witness for which 

God made them, so that you 

would know where he hides.  
14But he does not hide for you to 

miss him.  He hides for you to 

seek and find him, which anyone 

who wishes to find him may do. 

15He is the God who hides to 

be found, not to remain lost or 

hidden.  16He has only one desire 

for you, which is that you know 

him, because when you know him 

you glorify and pursue him.  17No 

one who truly knows God and his 

wholly benevolent nature rejects 

him.  18Only those who hide from 

God so as not to see and know his 

nature, and so that God will not 

know their own nature, reject him.  
19But God knows every person’s 

nature.  God knows all even 

before you conceive what you will 

do.   

God’s Desire 

4 I remind you of these 

things not to discourage but to 

encourage you.  2The only one 

whom these words would 

discourage is the one who hides 

from God, believing that God 

hides from them.  3They will not 

accept these words because these 

words would condemn them, and 
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they wish to believe themselves 

hidden from God’s judgment.  
4But no one hides from God, and 

so no one escapes God’s 

judgment.   

5God, though, does not wish 

to judge to condemn.  6God’s 

desire is that no one suffer 

condemnation, which is why God 

sent his Son to die condemned, 

that his Son would rise justified 

and in rising bring you and all 

others who rely on the Son with 

him.  7Your salvation is God’s 

ardent desire, a salvation that he 

accomplished through his Son, 

who also loved you so much that 

he died for you.   

God’s Love for Us 

8God did not sacrifice an 

unwilling son, as you and I might 

have been unwilling to die for 

anyone other than the closest 

family member or friend, God 

help us to do more so.  9God gave 

his willing Son, who in obedience 

and out of love allowed human 

sin, the sin of all humans other 

than the Son who had no sin, to 

separate the Son from his Father.  
10The Son’s separation from his 

Father was the Son’s death, 

suffered in and out of the body, a 

body that men confirmed had died 

and that men buried. 

11The Son could not remain 

dead because the Father loved 

him, and the Father’s love is more 

than life, so that death could not 

overcome it.  12Just as darkness 

cannot overcome life, death 

cannot overcome love, God’s 

love, which is God and is life.  
13We live in God because we love 

God and God loved us as he loved 

his Son.  14But what is love other 

than to obey God?  15And we do 

obey him because we know his 

Son and live in the Spirit who the 

Son sent from the Father.   

16Our fellowship is in God’s 

love.  Praise God that he has loved 

us and brought us together in 

fellowship.  17Praise God that he 

has allowed us to share a brother.  
18Write us with news of how our 

brother fares.  19Tell him that we 

love him and that we ask his 

forgiveness. 
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To the fellowship of the desert 

lands, from your brothers and 

sisters in the Lord, among the 

great lakes.  2How like our 

contrasting lands are the lands that 

our Lord early journeyed, from 

desert testing to fishermen lake!  
3See, we do have things of the 

Lord in common!  And many 

more than our contrasting lands.  
3We share the Lord’s witness, his 

love, and his light burden.  4We 

share the Lord’s teaching, his 

preaching, and his passion.  5We 

share many other good things, but 

above all, we share the Lord’s 

Spirit, the same Spirit with whom 

the Father blessed the Son at his 

baptism.  6No other people on 

earth have the purpose, joy, and 

freedom that we share in the Lord 

Jesus.  7God showering these 

blessings over us is why we so 

delight in the Lord, who is our 

salvation.  Amen. 

Our Broken World 

8Oh, how we grieved with you 

over the mass murder your 

glittering city suffered, breaking 

in upon the night in awfulness, 

happy revelers taken in an instant 

to their graves.  9How broken and 

bizarre is our world in its 

fallenness, its unrighteousness and 

sin.  10How swiftly Satan turns the 

gullible to evil, to carry out his 

horrific designs, to destruction 

and death, always death and the 

grave.  11This world is his 

battlefield, the souls of men his 

terrible playground.  12He must act 

swiftly, before his human prey, 

our beloved children of God who 

have not yet met their Lord, turn 

to the Savior who robs Satan’s 

graves.  13How horrible the night 

when his demons made their 

desperate attack, trying to forever 

deprive God of their heaven-

bound souls. 

1 
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2 This battle for eternal souls 

is why we witness, why the Lord 

commissions and calls us to act.  
2This battle for righteousness over 

evil, love over hate, peace over 

war, is why we rise early and 

teach late, why we serve, 

welcome, and care.  3We must 

throw our energy, our waning 

days, into the fight in this 

fractured world, engaging the 

enemy using the weapons with 

which our Lord equipped us to 

fight.  4We fight with the Lord’s 

weapons because the Lord has 

already won.  5We fight with the 

Spirit’s word of truth, the shield 

of right relationship with God, and 

the swift feet that carry the joyous 

gospel message.  6Our mission lies 

not on the plains or in the hills, 

not in the air or on the oceans, but 

in the hearts of lost and broken 

souls. 

The Battlefield 

7To stand as victors on the 

battlefield, we must know 

something of the evils with which 

our enemy tempts lost souls.  
8Temptation is the devil’s tool, to 

lure souls away from the saving 

influence of the Lord’s 

fellowship.  9The powerful word 

of God, carried by God’s Spirit, 

saves souls out of the worst sins.  
10But the lost must hear God’s 

word through the Lord’s 

fellowship, his body, the church, 

as Satan well knows.  11The lost 

do not carry God’s word to the 

lost.  12Our fellowships carry and 

share God’s word.  13We share 

God’s word wherever we see the 

lost, wherever we see the devil 

tempting the lost with hatred, 

envy, bitterness, pride, 

hopelessness, and rage.  14The 

faith, hope, and love of God’s 

word are the antidote to 

temptation, rescue for the lost.   

3 Equipped with God’s word 

carried earnestly in service and 

love, we stand as sure victors on 

this battlefield.  2Your fellowship, 

serving so resolutely and joyously 

in the dazzling desert city, is a 

beacon for us all.  3We have seen 

the open, creative, engaging way 

in which you embrace the deeply 

fallen, your temptation city’s 

staggering souls.  4You have 

opened your churches to 

drunkards, prostitutes, and 

addicts, each a precious child of 

God in need of his love and 

salvation.  5You have made your 

ministry to the poor and sinner, 

those who need not harsh 

judgment but the Lord’s grace and 

rescue.  6Our Lord also ministered 

among drunkards and gluttons, 

though called one himself.  7You 

have avoided self-righteousness, 

avoided condemning the sinner, to 
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instead offer sinners the Lord’s 

grace.  8For we were all once 

fallen, and all remain in utter need 

of his continual grace. 

Rules Versus Grace 

9This challenge we face, not 

to make rules of the Lord’s grace.  
10The Lord himself preached to a 

chosen people who had turned 

God’s love into following rules in 

acts of self-righteousness.  
11God’s commands all arise from 

one, to love God with all your 

heart, soul, mind, and strength.  
12All God’s other commands issue 

from this one command to love 

God.  13To have no other gods 

before him is to first love God.  
14To make an idol of no thing is 

also to first love God.  15Not to 

take God’s name in vain, and to 

rest in God, are also to love God.  
16And so we also honor parents, 

while ridding ourselves of 

violence, sexual sin, stealing, 

lying, and coveting, all because 

we love God.  17We have no need 

of making elaborate rules of these 

good things because Jesus has 

now written them on our hearts, 

under the Spirit’s influence.  18We 

follow in greatest earnest, indeed 

in worshipful obedience, this one 

command to love God. 

Loving Neighbors 

4 To love God as he 

commands, one must also love 

one’s lost neighbor, as your 

ministry to the lost in the desert’s 

sparkling city so well 

demonstrates.  2Loving God 

means loving others.  3How have 

you loved?  4You have befriended 

the most desperate, those who sell 

their bodies to feed their children 

or who steal for drugs.  5You have 

gently shown God’s grace for 

those who think themselves 

hopelessly lost.  6You have shown 

God’s passionate love to those 

who believe instead that he 

despises them.  7You have fed the 

hungry to show God’s provision.  
8You have sheltered the homeless 

to show God’s protection.  9You 

have healed the sick to show 

God’s care.  10And you have 

advocated for the oppressed to 

show God’s power and justice. 

11You have made your witness 

to the Lord Jesus Christ’s 

salvation a story of care and love.  
12You have made yourselves 

friends and advocates rather than 

judges and executioners.  13You 

are the Spirit’s soldiers, as he 

writes Jesus’s love on the hearts 

of your city’s lost.  14See how we 

do not condemn your sin city, 

calling it Sodom and Gomorrah, 

but instead point to you, its one 

beacon of light?  15See how we 
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recognize and encourage your 

passionate work among the most 

despairing, surely the Lord’s 

work?  16You have embraced as 

God’s children those whom others 

treat as absurd, worthless, 

frightening, and bizarre, as 

untouchable and irredeemable.  
17Your witness to the all-powerful 

Savior has restored respect to the 

hopeless, infinite value to those 

whom others regard as trash. 

Our Essential Work 

5 These miracles of love and 

grace among your city’s lost are 

the true work of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  2His work among us is 

rescue, restoration, and repair, 

indeed transformation of 

desperately lost souls.  3To Jesus, 

nothing is waste, nothing garbage, 

no one disposable, nothing trash.  
4His work is redemption, not 

culling.  5He is here to love, not 

condemn.  6All are worthy of his 

rescue, none beyond his 

redemption.  7A day will come 

when his work will be to winnow 

those who reject him, but that day 

has not yet come.  8To winnow, 

cull, condemn, and discard is not 

our work.  9We are instead agents 

of his glorious redemption, 

soldiers of his salvation cause.   

10Let this letter encourage 

you, as you have so surely 

encouraged us with the grace and 

love of your gospel work.  11We, 

too, labor among the lost, those 

who share the same sins, in the 

same desperate condition, fallen 

to the same glittery temptations.  
12Indeed, each day is a labor for 

our own souls, for the souls of our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, even 

as we labor for those whom we 

rightly see as lost.  13Commit your 

ministry to your fellowship, too, 

even while you reach out, that 

others would join and belong.  
14Care for one another in the faith, 

feeding the flock as the Good 

Shepherd does.  15Make your 

witness to everyone, those who 

already sit beside you and those 

whom you meet in the street.  
16Share God’s truth, the glory of 

his only Son, your Savior, with all 

whom you greet.  17And may the 

God of love be with you always.  

Amen. 
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Time Is Short 

To the northeast fellowship 

of quaint wilderness towns 

among granite quarries.  
2From your fellowship friends in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, among the 

heartland great lakes.  3This 

greeting bears the love of the 

saints here for you, our hardy 

brothers and sisters in Christ, with 

whom we share the long winter 

nights and longer summer 

evenings.   

4How we count together 

earth’s each turn around the sun, 

knowing they grow fewer for each 

of us, more for none.  5Time 

grows short while we vigorously 

pursue our common task, not 

knowing which breath will be our 

happy last.  6With days growing 

fewer, we speed our run, not 

knowing with which earnest step, 

our work will be done.  7We race 

on so, for but one reason, to share 

our deepening love for the Lord, 

in every place and season.  8We 

celebrate that you join us in this 

most-purposeful run, the Lord’s 

great victory already won.  Amen. 

On Teaching 

9Questions on the teaching 

and preaching of the saints have 

reached the elders here, whether 

from your northeast fellowship or 

from another near you, we cannot 

tell.  10The answers here, we trust 

come from the Spirit, as all here 

desire to speak only as the Spirit 

moves.  11We share this letter with 

you, not because we think you in 

error, for to the contrary, we have 

great respect for how you hew 

closely to our treasured scriptures.  
12Share this letter among your 

proximate fellowships, that they, 

too, may confirm the soundness of 

their doctrine.  13We wish to speak 

nothing but as the Lord instructs.  
14Our sole desire is to give him 

1 
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ever greater honor, which all his 

true subjects do with their lips, 

even as they also do with their 

eyes, hands, and feet. 

2 We must ever keep before 

our eyes the purpose of teaching, 

why we pursue our holy craft with 

such ardor.  2Our sole purpose is 

to bring the hearer closer to the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  3We wish that 

the Spirit win for him another soul 

to add another voice to his honor.  
4We see in our future a sea of 

souls in heaven, shouting joyfully 

in worship of the Lord.  5This goal 

we hold dear for our teaching, 

simply to glorify our Lord, while 

helping others do likewise as their 

divine destiny.  6Our motives for 

teaching thus remain pure, as the 

Lord desires.  7But whether our 

motives are always pure or 

sometimes soiled, what matters 

most to us and to him is that his 

word go forth. 

8We must also keep constantly 

in our hearts and minds the 

grounds for that taught.  9Those 

grounds, the basis for our 

proceeding, are the words of the 

Lord.  10We rely wholly on the 

scriptures, as the Spirit enlivens 

them for us, the Spirit constantly 

carrying their meaning and 

application to us.  11We received 

the Lord, who is the Word of God.  
12Our teaching ministry is of the 

Word, fostering a people of the 

book.  13We turn repeatedly from 

chapter to verse, chapter to verse, 

scripture reinforcing scripture.  
14Everything that we utter we test 

and prove with the word, urging 

our hearers to do the same.  15We 

memorize and meditate, praying 

that the Spirit bring forth ever-

more-powerful truth, deeper, 

richer, wider.  16Thus, we teach 

and preach, that our every 

audience would find, grasp, and 

follow Christ. 

Resisting Deception 

3 As we teach, we resist all 

deception, keeping the word pure 

and holy.  2The devil destroys 

through deception, especially in 

distorting God’s word, his only 

effective enemy.  3No power 

overcomes Satan but that which 

comes from Christ.  4Satan’s 

greatest deception, his most-

powerful tool, is to poison the 

soul against the saving word of 

God.  5This mortal danger is why 

we root out of our teaching every 

lazy falsehood, every subtle myth, 

each popular misconception.  6We 

proceed in the knowledge that one 

misstep may lead a hearer to 

destruction.  7Satan listens to 

preachers and teachers, too.  8He 

attends our teaching not to echo 

and reinforce our saving words 

but to distort them for destruction.  



Letters to America’s Churches 

 

  148 

 

9We thus give him no foothold, no 

error to grasp. 

10We also teach the whole 

book rather than only preferred or 

popular parts.  11We do not leave 

out difficult doctrines or 

challenging commands, those that 

might most benefit and mature our 

hearers.  12Indeed, we seek to 

challenge our hearers.  13We do 

not teach to discourage audiences 

and cause hearers to fall but to 

deepen their understanding, 

ground their beliefs, and 

strengthen their commitments.  
14We also do not mix God’s holy 

word with shallow philosophy or 

popular psychology.  15God’s 

word plus anything is less than 

God’s word alone, indeed not 

God’s word at all.  16We point our 

fellowship’s members and their 

guests not to secular wisdom, 

which is not truly wise, but to the 

wisdom and word of God. 

Supporting Teachers 

4 Teaching God’s word in the 

manner due requires 

concentration, energy, and 

devotion, much prayer and some 

fasting, too.  2Our desire for the 

Spirit summons him to enliven the 

teaching.  3The teacher must also 

stay holy, set apart and pure, for 

the Spirit to profitably indwell.  
4These prerequisites show the 

need that the fellowship supports 

the teacher.  5The fellowship 

should feed the oxen while the 

oxen tread out the grain.  6The 

effective teacher is far worth the 

wages, which the fellowship 

ought not withhold.   

7Encourage your elders to 

lighten the teacher’s other 

burdens.  8Let the teacher 

commune with the Spirit to bring 

God’s word.  9Surround your 

teachers and preachers with elders 

of strong skills and good 

character, to attend to 

administrative matters.  10Bathe 

your teachers and preachers in 

prayer.  11Love and care for their 

families, that they may rest secure 

and stable in their homes.  12Guard 

their reputations against false 

attack, that no one undermine 

their ministry.  13Keep them from 

all temptation, for even the 

preacher is weak.   

14We trust that you do these 

things that keep your teaching 

sound and effective.  15No 

fellowship succeeds without 

constant care for and attention to 

God’s word.  16When God’s word 

goes forth as it should, it does not 

return to him without having 

accomplished its purpose.  
17Continue in all earnestness your 

lavish ministry of the word.  
18God’s blessings pour out on you 
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when you share generously his 

powerful word.  19Make this 

sound teaching and powerful 

preaching your fellowship’s 

purpose and joy.  20God rewards 

teachers according to that taught.   

21Share this letter among your 

near fellowships.  22And greet our 

brother Graham for us.  23Tell him 

that we miss his good cheer that 

so heartened us in the work of the 

Lord.  Amen. 
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To the fellowship of the 

garden state, not Eden’s 

paradise that Adam and Eve 

so early left, guarded after by 

flaming sword, but you still have 

earthly gardens where metropolis 

does not yet intrude.  2From your 

earnest brothers and sisters in 

Christ, of the great-lakes 

fellowship.  3The Lord’s peace, 

grace, and mercy to each of you 

who read this letter.  Amen. 

On the Matter of Giving 

4The elders here received your 

inquiry, whether intended for us 

or not, regarding the duty a 

fellowship’s members owe to 

support the church financially.  
5Forgive us if you intended your 

inquiry for others, but your 

question is one that we also need 

to clarify for ourselves, and so we 

address it here for us, as much as 

for you.   

6Some among us wonder 

whether you have you already lost 

your way in asking your question 

in its present form, for anything 

that we do for the Lord is 

privilege rather than duty.  7But 

we know the love that you have 

for the Lord and so do not quibble 

over words, and instead answer 

your question respecting your 

deep devotion under which you 

first posed it.  8Take no offense in 

anything you find here, in the 

same way that we look for no 

defect in the intention of your 

question.  Surely, you do not seek 

to avoid the privilege of giving.  
9We are brothers and sisters in the 

faith, who in our correspondence 

neither give nor take offense but 

instead affirm one another’s 

devotion to the Lord who gave us 

breath. 

10To the point, then, giving is 

primarily a matter between every 

1 
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person and God, not simply a 

membership opportunity or 

obligation, between persons and 

their local bodies.  11God concerns 

himself with our giving, and so 

we must discern his desire for our 

giving, through his Spirit and 

word.  12God has thus first made 

plain in innumerable ways that 

what you hold is not your own but 

his as Creator.  13While you have 

heard this truth before, we wonder 

whether you appreciate how 

obvious and easy to demonstrate 

that it is.   

Stewards Alone 

14God having given to us 

generously, we each hold 

accounts, some spare, others 

substantial, some in coin, other in 

credit, goods, or lands.  15In 

general, we should hope to care 

less rather than more whether the 

property we hold, or our brother 

and sister hold, is large or small, 

concerning ourselves instead with 

things of God’s kingdom, while 

trusting in God’s provision.  16Yet 

if God were to take away any of 

us, rich or poor, at this very 

moment, then whatever we once 

held, we would no longer hold.  

Whatever God has entrusted to us, 

God owns.  17If instead we spend 

what we have before God takes us 

away, then what we spend is no 

longer ours but merely evidence 

of how we managed what God 

owns.   

2 We must concern ourselves 

not only with knowing God’s 

truths, in this instance his truths 

about giving, but also with 

carrying them out.  2Because 

everything is God’s, we are not 

owners but only stewards of that 

which we hold, accountable to 

God.  3As stewards, as managers 

of what surely belongs to God, we 

must be prudent managers of the 

owner’s accounts.  4Prudent 

managers show a return on 

accounts, not letting them decline 

and languish but instead putting 

them to work to show an increase.   

5God expects a return, that the 

manager uses the manager’s skill 

to give God a return on the 

accounts with which God entrusts 

the manager.  6God rewards the 

prudent manager who puts God’s 

accounts to good use, producing 

an increase.  7A manager who 

identifies and invests in growing 

ministries produces an increase, 

gaining God’s reward.  
8Conversely, God punishes those 

who do not produce a return 

because they do not respect God 

and so refuse to work on his 

account.  9A manager who refuses 

to invest in growing ministries 

because the manager does not 
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trust and respect God, faces God’s 

wrath. 

A Prudent Manager’s Reward 

10God’s reward to the prudent 

manager is material, God 

entrusting even more to the 

manager who shows an increase, 

so that those who show much 

increase gain more, while those 

who show little increase have less.  
11But God’s reward to the prudent 

manager is also spiritual, God 

blessing the prudent manager 

supernaturally, drawing the 

manager closer to God to share 

God’s peace, rest, honor, and 

intimacy.   

12You, then, in your giving, 

are acting as a steward, when 

giving wisely, investing in 

growing ministries, and increasing 

the accounts to which God made 

you steward.  13If you give 

generously to growing ministries, 

then you increase God’s accounts, 

earning more to manage, while 

also receiving God’s supernatural 

blessing.  14If you refuse to give, 

and instead hoard God’s funds, or 

spend them on yourself lavishly, 

then you diminish God’s accounts 

and face God’s wrath.   

15Stewardship on account of 

God is what the elders here 

discern, both for themselves and 

for you, on this subject of giving, 

if indeed you have asked this 

question of us.  16Giving is 

between you and God.  God 

measures your giving and treats 

you accordingly, both in the 

material and in the spiritual.  
17Give generously and wisely, 

increasing God’s accounts, and 

you will both please God and 

receive your deserved reward. 

Christ as Your Identity 

3 The giving that God most 

desires, is that which increases the 

ministry of his church, the body of 

which, his Son is the head.  2God 

does not desire that his accounts 

grow from godless acts, as the lost 

apply themselves to doing wrong.  
3His accounts reflect his holy 

character, the setting apart and 

salvation of the lost through his 

beloved Son Jesus Christ.  4The 

increase must be of a holy 

character, not an increase of 

oppressions and wrongs.  5Do not 

carry the Lord’s name where it 

should not go, profane, but keep it 

holy. 

6The prudent manager thus 

pours the manager’s work into 

God’s church, the feeding and 

care of the bride, of which Christ 

is the groom, so that God sees 

souls added to his honor and 

glory.  7The prudent manager 

carries Christ’s identity, residing 
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and serving in Christ and through 

Christ, pursuing Christ’s mission 

to save the lost for the kingdom.  
8The prudent manager has the 

eyes, hands, feet, and heart of 

Christ, so that Christ acts through 

the manager, and the manager acts 

through Christ, with the identity 

of Christ.  9The prudent manager 

also has the mind of Christ, 

carried to the manager by the 

Spirit, so that the manager is 

generous, confident, and faithful. 

10The prudent manager knows 

when to sow and when to harvest, 

letting the work ripen into its 

spiritual fruits in God’s kingdom.  
11The prudent manager continues 

to sow broadly and deeply, patient 

in the work, while also discerning, 

wise to choose the better soil.  
12The prudent manager is not done 

with the work until God returns to 

take the prudent manager with 

him, even if God seems to delay.  
13God never delays but knows the 

time for sowing, reaping, and 

returning to God with the work 

done.   

Response to Evil 

4 I pray that this response 

satisfies your query, of which we 

have heard a second one from 

you, having to do with a saint’s 

best response to evil.  2First, we 

remind one another that, though 

Christ is the victor, humans are 

still fallen in sin.  3Sin has its 

consequences, which we must 

recognize are due penalty for the 

perversion.  4Yet, Satan remains at 

work in the world, causing havoc 

of his own, so that we do not 

blame all distress and misfortune 

on the sin of the one who suffers 

it.  5Moreover, challenges of all 

kinds, including the most serious, 

have the effect on a saint of the 

saint’s further refinement in 

sanctification. 

6Misfortune, though 

sometimes the consequence of sin 

and other times the pure work of 

the devil, also gives God 

opportunity to show his healing 

power, while giving misfortune’s 

sufferer opportunity to show faith 

in God so doing.  7Far better in 

such circumstances to praise God 

for the faith and healing 

opportunity, and for the glory God 

will show in healing.  8In 

misfortune, do not condemn 

others as evil but leave such 

judgments to God, lest you 

condemn yourself.  9If God 

removed all corruption from the 

world, then he would remove you 

and me, too.  10Better not to judge, 

lest he then judge you.   

11And so we struggle against 

evil, whether in ourselves or 

coming at us from the world, 
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respecting how the struggle 

proves us worthy of our God.  
12We stand in awe at God’s 

powerful response, sometimes in 

healing, other times in faith, again 

in intimacy, always in glory, 

praising God for who he remains, 

through every challenge.  13And 

we do not judge others as evil so 

that we do not judge ourselves, 

letting God save those whom he 

will, who so desire his mercy.  
14On this response, entrusted to 

the power of the Spirit, we rely to 

diminish, overcome, and defeat 

evil, in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  15We examine us, to 

engage honestly and earnestly in 

the struggle, but we then join the 

world’s redemption under his 

blood. 

Eternal Life 

5 The eternal reward for our 

struggle is not merely suspension 

of time, for endless existence, but 

instead continual revelation of 

God’s character, without end.  
2Paradise is not merely an Eden 

garden, nor only a perpetual 

hallelujah, though both be man’s 

reasonable desire.  3God’s 

kingdom instead further includes 

an endless unfolding of God’s 

glory, striking continual awe in 

the resident.  4To be in God’s 

presence is not to confront a static 

and limited deity but to encounter 

continually magnifying goodness, 

in inexhaustible supply. 

5Followers of Christ 

distinguish themselves from the 

world by their unashamed worship 

of this incomparable Savior God, 

whose Spirit continually redeems 

them unexpectedly, unpredictably.  
6The life of Christ is not rules 

carried out in lockstep with others.  
7Christ life is rejoicing in God’s 

continual improvisation, always 

consistent with his unchangeable 

character, while simultaneously 

startlingly unpredictable.  8The 

fellowship follows the good word, 

fully accepting its authority, so 

that we know our God and his 

rationality, and live by him.   

