
Our religious traditions, going back a long way, tend to point us to the smaller
rather than the larger of two biblical arcs. Our focus on the smaller arc is
understandable, even laudable. But let’s not miss the grandeur and significance of
the larger arc.

For many of us, Christianity’s arc,
story, or grand narrative begins with
humankind’s fall and ends with
humankind’s redemption. That’s the
understandable and laudable part on
which we tend to focus. Trapped in
these mortal bodies, we are
appropriately concerned with our own
destiny, and good thing. We know that
to avoid death as the wages of sin, we

need the grace, mercy, and salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let no one deny that
critical arc from humankind’s fall from grace in God’s paradise garden, to God’s
incarnation in Jesus Christ, Christ’s glorious ministry on earth, his suffering
crucifixion as penalty for our sin, and his resurrection equally available as
redemption for each of us. Let us teach that story of salvation with dedication, love,
and compassion to our children, friends, and enemies.

Yet God’s word places that all-important arc of salvation within a larger arc. God
has a larger design that lies outside of or above salvation’s arc. God first created
before humankind’s fall. And when God created, he had the design to draw all
creation to himself. Never mind for a moment that humankind would fall in the
interim, requiring a very special rescue from a most special Savior. God still had the
design to create and then draw all creation to himself, sharing his divinity and glory
through his presence in creation. When God entered his creation in the human form
of Jesus Christ, and Christ then rose from death and ascended, God set the stage not
only for humankind’s rescue but also for the uniting of heaven and earth. In his
resurrection and return, Christ draws all things into himself, completing not just the
arc of humankind’s salvation but also the larger arc of creation’s glorification. And
that’s an utterly worthy, comprehensive, all-encompassing narrative.