9Yet no one can by prediction 

constrain the Sovereign God to 

bounds of human thought.  10What 

humans find impossible, God does 

with a word.  12This message we 

share with you, celebrating our 

overlapping fellowships, all in the 

body and under the blood of the 

same Jesus Christ.  13May the 

peace of God be with you always, 

until Christ’s return, when we join 

him in glory.  Amen. 
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To our southwest brothers and 

sisters in the faith, among 

those who call their home an 

enchanted land, enchanted with 

whom or what we know not.  
2From the fellowship among the 

great lakes.  We bid you well in 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  3May you 

have his mercy and peace in 

abundance, such that you receive 

and enjoy his eternal life.   

4And this eternal life is to 

come into the presence of the one 

true God, creator of the universe, 

not to suffer judgment but to 

receive his love, 5expressed in the 

incarnation, life, and sacrifice of 

God’s only Son Jesus, our one 

Savior.  6For God raised this Jesus 

from among the dead to 

everlasting life, that we who 

profess his risen name may 

receive the self-same life unto 

eternity.  Amen.   

The Broken Spell  

7This enchantment of which 

some among you speak, we know 

to be a very old spell, yet one that 

God has broken in favor of a 

coming new delight, the new 

Jerusalem to descend on the earth.  
8The old spell was of the earth’s 

charm, nature’s allure, which was 

indeed a spell, for natural man had 

nothing but death to which to look 

forward.  9Yet nature had its 

attraction, as you looked up to 

your starry skies at darkest night, 

to imagine yourself freed of your 

human prison.   

10Looking up to your great 

expanse of skies, framed by 

distant mountain ranges, your 

ancient people worshiped the sun 

and stars, and in so doing, 

worshiped the night.  11For to 

imagine the world possessed of its 

own spirit, dead things somehow 

1 
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animated into life, is to fall for a 

deadly deception.  12When man 

thinks himself bound to the earth, 

sun, and stars, all atoms, rather 

than God created in own image, 

so is he, lifeless. 

2 Yet your fellowship knows 

better, knows the universe’s origin 

in the mind of God and his Son, 

and man’s origin from God’s 

breath of life, a spiritual being, 

tended by God’s Spirit.  2You 

know that God made himself 

human, entered his creation in 

man’s form and substance, star 

heralded, though retaining his full 

divinity.  3You have carried in 

your hearts this record of God’s 

entry into his creation, through a 

people whom he formed for that 

purpose, to prepare the way for 

his Son.  4And you have known 

that God’s Son made the ultimate 

sacrifice to open heaven for you, 

to assume your own full divinity, 

as brothers and sisters of Christ, 

God adopted. 

5Thus, you know, unlike 

others among your people who 

worship the sun and stars, and 

consider your lands enchanted, 

that God broke nature’s spell on 

humans, for all who choose to 

accept it, though many prefer to 

remain bound.  6A prison of one’s 

own thoughts, to imagine oneself 

enchanted, is a comfort to the 

despairing, to those who lack 

God’s vision, though that vision is 

right before them.  7And that is 

your witness, to continue to tell 

the lost among you, those who fall 

to the myths of enchantment, that 

God broke the spell for them, that 

they, too, may have life 

everlasting. 

Searching for Right Things 

8We know that your region 

has rich ores in your hills for 

which you dig with such industry, 

whether for gold, silver, copper, 

coal, or atomic fuel.  9Let us share 

the same industry in our search for 

God, to discover his treasures, 

hidden in his word, revealed in his 

Son.  10God desires that you 

search for his hidden things, that 

you pursue him jealously, with 

greater ardor than your search for 

natural gems.  11True riches are 

not in your hills but in your heart, 

that God’s Spirit buried there for 

you to discover, with a little more 

digging.  12Search diligently for 

right things, things that last, stored 

in Christ’s eternal kingdom. 

3 Work diligently in all that 

you do, but set your heart on God, 

who shows himself in all things to 

those who wish to see him.  
2Provide for yourself and others in 

your diligent work, but stop your 

heart from chasing after dead 
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things, created things that you dig 

out of the hills and shape into 

idols that you wear and sell as 

jewelry.  3Enjoy what God gives 

you, and earn your keep, but wear 

the adornment of the living God, 

which is a glad heart, joyful step, 

encouraging witness, and bent for 

care and service.  4Then you will 

have stored up richly where things 

count eternally, in God’s 

kingdom. 

5Come down out of your 

dusty golden hills to search your 

valleys and riverbeds, that you 

may find the water of life, not in 

veritable fountain but in the 

person of Jesus Christ.  6You 

don’t need more outward 

adornment, nor more sun-

burnished skin, but you need the 

blood and body of Jesus Christ, to 

remember his death and rely on 

his resurrection.  7He walked 

similar lands, though not in search 

of mineral but in search of souls, 

to turn the course of lives and 

history, doing his Father’s will.  
8You, too, must do the Father’s 

will, if you are to earn like 

reward, which is greater honor in 

his kingdom. 

Caring for the Elderly 

9Our concern in the church is 

for everyone, not just the rich, 

physically favored, or powerful, 

not just those who can do 

something for us, but the poor, 

disabled, and forgotten, the widow 

and orphan.  10Care especially for 

your elderly, for those who cared 

for you when you were young.  
11Train and equip one another to 

see and serve their needs, for food 

and shelter of course, but also for 

fellowship, the comfort of 

company, and a listening ear.  
12Passing from this life to the next 

in heaven, completing the good 

race, comes quickly for some but 

slowly for others, some with ease 

and others with great challenge. 

4 Give your elderly the 

respect due their years, that they 

have served the body diligently.  
2Do not forget them, or you, too, 

others will forget, when you are 

old and infirm and have lost your 

capability.  3Celebrate their 

service to the church and to you, 

honoring their sacrifice and 

perseverance.  4They did well in 

giving their lives away for you 

because their gifts brought them 

closer to the Lord, but they should 

have your respect, too.  5God will 

treat you as you treat your elderly. 

Aiding the Traveler 

6Show your concern, too, for 

the traveler.  7Many people pass 

through your state on their way to 

other destinations, some of them 

caught by storms in your 
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mountain passes.  8Give the weary 

traveler food, rest, and shelter, for 

in doing so, you may entertain 

angels.  9Your hospitality shows 

your heart not only to those whom 

you aid but to the Lord.  10Your 

hospitality also opens the hearts of 

others to the Lord whom you 

profess to them and credit for your 

generosity.  11Tell the traveler the 

source of your hope.  12Who 

knows but that they may come to 

Christ through your witness and 

may then carry God’s good news 

far and wide? 

5 Despite its open skies and 

beautiful mountain ranges, your 

state may not be the most popular 

destination, not populous at least, 

and perhaps more of a way 

station.  2But the station along the 

way, the one greeting the weary 

traveler, is where many meet the 

Lord, as did the Samaritan 

woman.  3The Spirit leads us as 

the wind blows, we know not 

where, but for our good, to receive 

and share the life of Christ, who 

authors life.  4Continue to show 

your hospitality, taking in the 

weary traveler, sheltering the 

passerby from the storm, and 

sharing God’s word, his good 

news, richly. 

Witness Across Generations 

5We are on a mission together, 

the great commission that our 

Lord gave us, now stretching 

across millennia, but still as vital 

as the day that our Lord gave it.  
6Each new generation enters the 

world without knowing the Lord, 

thus giving every generation the 

urgency of his witness.  7But one 

generation relax its ardor for the 

Lord, and many following 

generations will suffer in 

recovering their holy passion.  
8We are in such a generation 

whose parents relaxed their grip 

of him and, in so doing, left us 

disconnected from the faith, 

flailing to recover. 

9But the Lord never let go his 

grip of us, instead holding fast to 

us just where our parents let go.  
10He retains that passion for us, 

even when we or those who 

influence, counsel, or raise us lose 

passion for him, directing the 

passions to fleeting things that 

have no worth.  11Jesus Christ, 

though, is always worthy, and he 

makes us worthy of him, too.  
12Though generations may fail 

him, their light going out, he 

never fails us.  13And when we 

take our own grip of him, he 

restores our passion for him and 

for life, eternal and transcendent 

life in him. 

Encouraging the Body 



Letters to America’s Churches 

 

  159 

 

6 We recover our divine 

passion, our desire to know the 

love of Jesus Christ, in company 

with you.  2Your faith, large or 

small, in greater or lesser 

numbers, never fails to encourage 

us, 3when we see you bow your 

heads in prayer or lift your faces 

to heaven, or when we see you 

stoop to help the poor or to 

offense turn your other cheek.  
4Your hymns and faith songs, 

your divine poetry and prose, and 

your God-honoring art, all hearten 

us, each one.  5Like the heavenly 

angels, we wish to take note of 

your every new confession, to 

celebrate with joy your every new 

member of the body.   

6Let us continue to count 

together the good things of the 

Lord, every stranger invited in, 

every prisoner visited, every 

hungry soul fed, and every prayer 

sent heavenward.  7Let us number 

our days aright, counting each one 

fully for the Lord, knowing that 

our numbers run out and that our 

time is so short.  8Gather together 

with us in spirit, if not in person, 

counting every voice lifted in 

testimony, every face lifted in 

worship, every note lifted in song.  
9Every small act accumulates in 

greater glory to the one great 

Lord, our holy Savior, in whom 

we so gladly share honor with 

each of you.   

10Though we meet seldom or 

have never met, you remain our 

brothers and sisters in the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  11I have passed 

through your state on occasions, 

even to linger briefly in your 

lovely valleys and to climb your 

beautiful mountain ranges, 

making friends among you in 

witness to the Lord.  12May we 

have cause to meet again on this 

side of heaven and, if not, then 

may we pray earnestly for one 

another that we meet again when 

we each soon join the Lord.  

Amen.   
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To the people of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the One who 

came from the Father and 

returned to the Father with the one 

purpose that all would join him in 

God’s eternal honor.  2Peace and 

purpose to you each, in his holy 

name.  Amen.   

The Wounds of a Friend 

3I write with an urgency that 

recent word of your conduct 

commands, not to discourage you 

but to correct and uplift you, to 

return you to the Father’s one 

narrow path, that you would enjoy 

righteousness’s reward in eternal 

paradise with the Son, your 

Savior.  4God judges the heart, 

and so here, he judges my 

heartfelt intentions.  I mean you 

no harm but rather only good.  
5What is this news that I hear?  

Have you lost your senses, your 

ability to see, hear, and reason?   

6Do not turn your eyes from 

my words, your minds from my 

thoughts, or your hearts from my 

consolation, even if persevering 

with me pains you.  7A little pain 

may prevent a world of hurt, an 

eternity of regrets, and the loss of 

all for which you have labored.  
8Does a mother labor without pain 

to bring forth her child, which she 

then loves beyond herself?  9Your 

confession brought forth your own 

rebirth in salvation and the Spirit.  
10What little does suffering some 

brief pain of embarrassment and 

correction mean to you now, to 

ensure that you survive, that you 

preserve your eternal inheritance 

in God’s kingdom? 

Standardless Judges 

11Some think themselves a 

law unto themselves, setting their 

own standards, and then judging 

themselves against themselves, 

1 
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thus always finding themselves 

innocent.  12God doesn’t work in 

such ways, as if delegating to you, 

his creation, the standards against 

which he made and measures you.  
13One who judges himself against 

himself cannot do other than find 

himself innocent.  14Innocence is 

fine when deserved, real, genuine.  
15Innocence declared of the guilty 

is abomination, injustice, travesty, 

a mocking of all concerned.   

16And God will not let you 

mock him.  To mock God is to 

sign your own death warrant, to 

court, call, and welcome disaster 

upon your head.  17A god who 

embraces mockery is no god at all 

but a devil, a destroyer of souls, 

fit not for rule but for rejection, 

for eternal damnation, for hell’s 

fire.  18You cannot, by judging 

yourself and fooling only 

yourself, free yourself from God’s 

judgment.  19God judges all and 

will judge you, as surely as he 

judges me, and he judges others.  
20That you reject God’s standard 

means that you fall under his 

judgment, that you die rather than 

live, that your end is certain and 

your destination clear. 

Deserved Reputation 

2 Have you, though, rejected 

God’s standard?  Have you set 

aside all that you have learned, to 

pursue what others recommend 

for you, those who are ignorant of 

God’s commands or, worse, know 

his commands but believe 

themselves immune from his 

judgment?  2I do not wish to 

believe half the things that I hear 

of you.  3I pray that your 

reputation is only rumor and that 

your actions are other than 

reputed.  4Stand up for yourselves.  

Answer the charges not just to 

preserve our fellowship but as 

ones whose lives depend on it.   

5Do you worship your own 

god of power, having gone the 

warmongering way of the 

Philistines?  6Do all you care is 

that you have your way, that no 

one would ever oppose you, check 

you up, call into question your 

motives and intentions?  7Are you 

ungovernable, never turned, never 

headed, never submitting, never 

admitting?  8A people freed of 

conscience is not a free people but 

a people enslaved to sin.  9Those 

who rule themselves, rejecting the 

holy God as their ruler, find sin 

ruling them.  10To make a god of 

oneself is impossible because 

something or someone must rule 

man.  When God does not rule 

man, temptations of all kinds will. 

11Or are you among those who 

sacrifice their children before 

Moloch?  How many of your 
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young never saw daylight?  
12What cause did you have against 

them, after God had given them a 

future, knitting them together in 

the wombs of their mothers?  
13God and his people would have 

provided for them, if you had not.  

Let them see daylight, even if you 

must, or you choose to, send them 

on their way alone.  14You stand 

in ready judgment over others, 

thinking yourself in every way 

superior, but are instead naked 

before God, without the least 

decency even to your own self, no 

less your own children.   

Need of a Savior 

15We all have need of a 

Savior.  Your wrongs implicate 

us, as ours implicate you.  16While 

we consider ourselves evolving 

ever upward, with ever less need 

for God, instead our wrongs are 

darker and deeper, and 

compounded every day.  17Each 

new year, we ring in new sins that 

our ancestors would not have 

imagined.  18We have set aside 

God’s will for each of us and our 

children, families, friends, 

enemies, and governments.  19We 

together are a disgraceful nation, 

having the blood of millions of 

innocents on our hands, crying out 

for justice.   

20Never had a generation and 

people greater advantage, greater 

learning, and greater opportunity, 

while also greater need for the 

blood of Jesus.  21Your great city 

teems with inventive people who 

have tools and riches that no other 

people before them had even 

imagined.  22You feel as if you 

can achieve anything that you can 

imagine, while your riches and 

technologies further fuel your 

imagination.   

23Yet everything remains lost 

to you, everything grows darker, 

stranger, and more dangerous, and 

everything returns swiftly to dust 

and ashes, without your Savior’s 

rescue.  24You realize at every one 

of your swift and sure turns, here 

and there, left and right, up and 

down, whither and hither, that you 

have no way out, just like all 

people before you.  25Without God 

before you, without God over you 

and his Spirit in you, your 

imaginings are not your salvation 

but your trap, your end, your 

destruction.   

Look Outward from Within 

3 You, in your great city, 

admire yourselves, consider 

yourselves the world’s capitol in 

all things important to you, 

whether finance, the arts, or world 

governance.  2You care not even 

to govern yourselves but rather, 

bringing representatives to you 
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from around the world, to rule the 

world.  3Because you do not look 

out from within you, to see how 

God and others rightly regard you, 

you do not see that you lead the 

world in nothing other than its 

chaos.  4You sow the wind and 

reap the whirlwind. 

5You must lift your eyes from 

yourself, look beyond your tall 

buildings and busy harbors, to see 

again the mountain of God, to see 

again that you have lost your 

guiding light and in doing so lost 

yourselves to every sin.  6Turn 

your gaze upward from your deep 

steel and glass canyons so that 

you can once again see the will of 

God, to see your Savior coming 

on a cloud.  7Prepare yourselves to 

meet your Maker, as we must 

each prepare, ready in the Spirit, 

having held onto the confession 

we first made that gave us a future 

beyond our three score and ten 

with reasonable service.   

A Remnant 

8Indeed, among you survives 

a remnant of God’s people, 

precious followers of the one Lord 

Jesus Christ who rescues them 

from among you.  9They stand like 

oak trees among you, unshakable 

in their faith, though the depravity 

of your great city blows hard at 

them at every turn.  10Your city on 

the harbor mocks them as 

simpletons and rubes, though they 

are wise and refined far beyond 

the broad entertainments that you 

so pursue and venerate.   

11Seek, join, and preserve this 

remnant.  Your hope is far from 

lost.  12God’s Word lives among 

you just as he lives among us, 

though he hides his eyes for a 

time from your spectacular 

indulgences.  13Enter the house of 

God once again, to embrace again 

what your ears hear there.  14You 

have not completely thrown over 

your faith, just turned from it so 

that it no longer sears your guilty 

consciences.  15Turn back to it, 

and God will save you as he saves 

us.  16We do not stand in judgment 

over you, for what I write, I write 

also to us, as warning that we each 

have need for the same Savior and 

same salvation from the same 

sins. 

17We are a remnant, as you are 

a remnant.  18We must stand apart 

in the furious winds, like oaks 

among the storm, just as you must 

stand apart from the same storm 

that blows across the same nation.  
19We must acknowledge and hold 

to the same deep root, which is the 

word of God, the testimony of 

Jesus Christ in whom we have our 

only strength and cause to stand.  
20We confess with you the same 

sins and same need so that we too 
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may hold fast to our remnant 

people who reside in the kingdom 

of God, anticipating the Son’s 

return and our joyful reunion. 

Rich and Poor 

4 What do we hear, too, of 

the vast gulf between your rich 

and poor, how your great city’s 

elite live in exquisite luxury in 

their high-rise compounds, while 

your poor barely eat?  2Have your 

Savior’s heart for the poor; show 

his generous Spirit.  Feed the 

masses out of your riches.  3Better 

yet, open your schools and 

commerce to them, that they may 

acquire and work in their own 

vineyards.  4The people are 

destitute because they must work 

in vineyards that others own, 

others who grind, cheat, and 

enslave them.  5They have sold 

their fields out of necessity and 

now cannot recover them.   

6The people work only to eat 

rather than to improve their lot 

and the lot of their children.  
7They carry the debt of their 

education, while accumulating 

more debt trying to participate as 

equals in your happy commerce.  
8Falling further behind, they lose 

hope, and with their hope lost, 

they lose their discipline, falling 

to temptations that quickly destroy 

the last of their senses.  9They 

then lose their faith, families, 

occupations, and ambitions, until 

you must imprison vast numbers 

of them just to protect yourselves 

from their despairing habits.  
10You produce vast wealth, 

drawing on God’s rich resources, 

but you shut the doors to those 

whom God would have wealth 

serve, the troubled orphan, 

struggling widow, and frightened 

immigrant.   

11Instead, turn your hearts 

again to the poor, to the teeming 

and struggling masses washing up 

on your shores.  12Remember how 

God founded your nation, calling 

it out of other peoples who had 

forsaken him, just as he called 

Abram out of Babylon and Moses 

out of Egypt, to lead Israel as a 

free nation under him.  13Keep 

your head for commerce, for so 

the Lord blesses you as a people 

of creative industry.  But turn 

your heart to the Lord’s lost and 

poor.  14Make serving the poor 

and saving the lost your 

ambitions, and you will once 

again seek the Lord, for what you 

do for the poor and lost, you do 

for him. 

A Light Among You 

15We hear again that a light of 

faith rises among you, that in the 

heart of your great city the Lord’s 

light once again shines brightly 
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through a disciple, attracting rich 

and poor, native and immigrant, 

people of all places and races.  
16Give witness to that light.  

Support the disciple’s ministry 

with your words and finances.  
17Share the Lord’s light in your 

city of darkness until your city 

once again burns with the Lord’s 

passion as a city of light.  18The 

nation has drawn deeply from 

your great city in the past, though 

it now turns its face from it in 

shame.   

19Pursue the light; come out of 

your darkness.  The Lord awaits 

you.  20No good comes from the 

many things that you do in the 

dark.  Serve in the light.  21The 

light disinfects your wounds, 

healing them and restoring you to 

the Lord’s favor.  22Seek the 

Lord’s favor with all your might, 

and you will see how his simple 

favor is greater than the greatest 

reward of your self-striving 

labors.  23The Lord is good, and 

the Lord blesses. 

5 We ask nothing from you, 

only your witness to the light, 

which is the same thing that we 

ask from others.  2We do not ask 

for your collection, nor do we ask 

for your technology, art, or 

wisdom.  3But yet we ask one 

other thing from you, that you not 

oppress us with your rule, that you 

not colonize us with your 

insatiable self-seeking.  4Instead, 

treat us as we are, your equals, in 

the same need of your fellowship 

as you have need of ours.  5Heal 

the nation with your humility 

rather than gash it again with your 

dominance and arrogance.  6Leave 

your great city a new legacy, one 

powerfully within the Lord’s 

inheritance, within the all-

powerful kingdom of God. 

Joining the Battle 

7Your ears tire now of hard 

words shared with you by a close 

friend.  8As is true for so many 

others in this nation, my ancestors 

passed through your gates and 

even lingered among you for a 

while.  9We want to be proud of 

you again, to count you among 

our strongest allies in the spiritual 

war that our Savior has already 

won for us, even as we continue to 

fight these rearguard skirmishes.  
10Stand alongside us again to fight 

the good fight that our Lord has 

already won, rather than fight 

against us and for a darkness that 

cannot overcome the Lord’s light.  
11You have no other future.  Make 

the Lord’s paradise your future.  
12Join us again in the kingdom of 

God. 

13Read this letter not among 

your churches, for they already 

stand for the light, but among 
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your rulers, in your councils, and 

in your streets, businesses, and 

residences.  14Jonah spoke 

regretfully to Nineveh, as I speak 

regretfully to you.  15But the Lord 

used Jonah’s warning to change 

the heart of Nineveh’s hardest 

ruler.  16God’s word can change 

any heart, even the hardest heart 

of the hardest ruler.  17Do not fear 

these words and hide them, and so 

assume the guilt of Nineveh’s fall, 

but instead embrace these words 

to share them heartily.  18Imagine 

your reward if your great city 

were then to turn its heart to the 

Lord.   

19Now is never too late.  

Tomorrow may be so.  20Treat all 

things with the urgency that they 

deserve.  21We have but one fate.  

You control your own fate, but 

you also influence the fate of 

others.  22Do you, as all do, wish 

your life to have purpose, that you 

would discern your proper 

ambition and have strong reason 

to live?  23Then join the royal 

battle for souls, just as our Lord 

gave us the great commission.  
24Stand among those royal 

soldiers in your great city who 

serve the Lord mightily.  25You’ll 

have no regrets for having served 

the Lord. 
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Peace from the Lord Jesus 

Christ and God the Father.  
2The blessed members of our 

fellowship here give you their 

joyful greetings, 3confident in the 

promise of Christ’s salvation, 

assured of their destiny, and glad 

to anticipate with you the liberty 

and light of eternal life in Jesus.   

The Life to Come 

4We distinguish us among our 

pagan friends by the joy that we 

draw from the Lord’s promise 

guaranteeing our futures, not the 

fool’s joy that all things turn out 

for the best for everyone, 5but 

instead the wise person’s claim 

that God has made his covenant 

with those who accept the 

redemptive blood of his Son.  6We 

stand with you in the hope of 

resurrection, the great deposit for 

which Jesus has paid on our 

behalf. 

7Your resurrection is not to 

your old life, which dies with your 

natural body’s death, but to new 

life in transformed body, your 

character without defect, formed 

finally in the holy image of God.  
8You taste your resurrected life 

today as only a hint of the fullness 

it will be when the Lord raises 

you.  9Now, a taste; then, the full 

flavor.  Now, a hint; then, the full 

truth.   

Known by Revelation 

10The Lord reveals truth only 

as your condition warrants.  11You 

are not ready yet for the full 

revelation of his character or the 

full revelation of your 

transformation, or he would have 

revealed them to you.  12The Lord 

does not delay in the way that 

some of you think he delays.  
13Nor does he tease you, play 

games, or hide from you.  14He 

1 
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instead reveals himself just as 

fully as most benefits you, that 

you would know him by pursuing 

him, 15even as he pursues you 

without forcing you to know him. 

16Thank God that he is who he 

is, reveals what he reveals, and 

does as he does, even when we do 

not yet know all that we may wish 

to know of him.  17What we 

should know of him, we can now 

know.  What we cannot yet know 

of him, we should not yet know.  
18Do you wish now to see his 

glory?  Ask, and he will show it to 

you but only as he knows best that 

you see him.  19You don’t see 

clearly yet, more like in a mirror.  

Then, you will see face to face, 

when your eyes are ready to see. 

The Saints’ Confession 

2 You do not need our 

instruction on the Lord’s return 

because the Lord himself 

instructed you, and his angels also 

did so on his behalf.  2We together 

trust the physician’s report that 

when the Lord ascended, his 

angels said then that he would 

return just as he had ascended.  
3Didn’t the Lord himself so 

promise you, and not only to 

return but to take you back with 

him?   

4You must believe as the Lord 

instructs.  5If you do not believe as 

the Lord says, then believe as the 

Lord did, which was to rise on the 

third day, then to ascend to his 

Father in heaven.   

6A halfway confession is no 

confession at all.  7Is that the 

confession that you make, only 

that the Lord Jesus died?  8Didn’t 

he also rise again so that you 

would rise in him, too?  9A seed 

doesn’t fall to the ground without 

purpose but instead to give new 

life.  10A mother doesn’t conceive 

to bring forth dead, but instead 

living, things.   

11And so, the Lord died not to 

decay in the earth but to defeat 

death, and not just by rising again 

himself, alone, but instead to take 

you with him.  12What would 

sacrifice be without 

accompanying redemption?  
13God does not require sacrifice to 

appease an appetite, as the 

Canaanite god Moloch required 

child sacrifice, but instead to pay 

just debts and restore the debtor to 

freedom.  14God does not sacrifice 

you or your children but instead 

saves you and your children with 

his own sacrifice, yet fully 

restored. 

Reliable Witnesses 

3 You know these elementary 

things of God, having learned 

them from your most-trusted 
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forebears, in whose lives you 

found your best witnesses to the 

truth of those things you learned.  
2Don’t we believe witnesses 

because of the credibility of their 

accounts and the trustworthiness 

of their good character?  3Your 

forebears, no matter the degree of 

their liberty, were men and 

women of great account, who 

proved their testimony about the 

Lord by the example the Spirit 

made of their lives.   

4You have trusted the 

accounts to which well-formed 

lives testify, lives that illustrate 

the Spirit’s power, which is the 

power of truth.  5A bad tree does 

not bear good fruit, nor a good 

tree bad fruit.  6A life rooted in the 

Lord bears much good fruit, 

while, as the Lord said, apart from 

him one does nothing.   

Rooted in Truth 

7We remain in the root and 

vine that produces such good fruit 

because we have accepted the true 

testimony and embraced evident 

truth—8not a lie, fantasy, or 

imagination but history and truth, 

that the Lord’s own life and the 

lives of so many apostles and 

saints verify.  9And that truth is 

that the Lord Jesus came from the 

Father as the Father’s only Son, to 

live the perfect life and die the 

blameless death, that we may 

share his life eternally.  10Jesus is 

our one way to the Father, our one 

escape from sin’s sentence of 

death.   

11We think of you often, 

celebrating that you live with us in 

the truth.  12To live in the truth is 

to acknowledge Jesus as Lord and 

then to do as he says, which is to 

love others as he loved us and 

gave himself for us.  13We give us 

to you and to others because the 

Lord gave himself for us and tells 

us to do likewise for others.   

14How may we serve you, our 

brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

beyond sharing with you this 

celebration of our mutual 

inheritance, the gracious gift of 

God?  15We prayed for you 

against storms and that your 

people would recover from floods.  
16We celebrated the homegoing of 

your great apostle whose lifelong 

witness led so many to the Lord.  
17How may we serve you, our 

friends, before we ask anything of 

you other than your own prayers 

that we continue in the Lord’s 

gospel work? 

A Great Apostle 

4 Your great apostle was a 

witness to us, just as he was to so 

many worldwide, from rulers to 

the downtrodden and poor, 2not 

for his oratory as much as for his 
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humility, not for his personality or 

presence as much as for his 

character and care, so plainly of 

the Lord.  3Your timbered 

mountains didn’t produce the 

man, although he reflected their 

rugged character in the majesty of 

the Lord.  4Your hilly farms didn’t 

produce the man, although he 

reflected their bountiful harvest in 

the grace of the Lord.  Your wild 

seashores didn’t produce the man, 

although he reflected their 

untamed character in the 

sovereignty of the Lord.   

5We celebrate the Lord in 

every preacher, apostle, and friend 

in whom his Spirit resides, but we 

do not look for human model and 

inspiration.  We instead seek the 

Spirit’s power.  6God’s favor and 

his Spirit’s power were your great 

apostle’s distinguishing marks, 
7the marks that you and we also 

bear, by God’s illimitable grace.  
8Your great apostle would have 

said the same, that we should 

honor him less while instead 

honoring, glorifying, and 

worshiping his Savior.   

9Yet see how the Spirit draws 

us together around him in whom 

the Spirit so richly resided.  10How 

far he traveled and to how many 

he preached!  What great reward 

must have awaited him in heaven.  
11To some, the work is to plant the 

seed of faith through loving 

service, 12drawing the lost toward 

their Savior through the constant 

kindnesses that the Lord himself 

supplies.  13For others, the work is 

to water the seed with the words 

of faith, whether by preaching like 

that of your great apostle or by 

patient teaching as so many more 

do.   

14For all, though, our witness 

is to carry the Holy Spirit into 

every room and relationship, into 

every kindness and act of service, 

whether given or received, 
15although better to give than 

receive.  For giving softens your 

heart toward the one whom you 

bless, not just in sentiment or 

emotion but in will and mind, 
16where giving begins to count.  

Count your blessings not in things 

received but in things given.   

17Your great apostle’s blessing 

was just so, not that of a man of 

great wealth and much pleasure, 

all received from the Lord’s hand, 

although the Lord did provide for 

your great apostle, 18but instead in 

the confidence that the Spirit had 

blessed many others through his 

steadfast service in the faith.  
19May it also be so for you.  May 

the Lord provide for you, as he 

has plainly and richly done.  20But 

may you also bless many, in 

whatever way God most equips 
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you.  21You are not without talents 

to put to his good uses, although 

we all find better thanking the 

Lord for what he provides than to 

count the talents with which he 

equips us for his service. 

The Message’s Urgency 

5 The nights grow longer and 

days shorter for both us and you, 

my friends in Christ.  2I do not 

write here of the sun, moon, and 

stars but of our natural life, the 

ebbing of which we feel every 

day.  3Yet we live the supernatural 

life Christ gave us in the cross, not 

the natural life that we know must 

someday slip away.  4And so we 

feel our capacities not ebb but 

grow, in proportion to how much 

more each day we desire to join 

the Lord.  5For to serve him where 

we are and as we are is our good 

lot in life, while to join him in 

paradise is our far better destiny. 

6Live for your destiny, as we 

live for ours, which is the same, in 

Jesus Christ, for we share one 

God and one Lord.  7See in your 

rugged hills, valley farms, and 

wild seashores not the passing 

things of this world but the eternal 

things of God in Jesus Christ.  
8Know and share the character not 

only of your beautiful lands and 

powerful sea but of your 

spectacular Savior and almighty 

Lord.  9Our hearts treasure your 

witness to his character, just as we 

continue to treasure the timeless 

witness of your late apostle.   

10May your longing for the 

Lord far surpass your longing for 

this life, that you may live this life 

to its fullest service without losing 

to this world the least bit of your 

desire for the Lord.  11May your 

days be bright with his love and 

your nights be brighter with your 

desire to know him.   

Community of Believers 

12Warn our mutual friend 

Julius to keep the faith in his 

wayward travels.  13He does not 

know whether the Lord has sent 

him on a great secret mission or if 

he has entirely lost his way.  14We 

do not know, either, although for 

not knowing, we greatly fear the 

latter.  15He has done much for us 

and for you, even if he now 

threatens to undo what good he 

has done.  16All is in the Lord’s 

hands, which is far better than to 

be at the mercy of this world.   

17Peace to you all, my 

brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

whom I love with the Lord’s love.  
18Reply with your good news, 

especially your news of the 

harvest of souls whom you so 

joyfully reap for our Lord, so that 

we may celebrate with you.  19Or 
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reply with whatever challenges 

and concerns you, so that we may 

pray for you, and then see the 

Lord do yet another miracle.  
20Oh, for joy, my dear brothers 

and sisters, that we would each 

day see more of the Lord.  21We 

are with you under one God, one 

Lord, and one Spirit. 
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My dearest friends, I call you 

even though I have not met 

you in person, because I feel 

that I know you because of your 

deep love of our Lord and your 

earnest desire to do his will, so 

like our own desire.  2We are 

brothers and sisters in the Lord!  
3You know your love for your 

natural brothers and sisters.  4How 

much more we must love our 

spiritual brothers and sisters who, 

growing in Christ’s knowledge 

and image, are so much more of 

our own.   

5We may be unlike one 

another in looks and stature, in 

habits and experiences, but how 

alike we are in what matters so 

much more, whom we obey and 

whom we worship.  6What joy we 

have in one another!  While I have 

not met you yet, our meeting is 

assured where it will count far 

more, in heaven.  7Peace and joy 

to you, blessed by the Lord’s life 

and comforted by his Spirit. 

A Holy Bond 

8And so have I already 

accomplished my letter’s whole 

and genuine purpose, to confirm 

in this writing a divine bond that 

our Lord has already made 

between us.  9He has given us 

each his supernatural birth, to join 

a radiant throng of holy 

worshipers, as equal members of 

his one body, the church.  
10Though we have not met, we 

nonetheless work in perfect union 

with you, the Spirit providing the 

breath, the Son providing the 

blood, and the Father over all, to 

his glory forever.   

11If you had not joined us in 

this holy bond, then we would not 

be the same without you, or you 

the same without us, but we 

would each be missing the other, 

1 
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as brother or sister would miss 

one another, deeply, longingly, 

the family without its due 

member.  12Our happy labor 

would be more difficult and less 

joyful without you.  13As soon as 

we learned of your absence, we 

would want to seek you and find 

you, to add you again to our holy 

family’s numbers, as Christ left 

the ninety-nine whom he loved to 

find the one whom he missed and 

loved just as much.  14Do you feel 

about our fellowship the same 

way?  Would you come search for 

us? 

The Head and the Life 

15Christ is our head, bringing 

us together as his brothers and 

sisters, adopted children in his 

Father’s one family.  16We would 

not be his brothers and sisters if 

we did not recognize Christ as our 

rescuer, our only escape from the 

natural corruption and necessary 

mortality of these earthly tents, 

our natural life.  17The holy Father 

could not adopt us as his children 

if we did not have the Son’s blood 

covering and redeeming our sinful 

lives. 

18As Christ is the head, his 

body is the life.  He is the way and 

the truth and the life.  19Our spirits 

live their spiritual life and breathe 

their spiritual breath when we 

remain in him, his Spirit feeding 

our spirits.  20We are spiritual 

beings, worthy of him only as 

spiritual beings, not worthy in the 

flesh, and worthy of him only 

because he was worthy for us.  
21His perfect life would alone 

deserve our attention, as we would 

admire and honor anything of 

perfect proportion, but his perfect 

sacrifice compels our utter 

devotion.  He gave his life for us.   

A Closer Walk 

2 We desire to travel with 

you, northern brothers and sisters, 

on this one road, ever closer to our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  2As 

he walked Emaus Road, drawing 

disciples into knowledge of the 

scriptures that revealed ever more 

of him, so we wish to walk in 

fellowship with you, guided and 

informed by the Lord’s Holy 

Spirit.  3Each next step with the 

Spirit is a step closer to Jesus 

Christ, which is our fierce desire, 

growing closer to the Lord.   

4We want to know him, as we 

want him to know us, so that he 

does not say what he warned he 

would say to some who profess 

his name but continue to do evil, 

that he never knew us.  5We 

pursue him that our faith in him 

would produce the holiness that 

he recognizes as coming from 

genuine confession.  6We wish our 
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faith to be real and know that to 

be so we have ever greater need of 

him, notwithstanding that we 

might prophesy, heal, or do other 

works in his name.  7Intimacy 

with the Lord is our desire, not the 

many rewards that come with it, 

for to desire the rewards over the 

One who gives them is to mistake 

the purpose of the gift.   

Gather, Grow, and Go 

8And so we gather with you, 

our northern friends, in awe at the 

foot of Christ’s cross, and again in 

amazement at the empty tomb of 

the rolled-back stone.  9We 

worship the risen Lord together, 

knowing that he sits at the right 

hand of the Father, on his throne.  
10And as we study under the 

Spirit, desire Christ’s intimacy, 

and gather in worship of the risen 

Lord, we grow.  11Our spirits 

develop and mature together, until 

we see and know ever more of our 

beloved Lord.   

12Yet even as we gather and 

grow, we also go out among those 

whom we do not yet know as 

friends in fellowship, those who 

have not yet confessed their need 

of the one Savior.  13Our heart 

leads us to the lost, just as the 

Lord’s heart led him.  14We find 

the lost wherever we go, whether 

near in our neighborhoods or far 

among foreigners, even in our 

own churches, where we find 

those who do not yet understand.  
15You join us, dear friends, in our 

passionate search for lost souls, 

praying with us that the Spirit 

gives us discernment to see the 

lost and gives us also the word of 

God to save them. 

Another Home 

3 Your resource-rich region 

continues to be one of cyclical 

boom and bust, so like the 

challenges of this life, in this 

place that is not our eternal home.  
2We treasure every earthly 

evidence of God’s continual 

grace, the beauty of which we 

catch glimpses and the serenity of 

which we experience fleetingly.  
3We welcome his material 

bounties, when he doubles our 

earthly gain, and we thank him 

profusely.  He is the God who 

supplies.   

4Yet we treasure far more 

every glimpse of heaven, where 

sits our one Creator, a heaven that 

we justly claim, only because 

under Christ’s blood, as our 

permanent home.  5You, too, catch 

those same glimpses of your 

permanent home because you 

made the same good confession 

and have the same Spirit.  6Thank 

God that he has given us the 

desire for what is far better than 
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that which we can grasp here.  His 

grace so far exceeds our grasp.  
7He only asks that we wait on 

him, trust him, withhold from 

grasping here that which will 

disappear there, where we will 

receive his all.   

8Heaven is our home, we cry 

again, heaven is our home.  9All is 

loss compared with that which 

awaits us, but we say the same 

even better, all is loss compared 

with him who waits to embrace 

us.  10Waiting ourselves, we 

embrace his Spirit, God’s rich 

deposit for who is yet to come, the 

Son, whose return will open 

heaven, our permanent home.  
11Oh, to be there with you, dear 

friends.  Come closer, home, 

come closer.  12Draw closer, 

friends, to us and, with us, to our 

Lord.  Let us hear from you.  

Write soon. 
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To the churches of one of our 

neighboring states, greetings in 

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who reigns unopposed in our 

souls.  Amen. 

A Shared Ministry 

2Our ancestors once 

skirmished over our common 

border, compromising the dispute 

peacefully with grant to your state 

of the disputed lands, in exchange 

for our receiving our beautiful 

northern peninsula.  3You are a 

people blessed with the wisdom 

and grace of our Lord, with whom 

we share not only much happy 

commerce but frequent exchange 

of fellowship.  4Glad we are that 

you send your children our way to 

share with us their many talents, 

in the Lord’s pursuit.  5They bless 

us and our gatherings, and 

advance the Lord’s work among 

us, lightening our load and adding 

to our heavenly balance.  

6We send you back our own 

young people, to make their lives 

among you, carrying their own 

witness of the Lord’s great 

blessing, to share generously 

among you.  7Treasure our young, 

as we treasure yours.  Care for 

them deeply, 8and if you send 

them back to us someday, then 

return them richer in Spirit for 

your fellowship, saved by Christ’s 

blood and baptized in water and 

the Spirit’s breath of fire.  9We 

commit to do the same for your 

children, so that you respect us 

even more. 

Ambassadors Together 

10We together have much 

more to accomplish, if the Lord 

wills to give us more time, even 

though I know that you prefer to 

be with the Lord as much as the 

members of our fellowship do.  
11We are strangers here, in our 

alien land, while we are full 

1 
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brothers and sisters in God’s 

kingdom.  12Yet God appoints us 

ambassadors to the strangers 

whom we encounter in this 

foreign land, and so as 

ambassadors we must act in 

earnest.   

13An ambassador never 

offends, never relaxes in civility 

and decorum, and never neglects 

the core diplomatic duty to 

represent the homeland in the best 

light.  14For the ambassador acts 

not alone but instead represents 

the ruler who chose and sent the 

ambassador, which in our case is 

none less than our holy God, the 

universe’s creator.  15We have our 

diplomatic charge from the 

greatest ruler of all and so should 

carry out our duty with the 

greatest possible joy and 

circumspection.   

16And what is our 

ambassadorial duty?  Our duty 

above all other duties is to 

accurately represent the good 

news with which God has blessed 

us, that we may enable God to 

bless others, to draw them to his 

kingdom.  17An ambassador does 

not hide the glory of the land and 

ruler whom the ambassador 

represents but instead shares 

widely that glory, which is not the 

ambassador’s own but that of the 

ruler making the appointment and 

the land from which appointed.   

18Our homeland is God’s 

kingdom, the most glorious of 

realms.  19How can we do 

anything other than represent it in 

all earnestness, sharing its glories 

with all who would hear?  20We 

wear the royal insignia of the 

most-royal homeland.  21Hold 

your heads high when sharing the 

gospel, knowing the land you 

represent and knowing also the 

ruler God from whom you come. 

Citizens of Another Realm 

2 As your fellow kingdom 

citizens, we care not about state 

boundaries, nor earthly territorial 

disputes.  2While we enjoy the 

natural bounties of our beautiful 

states, yours rich in soil and ours 

in timber and lakes, we do not 

even claim this earthly land as our 

native own.  3We may call on our 

nation to protect its borders to 

ensure our security, valuing the 

commitment of those valiant 

soldiers who do.  4But we see 

ourselves as foreigners even in 

our own lands, as citizens of 

another kingdom, God’s own.  
5And so we welcome the foreigner 

here, that the foreigner would also 

learn of our kingdom home. 

6But friends, what duties do 

we acknowledge and what rights 
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do we claim as citizens of God’s 

kingdom?  7Citizenship first 

carries with it the duty to 

recognize the kingdom’s 

sovereignty.  We define kingdoms 

by the authority of their ruler.  
8God in his kingdom has absolute 

right and power to rule, as every 

citizen of his kingdom must 

acknowledge, to gain and 

maintain their citizenship.  9And 

so we together submit to God in 

his most-beneficent rule. 

10Yet, good thing, my fellow 

citizens of God’s realm, 

citizenship also carries certain 

rights and benefits.  11Our right, 

under confession of God’s 

authority, which of necessity 

includes our recognition of his 

glorious Son, is to inherit as one 

of God’s own, an inheritance that 

makes us members of God’s own 

household.  12Jesus told us that he 

has prepared our place in his 

Father’s own house.  13Our benefit 

then is to look on the Creator’s 

glory, to be present with him, 

rejoicing in his love, in his 

paradise.   

14I need not spell out your 

citizenship rights and duties so 

plainly, given your maturity in the 

faith.  You knew these truths 

before I wrote.  15I remind you 

only to ensure that, separated from 

us by a border or not, you know 

that we are members of your same 

kingdom household, that we share 

fully your plain faith.  16Nothing 

can divide us, whether territorial 

allegiance, history, ancestry, or 

other, if we profess the faith in 

Jesus Christ that gains us 

heavenly citizenship, our only true 

home. 

17This celestial citizenship of 

ours is no wearying burden, as is 

the citizenship of so many earthly 

kingdoms.  18God himself paid the 

citizenship tax.  He bought our 

citizenship with his own blood, 

the blood of Jesus Christ his Son.  
19We have only the lightest duty 

of citizenship, which is to 

acknowledge those terms, that 

Christ, having paid our price, is 

due our honor.  20We give him our 

all when we give him our 

confession that we needed his 

awful sacrifice.  21We take his 

blood on our own heads, which is 

where it entirely belongs.  22Christ 

did not die for himself but for us. 

Support for Missions 

3 Pray that our mission to the 

foreign lands far to our south goes 

well for the brave souls whom we 

continue to send there.  2You were 

bold to support our first trip, and 

now look how many more trips 

we have made there since, and not 

without result.  3If you had not 
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supported us with your personal 

encouragement and prayers, and 

with your willingness to challenge 

the trust and faith of our common 

leaders, then we might not have 

gone, for we would have lacked 

necessary means.  4But God 

supplied the means, opening the 

hearts of our common leaders, 

causing them to trust that we 

meant what we said, that the Spirit 

was leading us to this outreach.  
5With their approval and 

introductions, we were able to 

secure the foothold we needed in 

those lands, which was the trust of 

our foreign fellowship. 

6And look at the good that has 

come from your prayers and 

encouragement.  7Not only have 

we supplied our foreign 

fellowship with the collection that 

we endeavored to deliver to them 

in their relative poverty, that to 

which you yourselves contributed, 

and with the other gifts of 

administration with which the 

Spirit has blessed us, 8but they in 

return shared their love of God, 

borne out of their deep 

dependence on him, which they 

turned to overflowing joy at our 

fellowship.  9The Spirit has 

poured out blessings on all of us, 

which we here wish to share with 

you.   

Prayers Sent Heavenward 

10Indeed, take heart that God 

has once again answered your 

prayers beyond your actual 

requests.  11When you pray, you 

not only invoke God’s grace, 

opening the gates of heaven out of 

which he pours his riches over the 

subjects and objects of your 

requests, but you also store up 

future rewards in heaven.  12Your 

prayers ascend to heaven, where 

nothing decays, and all remains 

gloriously evident.   

13When Jesus takes you to be 

with him, your prayers will meet 

you there, as evidence of your 

faith.  14You will bear only his 

image for you, as you must for his 

Father to welcome you, 15but you 

will have scented the gates of 

heaven with your celestial 

discourse, those many prayers 

with which you submitted to the 

Father’s will, even as you 

entreated him.   

16So continue in prayer for us, 

as we continue in prayer for you.  
17We wish to have many more 

trips to support our foreign 

fellowship in the lands far to our 

south.  18Our work there feels as if 

it has only just begun, unless the 

Spirit sends us to another land, in 

which instance we will readily go.   

Strengthened in the Faith 
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4 What do we owe you, then, 

in this divine exchange of ours, in 

which the one who gives more, 

indeed the one who most 

sacrifices for the other, receives 

more rather than less?  2We wish 

to receive by giving, as you have 

given us so much and have 

accordingly exceeded that which 

we received.  3You gave us your 

prayers, shared liberally with our 

holy Father, and contributed to 

our mission collection.  4How 

shall we pray for you, and where 

might we bless you with our own 

collection?  5These are the 

questions that devoted members 

of the fellowship should ask, and 

we ask them sincerely.  6Write us 

back with your requests, that we 

might bless you and, in so doing, 

make our own rich heavenly 

deposit.   

7Let us strengthen you in the 

faith as you strengthen us, for 

these are hard times for members 

of our faith fellowship.  8Our 

challenges are not material—no, 

we are the richest of generations 

in gold and luxuries—but 

spiritual.  9Faith does not increase 

with wealth, certainly not with 

luxury.  10Wealth distracts, and 

luxury entices.  11We wish 

hardships on no one, but too much 

may present more hazard to us 

than too little.  12We draw no 

security from things of this world.  

Our security is in God, in whom 

we trust.   

13We thank God for you, then, 

even as we wish to hear from you 

more and increase our joyful 

exchange.  14Send us more of your 

growing children, and we will 

send you more of ours.  15Know 

that we will nurture them in the 

faith, that they may return to you 

mature, blessing you again with 

their own children.  16Sometimes, 

we must move away for our hearts 

to learn our true home.  17So it is 

with God.  He lets us run for a 

time to other things until we 

realize how much we miss him, 

then for us to run back to him in 

swiftest return.  18Run back to 

him, friends.  He awaits you with 

open arms. 
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To the fellowship of the 

southern plains, named for its 

native people, a territory to 

the nation come late as a state.  
2From the fellowship of the great 

lakes, your brothers and sisters in 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  3Greetings 

in the Lord’s glorious name, 

Jesus, our Savior.  4His mercy, 

grace, and peace to you all, we 

pray in his name, Christ Jesus our 

Lord.  Amen. 

Church Administration 

5Your query has reached us 

regarding the proper 

administration of the body of 

Christ, the church.  6The elders 

here have taken the question to 

study and prayer, discerning in the 

Spirit what I record here.  7I agree 

with what the elders communicate 

to you here, not that my opinion 

should mean anything to you, 

when the Lord speaks.  8We each 

follow the Lord, each as the Spirit 

guides us, and not always along 

the same route, although always to 

the same glorious end.  9May our 

labors result in praise of the 

Lord’s name.  10But you do owe 

me for sending Robert to you, 

trained both to teach and preach, 

and even to do as you ask here, to 

administer the church.  11Consult 

with him, too, even as you read 

this letter.  12And when he has 

served you adequately, send him 

back to us, refreshed.  13We miss 

his earnest spirit. 

2 To answer your question, 

the Spirit supplies the gift of 

administration, just as he does the 

gifts to teach and preach, and to 

prophecy, heal, discern, and 

counsel.  2You should choose 

from among you those who have 

studied the word, shown restraint, 

kept their own house and finances 

1 
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in order, and above all received 

the Spirit.  3Let them apply their 

gifts to administer the churches of 

your fellowship, as the Spirit 

supplies them.  4Let them keep the 

peace among the saints, reminding 

your fellowship’s members that 

they all serve one Lord.  5Charge 

them with ensuring the proper 

collection and distribution of the 

tithes and offerings.  6Why should 

anyone trust you with handling 

God’s word properly, if you 

cannot keep your finances in 

order?  7Let them see that the 

places where you gather are clean 

and sound. 

8In this way, your members 

will attend to the preached word 

when they gather, rather than 

worrying about their safety or 

comfort.  9Your pastors and 

preachers will be free to share the 

word boldly and with the courage 

and energy that preaching takes.  
10Your fellowship will supply for 

the needs of your widows, 

orphans, and poor.  11And the 

Spirit will run free among you, 

doing his exquisite work.  12Only 

be sure that you allow for the 

proper keep of your 

administrators, too.  13The worker 

is worth the wage, even when the 

work is humble and easy to 

overlook when the Spirit runs so 

boldly and free.  14Would your 

ministries be so effective without 

these humble gifts? 

Handling the Collection 

3 Your treatment of the 

Lord’s receipts must be especially 

sound.  2Those who collect the 

tithes and offerings must not show 

even a hint of dishonesty or self-

interest, lest you discourage those 

who give.  3Giving draws one 

closer to God, in trust and 

reliance.  4Those who discourage 

giving, by dishonesty, sloth, or 

carelessness, impede spiritual 

growth and slow the fellowship’s 

maturity.  5To handle the 

collection, choose from among 

you those who are not in need 

themselves, so that their need may 

not tempt them.  6Let no person be 

tempted more than the person can 

bear.  7Better to avoid all 

temptation than to tire from 

resisting.  8Have two handle the 

collection always, that one may 

avert the temptation of the other.  
9The devil works in darkness, but 

the Lord works in light. 

10Do nothing before 

estimating its cost.  11The foolish 

leader rushes into battle without 

counting the enemy’s troops.  
12The foolish builder sets the 

foundation for a palace before 

counting the timbers for the walls 

and roof.  13If you rush forward 
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without considering the cost, then 

you may leave your creditors 

unpaid.  14No one who cannot pay 

just debts honors the Lord.  15Rush 

to pay what you owe, to everyone 

who extends you credit.  16Who 

knows but that they may forgive 

your remaining debt?  17So it goes 

with the Lord, that he honors 

those who look out for his desires 

and quickly seek his forgiveness.  
18Ensure that the church lives 

within its means, just as you live 

within your means, so that others 

look on it with respect.  19The 

world watches how the church 

conducts its worldly affairs.  20Do 

nothing to dishonor the church 

before the world, even though the 

world does not judge the church.   

Church Growth 

4 Apply these guides equally 

to your large and small churches.  
2The small church should handle 

its collection and conduct its 

affairs with the integrity of the 

large church.  3The Lord honors 

those who handle little wisely, 

giving them more.  4The Lord may 

see your righteousness and call 

more members to your small 

church, giving you more to 

handle.  5The large church should 

manage its affairs as if it were a 

humble small church, with the 

same care and modesty.  6The 

Lord honors the humble, 

compounding their reward, though 

they already have much.  7When 

the body grows fat and sleek, 

luxuriating and arrogant in its 

plenty, its leaders throw caution to 

the wind.  8Many who enjoy swift 

growth in their ministries lose 

sight of the Lord who supplied it.  
9They come to an equally swift 

end. 

10When a body grows large, it 

should plant and support smaller 

bodies, rather than hoarding its 

excess.  11How is Christ’s body to 

grow, if the rich do not share their 

excess?  12Do not leave the new 

body to struggle and languish, but 

instead reach out to it in 

generosity as if it were your own 

member.  13Do not be proud for 

having a large church, nor be 

discouraged for having a small 

church.  14The size of the body 

does not matter to the Lord.  15All 

are equally precious.  16If your 

church is large, then consider its 

parts to be smaller churches, each 

of equal value to the large.  17The 

large should serve the small 

church, not the small the large.  
18The world requires the weak to 

serve the powerful, but the Lord 

works in better ways. 

New Members in the Body 

5 Treat the new member in 

the body with special sensitivity.  
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2When a mother brings forth a 

new babe, she does not leave the 

infant to fend alone.  3Rather, she 

treats it tenderly, nurturing its 

needs until grown.  4Do likewise 

with those who are guests within 

your fellowship, who do not yet 

know the Lord.  5They are hearing 

the word from you and will soon 

give their lives to Christ, if Satan 

does not snatch them away, and 

you continue to show them the 

Lord’s love.  6You would not 

expect a dinner guest to bring and 

prepare the food, nor to clean up 

after the banquet.  7Treat those 

who are new to your fellowship as 

you would a dignified guest, for 

indeed they are most precious to 

the Lord. 

8The Lord’s new followers 

need much prayer and instruction.  
9They must come to trust the word 

before they will accept its 

authority, to become the Lord’s 

disciples.  10You must handle the 

word carefully around them.  
11Show them by example that 

when you treat God’s word 

properly, the word blesses, guides, 

protects, and comforts.  12Do not 

treat new followers as inferior to 

any other member of the Lord’s 

body.  13Recall that the last is first 

and first last in God’s kingdom.  
14And do not show favoritism to 

any member of the body just 

because of their talents or 

treasures.  15The Lord may 

measure your fellowship by how 

it treats its least member, rather 

than its greatest member.  16Even 

your own members watch how 

your churches treat the widow, 

orphan, and poor.  17Give your 

least members the places of honor 

and their due recognition.  18Your 

greater members know how to 

take care of themselves and have 

the means to do so. 

6 I wish to travel again 

through your beautiful lands, not 

just the way that many crisscross 

your state, but to tarry, sharing the 

Lord with you.  2Our greatest 

pleasure when we gather is to 

share rich stories of his works of 

grace.  3We could watch the sun 

set across your golden plains, 

while speaking of the Spirit’s 

swift movement, like an eagle 

ready to rescue its young.  4We 

could roam your gentle hills, 

taking shade among their dotted 

trees, to sit and rest in the Spirit’s 

presence, bringing the Lord’s sure 

peace.  5We would pray for the 

lost people of your lands, both 

native and immigrant, who must 

seek the Lord.  6And we would 

pursue those lost together with 

you, wherever we found them.  
7For that is our desire, that is our 
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mission, to bring glory to the Lord 

through his people. 

8The elders here pray that this 

correspondence answers your 

query.  9They ask that you read it 

in the spirit conveyed, with love 

for you as our brothers and sisters 

in Christ.  10We do not stand 

above anyone but rather stand 

beneath all, ready to serve and 

support all, out of the Lord’s 

unending supply.  11We ask 

nothing of you in return but that 

you would pray for our children, 

especially for those who have left 

us for other lands without taking 

with them the Lord.  12Pray that 

they may return to us in 

fellowship, or if not return, then 

find fellowship where they go.  
13The Lord welcomes all comers 

wherever they find him, near or 

far.  14The Lord is never far, 

though we are sometimes so.  
15Draw near to him, as we draw 

near.  16We send you the Lord’s 

love, in his Spirit.  Amen. 
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To our beloved fellowship of 

brothers and sisters in Christ, 

at westward trail’s end.  2Our 

visits to you are far too few, when 

if we were frequent visitors, then 

we might encourage one another 

so heartily in the faith, sharing the 

wonders of life in Jesus Christ.  
3For he is our joy and elation, our 

great comfort and ready reprieve.  
4Because of his grace, through 

which we receive our precious 

salvation, we have no burden that 

we cannot bear.  5You happily 

endure your rains, while we 

happily endure our winter winds, 

confident in the relief of our 

coming kingdom.   

6And he bears our sin, 

granting us pardon from the 

greatest burden of all.  7The great 

burden that his rescue removed 

for us each, is the sting, weight, 

and stain of our guilty 

consciences.  8For no person, no 

matter how good of character and 

conduct, is without corruption, as 

the sure, obvious, and irresistible 

decline of body and mind prove.  
9Sin’s corruption leads to death 

for each one of us.  10But thank 

God for his mercy, that we live in 

Jesus Christ.  11He has rescued 

from death those who hold onto 

him, as surely as death had held 

onto us all.  12Make your election 

sure by confessing again the 

glory, in resurrection, of Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

Agents of Life 

2 We hear with concern of 

your region’s willingness to 

hasten the death of persons among 

you, who no longer wish to live.  
2Do your physicians truly give 

lethal concoctions to your 

hopeless, so that they may die at 

their own hand?  3Have your 

elders considered and spoken on 

this matter?  4Has your fellowship 

1 
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heard the Spirit speak and taken 

his stand? 

5We grieve with you that the 

world contains so much suffering, 

some Satan’s work, other the 

consequence of fallen creation, 

still more at the hand of man.  6All 

grief and dying ushers from man’s 

fall into sin and its ensuing 

corruptions.  7If the earth was 

once again God’s paradise, then 

death and dying would disappear.  
8God’s presence admits no 

corruption.  9God, though, has 

withdrawn to a distance, leaving 

earth the devil’s workshop rather 

than God’s paradise.   

10This confidence, though, is 

precisely a witness’s grace point.  
11Somewhere in each person’s 

suffering lies the realization that 

God desires and intends better for 

man.  12We all desire to escape 

from pain, dying, indignity, and 

death, every one of us.  13And yet 

our true escape does not come 

from hastening that decay and 

death that we intend to rightly 

reject.  14We are agents of life, not 

death. 

3 Thus, this hastening death 

we should firmly reject, as firmly 

as we seek to rescue the dying, 

first from suffering and then from 

death.  2The Lord Jesus brought 

miracle healing to many, as the 

Lord and his agents, the doctors, 

prayer warriors, and others who 

intercede for the hopeless, 

continue to do today.  3So pray 

instead that God heals the 

hopeless who seek death.  4And 

while praying, seek for the 

hopeless the care of agents whom 

God may wish to employ.  5Who 

knows but that the hopeless will 

suddenly find hope through your 

prayers and the efforts of God’s 

healing agents.  6Your actions are 

the way of life, while those who 

hasten death follow the way of 

death.  7You follow the light, and 

you bring the Lord’s light where 

you go.  8Do not pursue darkness 

and death, or you will bring death 

where you go. 

9Even those whom Jesus 

healed by instant miracle later 

died their own natural death.  
10Thus even while we pray for 

healing and call upon God’s 

healing agents to provide care for 

the hopeless, we must also pray 

and witness for life over death.  
11Every day that a hopeless person 

breathes another breath is a day 

that the person might, with prayer 

and witness, turn from death to 

eternal life.  12Stand as light in the 

darkness.  Give the hopeless your 

care and love, while speaking to 

them of the life of Christ.  13This 

witness is our precious labor of 
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love, for we alone want all to live 

eternal life.  14Those who hasten 

death with no concern for eternity 

are agents of death, not life.  15Are 

our healing arts today, the many 

ways in which we might comfort 

the afflicted, so much less 

effective than formerly, that we 

must cast them aside to favor 

death? 

The Dignity of Life 

4 What is this confusion that 

we hear that to die is dignity and 

to live indignity?  2What dignity 

can a person possibly find in 

death, especially to have died at 

one’s own hand, the greatest 

indignity?  3And how can life be 

indignity, when all of us struggle, 

often mightily?  4The shame is not 

to struggle, even to die, but 

instead to relinquish hope and 

faith in the course of struggle.  
5Struggle in the face of death is far 

from easy, which is why we must 

care for and encourage the dying 

to hold onto hope and faith rather 

than hasten their death.  6Where is 

your caring ministry?  Do we no 

longer visit the sick and dying, 

strengthening their faith? 

7Dignity lies not in capacity 

but in hope and faith.  8One does 

not lose one’s dignity when one 

loses one’s competence, 

continence, or gait.  9The chained 

apostle, starving in his own pool 

of prison waste, has more dignity 

in his faith testimony than a 

thousand primped princes 

enjoying their endless luxuries.  
10God makes each of us unique, in 

his own image, not an image that 

humans impose.  11The person 

whom humans would regard as 

the most malformed and 

physically deficient is a perfect 

child in God’s eyes.  12So, too, are 

the hopeless, still God’s children, 

whom he made in his image, to 

live as they are, with our care, 

until God takes them home in the 

glory of their own Christ witness.  
13In every person, strong or weak, 

young or old, living or dying, the 

dignity of life begins the journey 

to the glory of salvation. 

Holding Fast to Ministry 

5 These life issues are 

weighty but due concerns, from 

which the Lord’s fellowship does 

not turn.  2The church is the soul’s 

hospital, not just to the lost but 

also to the hopeless, not just to the 

living but to the dying.  3Continue 

your ministry to the living and 

dying, that all may live in Christ.  
4We know that you will hold fast 

to your productive labors because 

you know the Lord and all who he 

is.  5Any who meet the Lord as he 

is, as you have done, remain 

steadfast in his service.  6We 
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rejoice to do the Lord’s work, 

whether among the hopeless or 

poor, or within the fellowship.  
7How great being in the Lord’s 

service is, and how we are eager 

to do more. 

8What other need, then, do 

you have from us, that we may 

support and encourage you?  9Put 

aside all disputing over matters of 

death, intemperance, rioting, and 

other issues that trouble your 

region.  10Speak boldly and 

clearly, in the Spirit, on all 

weighty matters, not in argument 

but so that others may hear the 

truth.  11And do the Lord’s work 

in all other respects, too, caring 

for the sick and elderly, feeding 

and sheltering the poor, and 

welcoming the immigrant.  12You 

are priests and pastors with us in 

the royal ministry of Christ.  

Amen. 

 



Letters to America’s Churches 

 

  191 

 

 

 

 
Pennsylvanians 

 
 

 

To the churches of the 

nation’s original 

commonwealth, we bid you 

greetings in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who was and is and 

always will be.  Amen. 

A Pilgrim People 

2Your forebears navigated the 

shoals of national independence, 

signing the nation’s declaration 

and standing tall in the nation’s 

defense, pilgrims of the faith.  
3You are the stock of a people 

who fled spiritual slavery, 

oppression of their chosen form of 

deep Christian faith, much like the 

Israelites fled Egypt to worship 

our God, protected by Passover 

blood, signifying the blood of 

Christ.  4Your ancestors came to 

these shores seeking the liberty to 

worship in the manner that the 

Spirit instructed them, free from 

tyrannical restraint.   

5You are the descendants of 

those who stood for the most 

fundamental of liberties, which is 

the freedom to choose and pursue 

the one true God.  6You keep the 

flame of a holy passion that 

propelled your ancestors across an 

ocean, to carve out a living and 

establish a community of faith in 

wild and hostile woods.   

Spiritual Temperature 

7What is your passion now?  

Do you stand for the One whom 

your ancestors worshiped and 

pursued?  8Our Lord exhorted an 

ancient church that its people 

should be either hot or cold, that 

he would reject the lukewarm.  
9What is your temperature for the 

Lord?  Have you fed the flame of 

your holy passion?   

10We hear no news of 

dynamic growth in your churches, 

rushing movements of the all-

powerful Spirit.  Have we simply 

1 
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lost touch with you?  11Are your 

faith fellowships pulsing with 

God’s heart for the lost and poor, 

but we have just missed your 

exciting news?   

12I do not write to condemn 

you because we may simply be 

uninformed as to your labors in 

God’s harvest field, and because I 

do not in any case judge.  13The 

Lord judges.  Examine your hearts 

and consciences, to share news 

with us of your victories and your 

needs.  14We wish to support you 

in prayer at least and in other 

ways if you have the need and 

God gives us the means.   

15Blame us for not knowing 

the vitality of your witness, for 

not knowing how we can 

celebrate with you or how we can 

help.  16Only, give us some good 

news, or give us any news at all.  
17And if the Lord has instead led 

you to a rich place of quiet and 

solitude, as may well be the case 

from your heritage of peace, then 

know that we respect your 

spiritual circumstance.  18Keep to 

yourselves, close to the Lord, only 

still let us know that you do so, so 

that we, too, can rest assured of 

your continuing faith, lest our 

prayers go to waste. 

The Age’s Corruption 

2 We blame you not for your 

disappearance from the public’s 

eye, your community of faith, 

because the age is indeed one of 

hiding in the Lord, seeking 

solitude, and withdrawing from 

the world to protect faith’s 

remnant.  2The world rises in its 

hubris, mocking God, showering 

the people of God with invective 

formerly reserved for the criminal, 

diseased, and outcast.  3In your 

rulers’ eyes, today’s lepers are 

those who cling to God and his 

word, who follow the morals and 

customs of what is now a bygone 

age, which your rulers under their 

own standards pronounce to be 

vile.  4Their idol is power, and the 

word of God gives them no pause 

in pursuing it. 

5They sacrifice their children 

in the fire of their imaginations, to 

promote their libertine lifestyle.  
6They poison their bodies with 

mind-altering substances and, in 

doing so, make war zones of the 

poor nations that cultivate and 

export those substances to feed 

their endless passions.  7Those 

poor nations traffic women and 

children to further feed their 

corruptions, sustaining vast 

criminal enterprises that would 

shame Satan if he had a 

conscience.   
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8What has become of your 

once-moral nation?  9Who is its 

god if not the one true God on 

whom your ancestors openly 

founded it?  10We see why you 

have fallen silent, to protect 

yourself from public and private 

attack, and why you have 

withdrawn, to look the other way 

from all that goes on around you. 

A Witness’s Response 

11But is that the response that 

our God requires of us?  12Are we 

not to be the light of every age 

and people, not just times that 

respect us and peoples who 

welcome our message?  13We 

need not cast pearls before those 

who trample them, and we should 

not draw the Spirit into common 

and corrupt compulsions.  14Yet 

Christ’s commission came with no 

promise of the gospel’s warm 

reception.  15His age crucified 

Christ, and other ages have since 

made martyrs of many, into and 

doubtless through this age.   

16So, peaceful brothers and 

sisters, you who have taken vows 

not to do battle against others, do 

not pick up the weapons of war.  

Keep your vows.  17But unsheathe 

the spiritual sword of the Spirit so 

that God’s word may do its quick 

and cutting work.  18As the Spirit 

divides bone from marrow, he 

does not harm but instead does 

good.  19Every cut is to trim truth 

into its proper form, cutting away 

deception, to divide what is 

common from what is holy, and to 

reveal the God within whom gross 

things, that the Spirit cuts away, 

until then conceal from your 

perception.   

20If you will but take up the 

Spirit’s sword, spreading Christ’s 

gospel message as life-saving 

salve to the nation’s mortal 

wounds, then we will join you.  
21Indeed, we already speak openly 

this gospel message, the word of 

eternal salvation, just as in this 

letter, which we encourage you to 

read in your churches and share 

where you think it may work 

some good.  22For while we are 

innocent, we are not naïve.  We 

were once of the world and so still 

know much of its shrewd ways.  
23We deal astutely with the world, 

even though we are no longer of 

the world. 

Equality in God 

3 Are your churches united in 

God’s work as they should be?  

Do your Eastern city fellowships 

converse with your faith 

communities in your Western hill 

towns?  2Though your vocations 

and pastimes may differ, you are 

all the same stock, as adopted 

children of God.  3Don’t look 
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down on one another, as if one 

saint could be better than another, 

because God took in each of you 

under the same blood.   

4Christ paid the same ransom 

for each of you, and each ransom 

cost him his life, given once for 

all.  5Your price was the same as 

the prices on the heads of your 

brothers and sisters.  6Your sin 

brought the same guilt, and your 

redemption came at the same cost.  
7God regards you each as equals, 

lost without his Son’s redemptive 

work but saved on account of his 

Son’s full blood.  8Your Good 

Shepherd ran after every sheep, 

leaving the hundred for the one.   

Strengthening the Body 

9Therefore, unite in your 

harvest labors, unite.  10Where 

your one fellowship is weak, let 

your other churches make that 

fellowship strong.  11Do not 

hesitate to ask another fellowship 

for their support because in doing 

so you give them opportunity for 

the Lord’s kingdom reward.  Ask, 

and you may well receive.  
12Where your fellowship is 

already strong, share liberally 

with the weak.  13Do not make 

your weaker brothers and sisters 

ask but instead anticipate and 

fulfill their needs.  14Then, God 

will credit your generosity as 

joyful rather than grudging and 

will reward you accordingly. 

15The ways of God are not 

mysterious in these things.  16He 

makes his desires known, that you 

build up his Son’s body, the 

church, even as you care for your 

vocations and homes.  17To build 

up the body is to care for its 

weaker parts out of the strong, just 

as the husband uses his strength to 

care for his wife, while the wife 

uses her intelligence to care for 

her husband, or 18they may have 

opposite or different gifts, no 

matter, for we care for one 

another in the body just as we do 

in the home.  19Indeed, one 

member may have all the gifts and 

another member none, but we 

value one another equally and so 

use what we have, to provide for 

all.  20Leave none alone but 

instead strengthen the body in all 

its members.   

Preaching God’s Word 

4 You will remember, but in 

our younger days, didn’t we visit 

you when we were passing 

through your land on our way to 

preach the gospel in the 

Northeast?  2Didn’t we share with 

you the rich fruit that the Spirit 

had shown us from God’s word, 

satisfying your hunger to know 

the Lord?  3Though the flesh 
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rejects it, God’s word never fails 

to feed the spirit.  4We sent our 

preachers to you as they traveled 

to lands beyond, and they did as 

the Lord commands, giving to you 

generously from the riches of 

what they had.  5For preaching is 

our privilege, and hearing the 

word is our strength. 

6We remember that you took 

us into your houses, fed us and 

sheltered us, even as our word 

from God fed and protected you.  
7How joyous were those times of 

sharing material provision for 

spiritual riches.  8We know who 

had the better end of the bargain, 

though who counts when the 

exchange is from God?  9What 

counts is that we shared the divine 

exchange, making the holy from 

the common, as only God and his 

word can accomplish. 

10Did our preaching count for 

something among you?  11Can you 

see in your children’s faith what 

grew from the seed that we 

planted, though not us but the 

Spirit from God?  12We desire to 

foster many spiritual children, 

who are children of God, for in a 

single generation a nation loses or 

gains its faith.  13Let our 

generation be one for gain, not 

loss, though God keeps his own 

ledger.  14We toil in his garden 

that it would be so because we 

know that he grants due reward.  
15The labors are indeed their own 

reward, to work for the good 

Master.  Do everything as if for 

the Lord. 

Concluding Exhortations 

16Keep your highways straight 

and clear, that we may pass by 

again and in doing so tarry with 

you awhile, renewing one 

another’s confidence, refreshing 

one another’s faith.  17As the 

nation transits your land, try again 

to keep your way in due course, 

which is the Lord’s way, the 

narrow rather than the broad path.  
18Don’t travel with those who go 

the broad path to destruction but 

keep instead the company of those 

who follow the Lord’s way.  
19Speak boldly for the faith.  We 

miss your steady voice among the 

strong winds of change. 

20The Spirit bids you joy and 

peace.  Courage, my brothers and 

sisters.  21Let your voice be clear.  

Let others hear again.  Amen. 
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Rhode Islanders 

 
 

 

Our fellowship of the nation’s 

great lakes remembers you 

and greets you, our eastern ocean 

neighbors.  2May you find shelter 

in the Lord Jesus Christ when 

your seas roar and boats pitch, for 

he calms your seas with just a 

word.  3Keep his Spirit in your 

boat, the church, to navigate every 

shoal and survive every storm.  

Storms come, seas pitch, and 

people fear, but the Lord remains 

in control.  3God, not the storm, 

holds your destiny.  God, not your 

oar, is your strength.  The Lord’s 

peace and grace be with you.  

Amen. 

Remember Your Faith 

4We enjoin you, our dear 

brothers and sisters in the Lord 

Christ, to remember your faith, as 

we, too, strive against many 

challenges to hold dear our own 

faith, which we share so gladly in 

common with you.  5We worship 

one God, obey one Lord, and rely 

on one Savior who is Jesus Christ.   

6We remember the day that 

the Spirit struck our conscience 

with our condition, how we 

suddenly knew our deep need for 

more than we could provide 

ourselves.  7We found us ready to 

submit to a greater Master who 

could do for us as we suddenly 

knew that we needed, if we were 

to have any hope.  8We remember 

the day of our confession, when 

we shared what we had so 

recently discovered of our deepest 

need, when the fog of our self-

deception first lifted, and we 

finally saw ourselves and 

encountered others as we should.   

9Our mouths had then 

accomplished what our hearts 

need also then to do, which was to 

realize that Jesus had not only 

rescued us from our condition but 

that, in rising from the dead, he 

1 
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had also given us eternal life.  
10The Spirit soon brought our 

hearts to their senses, in an 

embrace knowing that eternal life 

was more than possible, indeed 

Christ has surely won.  11We 

remember the first moment that 

we had both accepted Christ’s 

blood and drawn from his body, 

when God had saved us from the 

end that every person must face.   

12Do you also remember?  

Have you placed along your path 

the markers that show you clearly 

the long way that you have 

traveled?  13Could you tell us or 

another friend the time and route 

of your journey, so that others 

would draw their encouragement 

from having met another 

journeyer?  14Remember your 

faith, friends, so that you 

complete the one great journey 

you have begun, even as you keep 

the path clear and well-trodden for 

others.  One journeyer affects and 

encourages another. 

Striving in Faith 

15And once you remember, 

then with us, recommit to the 

journey.  16To remember one’s 

journey is not enough when the 

journey is not yet done.  
17Remembrance is necessary, lest 

one forget that one journeys at all, 

but to resume and recommit to the 

journey is also necessary, to 

garner the effort that journeys 

take.  18No journey is without 

effort, as is just as true for your 

journey of faith.  God loves those 

who strive with him in faith.   

2 Your striving, though, need 

not be arduous because Christ 

himself assures us that his burden 

is easy, and his yoke is light.  
2While you may indeed fast and 

pray, and in doing so experience 

some hunger and solitude, God, 

though honoring your devotion, 

requires no pain from you to bring 

you back to him.  3You cannot add 

effort to your salvation that 

Christ’s complete sacrifice has 

already won.   

4God welcomes your striving, 

which when out of devotion 

indeed earns you great heavenly 

reward, but you must make no 

idol of your sacrifice.  5God 

detests both sacrifices and song 

when your purpose is to enlarge 

and honor yourself rather than 

glorify your Lord. 

6Instead, let your close 

relationship with him, abiding in 

his Spirit, while letting his Spirit 

feed and nurture his will in you, 

be both your intention and your 

reward.  7The difference between 

glorifying yourself and glorifying 

the Lord may be a small shift in 

the focus of your relationship, but 
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that small shift makes big 

difference in outcome.  8Your 

character becomes what you 

idolize.  9If you idolize your 

sacrifices, then you will become 

an ascetic, distorted by your 

severe self-discipline, rather than 

rewarded by God.  10You assure 

your salvation with confession 

and belief alone, but you earn 

your reward by honest devotion.   

11Some will enter heaven 

expecting substantial reward for 

their severe self-discipline but 

receive none because of its idol 

object.  12You be one instead who 

enters heaven with rich reward for 

having directed your striving 

toward honest devotion to the 

Lord.  13Nurture his will, not 

yours.  So should be your daily 

recommitment.   

14We leave you, friends from 

our nation’s small island state, in 

peace, for on the horizon surely 

approaches the next storm.  15We 

have seen you weather many 

storms, and so we take the Spirit’s 

full faith that you will withstand 

each one yet to come.  16For that is 

our role in this earthly tempest, to 

stand against the storms, and not 

on our own strength but in the 

Lord’s superior strength.  17Waken 

Christ in the boat, and he will 

calm each of your storms, just as 

we keep his Spirit awake in our 

churches, and he calms our 

storms.   

18The Lord’s peace be with 

your fellowship.  Amen. 
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South Carolinians 

 
 

 

To the Lord God be glory 

forever.  Amen.   

Desiring God 

2All we have is his; all we are 

is from him.  3We relinquish our 

will to him, submitting to his 

sovereign authority, following his 

commands, listening for his 

instruction, 3seeking his desires 

rather than our own, as we yearn 

to discover them.  4We cannot 

desire any greater thing, anything 

more apt to benefit us while also 

to serve others, than to know him 

and obey him.  5For God is love, 

and to love is to obey God, doing 

all that he desires.  6When we 

obey God, we love, and when we 

love, we serve and care for others, 

even as we care for ourselves and 

flourish in consequence.   

7All desiring that is not from 

him and of him and for him is 

from the world, our flesh, tool of 

the deceiver who rules the world 

by tempting our flesh.  8Much as 

we cannot pursue anything greater 

than to know and obey God, we 

cannot pursue anything less than 

to pursue the world through the 

flesh.  9For all that pursuit of the 

world produces, is greater 

unfulfilled desire for things of the 

flesh.  10The worldly pursue ever 

finer delicacies to eat, until they 

gorge themselves on food dusted 

with precious gold, and die doing 

so.  11They pursue ever greater 

sensualities until they know no 

natural limit, trafficking in the 

young, only to kill themselves.   

12Desire godly things, and 

God will lift you out of your mire.  
13Desire things of the world, and 

God will leave you to the filth 

with which you cover yourself.  
14Turn from your sinning ways, as 

you have turned, to face the 

sinless Lord.  15Lift your 

countenance to gaze steadfastly on 

the perfect life of Jesus Christ 

who alone is your relief from sin, 

1 



Letters to America’s Churches 

 

  200 

 

from your perpetual pursuit of the 

flesh.   

Needing Him 

2 I hesitate to speak to you so 

bluntly, lest you believe that I 

think less of you than I think of 

others or myself.  2But no, I say 

the same thing to myself far more 

often than I say it to others 

because I am wretched, pitiful, 

poor, blind, and naked, as the 

Lord himself has said of some of 

us.  3You may, if you wish, think 

more of yourselves, without 

offending me in the least.  4I will 

think less of myself, for I know 

that in confession we find our 

mercy, in acknowledgment we 

find our grace.   

5Oh, what need we have of 

mercy, what need we have of 

grace.  6Do you know how far our 

miry residence is from the holy 

kingdom of God?  7I believe that 

you do know because you have 

made the good confession, that 

you have the same need we have 

of the saving blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  8How wondrous that 

God would elevate our condition 

from common created things to 

divine children in Christ of the 

holy God.  9We should feed off 

that wonder, feed from the body 

and drink of the blood of Jesus 

Christ, 10for in our awe over 

God’s extraordinary love we 

hallow the Father, hallow the Son, 

and welcome the Holy Spirit.   

Effective Witnesses 

11You share this wonder with 

us because you are our brothers 

and sisters in Christ, equally 

assured of his salvation and the 

Father’s eternal life.  12We 

celebrate your witness and urge 

you to press on in the faith, 

renewing your commitment with 

each generation.  13Your 

advantage in doing so is like that 

of the Galilean disciples who 

followed our Lord Jesus Christ, 
14not sophisticates from the 

capitol city, not lured by worldly 

influence, not distorted by 

cultured affectation, but living the 

true and genuine faith. 

15While you embrace clear 

and reliable truth, I do not call you 

simple, do not think you naïve in 

the way that the world does.  
16Look behind vain and 

convoluted philosophies to 

discover their shallow nonsense.  
17One cannot look behind God, 

who has no end of depth.  18God 

reveals unending riches of 

knowledge, limitless facets of 

truth.  19You have learned God’s 

word and embraced his one clear 

truth but, in having done so, are in 

no sense simple, as the world 

believes you.  20You don’t have 
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the world’s shallow beauty but the 

deep beauty of the riches of faith, 

in the image of Christ, who is the 

incarnate God.   

Maturity in Faith 

3 Having God’s wisdom, 

possessed of his precious faith, 

you have rejected the influence of 

the cultured elite; nor have you 

followed the lost cry of the 

frenzied crowd.  2Instead, God’s 

Spirit has preserved you as his 

remnant, peaceful and joyful, 

washed of your common stain and 

free from sin’s rising yeast.  3You 

have wrapped yourself in God’s 

mantle, as the bride and body of 

Christ.  4Your election gives you 

not only a kingdom but a crown, 

which is the glory of Christ 

received from his Father, a glory 

that Christ the Son returned to the 

Father.   

5These truths we shared with 

you, and you shared with us, for 

together we are of the Lord’s 

fellowship, mature and 

complete—not that we have no 

more to grow in the Lord, no more 

to learn.  6We do have more of his 

glorious Spirit to receive, for 

every day he transforms us in ever 

greater degree, bit by bit removing 

wrinkle and blemish, until we bear 

more of his own image.  7To bear 

his image is not to lose but to gain 

our identity, that for which he 

conceived us in the beginning, for 
8he first thought of us before 

knitting each of us together in our 

mother’s womb.  9We are most as 

we should be when we take on his 

image, that for which he made us, 

and least ourselves when we take 

on any other image, especially the 

image with which the spirit of the 

world, the ethos of the day, 

deceives us. 

Eternal Destiny 

10I do not want you to strive to 

be like others but to accept who 

you are, which is a child of the 

holy God, born anew in God’s 

Son Jesus Christ, born not of flesh 

but of the Spirit of God.  11You 

are divine, holy, and pure in your 

forgiven and redeemed condition, 

the condition for which Christ 

paid a ransom with his very life.  
12For you know that you were 

imprisoned, convicted both of the 

deceiver’s false charges and of 

your own mortal sin, 13your 

sentence no less than death, which 

is the sentence of every human, 

formed of the dust of the earth.  
14You know that no ransom less 

than the life of God himself could 

save you, for what can anyone pay 

to give himself eternal life?   

15Only the breath of God 

animates the soul.  16You are not 

the dust of stars but the spirit of 
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the God who made the stars, who 

made the time and space in which 

the stars hang, who is their light, 

and who also made you.  17God 

first breathed his life into you and 

then gave you his Spirit so that 

you might glorify him and live 

with him forever.  18You share our 

eternal destiny to outlive the stars, 

for God has no end, and you are in 

God and God in you when you 

have God’s Spirit.  19You have 

God’s Spirit because you abide in 

God’s Son whom the Father loved 

so much that he let the Son send 

you, whom the Father also loved, 

his own Spirit. 

Glorifying Christ 

4 We trust you with these 

truths because you have steeped 

yourself in the faith that you have 

in Jesus Christ, making yourself 

ready to handle the truth in all 

humility and grace.  2We cannot 

share these truths with the 

immature, whom truth puffs up.  
3They imagine themselves to be 

what they are not, superior to 

others, superior even to God, 4who 

does not, indeed cannot, share his 

sovereignty because to do so 

would make him less than God, 

when no one can diminish him, 

and he cannot diminish himself.   

5Jesus Christ, who was first in 

the Father and of the Father, made 

himself nothing, in the form of a 

despised and convicted man, 

worthy only of death, 6so that God 

could give him life, raise him 

from the dead, seat him on his 

throne, and show him not the 

equal of God but of God, in God, 

and God.  7God does not elevate 

himself because he is already 

God.  8Christ did not lift himself 

up but let the Father raise him 

from the dead and seat him on his 

throne.   

9We glorify Christ because he 

is God.  We do not glorify 

ourselves.  10The honor that we 

have is from God who honors 

those who love his Son Jesus 

Christ.  11If we honored ourselves, 

then God would not honor us.  

God glorifies his Son Jesus Christ 

and honors those who love his 

Son.  12God rejects those who 

reject his Son Jesus Christ.  You 

do not reject Jesus because you 

know that he is from God and is 

God.  13God honors you as he 

honors us because together, we 

are in Jesus Christ.  14We make 

the good confession of faith and, 

in doing so, receive God’s honor 

in all humility, for only God lifts 

us up.  15We do not lift us but lift 

up Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

Savior. 

16Hold these truths until your 

time is complete.  17Your time 
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nears, as our time also nears.  
18God gives you the strength to 

hold fast to him because God does 

not let you go.  19You have no 

need of fearing that you will let go 

of him because he will not let go 

of you.  20Thus, rest in him.  21We 

pray in thanks for your faith.  

Amen. 
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Greetings in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, to the 

fellowship of the northern 

plains, where the nation carved its 

heroes’ visages into your granite 

peaks.  2From your fellow 

brothers and sisters in Christ, of 

the great-lakes fellowship, your 

near neighbors.  3May you have 

our Lord’s mercy and grace in 

abundance and may his peace and 

rest settle on you richly, too.  4For 

he is our glory, his word is our 

truth, and his worship is our joy 

and honor, from now to 

forevermore.  Amen. 

Heroes of the Faith 

5How grandly your lands 

celebrate the nation’s early 

heroes, those men of God, some 

unclear in their confessions, 

whose leadership forged the 

nation’s way through external and 

internal challenge.  6God must 

have been with them, with the 

nation, as each challenge brought 

the nation to its knees in 

repentance, its citizens to their 

knees in prayer.  7Let us make 

clearer to one another that we 

worship none but the Lord God, 

revealed in Jesus Christ, even 

though we carve other faces into 

our mountains.  8But yes, let us 

also celebrate the faith of leaders 

who know God and follow his 

ways to lead us through worldly 

challenges. 

9Indeed, we do not worship 

presidents and kings, or other 

earthly rulers, though our 

obedience to law and rule we do 

owe and acknowledge, instituted 

of God, even if not always godly.  
10We have one devotion, to the 

word of God, which earthly 

leaders may not know or follow, 

1 
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God’s own Son, our Savior.  11Our 

heroes thus are not of this world 

but of God’s kingdom, those 

saints who sought most earnestly 

God’s will, and whom God 

accordingly honored, for God 

shares his honor with those who 

bring him due praise, our greatest 

acclaim.  12And we find many 

such heroes, many of them 

martyrs for the faith, those who 

lost their lives because they 

preferred God’s approval over 

living another day on earth. 

13We celebrate apostles who 

carried the faith to new regions, 

establishing church after church 

among those who never knew the 

faith or had banished it from their 

region.  14We celebrate servants 

who fed and housed the 

desperately poor, healed the 

deadly diseased, and rescued the 

orphan from prostitution.  15We 

celebrate preachers who spread 

the word around the earth before 

millions, shepherding thousands 

of souls to salvation.  16We 

celebrate scholars who revealed 

truths hidden in God’s word for 

ages, feeding the pastorate who 

fed the flock.  17And we celebrate 

quiet saints whose devotion went 

no further than to prepare meals 

and wash clothes for others with 

exuberant joy over life in Christ.   

Grace Apportioned 

2 The common thread among 

those whom we revere, though far 

short of the devotion we hold for 

the Lord himself, is that they each 

knew the grace that the Lord had 

apportioned them.  2No hero other 

than the Lord himself is perfect.  
3But all heroes, to hold to their 

faith in Christ, must have known 

the grace that the Lord held for 

them, imperfect heroes but within 

imperfection’s bounds to hold 

onto Christ.  4They each knew 

where they must stop in pursuing 

their own ends, which is always 

sin outside the will of the Lord, if 

they were to hold onto Christ.  
5The Lord apportions his grace, 

each to that which they need, to 

hold onto him. 

6The Lord also disciplines 

those whom he loves, those whose 

devotion is to him, holding each 

to what the Lord already knows 

that they may rightly owe.  7The 

Lord paid the full debt of each, 

but not to turn any over to their 

own devices, rather to turn all to 

him.  8Salvation is no license to do 

evil, no permission to do as one 

wants, to ignore the commands of 

God.  9The Lord’s salvation is an 

invitation to righteousness, a 

hasting after that which the Lord 

commands, within the gifts and 

capabilities that the person has.  
10He paid the debt to turn us to 
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righteousness, in relationship with 

God, not to turn us loose to do 

evil. 

11Thus welcome your 

discipline, my friends, as hard as 

discipline may seem.  12Harder 

still is not to have the Lord’s 

discipline and to go one’s own 

way to sure death, lost to the Lord 

because out of relationship with 

God, who holds eternity to his 

kingdom.  13Be very glad that God 

apportions his grace to each of us, 

in amounts that we do not know 

and thus must not test, lest we 

make a bad judgment.  14Every 

step toward evil, knowing that 

God commands good, is a most-

hazardous step that one may not 

have the will and desire to retrace 

because one has let go the Lord.  
15Turn now, my friends, if you 

still haste after evil, because you 

have not yet given your heart to 

the Lord. 

The God Whom I Know 

3 Believe when I write you 

here that I know this God of 

whom I write and you think, while 

my hope is that you know him, 

too.  2I know this God because he 

showed me precisely what I need, 

what no one else, no other 

philosophy or religion, had ever 

done or could have done for me.  
3He first showed me how I came 

to be, not as a chance 

accumulation of colliding packets 

of energy, but as his creation, his 

Spirit breathed into me.  4He next 

showed me why I came to be, to 

discover him and the utterly 

forgiving love that he had for 

broken me, so that I could glorify 

him for all whom he is, and so 

that he could in turn, wonder of 

wonders, honor little me.   

5God then showed me how I 

was to be, his moral agent, 

keeping to his word and 

commands, loving others as he 

loves me.  6He finally showed me 

my destiny, not to return to dust 

and ashes, gone, annihilated, not 

just forgotten but never having 

had any meaning, 7but to join him 

in paradise so that I could worship 

him in supreme joy for eternity.  
8And this truth God did not just 

show me from afar, in theory, but 

instead showed me these things in 

intimate events, movements, 

words, and touches so gentle but 

so extraordinary 9as to make 

certain that I knew that he existed 

in exactly the form and nature that 

he said he had, Jesus Christ 

walking the earth in divine 

dignity. 

10Tell me that you know this 

same God, for no other person or 

thing, no other theory or belief, 

will do as he has done for us and 



Letters to America’s Churches 

 

  207 

 

for every other person who trusted 

him.  11We here of the great-lakes 

fellowship need your witness, as 

we know that you need ours, for 

the days grow short and nights 

grow long.  12Write us of how you 

encountered the Lord, how he 

showed himself so gently and 

surely to you, that you may 

become another of our faith 

heroes, your visage etched in 

God’s granite memory.  13Your 

hills will weather, your leaders’ 

carved images fall, but God does 

not forget the names and likeness 

of those who confess his Son.  
14He has carved those names in far 

harder rock, eternal ledger, his 

book of life, in his Son.  Amen. 
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Gratitude for Your Faith 

To our beloved and 

proximate brothers and 

sisters in the faith of Jesus 

Christ, to whom we together owe 

all that we have and ever will 

have, to him be the glory forever. 

2How your faith encourages 

us!  How many times have your 

testimonies, festivals, and musical 

tributes to the one great Lord 

reminded us of how secure a 

settled people can be in their faith, 

against the nation’s contrary tide.  
3You are a belt of faith around the 

nation’s midsection, holding up 

righteousness as the nation’s sole 

hope and cause.  4You are the 

nation’s navel, a reminder of its 

spiritual birth, how God brought it 

forth from the flight of a people 

whose homelands would not let 

them worship as they discerned. 

5Our spirits ache with longing 

to join you in your spiritual 

journey, to urge you on your way 

and to follow your bright but 

narrow path upward toward our 

one Savior Jesus Christ.  6He has a 

throne for you on which to join 

him, the throne of his Father who 

shares it with him to rule 

unchallenged over all.  7Christ 

won that throne for you at greatest 

possible cost, the cost of his life 

and everything else that he 

treasured, wrapped up in intimacy 

with his Father, momentarily lost 

as the sky darkened over his cross.   

8Your ancient hills and 

mountains remind us of the 

mounts on which our Lord taught, 

while your lush green valleys 

remind us of the pastures in which 

our Lord makes us lie down to 

rest.  9Your people wear the light 

and joyful spirits of souls born 

1 
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again, their brightness testifying 

to their eternal kingdom future.  
11You reside in a temperate 

earthly paradise that is 

nonetheless a shadow of your 

future heavenly home, your faith 

adorning you like white vestments 

and gold crowns, further 

encouraging us. 

A Question of Grace 

12The question you recently 

raised came before our council, 

which reached no resolution on 

the matter, leaving me to share 

here that which the Spirit guided 

me to discern.  13I do not speak for 

the council but for me, in the 

name and under the Spirit of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, for the wisdom 

of man is no wisdom at all but 

only foolishness.  14If you find my 

reply wise, then know that you 

have indeed received God’s word, 

not my own, for again, God holds 

all wisdom, though he 

occasionally speaks through man.   

15And God does speak, often, 

richly, and deeply, into human 

souls, if we would but listen to 

him.  16He speaks audibly through 

councils, counselors, and common 

men, in both shouts and whispers, 

and through words formed clearly 

or faintly within you, even 

through subtle leanings, in pauses 

and silences.  17Your ear must be 

for him, your mind stilled, your 

emotions calm but wakened, and 

your spirit striving to listen, that 

you would desire to hear and do 

God’s will.  18He only asks that 

you desire and listen.  Those who 

truly wish to hear, will hear. 

2 Your question is one of the 

Lord’s grace, as he so generously 

but expensively apportions it to 

each of us.  2The brothers and 

sisters to whom your question 

refers must each reckon 

themselves to the Lord, just as we 

also must do.  3If their actions 

have not moved their consciences 

against them, though you 

yourselves admit that they are 

sound and mature in the Lord’s 

teaching, then the Lord may have 

extended them a grace not due us, 

whose consciences such actions 

would sear.   

4Neither you nor I find any 

direct injunction in the Lord’s 

teaching against their actions, 

although we would not so act, as 

the Spirit restrains us.  5They, 

having perceived no similar 

restraint, and having otherwise 

given good cause for their actions 

while mature in the Lord, are 

apparently at liberty to proceed, 
6though they, like us, must count 

the Lord’s grace to be exquisitely 

expensive and thus take no liberty 

for liberty’s sake.   
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7Nor ought we to stand in 

judgment over them, the Lord 

enjoining us against judging 

another when we ought instead to 

judge ourselves, especially when, 

as here, the Spirit has not made 

the Lord’s teaching clear, instead 

only enjoining us without 

instructive word.  8We are thus not 

to proceed, you and I agree, 

although we are likewise not to 

break fellowship with those 

brothers and sisters who have 

discerned otherwise, though we 

still must each go our own way.   

Journeys with the Spirit 

9So journeys are with the 

Lord, sometimes in groups, others 

in tandem, and others with the 

Lord’s Spirit alone.  10We find in 

the scriptures many such 

examples.  11Moses proceeded 

alone from Pharaoh’s house into 

the desert but then returned in 

tandem with his brother Aaron, 

only to lead his people out from 

Egypt again in vast numbers.  12At 

Mount Sinai and other times, he 

proceeded in tandem with Joshua 

or with many elders, and then 

again alone.  13Each time, the 

Spirit led him, sometimes where 

others must not go, and other 

times where others must 

accompany him.  14So we find it 

with the Spirit, as the Lord 

himself instructed Nicodemus, 

moving here and there, where 

others do not know. 

15Let your brothers and sisters 

go, only pray with us for them, 

that they continue to discern the 

Spirit’s intention for them, which 

is always that they walk closer to 

Jesus.  16And if later, you find 

them in sin against the Lord’s 

commands, then you have surely 

already given them what warning 

with which the Spirit equipped 

you, which has been only to 

oppose them but without a word 

of instruction.  17We have done as 

we should both to accept the 

Spirit’s guidance for us while 

respecting that the Spirit will 

guide others differently, each on 

their own journey to the same 

Lord.   

18The important thing is that 

we end up at the same destination 

by the same means, which is the 

only means, always fully under 

the Lord’s grace.  19In that 

conclusion, your departed brothers 

and sisters have agreed with us 

completely, in which case we 

must accept that they remain fully 

in our fellowship, even if we 

cannot accompany them.  20God 

bless and protect them on their 

journey and return them to us 

safely, or return us to them, 

whatever the truth may be.  God 

knows.  Amen.   



Letters to America’s Churches 

 

  211 

 

Know Your Victories 

3 Yet having answered your 

question earnestly, I ask, where 

are your victories?  What new 

triumph in the Spirit can you share 

with us?  2All is not question; all 

is not contention and dispute.  
3Rather, we in the Lord’s 

fellowship find great unity.  
4Indeed, we move together from 

victory to victory, as we should 

learn to mark, profess, and count.  
5So again, tell us here, your 

northern neighbors among the 

nation’s great lakes, of your latest 

midsection battles won, not 

among the earthworks of your 

stony fields, but in the spiritual 

realm. 

6How can we know the Lord 

with the intimacy that we desire, 

without knowing his victories?  
7Christ is victorious, not only on 

his own cross but also on ours.  
8While he bids us carry our 

crosses, as he carried his cross, 

each of us in our own small 

skirmishes, the war on Satan that 

Christ waged, Christ has already 

won.  9He carries our cross with 

us, as unequal oxen yoked, not 

from defeat to defeat but from 

victory to victory.  10You haven’t 

let anything discourage you 

because you have kept your eyes 

on the victories.  11You profess 

not Satan’s attacks but the Lord’s 

parries, thrusts that run the enemy 

through, as the Spirit’s sword 

divides soul from spirit, joint from 

marrow.   

12Every testimony to the 

Lord’s salvation is another 

victory.  13Every standing apart 

from the condemning crowd, to 

stand among the few for God, is 

another victory.  14Every rising in 

spirit when the body falls is 

another victory.  Every lifting of 

the eyes to the pure and 

admirable, when temptations 

come, is another victory.  15You 

have passed through the crowd, 

risen in spirit under stricken body, 

and lifted eyes to the Lord, piling 

up your victories.  16You have no 

need of keeping score other than 

to know that your side has won, 

your enemy defeated forever.  
17Rejoice to competition’s end, 

rejoice.  18Finish the race, to hear 

your Savior declare your victory.   

Secure in the Lord 

4 Are you not in the Lord’s 

embrace?  Does he not hold you 

in the palm of his majestic hand?  

Has not God sheltered you under 

his wing?  2Your light step is not 

from your physical exercise, not 

from your careful diet, not from 

your fading youth or the hardy 

stock of your forefathers.  3God 

has lifted you, reassured you, 
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heartened you with his saving 

grace, and turned your face 

skyward, giving you the confident 

visage of an emperor, a king.  
4Your gaze is far off, as mature 

and secure persons gaze, eyes 

searching the horizon for your 

coming Lord, who is as sure to 

return as the sun is to rise 

tomorrow.   

5Your security in the Lord is 

why you smile and laugh with joy, 

under his generous provision, and 

why you cry and mourn with 

longing, when he withdraws his 

provision from one place to send 

you to a richer place.  6Your 

security in the Lord is also why 

you strive for greater things, 

because you know that he rewards 

you eternally, a hundredfold, 

when you seek and do his will.  
7Your security in the Lord is also 

why you grieve over lesser things 

that distract you from the good 

works that the Lord prepared in 

advance for you to do. 

8You love God, when to do as 

the Lord commands is to love 

him.  9You care about those whom 

you meet, as you care for yourself, 

because you love God, doing as 

the Lord commands.  10You live 

your life within God’s kingdom, 

under his authority and rule, 

receiving his word and reward, 

even as you live in the world, not 

of the world but only in the world 

to be a witness to the world of 

God’s love.   

11These reasons are why we 

embrace you as brothers and 

sisters in the Lord, why we draw 

nourishment from your own faith, 

even as you draw encouragement 

from ours.  12We think often of the 

grand old place where your 

singers and musicians have long 

gathered to celebrate the Lord’s 

goodness, to encourage others 

along the upward path.  13We 

remember with you your country 

heroes’ hard but rich and joyful 

lives, as they pass from this world 

into their own, into the arms of the 

Lord whom they love, Son of the 

God of the living. 

Examine Yourself in the Lord 

14Yet during these glad 

tidings, should we have anything 

against you, anything about which 

to caution or instruct you, to 

ensure that you walk in the narrow 

way of the Lord?  15The discipline 

of a friend is worth far more than 

the kisses of an enemy, which is 

why I wish that this letter had 

some such gift to bear for you.  
16Others think my letters too hard 

and demanding, when instead, 

love is all we have for one 

another.  17But you have given me 

no cause to remonstrate with you, 

nothing on which to guide or 
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correct you—not that you are 

without defect, for none but the 

Lord may justly claim to be 

without sin.   

5 So I only demand of you 

that you continue to examine 

yourself, if I have any right to 

make any such demand.  2Look 

less at your neighbor and more at 

yourself, for those defects to 

correct, as the Spirit reveals them 

to you.  3For the Spirit guides you 

from all sin into righteousness, 

and we must hear the Spirit and 

turn from sin if we are to live in 

the Spirit, joyously in the 

kingdom of God.  4No one who 

continues in sin, knowing of its 

stain but disregarding its 

consequence, is from God.  
5Though they do not admit it, they 

have put aside God’s holiness to 

pursue the flesh, from which no 

good can come. 

6Instead, examine yourself in 

the Lord so that you may see what 

the Lord approves and 

disapproves, and that you may 

pursue the holy while putting off 

the common.  7Make your 

churches stronger and 

relationships purer, ceasing any 

practice that does not reflect the 

Lord’s holiness, that does not 

show you consistent in all that you 

do.  8Let your mouth say nothing 

but what the Lord approves, 

encouraging one another, building 

one another up rather than tearing 

each other down and sowing seeds 

of dissension.  9Instruct one 

another in the way of the Lord; 

preach, teach, and instruct.  

Always seek to bring yourself 

closer to the Lord through your 

words and actions, as he always 

seeks to draw you closer to him. 

Parting Comments 

10This assurance I give you: 

the Lord’s bounty is not thin in 

the way of man’s bounty.  The 

Lord’s arm is not short in the way 

of man’s arm.  The Lord’s power 

is not weak in the way of man’s 

power.  11You do not know with 

whom you contend if you intend 

to contend with the Lord, for no 

one prevails over the Lord.  12Do 

all things as if for the Lord 

because in fact you do serve only 

the Lord, even when you appear 

as if you are serving men.  13Do 

all things with the passion that the 

Lord had for you.  Startle others 

with your vitality and verve, 

which are of the Lord.   

14And if you do as the Lord 

desires and commands, then your 

light will continue to increase, 

until you shine like the stars in 

heaven.  15You already shine to 

us, though you are not our nearest 

neighbor.  We see your luster 

from a distance, hoping to see you 
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up close someday.  16That 

closeness, that proximity, is our 

wish with you, that we would be 

true brothers and sisters in the 

Lord.  17We call you brothers and 

sisters because that is how our 

spirits feel about you, as if we had 

known you all our lives.  18And 

we do know you because we are 

one body in the Lord, working 

together to do as the Lord wills, 

which is to bring more into the 

body to live with him forever.  

Amen. 
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Christ Before All 

You, my friends from afar, 

know who this Lord whom 

we worship is.  2You know 

that he came before and will be 

after all that exists.  3Christ Jesus 

was with the Father and the Father 

with him when the Father made 

everything through him, including 

time and eternity, light and 

darkness, sea and land, plant and 

animal, 4man in his image, and 

woman from man.   

5Nothing was before Christ 

Jesus, who is the I am, the ground 

of being.  6None created the Son, 

who was instead with the Father 

before the Father created 

everything through him.  7Father 

and Son were together as one, the 

Spirit dwelling in both, three in 

one, as the same water in different 

circumstances can be liquid, solid, 

or vapor, 8same in substance, 

unchangeable, different only in 

form.   

9Because God was before all 

things and made all things, he is 

sovereign, governed only by his 

own authority, purpose, and rule.  
10None have power over God 

except that he grants them so, as 

he briefly granted men power to 

do as they wished with his own 

Son before he restored his Son as 

Savior.   

11God is indeed consistent, 

unchangeable, meaning that he is 

trustworthy, reliable, and sound, 

never whimsical or capricious.  
12God also reveals himself in his 

Son, making God one whom you 

can know and thus should know, 

through his Spirit whom his Son 

sent to you. 

13God shows himself as author 

of life, above all but not distant, 

maker and keeper of promises, 

unerring judge of celestial beings 

and of humankind.  14Yet he is 

also merciful, forgiving, and kind, 

filled with loving grace, as his 

1 
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Son, who has his Father’s 

fullness, showed.  15He is your 

healing.  He is your defender and 

avenger.  He refines and provides. 

Our Only Need 

16We have no other need than 

to know and obey God because he 

holds all that we need, our 

complete provision now and 

inheritance later.  17To love is to 

obey him.  To do good is to serve 

him.  To worship is to honor him.  
18To submit to him is to set 

oneself free from all enslaving 

and destructive things.   

19Either God rules the soul, or 

the world rules the soul.  The 

world is a hard master, 20for all 

things material return to that from 

which they came.  Dust you were, 

and to dust you will return, 
21unless the Spirit of God through 

Jesus Christ transforms your 

lowly body into the spiritual.  
22The world does not rule the 

Spirit.  The things of God are his, 

not the world’s things.  23And he 

has given you entry into his 

spiritual realm through the 

sacrifice and resurrection of his 

Son.  You were once unfit for 

God’s realm but are now fit in the 

life and image of his Son.   

The Good Confession 

2 Your confession is your 

entry into God’s spiritual realm, 

his kingdom where all have 

confessed and are under his 

eternal authority.  2Your 

confession is of Jesus as Christ 

your Savior.  You have seen and 

spoken your need of him and his 

resurrection, which is all that he 

asks, 3that you confess with your 

mouth and know in your heart that 

his resurrected life is also your life 

again.   

4Christ Jesus rose from his 

grave because he had the Father’s 

Spirit in him, whom the Father 

sent to him.  5You also have the 

Father’s Spirit in you because 

Christ Jesus sent the Spirit to you, 

when you confessed him.  6We 

thank God for your confession!  

We thank God that you have 

joined the fellowship of believers.   

7The Spirit softened your hard 

hearts as he softened our own, just 

when the Word of God would 

penetrate them.  8We are lost 

without the Word of God, who is 

the Father’s Son.  How else would 

we know that we are spiritual 

beings but for the Word of God?  
9What other way do we have to 

the Father, who created us for 

him, than the one way through his 

Son that he so mercifully made for 

us?  10The Father desires our 

worship. 
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11Share this word with one 

another.  Encourage one another 

in the faith.  12And carry God’s 

word to those who do not hear it.  

Speak near and far of God’s great 

love.   

God Judges All 

13God judges not because he is 

some hard tyrant.  No, God’s 

Spirit convicts you of your sin 

because God wants you holy, 

wants you near him.  14He judges 

out of his merciful love, his desire 

that you be near him and with 

him, rather than as some mistake 

him to be, glad to condemn.   

15Because God is holy, he 

cannot have you near him when 

you are corrupt.  Do not blame 

him for his holiness or for your 

corruption.  16You do not want a 

corrupt god, who would be no god 

at all, but the one true and pure 

God.  17And now, you are holy 

because God is holy, and you are 

children of God, heirs to his 

promise in Christ Jesus.   

18Act like the children who 

you are, worthy of the Father’s 

love because you accept the 

Father’s discipline.  19Those who 

reject the Father’s discipline reject 

the Son and cannot be children of 

God.  20But you accept the Son 

and so are under the Father’s 

discipline and are the Father’s 

children, children of God.  21Oh, 

what an inheritance you will 

receive as his children!  The 

Father gives many gifts. 

Boldness Reaps Harvest 

3 I hear again of your great 

courage, your boldness in sharing 

the gospel, how you encourage so 

many.  2Good for you and others 

that you do not fear to speak the 

Lord’s true word, to tell the good 

news of Christ Jesus!  3Your 

independence, your refusal to 

follow the national tide and your 

firmness in preserving your own 

heritage, serves you well in 

sharing the gospel.  4Through you 

the Spirit saves many lives from 

bitter end, while you store up your 

own generous reward where no 

one can steal.   

5Keep reaping the harvest 

with boldness and courage—a 

crop that, you should remember, 

others planted and tilled at great 

cost.  6Your faith did not grow in 

your hard, sunbaked soil.  7Others 

carried it to you as precious cargo, 

guarded with their lives, and then 

nurtured it so that you might 

partake of it, too.   

Caution Against Pride 

8We celebrate your bold faith 

and pray that we had more of it, 

but we retract from your pride.  
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9You are not the Spirit’s source, 

and neither is your Southern soil.   

10You receive the Spirit in 

your good confession, just like 

everyone else does.  You know, 

just as we do, that 11pride is the 

devil’s tool, one that the prince of 

this world wields with awful 

effect against those who harbor it.  
12Better that you be humble like 

Moses, whom God twice elevated, 

once from the water and once 

from the desert.  13God loves and 

elevates the humble but despises 

and lowers the proud.   

14Your pride leads you to see 

things as bigger than they are.  

You even claim them so!  15And 

your pride-weened grandiosity 

makes things bigger than they 

should be.  16But shouldn’t the 

large serve the small?  Christ 

would have us go after one when 

we already had a hundred.  17And 

don’t the mighty come to naught, 

while God raises leaders like 

Gideon out of hiding in a 

winepress?   

18Be careful that your pride 

doesn’t lead you to seeking 

power, the common and corrupt 

power of this earth rather than the 

Spirit’s power.  19We hear that 

you compete beyond your borders 

to govern earth’s kingdoms, when 

God instead made you a ruler and 

authority in his realm.   

20Watch that you don’t misuse 

his precious Holy Spirit.  God 

does not bless the common plans 

of man.  21Already others from 

afar fill your cities with their 

godless commerce and 

entertainments, turning your 

hearts from the deep roots of faith 

on which you had long drawn.   

22Turn back to those roots, to 

the Vine of which you are the 

branches, so that you may once 

again bear fruit.  23We drank your 

good wine of faith joyfully.  Bring 

in another harvest of the good 

fruit.  24The Lord has many 

vineyards, each bearing its own 

fruit.  25Bring forth again your 

deep flavors of faith, redolent of 

your expansive blue skies and 

hard red soils.  26We rejoice in the 

exchange of our faith, nurtured in 

rolling sand dunes along our 

lakeshores, for yours, knowing 

that 27we all share one faith, one 

God, one Lord. 

Mourning in Fellowship 

4 Satan will make nothing of 

the mass murder of your southern 

spring fellowship, as hard as we 

bear that loss with you.  2Through 

our tears, we can still say that all 

his deadly attack accomplished is 

to show how deeply you love one 

another in the Lord and how 

deeply we love you.  3As our Lord 
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said, the gates of hell cannot resist 

the church.  4Making martyrs of 

our brothers and sisters, even as 

they worship, once again proves 

that Christ has defeated the evil 

one forever.  We still mourn. 

5Tell Toliver and Samantha 

and their household that we 

received and distributed their gift.  
6God will remember their 

generosity and remember even 

more their faith.  7Because they 

continued their difficult work in 

darkest times, they now have 

substantial means to share with 

the poor, as God warrants.  8May 

their generosity turn hearts to the 

Lord, for he is our maker, 

provider, and finisher of our faith.  
9Praise God for your families of 

faith.  10As the church is Christ’s 

bride, bringing forth many of his 

spiritual children, so are your 

families bringing forth their 

spiritual fruit in Christ.  11We are 

all God’s spiritual children, 

brothers and sisters of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, with whom we 

inherit the riches of God’s 

kingdom.   

Further Exhortations 

5 Encourage Robert and 

Elizabeth for their hard work.  2To 

us it appears that none among you 

toils as consistently and 

effectively as they do, although 

only the Lord knows.  3No one 

who permits life’s pleasures, or 

life’s worries, to distract from the 

good work is worthy of God’s 

kingdom.  4Pour yourselves into 

his kingdom work, and he will 

pour out his blessings on you.  
5We know you for your hard and 

effective work.  Your reputation 

precedes you, one that you have 

duly earned.   

6May God continue to open 

doors for you.  7Just watch that 

you do not open doors to the 

devil’s minions as you go about 

your good work.  8Stand a 

watchman at the door, and when 

the watchman sees the devil 

approach, close the door and 

sound the alarm.  9You are not as 

watchful as you are bold, when 

you need both.   

10To the bold go the spoils, 

but to the watchful goes 

righteousness, when righteousness 

serves you better.  11Value 

intimacy with the Lord above all 

things, even his willing spoils.  
12The giver is greater than the gift.  

Value your Giver above the gifts.  
13You are the earth’s salt because 

you are close to the Lord.  Don’t 

lose your saltiness.  Stay close to 

the Lord.  14What good are you to 

him if you do not bear his image?  
15We become like the company 

that we keep.  16Keep the Lord’s 
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company, and you will be like 

him.  He gives no greater gift.  
17Because you are his children, 

you share his divinity, 

supernatural, beyond what you 

touch and see, and eternally his. 

God’s Kingdom 

6 Although his creation 

reveals him, God is beyond what 

you touch and see, just as his 

kingdom, authority, and rule are 

beyond your earthly realm.  2His 

realm doesn’t have the brokenness 

that you sense, the disorder and 

death that you see.  3God is 

unapproachable light and 

unquenchable life.  His realm has 

no darkness or death in it.  4God’s 

kingdom has no grief or 

mourning, no fear or shame, no 

confusion or pain.   

5God’s kingdom is both here, 

around and inside you, and 

coming as a descending city.  
6When God’s kingdom arrives, the 

earth will have disappeared, 

consumed in the fire of his Spirit.  
7The Son of man, astride the earth, 

will have roared, and his angels 

will have reaped a souls’ harvest.  
8The saints will have preached the 

gospel openly to the ends of the 

earth so that all will have known 

the Son’s glory, though not all 

will have chosen his life.  9His 

utterly sacrificial offer, costing 

him everything, including his 

intimacy with his Father, will 

have finally revealed the 

stubbornness of the human soul.   

10But you and the other saints 

whom you supply and encourage 

will join the Son on his return, 

along with millions of others who 

cheer the Lamb who was worthy 

to take the scroll.  11Your names 

he has written on the scroll, in his 

book of life, names that you do 

not yet know but that he gave to 

you as your heavenly identity.  
12The Son does not lose those 

whose names his Father has 

written on the scroll, even though 

Satan attacks you.  13The Father 

has promised the Son that you are 

his, chosen in him before he made 

the world.   

Trust God’s Promise 

14Only you must go on 

trusting that you are his, relying 

not on your faith but on the 

unshakeable love of Father and 

Son, and on the Spirit whom the 

Son sent you.  15The Spirit 

protects you.  Listen to him.  He 

speaks to you now, whenever you 

turn to him in earnest.  16He says 

what the Father tells the Son and 

the Son has revealed to you.  
17The Spirit speaks for your 

encouragement, discernment, and 

protection.  Again, I say, listen to 

him.  18He will guide you in all 
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truth even though the deceiver is 

all around you, constantly at work 

against you.   

19Trust these things.  Believe 

these things, which are true.  
20You have heard these things 

from me because the Spirit has 

told me to share them with you.  

21Read this letter in your churches, 

not to discourage but to encourage 

your brothers and sisters, our 

brothers and sisters, in the Lord.  
22You are our brothers and sisters 

forever.  Nothing will separate 

you from us, just as nothing will 

separate you from the Lord.  

Amen. 
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To the fellowship of the 

mountain plains, from your 

Midwest brothers and sisters, 

whose ancestors remained behind 

when your ancestors traveled 

west.  2The Lord Jesus Christ is 

with you, keeping you, preparing 

you for that coming day of his 

return, when all will see him as he 

is.  3We look forward to that day 

with you, with greatest longing, 

our hope not only of our own 

redemption but the redemption of 

the world.  4In that day, God will 

remake all things as they should 

have been, divine, worthy of his 

presence, eternal.  5And we will 

be with him, as we should be 

because he made us for him.  

Amen. 

Scripture Alone 

6We hear that many of your 

fellowship continue to adhere to 

tenets of a supposed special 

revelation given to one of your 

ancestors when making your 

westward trek.  7Tell us: do those 

remain in fellowship with us, or 

have they so far departed from the 

faith that we can no longer count 

them as brothers and sisters?  
8This question weighs on us, as, 

like our Lord, we wish not to lose 

so few as a single brother or sister 

to false doctrine or deception.  9So 

tell us: what is this special 

revelation’s nature, and does it 

purport to alter the fundamentals 

of the faith that God gave us so 

long ago? 

10No one can add anything to 

God’s word, nor take anything 

away, as the Lord himself said.  
11Yet we hear that these among 

you follow another book given to 

your leading ancestor, as if God’s 

word to them about our Lord.  12If 

indeed God’s own word, then this 

additional book might purport to 

add to or take away from what we 

know God’s word is, when no 

new writing can do so.  13So tell 

us again: are we your brothers and 

1 
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sisters in fellowship, or do some 

among you worship another god, 

when we have only one God in 

Jesus Christ?   

14We do not wish to dispute 

inconsequential points of doctrine 

with anyone, especially you, our 

beloved brothers and sisters in 

Christ.  15The elders here only 

mean to give the greatest caution 

against altering God’s word, no 

matter from whom or where the 

invitation comes.  16Who has 

found the scriptures alone to be 

insufficient, after they have 

proven so trustworthy for so long?  
17What did any of us lack in God’s 

revelation of his Son Jesus Christ, 

that we must accept more, even if 

the ones offering the more claim it 

to be from angels?  18Let us stick 

to scripture alone as we have long 

known it, resisting its adornment 

and rejecting all addition or 

subtraction.   

Unity in the Body 

2 We say so not to trouble 

you or discourage your ardor for 

the Lord, which we greatly value 

and respect, but because we 

eagerly desire unity in the body of 

Christ.  2How do God and his 

church benefit when the world 

sees us as divided over points of 

doctrine, forming many sects, 

each claiming superior favor?  

3God plays no favorites.  He has 

one truth, and we have one word 

in one Lord who has given us one 

Spirit for one church.   

4Do not misunderstand this 

word to you.  The elders here have 

no criticism of your worship, 

service, and customs, as you 

choose to constitute your local 

fellowship, and instead much 

appreciation for all that you do.  
5We each mind our own business 

on matters of style and taste, on 

things that bear no eternal 

significance.  6Our elders’ concern 

is instead over whether we might 

lose some of your number as 

brothers and sisters in the true 

faith, the one faith that depends on 

the grace of Jesus Christ.   

7We know nothing of this 

other book, but let it not dissuade 

anyone that Christ came from God 

as his only Son to live a perfect 

life, die your redemptive death, 

and rise again to sit on his 

Father’s throne, giving you eternal 

life.  8Let no one lose their own 

life believing anything different, 

certainly not believing anything 

less of Jesus Christ, because of 

this other book.  9Salvation is not 

in any other belief, practice, or 

work than true confession of 

Christ, knowing that he rose again 

to eternal life.  10God has not 

raised up any new prophet to 



Letters to America’s Churches 

 

  224 

 

diminish these inalterable truths.  
11Unite again with us, confirming 

your commitment that God’s word 

remains so. 

Peculiar Deceptions 

12These indeed are the 

deceptions against which to guard 

yourselves, that anyone would 

claim to be a new prophet of new 

revelations of God’s redemption 

plan, other than the one that the 

scriptures themselves disclose.  
13Be on guard against charismatic 

individuals who use claims of 

special revelation to elevate 

themselves in power and 

influence.  14God uses his word, 

spoken through the humble, to 

save others, not the words of the 

charismatic to increase their own 

influence.  15Follow humble 

leaders who point you to God, not 

arrogant leaders who point you to 

themselves. 

16Guard yourself, too, against 

those who use extravagant 

ceremony, dress, and staging to 

gain their own notoriety, rather 

than modesty to direct worship 

toward God.  17Especially be on 

guard against totemic revelations, 

giving specific objects or animals 

supposed spiritual significance.  
18God’s revelation is of the person 

Jesus Christ, God in human form, 

not of artifacts having magical 

powers.  19Use your minds and 

senses to distinguish authentic 

worship of God from artful 

manipulation, but above all, heed 

God’s Spirit who warns against 

such deceptions. 

3 We want you spiritual and 

fully committed to life in God, as 

we strive to be, welcoming his 

grace as sufficient.  2We just don’t 

want to lose you to strange or 

subtle deceptions.  3Your one way 

to God and eternal life is in the 

extraordinary good news of Jesus 

Christ, just as the scriptures say.  
4We must live by his words and 

his way, as he and his disciples 

told and showed us, not by the 

words and ways of others.  5Trust, 

respect, and support your leaders 

when they share those words and 

point you to God, not when they 

profess supposed special 

revelations that lead you away 

from God. 

Encouragement in the Faith 

6Otherwise, what joy you 

bring us in the abundant evidences 

of your strong faith, how you 

desire righteousness, how you 

show love to win sinners, and how 

you pursue the lost.  7This work in 

which we share is what God asks 

of you, once you have found and 

accepted his grace in Christ, that 

you nurture your new relationship 

with him while turning to help 
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others lost.  8You work diligently 

to make your city on a hill a 

relative beacon of peace and light, 

even though we know that the 

New Jerusalem to come is our 

only true hope of a fully redeemed 

residence on earth.  9In your 

families and faith, you so 

evidently take seriously your one 

opportunity to do as God desires, 

while residing here on earth, 

recognizing him in all things, as 

he asks us to do. 

10Fitting, then, that you live 

under bright skies along a great 

salt lake, in that God tells us to be 

salt and light for others.  11We 

should flavor our conversations 

with the savor of Christ’s love, so 

that others can hear how delicious 

life in him is.  12We should shine 

his light, the power of his word, 

into dark places, so that others can 

see what they need and walk 

without fear.  13You have been salt 

and light for many, not only of 

your own fellowship but across an 

increasingly flavorless and dark 

nation.  14Now, remain so, while 

the nation most needs salt and 

light, most needs the witness of 

those who adore and follow the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

No Retiring Faith 

15Has the nation tired of its 

grip on its founding faith, that 

which gave its heralded governing 

values and principles?  16Do the 

nation’s rulers now feel that they 

can simply let go their faith grip, 

to hold instead to powerless 

principles?  17Though its people 

and institutions may mature, a 

nation cannot retire its godly faith 

without losing the power of its 

principles.  18God authors all 

authority, some delegated, other 

not.  19Though a government 

rightly holds worship free of 

restriction, citizens including their 

governors must still worship 

something, whether articulated or 

not. 

4 A people cannot put off 

their faith without adopting some 

other belief.  2Convictions arise 

and justify, whether the people 

draw them from the devil, 

themselves, or God.  3Let go God, 

and a people unmoor themselves 

to become subject to all kinds of 

mischievous rationalizations.  4Let 

go God, and everything is 

suddenly up for debate, a society 

unglued, a nation cast off and 

adrift on a fiery lake.  5No matter 

what wearies a people, what 

burdens a nation, on one thing a 

people and nation must hold their 

grip if they are to prevail, which is 

faith in Jesus Christ.   

6You have not let go your 

grip.  Your fellowship is not 

unmoored and adrift.  7Though 
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you may face serious deceptions, 

as we all do, you have held fast to 

God’s truth, revealed in the Savior 

Jesus Christ.  8That truth is that 

although you were as good as 

dead in your earthly corruption, 

sure to die and pass from the earth 

like a cloud’s wisp, you heard the 

free offer of Jesus’s grace.  9You 

learned of a man born of the Spirit 

who held miraculous power of 

wine over water, calm over storm, 

food over hunger, and life over 

death.  10You heard that though he 

had all heaven’s armies at his 

disposal, he submitted to man’s 

tortuous death so that he could 

rise again in your redemption. 

11You have held fast to this 

one Son of Man, who freed you 

not just from sin’s grip but from 

sin’s wage and consequence, 

death.  12Now, continue to hold 

fast through the present darkness, 

to the end.  12Foster your 

fellowship not around totems and 

fables but around God’s true 

words of faith, found in our 

trusted scriptures, so long tested 

and approved.  13Shepherd your 

flock like the Good Shepherd, 

with your hearts, minds, and souls 

committed to guarding the sheep 

pen against the wolves’ deceptive 

attacks.  14Take joy in your 

families, while keeping your 

families centered on their Savior 

Jesus Christ.   

15You have fought a good 

fight of faith, carrying your 

witness across the nation’s plains 

and mountains to your city on a 

hill, from which your light 

continues to shine.  16Make it a 

pure light.  Keep your witness one 

of Jesus Christ, God in Christ.  
17And urge us to do the same as 

your brothers and sisters in Christ.  
18Hold to the fellowship.  Uphold 

the cause of faith.  19And may the 

peace of God be with you from 

now until the end.  Amen. 
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From your dear brother in the 

fellowship of the great lakes, 

your relative flatlander, to 

our small and hardy fellowship 

among the northeast mountains, 

you who draw sustenance from 

maple trees.  2Greetings in the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

One who was, is, and is to come, 

in whom we place all trust and 

who is our salvation.  Amen. 

Matters of Doctrine 

3We hold together to the 

sound doctrine that our Lord gave 

us, confirmed by his Spirit, that 

Father and Son were together 

before creation, outside and above 

time and place, prepared to bring 

all into existence, 4Father, Son, 

and Spirit, one in three and three 

in one, God over all, the one true 

and holy God.  5The Father 

created everything through and for 

the Son, to honor the Son who 

would honor the Father.  6Man 

was among all that the Father 

made, and from man woman 

made, too, everything good in all 

creation.  Accept this reminder of 

our sound doctrine. 

7God made man to work and 

enjoy God’s paradise garden in 

perfect unity with God, 

withholding from man only the 

one fruit of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil, 

which God alone was to sovereign 

determine.  8Yet God’s fallen 

angel Satan lurked in serpent form 

in God’s garden, ready to test the 

free will of man to rebel against 

God as Satan had first done in 

falling.  9Woman then having 

come from man, Satan seduced 

woman who seduced man to 

disobey God, the consequence of 

which separated man and woman 

from God, man to till the soil in 

trouble, and woman to painfully 

bring fallen children into the 

world.  To this truth we hold. 

1 
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10Yet God had already 

planned to restore to him the one 

whom he had made in his image 

and the other whom he had 

brought out from man, though 

restoration would cost God his 

Son.  11God called a people out of 

man’s broken world, a people 

whom he would call Israel for 

their struggle, to prepare his Son’s 

way into the world so that the 

world would know God’s 

inestimable mercy and grace.  
12To this stubborn people Israel, 

God sent his Son through a virgin, 

to walk among men, as God had 

walked with Adam and Eve in the 

paradise garden Eden.  This truth 

we profess. 

13Though God’s Son taught 

with authority, healed all sickness, 

raised the dead back to life, 

calmed the storm with a word, 

walked on water, and fed 

thousands out of nothing, Israel 

rejected the Son, crucifying him 

as if God’s impostor.  14This 

sacrifice, though seeming the 

devil’s work, was God’s original 

plan to restore humankind to him, 

to save the race from its deadly 

corruption.  15For God had sent his 

Son into the world not to judge 

the world but to save the world 

through him, to restore 

humankind to God.  This 

revelation we embrace. 

16And so God lifted his Son 

from among the dead, restoring to 

the Son eternal life, so that the 

Son would walk for a time again 

among men until ascending to the 

Father’s right hand.  17The Son 

then sent God’s Spirit to remind 

those who trusted the Son that if 

they also believed that the Son 

had risen, as he in fact did, then 

they, too, would rise after death, 

to eternal life in Christ Jesus.  
18Many did believe, many more 

outside of God’s chosen people 

Israel than among those people, 

for God intended to save the 

whole world.  19This doctrine we 

accept as reliable and trustworthy, 

witnessed throughout the ages, 

unchangeable, our one salvation.   

Supplementary Teaching 

2 From this one truth, 

revealing the condition of God’s 

universe in which we reside, and 

truth on which all else depends, 

we draw other guiding doctrine.  
2God intended our fellowship in 

Christ to be his one body, the 

church, made of many equal 

members, each having its own 

respected function.  3The church is 

to gather the fellowship in holy 

communion, eating his body 
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through the breaking of bread, and 

drinking his blood through the 

pouring out of wine, to remind 

one another of his sacrifice.  4In 

the Spirit’s presence, and under 

his influence, the church is to 

foster the confession of sin and 

promote the embrace of Christ’s 

resurrection, as the foundation for 

salvation.   

5This gospel you are to carry 

around the world because Jesus 

Christ gave his disciples the great 

commission to go to all people, 

races, and nations with his joyful 

word.  6You are to enter each 

town, looking for a home to 

accept you and a people to hear 

and embrace the good news.  
7When you find people who 

accept your word, then dwell 

among them, teaching and 

exhorting in all good conscience 

as the Spirit guides you.  8Accept 

what they offer for your keep, but 

do not be a burden to anyone and 

instead provide for yourself when 

you are able. 

9When a people reject you, 

harass you, and say all kinds of 

evil about you because of your 

word, then shake the dust off your 

feet and move to another town.  
10Do not cast your pearls before 

those who will trample and 

destroy them, and destroy you 

with them, but leave those people 

for another people who will 

accept your word.  11You will 

have done as you should in either 

case.  12You are not responsible 

for whether people accept or reject 

God’s word, if you present God’s 

word to them accurately and 

consistently, in all earnest. 

13Your hometown may be 

your witness field, or you may 

instead travel far in search of 

other fields.  14But know that your 

harvest will be rich because the 

Spirit goes before you to prepare 

the hearts of those who will hear.  
15All who receive the Spirit 

receive the Son Jesus Christ, and 

all who receive the Son receive 

the Father.  16All who receive the 

Father will join him in heaven 

when the Son returns for those 

whom the Father gave him.   

Guidance on Difficult Matters 

17While you know these 

fundamentals of your faith, and 

hardly need this reminder, you 

also face close questions that 

threaten to divide you.  18Do not 

let those questions divide you 

because the Lord commands unity 

in your fellowship and belief.  19I 

offer you this guidance to keep 

unity among you, not to divide 

you.  Turn to what you know if 

instead this guidance threatens to 
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divide you.  20The Lord knows all 

things.  He shares only what we 

need to know.  21If his Spirit does 

not lead you through these other 

things, then you are wise to ignore 

them to return to what you do 

know.  22The one who lets 

questions, the answers of which 

he is ignorant, undermine his 

faith, is a fool rather than a wise 

one, when the Spirit grants 

wisdom.  23They do not have 

God’s Spirit but instead let the 

enemy entertain them.  24They 

will suffer the fate of fools, and so 

ignore their disputing. 

3 Some claim that death 

brings the soul’s annihilation, and 

that we live for the Lord only 

when we live, and then we die 

unto eternity.  2This teaching is 

false, of the devil, who bids you to 

just such destruction.  3The Lord 

said that he would rise, and he did 

rise, as proof of what he said you 

were to believe.  4The Lord also 

said that you will rise with him, 

and he gave life to the dead to 

prove his power to lift you from 

the grave, too.  4Believe as he 

said, for what he said is true, and 

on this question your salvation 

depends.   

5Other questions with which 

others trouble you, you need not 

address to confirm your salvation 

but may wish to answer to correct 

those who raise them.  6Some 

claim that death brings 

annihilation to those who do not 

trust the Lord, and that when they 

die, they die unto eternity, even if 

you, the follower of Jesus Christ, 

live to eternity.  7Our Lord himself 

spoke of the suffering of the 

damned and gave the rich man 

Lazarus as an example.  8Do not 

think that those who reject the Son 

will have it so easy as to pass into 

nothingness, though nothingness 

must be its own hell.  9But don’t 

let the question unduly concern 

you because you are among the 

saved.  10Simply ensure that those 

who pose the question are also 

among the saved, and you will 

have done your duty in answering 

them.   

Knowing God 

11Some claim that no one can 

know God and that thus all beliefs 

in gods of any kind are equally 

valid or invalid.  12Those who so 

profess, sometimes claim to 

respect all beliefs but at other 

times show that they respect no 

beliefs, especially belief in the one 

God whose Son would save them.  
13You know better that you see 

God, both evidence of his design 

and of his character, in all he 

made.  14You know God through 
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his Son, who lived among 

humankind that you would see 

God when seeing him.  15He 

taught you of his Father, showed 

that he came from the Father, and 

returned to the Father after his 

Father gave him life again, so that 

he could return to take you with 

him.   

16Some say that the Lord has 

already returned, the wars and 

rumors of wars, the earthquakes, 

and other signs having already 

come, and that those who remain 

will not be with him.  17He has 

certainly not yet returned, for 

what did the Lord say before he 

ascended but that all peoples on 

earth would see him return on the 

clouds of heaven.  18You will 

know when he returns, although 

you will not know in advance, the 

day and hour of his return.  19Do 

not listen to those who say they 

know because they do not know 

but claim to know for their own 

gain.  20Concern yourself not with 

the day and hour but that you are 

always ready, the Spirit in you 

and you in the Spirit.  21Then you 

will ascend again with him, as he 

promised, to the place that he has 

prepared for you for all eternity. 

Common Error 

4 Many people mistake that 

God has a standard for good that 

one must meet to be with him, 

concluding either that they already 

meet God’s standard or will never 

be able to do so.  2God indeed has 

a salvation standard, but that 

standard is not a human standard, 

for no human could possibly reach 

God, no matter how hard on their 

own that they tried.  3God’s 

standard is that you acknowledge 

your need for his Son’s sacrifice, 

a standard the hard part of which 

his Son has already satisfied for 

you.  4Have you ever thanked 

another for doing something that 

you were going to do and needed 

to do but would have had a very 

hard time doing?  5Thank God: 

Jesus did your work; you have 

only now to acknowledge that he 

has done so.   

6Many believe that to love 

someone is to feel sentimental 

about them, that they naturally 

draw your interest and sympathies 

to them.  7They then love others 

and love God only as long as they 

feel good while doing so, while 

absent good feeling, they stop 

loving.  8God is indeed worthy of 

our love, and we find ourselves 

drawn to God, but still, the source 

of our love for God is not in our 

good feelings for him.  9We love 
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God because God first loved us, 

even before our birth, giving his 

Son for us.  10God is love, and to 

love God is to obey God in loving 

as he loves, which is to love 

others as ourselves, in service and 

sacrifice.  11Love involves 

obedience, service, and sacrifice, 

drawn from knowing that God 

loves, not simply sentimental 

feelings.   

Need for Instruction 

12Other common errors 

abound, for many lack 

understanding, and more fall to 

deception.  13Satan likes nothing 

more than to twist the word of 

God, to draw the naive into 

falsehood, so that they 

misunderstand and mistrust God.  
14Whether long-time followers or 

recent converts, we have much to 

teach one another, much to learn 

from God’s Spirit, so that we 

stand on his solid ground.  15That 

need to learn God’s will and 

character is why we do not stop, 

and instead we continue, 

gathering together to preach, 

teach, and study God’s word.   

16A little misunderstanding 

works its way through a simple 

mind, like yeast spreads through 

the bread, until spoiling the whole 

loaf.  17Where you see 

misunderstanding, correct it 

swiftly and firmly, even if gently 

so that you do not discourage your 

hearers.  18Answer questions 

clearly and authoritatively, when 

the Spirit gives you the right 

words.  19Do not let your friends 

and flock fall prey to error.  

Correct, rebuke, and instruct as 

each has need.  20Sound doctrine 

means far more than being able to 

impress others with your 

knowledge.  When it comes to the 

word of God, sound doctrine 

means life or death. 

Faith Community 

5 We have much more to 

share with one another, especially 

of this sound doctrine that we 

cherish as from the Lord.  
2Encourage us by affirming our 

knowledge of the Lord’s will, of 

his word and character.  3Tell us 

what you believe, so that we may 

accept it as the Spirit’s utterance, 

or the Spirit may tell us to 

interpret it back to you in ways 

that make your understanding 

firmer and clearer.  4This patient 

and happy exchange is what 

people of the Lord constantly do, 

and each should practice and 

value it.  5How else do people 

form their community and 

practice their beliefs than to speak 

of what they share and cherish?   
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6And on this point, we must 

agree that we do not merely form 

community in the way that the 

world defines community, as any 

could practice it.  7Rather, our 

community is God’s kingdom, a 

real place, not simply imaginary, 

and a true destination, not just 

another station along the way.  8In 

saying so, in believing that God’s 

community of faith is both 

different and essential, we do not 

merely mistake ourselves as 

superior to others, as many think 

themselves superior, even as they 

rush to their destruction, or as 

others believe that we feel 

ourselves to be superior.  9Rather, 

we know that we have the same 

fallen character as anyone, even 

those who most vigorously oppose 

us and who call us fools.   

10Precisely so: our difference 

is not in our character but in our 

confession of need.  11No one can 

correctly call the authentic 

Christian arrogant and self-

righteous, and none can rightly 

call real Christian community to 

be a collection of folks who think 

that they are better than others.  

12Faith in Christ demonstrates the 

opposite, that believers know that 

they have the strongest possible 

need for the greatest possible 

Savior.  13The true character of 

Christian community is self-

effacing, humble, and outward 

reaching to others who share the 

same need, though they do not 

realize it.   

14I have so much more to 

write in rejoice of our shared 

faith, our bedrock reliance on the 

history-shattering fact of God’s 

own sacrifice.  15But I am afraid 

that I have already wearied you 

with things that you so far know 

and hold dear.  16Please just know 

that you cannot weary me with 

your profession of faith.  17Write, 

at whatever length you please, of 

your abundant knowledge of the 

way, truth, and life of the one God 

and one Lord Jesus Christ, in 

whom we celebrate our common 

salvation.  18I must go now, for the 

winds blow hard, and I do not 

know which way they shall carry 

me.  19You have my love, but so 

much more, you have the love of 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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To you, our brothers and 

sisters in the one faith, you 

who are descendants of the 

nation’s first settlers who came 

from across the great expanse to 

establish a profitable colony.  2We 

from the fellowship of the great 

lakes embrace you in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, praying for your 

healing and peace.  3He is the one 

Lord, incarnation of the one 

Creator, who made all things and 

then through his Son Jesus entered 

what he made.  4This Jesus, God 

named Savior, sending him to 

rescue us from our very grave, 

this hope for eternity.  5We hold 

this hope alive in our breasts 

because God made us for eternity, 

gave us knowledge of the beyond, 

and gave us a desire to be with 

him, the Supreme One, forever.  

Amen. 

On Families 

6We are indeed your brothers 

and sisters in the Lord’s family, 

made so by the same sacrifice of 

our one brother Jesus Christ, who 

by God’s will gave his life as 

God’s Son, to redeem us, so that 

God the Father could adopt us as 

his own.  7We the church, are also 

the bride of Christ, who washed 

the church with his blood so that 

he could present her to himself as 

radiant, without stain, wrinkle, or 

blemish.  8God made man, from 

whom God made woman, the two 

for one another, man to wash his 

bride with the word, and woman 

to love her husband, reflecting 

Christ’s love for his bride and 

body, the church. 

9Let God dwell richly in your 

families, with Christ the 

household’s head, and every 

member saved by Christ’s grace 

and subject to God’s beneficent 

will.  10Fathers, bring up your 

children in the Lord, instructing 

them by your own confession and 

modeling for them devotion to the 

faith.  11Do not embarrass or 

1 
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discourage your children, giving 

them cause to doubt the Lord’s 

love, but let them see the Lord’s 

love in you.  12Let them hear 

God’s truth, that they may 

remember your instruction when 

they have left your household, and 

that they may carry the faith.  
13You do nothing better for your 

children than to give them Jesus 

Christ. 

14Husbands, love your wife, 

serving, protecting, and caring for 

her as you would she who is most 

dear, indeed with greater regard 

than you have for yourself.  
15Wives, treat your husband with 

respect, that he may love and 

serve you better than you deserve.  
16The bond of husband and wife is 

the security of their children, until 

the children learn that their 

security is in the Lord. 

Resurrected Life 

2 For indeed, all security is in 

the resurrected Lord.  2You have 

no hope beyond the hope of 

resurrection.  3Listen to a mystery 

in the Lord, one that he hides from 

any whom the Lord has not saved 

because they reject his salvation, 

while we consider this 

resurrection.  4The Lord died but 

then lived again.  5He did not die 

but then live the same life, half 

dead and half living.  6The Lord 

rose to a resurrected life, one that 

was no longer subject to death but 

was instead indestructible.   

7Resurrected life is life 

without end, lasting to eternity, 

without the specter of death, 

without fear of end.  8When the 

dead Lord rose indestructible to 

show himself so to the disciples, 

who had seen him die and buried 

him dead, he set the disciples on 

fire, 9as you who truly believe in 

the Lord’s resurrection are on fire, 

knowing that nothing is the same 

again.  10Resurrected life cannot 

include pain or imperfection, 

mourning or despair, each of 

which indicate corruption, death, 

and end.  11Resurrected life is life 

of divine power, full, boundless 

because in the Lord’s own 

presence and without end. 

12And so, in sight of 

resurrection, our fellowship lives 

with the hope and joy of 

resurrection, with power to 

overcome all circumstance, 

reaching for salvation without 

end.  13We share this resurrection 

hope with you and every other 

member of Christ’s body, 

believing deep in our hearts that 

we stand to live without end.  
14Do you take such heart with us, 

drawing on the Lord’s power, 

emboldened by his strength, 

which is resurrected power?  15We 
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know that you do so live, when 

we hear of the boldness and 

constancy of your faith, a 

boldness that comes only with the 

Spirit’s power feeding your faith. 

The Nature of Faith 

3 This faith, born from the 

power of the Spirit, isn’t mere 

conviction, mere self-esteem, 

simple disregard of stubborn facts.  
2This faith is instead accepting 

facts, including stubborn miracle 

after miracle, especially the final 

miracle that the One whom men 

murdered was no longer dead.  
3This faith is putting aside 

stubborn philosophies that refuse 

to yield to what eyes saw and ears 

heard, and to what witnesses gave 

their lives to attest.  4This faith is 

trusting the very reason that God 

gave us, to study the 

unprecedented record that he 

made.   

5The world rests on faith, 

relies on faith, requires faith in its 

every account, every particular, 

every transaction.  6And yet when 

the question comes to who gave 

humans reason and then gave 

them exquisite reason for faith, 

the world denies faith.  7In so 

doing, the world denies its own 

Creator, indeed denies its own 

creation.  8The faithless then 

construct out of their imaginations 

a world of their own that has no 

reason. 

9But we, together with you, 

are people of the faith, the Lord’s 

faith, the faith of the Creator who 

made both the people of faith and 

the faithless.  10We take the world 

as it appears, including with its 

startling but incontestable central 

fact, that the Creator entered his 

creation to walk on his water, 

multiply his food, and walk from 

man’s grave.  11And with that final 

walk, Jesus Christ took humans 

who place their faith in him, out 

of their graves, to walk 

resurrected with him.   

12This is faith, that Jesus rose 

from the dead and in doing so 

took all who rely on his 

resurrection with him.  13This is 

faith, that you share your 

discovery with everyone whom 

you can reach before joining us in 

walking with Jesus into his 

kingdom forever.  14This is faith, 

that you know that God’s Spirit 

inhabits you and that you thus live 

in God as his adopted child, 

inheriting his kingdom forever.  
15And this is faith, that you hold 

onto the things that you know, to 

the point of giving your life away, 

when deceivers attack you with 

falsehoods.   

Liberation from Bondage 
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4 You again are descendants 

of the nation’s first settlers from 

across the vast expanse, seeking a 

profitable colony.  2Your 

ancestors made such a colony, 

profitable for a time on a deadly 

tobacco crop raised by slaves your 

ancestors stole from across the 

expanse.  3The Lord, though, 

liberated your ancestors and their 

slaves, both from their bondage 

and their guilt for the sins that so 

badly stained them.  4And the 

same Lord has liberated us from 

similar sins that so badly stained 

us.  5We each have similar need of 

the same Lord, needs that we 

recognize with you, establishing 

our joint fellowship. 

6What remains for us, then, is 

to share our faith with those who 

do not yet see their deadly 

condition and so do not yet feel 

the Lord’s need, those who 

believe the devil’s lie that their 

death is inevitable.  7Inevitability 

is deception’s charming knife 

edge, to make what is a choice, 

appear to be a certainty, a 

necessary if feared conclusion.  
8Together, you and we discovered 

in Jesus Christ that we had a 

choice to accept his redemption 

from bondage, to make ourselves 

slaves to his promise so that he 

could free us from everything but 

his own love for us. 

9That bondage to Jesus, we 

gladly accept as liberation from 

everything that would destroy us.  
10We are no longer bound for dust 

but for glory, to honor the holy 

God in his own kingdom, not as 

slaves or prisoners but as children.  
11We embrace our inheritance, 

knowing that God’s unbreakable 

promise ensures it.  12We rejoice 

with you in our mutual destiny, 

the one for which Jesus’s love 

captured us, to free us again in his 

paradise.  13We submit to his will 

and desire, which are the will and 

desire of his Father that all should 

honor him and share in his glory.   

14Embrace your eternal 

destiny, just as you embrace us in 

this mutual journey.  15We pray 

for your protection, that you hold 

fast to your glorious end.  Amen. 
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To the fellowship of the far 

northwest, the contiguous 

nation’s terminus, a people 

who traveled as far west as 

borders permitted them and then 

settled looking farther west across 

the ocean.  2We greet you from a 

great-lakes shore that also looks 

west with no land horizon, so that 

we peer together with you far into 

our common future.  3We know 

what the future holds for both you 

and us because the Lord showed 

us that he is the victor and told us 

that for us he will return.  4We see 

our common future approaching, 

knowing not precisely when 

Christ will again arrive, but 

preparing for that day, which 

surely comes and may come quite 

soon.  5We prepare for Christ’s 

return with you, looking forward 

to that day when we may join you 

in God’s kingdom, our paradise 

home.  Amen. 

On Leaving Behind 

6In your western travels, you 

left behind family, friends, and 

enemies, for a better life that you 

foresaw, as every person has such 

right to claim.  7But didn’t you 

swiftly discover that your best life 

lies not here, not on this side of 

heaven?  8We seek to improve our 

earthly lot, as a show of faith and 

perseverance, for God desires that 

we prosper through his providence 

invoked by our willing hand.  9Yet 

we look with far greater assurance 

well beyond our present 

circumstance, to the time when we 

are in God’s full presence, freed 

of this weary abode for the 

promised land. 

10In leaving behind your 

friends and family, you also 

sought to leave behind your 

customs and concerns, to make a 

fresh start freed of former 

burdens.  11Though many of your 

same concerns followed you, as 

they must until God transforms 

you in full restoration, you 

1 
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succeeded in leaving behind 

certain traditions, in favor of 

adopting new conventions, again 

as anyone has the privilege and 

right.   

12Yet while human 

conventions are for any to either 

follow or eschew, with God’s 

commands we have no such right.  
13Do not believe that when you 

leave behind old customs, you 

may leave behind older 

commands.  14God’s will does not 

reside in human conventions, to 

adopt or cast off like fashionable 

clothing.  15His will for one people 

and one age is his will for another 

people and age, no matter how 

times may appear to change and 

no matter where people may 

migrate.  16God does not rule by 

customs and conventions.  He is 

not a god of changeable 

procedures and protocols.  17While 

his special will for any individual 

may depend on specific 

circumstance, his general edicts 

are without time and place, for our 

good and our obedience, not to 

cast aside as we move about. 

Necessary Immersions 

2 God’s prime concerns, ones 

that we must not abandon no 

matter how far we travel, involve 

certain immersions.  2The Spirit 

first gives us to believe in the 

necessity of salvation through 

Jesus Christ, for no one comes to 

Jesus without the Spirit guiding 

them to him.  3Once believing, a 

person must then submit to a 

disciple’s baptism in water, 

showing sin’s remission, as John 

first baptized, and Jesus’s 

disciples followed.  4God then 

assures our salvation, founded on 

admission of need and built on 

belief in Christ’s resurrection.  
5These fundamentals are not 

customs you can leave behind.  

We trust and pray that you haven’t 

done so and instead remain in our 

sincere fellowship. 

6Yet with salvation assured, a 

third immersion must still occur, 

for a follower to live the powerful 

life that God intended.  7After our 

earnest prayer in true devotion, 

Jesus then baptizes us in the 

Spirit, who is our constant guide, 

comforter, and counselor.  8We 

have available to us, to strengthen 

us in God’s word and inform us in 

our actions, God himself, whom 

the Son sent from the Father.  
9Again, your receiving the Spirit 

is not a matter of local 

convention, nor of times past, but 

instead God’s present and 

universal offer to anyone who has 

accepted the Lord.  10We trust and 

pray again that you have accepted 

the Spirit’s immersion rather than 
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leaving God behind as disposable 

custom.   

11These are our concerns with 

which we mean not to burden but 

to liberate you.  12Some things one 

cannot leave behind without 

giving up matters of God’s 

promises.  13One who leaves God 

behind gets left behind, and not 

just in some things but in all 

things, for God is your one 

provider.  14You took west with 

you the good confession, and you 

took west with you the cleansing 

of your sin and power of the 

Spirit.  15Remember these 

milestones in your faith journey, 

and now, renew your faith.  
16Begin new customs, if you must, 

or simply remember old 

celebrations, to ensure that you do 

not leave behind your one 

salvation that comes only through 

Jesus Christ. 

Eyes on the Lord 

3 Beyond these essentials, we 

do not disturb you, as you gaze 

west across your vast ocean, 

dreaming of things past and 

future, embracing the God who 

fulfills dreams.  2Fix your eyes 

where you expect to find the Lord, 

whether west across the ocean or 

east to your majestic mountain 

ranges.  3We among God’s great 

lakes’ woods and dunes admire 

your much greater ocean, forests, 

and mountains, natural 

inspirations, evidences of God, as 

surely as our own.  4God shows 

himself through his creation, 

whether in mighty trees pointing 

to the highest skies or the 

continual crash of mighty waves 

swept across his vast oceans.   

5When your rains fall, 

watering your lush greenery, 

remember how the Lord causes 

everything to grow, you and your 

children included.  6When your 

mountains erupt in great billows 

of smoke, remember that the Lord 

is sovereign, on his own 

timetable, and all powerful.  7Hold 

fast to your vision of the Lord, 

and he will hold fast to you, the 

God who never lets you go.  8His 

ocean arrested your westward 

track, just as his love, as vast as 

the ocean, must arrest your flight 

from him.  9In him, you have no 

burden to leave behind, no 

necessary flight to make from 

anything, unless you insist on 

leaving behind your paradise 

home.   

10We fix our eyes on the same 

Lord with you, joining you in 

everlasting fellowship.  11Though 

we, too, once went west from the 

eastern shores on which our 

ancestors landed, we did not take 

further flight with you, when a 
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great lake arrested us at its shore.  
12We settled here gladly, with 

others who shared our faith, so 

that we could strengthen one 

another in the Lord.  13Our prayer 

remains that your westward 

fellowship is equally strong, 

strengthening and reassuring you.  
14Nothing lies across your vast 

ocean that offers you more than 

the Lord, in whom you have all 

that you need.  15Indeed, the Lord 

has vibrant fellowships of fiercely 

growing faith on your vast 

ocean’s other shore.   

16So in your westward look, 

pray not only that you retain the 

essential faith that you carried 

there, but pray also that those far-

away brothers and sisters toward 

whom you look across your vast 

ocean would continue in their 

fierce love for the Lord.  17Praise 

God that his word has spread 

around the world, no matter which 

way one looks or migrates.  
18Look far off, and travel far, but 

hold onto your faith, as we hold 

onto ours.   

4 We enjoy the sweet fruits 

of your eastern orchards, those 

you so generously share.  2But 

your faith witness succors us even 

more than your sweet fruits, as 

things of the spirit so readily 

serve.  3We would rather have a 

dozen of your sweet testimonies, 

small evidences of your abiding 

faith, than a thousand sweets from 

your orchards.  4Let your spiritual 

orchards be as productive as the 

natural orchards of your eastern 

hills.   

5Ship your faith harvest east 

to us and others of your faith 

brothers and sisters, in letters and 

visitors.  6Send us your pastors 

and missionaries, your new 

testimonies and faith songs.  
7Export your faith as you do your 

produce, that the nation may see 

your light, who is Jesus Christ.  
8Prepare yourselves, and help to 

prepare us, for the descending 

New Jerusalem.  9You have this 

other, greater orchard in which to 

work, one whose Master looks on.   

10We take our leave of you 

now, for night comes, and the 

eyes grow weary.  11We have kept 

the faith to the end, and the Lord 

now calls us home.  12We hear his 

voice, now not so far off but at the 

door, ready to open it from this 

rented tent to a permanent room.  
13The Lord knocks, and we jump 

now to answer, for we know his 

knock, a gentle call, not the 

devil’s rattling bone.  14We have 

found our peace, and he is the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  15May peace 

also be with you, our brothers and 

sisters, as he calls you home.  

Amen. 
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West Virginians 

 
 

On Giving 

To the fellowship of the 

mountain state, from your 

brothers and sisters in Christ, 

of the great-lakes fellowship.  
2The Lord is holy, the Lord is 

good, and the Lord is our utter 

devotion for whom and in whom 

we live.  3He gave himself for us, 

and so we give ourselves for him, 

which is just to give back his own, 

for he is our Creator and provider 

of all we have, which we hold for 

him.  4We desire to give our lives 

to him with the passion that he 

gave his life for us, doing 

everything for the Lord.   

5This commitment we share 

with you, the very bond that holds 

us together, that we owe our lives 

to our Savior Jesus Christ, without 

whom we perish but with whom 

we live in paradise forever.  6This 

destiny, manifest in Christ’s 

sacrifice and resurrection, is the 

cause for our joy, the reason for 

our celebration, and the purpose 

for our lives.  7We take as our one 

goal to give glory to the One to 

whom we owe not only our lives 

but our eternal future in the 

presence of him who gives us 

such blessing in liberty. 

8We thus concern us not just 

with tithes and offerings, as if we 

could satisfy our debt by returning 

to God a fraction of what is his, 

but also with giving ourselves, the 

sum and particulars of all our 

puny resources and efforts.  9We 

know that we have little to give 

the God who already has all, but 

we devote what little we are to 

him who gave us his own infinite 

worth.  10For didn’t God allow his 

own Son to die for us, to rescue us 

from the abyss over which every 

mortal hangs?  11And in doing so, 

God gave us each his own Son’s 

full worth, for him to count us as 

his own children, as worthy of 

God the Father of us all. 

12Little wonder, then, that our 

hearts ache to give more to him, 

1 
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as we look for his cause and will, 

whether in orphans and widows, 

in the desperately poor, the 

immigrant, sick, or prisoner, or 

above all in the lost, those who 

don’t know him.  13We give first 

to his church, to sustain and move 

forward his body, through which 

his witnesses receive their training 

and support, in the power of 

God’s own Spirit.  14We count our 

giving as nothing to us, though 

dear to him, for he says that he 

loves the cheerful giver, and are 

glad that we share with you in this 

ministry.  Amen. 

Guidance from the Word 

2 Some news of you has 

reached us, about which the elders 

here are glad to say that they have 

no concern and instead encourage 

and applaud you, as brothers and 

sisters in the faith ought to 

encourage one another.  2We hear 

that your fellowship welcomes 

and supports those who speak and 

pray in tongues, in the Spirit, so 

that only your spirits and not your 

minds understand.  3I write that 

the elders here applaud you, 

although this judgment is not their 

own but instead that of the holy 

word, which is the only judgment 

to which we give our concern.   

4But doesn’t the word say that 

the one who prays in the Spirit, in 

tongues, edifies the spirit, even if 

not instructing the mind?  5We 

would wish that you all pray in 

the Spirit so that you would all 

have the disputed practice edify 

you.  6Do we not each need 

edification?  Don’t we need the 

Spirit heartening our spirits?  7If 

each of us were strong in the 

spirit, then we would carry our 

burdens with much greater ease, 

as the Lord would have us bear 

them, and carry them much 

farther, too.   

8Let your prayer encourage 

you!  I wish that all here would 

pray in tongues with you.  9Simply 

because the word also says that to 

speak and pray intelligibly, is 

better when others are present to 

hear and understand, does not 

mean that prayer in the Spirit fails 

or embarrasses you.  10I say again, 

then let us all be so embarrassed 

if, as the word says, such prayer 

would so strengthen our spirits.  
11We should care nothing for what 

critics speak if we do as the word 

instructs, as we read the word 

with care and interpret it in the 

Spirit. 

12Were the disciples 

embarrassed when the Spirit fell 

on them in tongues of fire, and 
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they spoke in languages that they 

could not understand and that only 

their hearers could understand?  
13I say not, though if they were 

embarrassed, then their condition 

surely meant little to them.  14Let 

the Spirit humble every one of us 

before others, so that we may 

count our humbling to our eternal 

credit.  15The Lord on high lifts 

the low and humble, while 

lowering the mighty and arrogant. 

Respect for the Word 

3 We must not, on the other 

hand, misconstrue God’s holy 

word to justify our personal 

preferences and aberrant practices.  

God forbid that we would.  2Sinful 

men continue to misuse scripture, 

as they could misuse anything, to 

justify all kinds of evil including 

animal sacrifices, slavery, the 

abuse of women and children, and 

sexual rites.  3God abhors evil, but 

God will judge most severely 

those who misuse his holy word to 

accomplish it.   

4Respect God’s word, 

construing it consistent with his 

loving and holy character, in the 

context for which his Spirit gives 

it.  5Anyone can twist another’s 

words, which takes no talent, but 

few are those whose will is to hear 

the Spirit.   

6We recommend to you these 

other practices, above all that you 

read God’s word with the greatest 

humility.  7Jesus Christ gave his 

life, and apostles and other saints 

gave their lives, too, to bring 

God’s word to you.  8The word 

that you read, men and women 

lived, wrote, recorded, and carried 

in holy blood, at the greatest 

possible cost.  9Treat what you 

read with awe and wonder, giving 

it your utmost respect, and 

interpreting it according to the 

cost with which God revealed it to 

you. 

10Interpret and apply the holy 

word that you read, not as the 

writing of men but of the Spirit of 

God, alive and effective.  11The 

word reveals to you only what 

your heart is ready to hear.  
12Prepare your heart, or indeed let 

the Spirit prepare your heart, and 

then read the word with the pure 

heart that the Spirit has given you.  
13Then you will understand and 

apply the word as God intends 

that you do so.  14Anyone can 

misread the word, as many do, but 

you read the word in God’s Spirit, 

who reveals its truth to you for 

your good and the good of those 

with whom you share it. 

Standing Apart 
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4 Your fellowship stood apart 

from your brothers and sisters 

long ago, becoming in your 

beautiful hills and hollows, your 

vales of tears and valleys of 

remembrance, your own western 

state.  2God stood you apart for his 

purposes, God who is active in all 

things for your good.  3Neither 

you nor your former fellowship 

were perfect in morals and 

doctrines, in your laws and 

legislation, each corrupted as sin 

corrupts earthly all.  4Yet standing 

apart was your holy cause, which 

you took up with vigor but at 

great cost.   

5Is today again a day when we 

must stand apart?  6Listen 

carefully to how God calls you 

today, for now is a time like those 

times past when you took your 

own holy stand, although each 

time is also unto itself.  7Listen to 

the Spirit for that which God 

commands from you; heed his 

holy command.  8While doing so 

will come at earthly cost to many, 

for the world abhors 

righteousness, doing so always 

comes at far greater heavenly 

reward to all.   

9The world abhors 

righteousness because 

righteousness shows the world 

condemned.  10You, however, God 

does not condemn, though the 

world may condemn you when 

you stand firm on his holy ground.  
11But those whom the world 

condemns for righteousness, God 

saves out of the world and restores 

to greater honor than before.  
12Stand firm, then, in 

righteousness, though it cost you 

much.  13God will repay every 

earthly cost a hundredfold in 

heavenly reward.  14His kingdom 

he has set apart from the world for 

you and all who heed his holy 

call, until his kingdom comes to 

supplant the world. 

Standing with Others 

5 Yet while you stand apart at 

God’s call, in righteousness borne 

of the Son’s one sacrifice, you 

also stand with us.  2You stand 

with the nation’s fellowship and 

with the fellowship around the 

world, all confessing Jesus Christ, 

who is our righteousness.  3For to 

stand apart in his name is to stand 

with others who do the same.  
4And those who stand apart in his 

name, away from the raucous 

crowd, will find themselves 

standing in the end when the 

crowd no longer can.   

5Keep your eyes on the 

horizon, whence your Savior 

comes on his return.  6Look over 
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and past those deceivers who say 

you have no savior and that life 

offers no return, those who have 

deceived themselves unto death.  
7Hold onto life eternal, which 

offers you so much more than 

those who deceive, who have 

nothing to offer but the poison of 

their deception.  8You, however, 

live on the sweet fruit of truth, 

drawn from your root, the one 

holy Savior.  9We stand with you 

before the throne of truth, before 

the One who is truth incarnate, 

Jesus Christ who in truth revealed 

the true Father. 

10This promise we share, that 

we will live to earth’s end 

together, and then live 

transformed beyond earth’s end, 

forever, in the presence of the one 

whom we honor, Jesus Christ, 

who shows us the Father.  11Hold 

firm to your confession, as we 

hold firm to ours, praying for one 

another.  12Shelter from the 

nation’s storms in your beautiful 

hills and hollows, your gorgeous 

valley on the other side of the 

mountains.  13Hold to your peace, 

hold to your rest, coming from our 

King of all kings, by his death and 

resurrection fully blessed.   

14Your brothers and sisters of 

the great lakes fellowship pray for 

the faith of your children.  Amen. 
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Wisconsinites 

 
 

Lord of Love 

To the fellowship across the 

great lake that we share, 

from your brothers and 

sisters who, much more so, share 

with you the Lord Jesus Christ.  
2Our citizenship is first and 

always with him, in his kingdom 

of heaven to which he calls us and 

that is our home.  3Because he 

rules our affections, we adhere to 

his commands out of love.  4He 

has written his desires on our 

hearts, out of which we search his 

will.  5We delight to do as he 

pleases.  6His pleasure is our most 

eager desire.  7His satisfaction 

alone fills our hungry hearts.   

8Jesus is the Lord Almighty, 

King of kings, in utter command.  
9But he first rules with love, in 

utter self-sacrifice, seeking only 

our hearts.  10Only when he 

returns will he conquer with 

might, when he will only have 

those who reject him to conquer.  
11We love him now for his grace, 

free to us while most expensive to 

him.  12Those who do not love 

him now, who reject his grace, 

reject also his mercy.  13He can 

conquer with love, or he can 

conquer with might, the former 

now, the latter later.  14We are the 

free, who have made the wise and 

wholly beneficial choice.  15Those 

who reject him remain slaves to 

their sin and make a wholly 

destructive choice.  Amen. 

People of the Word 

2 Our shared fellowship is of 

the Word, who is the Son of God 

and God.  2A book governs us, 

God’s word, who is the person of 

Jesus Christ.  3No other god is the 

Word, incarnate, understood by 

what his Spirit spoke.  4God made 

all things through the Word when 

God spoke creation into existence.  
5We know him because he came 

into the world that he created.  
6We also know him by what his 

1 
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Spirit spoke, and men recorded in 

the book.   

7We are people of the word 

and people of the book, relying on 

the Spirit to know God.  8The 

Spirit speaks only what the Father 

tells him.  9The Father tells the 

Spirit of the Father’s love for his 

Son.  10The Son did as the Father 

desired when the Son loved us and 

gave his life for us.  11God loves 

the world, although the world 

does not desire him.  12Only those 

who come out of the world love 

God and desire God.  13God sent 

his Son to rescue the world, but 

only those who love God accepted 

the Son.  14God only rescues those 

who love and accept his Son.  
15God’s Son is Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, the one whose coming, 

life, death, and resurrection the 

book records.   

Return to the Word 

3 I write you these things to 

remind you of your first love, the 

Word of God, whose life the book 

records.  2Return to the Word, 

loving the Word, who is life and 

the author of life.  3When you hide 

the words of the book in your 

heart, you draw closer to the Son 

of God, who draws you closer to 

the Father.  4The book is a book of 

books, telling of how God 

prepared the world for his Son.  
5The book of books reveals how 

God formed the world, populated 

the world, and loved the world.  
6The book also tells of how God 

will conclude the world through 

his Son.  7We read the book to 

learn of God’s desire to honor his 

Son and his Son’s desire to honor 

his Father by saving the world. 

8Do you love the Word of 

God?  9Then read and reflect on 

the book of books, hiding his 

words in your heart.  10Speak his 

words with one another, listening 

to the Spirit.  11The Spirit guides 

you into all truth, calling the 

book’s words to your attention.  
12The Spirit speaks of the Son 

who reveals the Father.  13When 

you speak of the Son, you draw 

closer to the Father.  14Your life is 

in the Father and the Son, who 

give you eternal life in God’s 

kingdom.  15God’s kingdom is 

your home, your place of rest and 

restoration.  16Seek your home 

while you have time to do so.  
17Return to the Word, and you will 

find your home.  18Anyone who 

knows and follows the Word will 

go home with him to his Father’s 

kingdom.  19We will go home with 

him, as you also will, brothers and 

sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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20That promise from God, we hold 

and trust. 

God’s Kingdom 

4 Your rolling fields and 

large cow herds, and the rich 

bounty that they produce for you, 

remind you of God’s coming 

kingdom.  2God’s kingdom will 

come when the full harvest is in 

the storehouse.  3Your work is to 

gather the harvest that God plants 

and the Spirit waters.  4You gather 

the harvest when you share God’s 

word with those who do not know 

it and do not follow the Lord 

Jesus.  5Share the word in love so 

that your hearers learn the grace 

of the Lord Jesus.  6Those who 

welcome Jesus’s grace, God 

welcomes into his kingdom.  7The 

kingdom is God’s place of full 

grace, where none suffer 

judgment.  8The Lord Jesus 

suffered God’s wrath so that God 

could welcome many into his 

kingdom. 

9The kingdom is indeed near 

to us.  10God’s kingdom is not a 

worldly kingdom but a spiritual 

kingdom.  11God’s truth and grace 

reign in his kingdom, bringing all 

together in peace and 

righteousness.  12All are in peace 

in God’s kingdom because God 

has forgiven all, and all stand in 

righteousness.  13No man 

condemns another when all stand 

forgiven, in peace and 

righteousness.  14Judge no one, for 

God judges those who judge.  
15God does not show grace to 

those who refuse to extend grace.  
16God shows grace to those who 

embrace his Son in grace.  17One 

cannot embrace Jesus under his 

grace without extending his grace 

to others.  Ensure your citizenship 

in God’s kingdom by accepting 

and extending Jesus’s grace. 

Walking with Jesus 

5 You know this Jesus, Lord 

of all grace, because your 

fellowship introduced him to you 

in the Spirit.  2The Spirit perfected 

in you love for God’s kingdom, 

that God’s presence and the 

presence of the Lamb make 

heavenly.  3Desire the kingdom, 

where you draw close to Jesus.  
4Desire to know Jesus and that he 

knows you, for your life is in 

Jesus.  5He knows you when you 

do as he says and desires.  6Show 

that he is in not just your mouth 

but also your heart, by doing as he 

says.  7Live your life that Jesus 

may know you, getting rid of all 

sin and living in righteousness as 

he lived, forgiving and serving 

one another.   
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8You show that you know 

Jesus when you love one another.  
9No one hates brothers and sisters, 

made in God’s image, while 

knowing Jesus.  10The one who 

claims to know Jesus but hates 

brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

makes a false claim and suffers 

judgment.  11Rid yourself of all 

hate, anger, and malice, that you 

may live a life of righteousness, 

walking with the Lord Jesus.  
12Show yourself alive to Jesus, as 

a friend shows life to a friend.  
13Please Jesus as you would please 

a friend, with your thoughts, from 

your heart, and with your conduct.  
14Conduct yourself as Jesus 

approves so that you show that 

you are his friend.  15We know our 

friends, not our enemies, and wish 

to walk with our friends, not our 

enemies.  16Jesus desires to walk 

with you as a friend.  He does not 

walk with enemies. 

Mission of the Church 

6 That you walk with Jesus is 

the church’s mission, the mission 

of the body of Christ.  2We gather 

as a body to encourage one 

another in walking with Jesus.  
3We gather not to dispute, argue, 

and divide but to agree and 

belong, in communion with 

Christ, as his body.  4Our 

gatherings help one another grow 

in Christ, in knowledge of his 

desires, and for the character of 

carrying them out.  5The body 

matures, and each member 

matures, when we gather with that 

intention and mission of growth.  
6As we mature in Christ and draw 

closer to Christ through our 

gatherings, we go forth with his 

love to share with others.  
7Sharing the love of Christ with 

others establishes our maturity in 

the church’s mission, as we reach 

lost souls, offering them the 

Lord’s eternal life. 

8This mission is our joyful 

labor.  9Our privilege is to serve 

the Lord of all peoples and 

nations, that the Spirit may draw 

them all together in love and in 

the worship of the God who is 

love.  10We of the great-lakes 

fellowship love you, our brothers 

and sisters across the greatest 

lake.  11We open our hearts to you 

as Jesus opens his heart, with 

grace and love, in unity, and in 

service.  12Let us know your 

needs, while also sharing with us 

your encouragement.  13The body 

of Christ is our life, the blood of 

Christ our salvation, and the love 

of Christ our eternal reward.  

Amen. 
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Wyomans 

 
 

 

From a settled people of the 

great-lakes shores, to settler 

people on the nation’s 

western plains and mountain 

foothills, greetings in the name of 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  2May the 

Lord’s peace that surpasses 

understanding be on you and in 

you in all circumstance, so that 

you share brightly the joy of the 

Lord.  3You carried his peace with 

you westward, where you found 

his Spirit continues to serve you 

well, as the Lord serves all people 

in all circumstance.  4May you 

keep his Spirit close to you, on 

you and in you, as you remain in 

the Lord.  Amen. 

Solitude in the Lord 

5You left our region and our 

origin coast to our east, to make 

your own way across the nation, 

until you should find your place of 

solitude and rest.  6Settling in vast 

central plains and the great 

mountains’ rising foothills, you 

kept to yourself, secure in your 

solitude, as the nation convulsed.   

7To keep apart from the 

braying crowd is indeed wise, 

when one simply seeks to lead a 

life of holiness and righteousness, 

close to the sky and closer to the 

Lord.  8You looked to your 

majestic mountains to see in them 

the majesty of their creator God.  
9You saw his holiness descend in 

the pure white of the mountaintop 

snows, his power strike in the 

lightning spread across their 

vistas, and his gentle touch in the 

delicate flowers of the mountain 

fields.   

10Your serenity in these 

turbulent times, as you fix your 

gaze on your mountain ranges, 

away from the nation’s tossing 

sea, gives us pause, reminding us 

that the Lord is sovereign and in 

control.  11You have kept your 

1 
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gaze where ours, too, should 

remain, to the hills, to the place 

where the Lord in all security 

dwells.  12We find our security in 

solitude with the Lord, not in a 

nation’s course, not in cause or 

party, though justice we each 

rightly offer and rightly seek.  
13The Lord is just.  The Lord is in 

control.  14He dwells not in the 

council chambers nor party halls 

but in his own realm, so far 

greater than our own fallen realm, 

as to appear as mountaintop, ready 

to descend to replace our own. 

Faith’s One Source 

2 How do you so fix your 

gaze, when your labors bring you 

the same challenges as ours bring 

us, when you face equal hardships 

or greater, when you, like us, 

struggle and suffer and mourn 

your loss?  2We know from your 

steady and quiet witness that Jesus 

is your one faith source, one’s 

only fully reliable source.   

3You do not find your 

constant in the fields or weather, 

not in your crops or herds, and not 

in your profits or 

accomplishments, for your settling 

place offers few such 

consolations.  4You do not look to 

your pleasures, nor to your arts, 

nor to your powers, for again, 

your people and places offer few 

such succors and supports.  5By 

moving west, abandoning so 

much commerce and comfort, and 

then settling where you did, you 

succeeded in stripping away so 

many things that might have 

tempted you to relinquish your 

faith in Christ. 

6Jesus climbed his own 

mountaintop, to look down on us 

from the cross.  7And as he looked 

down, he saw a vast, frightened 

and confused humanity, searching 

for what precious little remained 

of its divinity, after Adam and 

Eve ate of the wrong fruit, as if 

they would supplant God.  8Jesus 

took pity on us, choosing then to 

complete his one great redemptive 

work, the greatest of all miracles, 

in one master stroke to bring a 

sodden humanity back to its 

original divinity, impossible but 

for the sovereign power of an 

almighty God.   

9You, in your mountain-

sheltered solitude, kept your faith 

in Jesus’s redemptive work, the 

origin and perfecter of all faith.  
10For in what other act, in what 

other thought, philosophy, or 

historical fact, could we possibly 

draw such assurance?  11You 

received his salvation gratefully 

and held fast to your faith, 
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undistracted by the nation’s 

reeling, undeterred by the nation’s 

steep fall from God’s grace.  
12You kept your eyes fixed on his 

mountaintop, where you saw with 

his eagle’s eye your grand 

kingdom home. 

Company for the Journey 

3 Yet though you have 

chosen relative solitude, off the 

nation’s beaten paths, protected in 

front by the breadth of your great 

plain and in rear by the tallest 

mountains, you remain journeyers 

in faith, and you do not journey 

alone.  2No journey is complete 

until its homecoming, and no 

journey of Christian faith is alone.  
3Christ walks alongside each of us 

until we reach his home.  And in 

walking with Christ, we walk with 

many others, not alone.  4God kept 

for himself a people of faith, 

drawn from all nations and lands, 

but journeying in one direction, 

upward, and along the one path 

that Jesus first and only tread.   

5You settled wisely in 

choosing your western lands, and 

yet you journey wisely, too, in 

receiving your Lord’s faith.  6We 

hear your quiet testimony, even 

though in solitude and from afar, 

for the voice of faith travels like 

light, swift and cutting through the 

darkness.  7Moreover, when we 

catch a glimpse of you, we see the 

mountaintops’ reflection in your 

far-off gaze, catching a glimpse of 

our common Savior.   

8Keep your steady gaze, 

looking neither left nor right, not 

to power, party, or faction, nor 

even to pleasures and comforts, 

certainly not to partisan disputes, 

not even to doctrinal disputes.  
9Remain a people of the plains, 

foothills, and mountain passes, as 

you stay settled in your beautiful 

lands, but continue your spiritual 

journey up the mountain passes 

toward the mountaintops.  10You 

hearten us in your choices, 

encourage us in your faith, even 

as we journey with you.  11Call to 

us often from your mountain 

passes, showing us the Lord’s 

high way.  12Call us to your 

mountaintop, the Lord’s home, the 

kingdom of God, our common 

home with you, our Lord’s body 

and fellowship. 
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Conclusion 

  
 

 

What letter would you write to America’s churches?  How would 

you exhort the local bodies, to encourage them along our common but 

narrow way?  Those of us who ardently follow the Lord Jesus Christ 

certainly speak into our churches.  We preach, teach, counsel, comfort, 

and cajole.  We serve, love, care, and advocate for action or reform.  And 

above all, we worship in communion with one another as the body of 

Christ.  All these actions require correspondence, speech, and other 

forms of communication.  We always hope and pray that our 

communication is consistent with the Spirit’s guidance and Lord’s will.  

The above letters to the churches of every one of America’s fifty states 

make explicit many of the things that we might be speaking into our 

churches or that we would wish to say.   

The above letters may not have captured what you would say or the 

way in which you would say it.  The point is that you concern yourself 

with the state of America’s churches, the wellbeing of the body of Christ.  

The apostles Peter, Paul, James, John, Jude, and others who wrote the 

New Testament letters practiced that concern.  Share your concern.  

Preach, teach, counsel, comfort, and cajole.  Occasionally challenge and 

correct, more often encourage, all in the Spirit.  Do not squelch the Spirit 

but instead speak what he says.  Practice your Jesus talk, for as the Lord 

himself said, we should be shouting from daylight rooftops the things 

that he whispers to us in the dark.  His great commission is to proclaim.  

Pick up your pen.  Enter your pulpit.  Give voice to what the Spirit says.  

Speak as the Lord spoke, just as Jesus said only what he first heard his 



Letters to America’s Churches 

 

  255 

 

 

Father say.  And may the Lord bless you richly for doing as he says.  

Amen. 
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